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! Author feels he hoa no occasion to state that tJiS ' 
greater part of the following work has appeared in print 
before ; — auch a production must necessarily he tittle more 
than a compilation ; — but he considera it due to those 
authors from whose worka extracts hare been made, to 
state that the posaibiUty of creating confusion among tlie 
Blready numerous notes alone prevented him from ac- 
knowledging them in the proper places. 

Though portions of 130 works, newspapers, Ac, appear 
iu the work, the authors to whom especial acknowledg- 
ment ia dne are the Bev. G. R. Glcig, whose numerous 
mihtary works are well known, Mr. Conolly (" History of 
the Boyal Sappers and Miners"), and the nuinerouH 
writers whose articles ha?e appeared in the " United Ser- 
vice Magazine." 
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The object of the following pages is to make known tlio 
serviceB, gftllant sctions, iuventionB, discoyeries, trayela, 
jtnd adTentures of offioerB and Boldicra of the Royal 
Artiilerj. 

The ubiquity of the Britiah Eojal Artillery is iBdiaput- 
able. 

Under the tropical sun. in the islands of Africa and the 
Indian Ocesn, Britisb artillerymen n' ill be found; on the 
northern coast of America, where perished the martyra of 
the Erebus and Terror, their footsteps may be traced. In 
£gypt, Syria, and the iaianda of the Spanish main, they 
hare given their Itres in upholding their country's honour ; 
«ven to Spitabergea they have ventured in the cause of 

The thunder of their guns haa been heard, and the 
marka of their shot may still be seen in India and China ; 
the Kaffir and the Maori hare also felt their power. 

It ia not only those who have earned their laurels on 
fields of carnage that we would bring especially to notice, 
but those who have trodden in the real paths of glory — 
religion, humanity, science, and civilizaciou. ^^^h 

" From tiie Bret caziDOD-sbol on Cre^j's field, ^^^^H 

Wbich forced the foenien of one laud to field, ^^^^H 

To our uwa times, amid Crimean frust, ^^^^H 
And India's barnlug pl&ins, so nearly lost," 

it is well known that British artillerymen have never 
sullied their fame, and by far tlie ^eatwc loiT^eTi liVo 
have earned distinction must neceseatAj'Nje'i^oftB"'*^^'*^'*^* 
fought and Wed, aye, and noUy d\ei "m "iietcciMW'Wj^ 
cause; bat when nation ahaW ha^e oeaaei tA t^*** »^S,*°™" 



England's artillerymen. 



nation, and the sound of war shall be no more heard, the- 
names of Chesney, Sabine, and Leake will still be re- 
membered, whUe the bright example exhibited by such 
eminent Christians as Maitland, Budd, Yandeleur, and 
Marjouram will have an influence (not in the regiment 
only, but in the world at large) on generations yet to 
come.* 

All soldiers, but especially artillerymen, are generally 
looked upon as the horrible destroyers of mankind, and 
Congreve, Shrapnel, and Armstrong noted as monsters by 
members of the Peace Societies. A little thought, how- 
ever, together with a common Btadj of history, will con- 
vince such that since the introduction of artillery, feifer 
lives have been sacrificed, and war made less horrible than 
in the days of bow and spear ; and the more improvement- 
made in artillery, the snorter have been the wars ; the 
nearer we approach perfection in armament, the neareif wo 
shall be to that grand consummation so devoutly to Be 
wished for, when the sword shall be turned into a ploogh- 
share and the spear into a pruning-hook. 

Hume, in his "History of England," says': "The artillery 
first framed were so clumsy, and of such difficult mani^e- 
ment, that men were not immediately sensible of their OBe 
and efficacy ; and even to the present time, improvements 
have been continually making in this furious engine* 
which, though it seemed contrived for the destruction of 
mankind)[ana the overthrow of empires, has, in the issne, 
rendered battles less bloody, and has given greater 
stability to civil societies. Nations, by its means, have 
been brought more to a level ; conquests have been lees 
frequent and rapid; success in war has been rednced 
nearly to be a matter of calculation ; and any nation over- 
matched by its enemies either yields to their demands, or- 
secures itself by alliances against violence and invasion." 

JN^ot only are the inventors of destructive instruments 
to be found in the ranks of the Boyal Artillery ; many^ 
among whom are Bell, Yiney, and Grant,t have devoted 
their talents to the preservation and comfort of the lives 
of their fellow-creatures, and earned for themselves the 
imperishable esteem of dl who are acquainted with their 

* An additional chapter to *^ England's Artillerymen," on Beli- 
gion in the Royal Artillery, will hereafter be published. 

t A fall aoconnt of Bell's inventions will he found in chapter 
zxii; Sir Joseph Vlnej was distinguished for his numerous im- 
proremeDta in water-pipes, &q. *, and CwQitAixi Grant is the inventor 
of tho umj oooking mac^noeB, \)o\k tot ^xcumh «aA ii€A ^^ 
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inventions. The Eoyal Artillery is compHratiToly of 
modern citabliahmect, and baa ever been held in tbe same 
higb eatimation it enjoya at the present time. "The 
Boyal Regiment of Artillery, whether we consider the 
diBtinguiahed Bkill of the offioerB, or the exact diBoipEne 
of the men, who often dio in defending their guna with an 
heroic ardour, may be conaidered aa one of the most re- 
spectable, and assuredly tbe most skilful corps in the 
service." Tbe beginning of that noble force, the flower at 
thia moment of tbe Britiah army, dates back no further 
than the reign of George II., while its eicelleney both in 
the science of the gunners, and in the mounting, equip- 
ment, and horsing of the guna, has been acquired, or at 
least perfected, within tiie remembrance of many men still 

Though the ofGcera of the Eoyal Artillery have distin.- 

eished themselvca in every part of the globe, their names 
re seldom been brought prominently before the public, 
for no other reason than that in time of war they are never 
invested with a command. General Sir "W". F. Wilhama 
of Kara is the only exception during the present genera- 
tion, and he was not appointed to the command of that 
fortress ho ao ably and so bravely defended, but, being there 
in the performance of his duty aa commissioner to the 
Turkish array in Asia, assumed that responsibility which he 
saw the Ottoman commanders wire incapable of retaining. 

The late Captain Brabazon, writing on this subject, 
says ; "Anything but an artilleryman, except an engineer, 
aeems our motto in selecting commanders. Poreignera, 
noting the constant failure of our siege operations, hiLt not 
observing that they are rarely controlled by scientific 
ofBcers, have naturally formed no high opinion of our 
artillery and engineers," 

Tet in the Peninsula, the artillery, though coldly en- 
couraged, most brilliantly performed their duties ; and at 
the conclusion of peace, such was our admitted excellence 
in this arm, that it was held up for a model to the rest of 
Europe.* 

These remarks are offered as an apology for the intro- 
duction of the subject to the public, who we trust will 
receive it as it is presented, in the hope of preserving tbe 
names and deeda of many gallant men who, beyond their 
own circle, are entirety unknown. 

• " Tlia perfoctloB to which the English nrtiVUi^ \i»a\*»».\siai"6^ 
(the knowledgo of whicli fact has been bo fetoWii OTii.'?te™S."^*^™^" 
pressed on tbem) has Lndnced flia "Eiencii \^ aJla^Xi 'i^^*' '?^**''*' 
j-uur artiJleiy practice."— Leltw from Pome, "Ota:- ^"*. "^^^^ 



CHAPTEE I. 

** And when recording history displays 
Feats of renown, though wrought in ancient days ; 
Tells of a few stout hearts, that fonght and died 
"Where duty placed them, at their country's side ; — 
The man that is not moved with what he reads, 
That takes not fire at th«ir heroic deeds, 
Unworthy of the blessings of the brave, 
Is base in kind, and bom to be a slave." — Cowper. 



EUBOPE (QIBBALTAB EXCEPTED), 1700 — 1782. 

COLOVBL BOBOABD, HIS LIFE, AND SERYIOES OF THE EOTAL ABTIL- 
LERT UNDER HIS OOMMAND — ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ROTAL 
ARSENAL AT WOOLWICH — FLANDERS — SCOTLAND — BATTLE OF 
CULLODEN — COLONEL BELFORD— COLONEL MITCHELSON — EXPE- 
DITIONS TO THE COAST OF FRANCE — MINORCA — GERMANY— r 
BATTLE OF MINDEN — INVASION OF JERSEY BY THE FRENCH. 

To trace the history of artillery from the time of Jonathan,* 
and to argae upon the old questions as to whether the 
Moors, Chinese, or English were the first to use gun- 
powder, or wheUier 

*' John Howe and his man John, 
They two cast the first cannon,"t 

18 not the purpose of this work. Neither is it intended to 
inquire into the history of Edward's artillery in Scotland,]: 
nor yet to enter into the particulars of William's " train" 
ia Ireland ;§ mere passing mention only can be made of 

* 1 Sam. zx. 40. — It is evident that the word here rendered 
" artillery" has no accordance with the modem signification of the 
term. It is generally supposed that the weapon here referred to 
was an instrument for throwing stones — ^a sling. In the account 
of the siege of Jerusalem, however, given in the Apociypha^ we 
read that Antiochus " set artillery, with engines and instruments 
to cast fire and stones, and pieces to cast darts and slings." — 1 
Maccabees tL 51. 

f An inseription to be found canred upon a stone near Buzted, 
ia Sussex. 

t Bdward IIL wm the first to use cannon, which he did against 

ITa «v told ihst at ihe \Attle oi K^Sutmi ^^^^1 V2., \m\ 
PUm Lopok of the train kveHed. oBft ol \^ift ii.^^-'j^vy^ft^ ^\.^v 



Sir George Carew,* Colonel Legge,+ and Captain Leake.J 
wortlvf artillerymea of the olden time ; for our purpose it 
is Hufficient to begin, with the formation of tiie " Eojal 
Jtegiment of Artillery," which took place in the reign of 
George II., when Colonel Borgard, an officer of great 
ability, who " understood the economy of the train esceed- 
ing well," was appointed to the command. 

Albert Borgard was of an ancient and honourable family in 
Denmark, and was born at Holbech on the 10th November, 
1059. He entered the aervice of hia sovereign at the early 
age of sixteen, as a cadet in the Queen's Eegiment of Foot, 
and served at the siege of Wismar in the same year (1675). 
In the following year he served on board the fleet at the 
battle of Oeland, in the Baltic (11th June), and on land at 
the sieges and captures of Selaingborg, Landskroom (July), 
Christianjtadt and Halmstadt (August), where the Danes 
BQstained a defeat at the hands of the Swedes. 

In September, 1676, he was made a gunner in the Danish 
artillery, and served as such at the battle of Lund, in the 
following December. 

In 1677 he served at the battled of Konneberg and 
Oddewall, and at the siege of Marstrand, in Norway. In 
167S ho went on an expedition to the Isle of Lanterngen, 
and the following year was promoted to fireworker, and 
took part in the survey of the island of Zealand. In 1680 
lie went to Berlin to study the making of fireworks (both 
warlike and pleasant), and from Berlin to Strasburg (in 
1681) to study fortification. In 1682 he went toHolsteia 
as ensign in the Queen's Begiment, and the next year was 
promoted to lieutenant. Se then went as a volunteer to 
the relief of Vienna, and fought in the battle gained by 
Sobieski over the Turks {HthSeptember, 1683). In 1684 
he assisted in the fortification of Earrell, in Oldenburg, 
and in 16M5 went to Hungary and served at the siege of 
Niewhanshal and the battle of Gran. In 1686 he served 
with the artillery at the siege of Cuda, and here he 
obtained enough plunder t<J pay all the expenses he had 

Ruth, and with a caaaou-ball took ofT lila head, irhich w^ the 
canse of the diacomfitnre and confusion of the Irish." — Book of 

' Sir Oeorge Carew held diflcrent appaintmentB In the Ordnuice 
Dapattment from 1588 to 1820.— See Life, by Madtan. 

"t OulDDbl Qflorgfi Legge, afborwaarda Lord Darbmoath., ^c^^'^^^^ 
thB artQleiy from 167T to 1639. 

X Captain Eichnrf Leake, MiiatBt-QnnnBtiA'Sa*MA,«i*'»^«»^'''^ 
limsell while commauding the aitilletj la ae-iemi. ■»»■■''»■ »k™" 
B<}m.iS29i diedieae. 
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incurred in Hungary as a volunteer. In 1687 lie \\ 
appoipted lieutenant in the King of Denmark's Drabant: 
Guards, and was employed as an engineer in the new fV 
tifications at Copenhagen. Being unjustly passed ovet> 
his promotion, he challenged his superior officer, and \r, 
obliged to fly the kingdom ; he then entered the Folis 
service and served at Bud jack, where he captured tw 
Tartars, and was in great danger of losing his life becauf 
he would not dcliyer them up to a Polish officer. He the 
entered the service of the King of Prussia as lieutenant i 
the Guards, and served at the action of Nuys, the siege < 
Keyserswart, and the destruction of Bonn (1G89). H 
commanded two mortars during the bombardment of tfa 
last-named city. In 1G91 he again^went to Hungary, an 
was present at the battle of Salankeman. In April, lG9t 
he went with some volunteers to the siege of I^amu: 
which was taken irom the allies on the 20th June. 

Borgard, wiUi another volunteer, led the attack, an 
Louis AlV, presented them each with a thousand crowni 
and offered tliem (captains' commissions in his army, whicl 
however, they rcfuHcd, as they did not like the Frenc 
service. Thenco tlicv repaired to llio Endish camp s 
Genap, where, on July iHt, Borgard cnterea the Englis 
artillery as (IrcnuiHlifr, uii<l<?r CoKjiioI Goor. Ho served a 
the battle of HLf(*nkirk, iind whh afterwards sent to Osten 
to join a delacliini'nt under ('olonrl Sir iSJ'artin Beckman. 

From i)H\vini h<i went to Toiirnay, and from thence t 
Dixniud and (tUi^iii. In HiU'A hn wcMit with a dctachmen 
of bornhnrdiirrfet Mnd linmorJtt'rH to I/u'go, and was prcsen 
at tliff Imttlo of j^ttjiijiji. In Ifi'.M hn HtTved under Lieut 
Col. Wrtiwn'hi lJi« mryu i,t' ilu^, and at the siege an 
captunt fif Nmiiui- in iUa fiillimtng ycMtr. Here he con 
manflfifJ n litttl<-i-y «/f lvy«.Jyt: ntni'iiirtt, and threw a shell int 
tlifi fnKiiiy'M iiiM^ii/'iijt: in u <li:fiii IfNtfticin and destroyed it. 

J II J<}'.i7 nil t*fi'*:ij/in:ig «vci'(! ilJrirJiMi'gi'd froui tlic Britisl 
Horvifw i'Ai:4.|/l iiftniut'i uh'i \nH rnnttiunutu kSohhindt, whc 
b«inu inrrvrtiitlljf ]n.»,^u i.y Uin^i Wjlliiiin, wi'n* retsiined i 
tliM liny^UuU MfiiiUtyiithAi cuntJL i*4 \'My\uu^, lleroBorgari 

• In 1 <)42( 'A4./U0AJ i^A*L*AMUj Hv- if.i..,.**t.».t 'JhmhiiiI of Tangier 
in \i\tM Uk MriM A'ii^-M^rt...^ u. \.:.K i ^Ljj..^^ .idil ni l()l)5 (thci 
f;oloij«:l iku/i u. lui^i, U u.u.u..u.K'x li ... ^ v«'}ll*.iy hL tlio lK)inliArd 

ifytr/ mim *'iAv»ftUwO li. jJ ■ .«.'«'.' .^ '.,,.,. n,^ i^iivuinn) iviTive< 
oommkmMm io^m4 Ij hi' ;il... . . ..; j iu^. «ii.l.»«uiv. Th. 



- - .-^ A'.n III ii • „■ '* ■ 4 I" •• W^i»v» «n\ VW ^^\ 

4*»s^ Jffii, wLsM iJ*.*..L Li Wi.' . •^■•' » r. .^ t; ,-,>♦.. '.A ^\v\v. 



remained, enjoying (for the flrafi time ain<;e lio bflpamo a 
soldier) a few jeara of peaceful life. In 1703 he was pro- 
moted to major, and went on the Date of Ormeade's 
espedition to Spain aa Becond in command of the artillery.* 
He directed the bombardment of Fort St. Catherine 
<Csdiz) from the mortar-boats, and that of Fort Mata- 
gorda from the land-mortars. Fort Durend, at Vino, wag 
alao Bcverely bombarded, and the Franco- Spanish, fleet, 
which h{id taken refuge under it, destroyed, when the 
eKpedition returned to England. 

In 1703 Major Borgard volunteered to join the Duke of 
Marlborough's army in Flanders ; he had scarcely arrived 
there, however, when he waa recalled to command the 
English artillery who were to accompany Charles of 
Austria to Spain. 

The fleet, commanded by Sir George Eooke, accom- 
panied by a body of land forces under the Duke of 
Schomberg, sailed on the 4tli January, 1701. Forioua 
storms had been raging about the coasts for nearly three 
months, and at this time had not abated ; so, after beating 
about for some days, and a ustaining several losaea, the fleet 
■was compelled to put back to Spithead, where it remained 
till the middle of February. Two transports containing 
artillerymen and ordnance stores were lost in this storm. 

On arriving in Portugal, Borgard, now colonel, and 
commander-in-chief of tho allied artillery, waa, with his 
nrtillerymen, attached to the force under the Conde daa 
Oalueas, who, marching into Spain, laid siege to Valencia 
d' Alcantara, and carried it by aaaault. While building the 
batteries before this fortress, Colonel Borgard had hia left 
arm shot to pieces. 

The artillery under the Earl of Peterborongh was com- 
manded by Major Collier, who, at the siege of Barcelona, 
was wounded in the shoulder by a muaket-ball. A bom- 
bardier (Blunt) was killed at Campilio, and such waa tho 
<3read the Spaniards had of the infection the body of a 
"heretic" would aproad amone the corn, that it waa some 
time before he could be buried, and at last he was laid in 
a very deep grave on a barren spot of ground. 

In 1706 the Earl of Galway'a array, with Borgard'a 
artillery, besieged and took Alcantara^, and marched into 
Madrid; from whence, however, they were obliged to 

* The nrtillerj on this eipeiition waa cqinMa.ml?A V^s^!.5^ssB^ 

George Brown. . ^ 

t At Alcantara Colonol Borg.ard tewi-j^ ?■ -soo-t'^ nv^is* 



8 EXGLAyD's ARTILLERYMEN. 

retire through the imbecility and covrardice of the Austrian 
candidate for the Spanish throne. 

From thia date the fortunes of the English troops in 
Spain under the Earl of Galway began to decline. They 
suffered dreadful privations from want of supplies ; and 
at the battle of Almanza (l-lth April, 1707) sustained 
a terrible defeat, the artillery losing all their guns and 
bacfii^a^e, and nearly all the men. 

In 170S the British artillery under Colonel Bor^ard 
accompanied the army composed of Spaniard^, Italians, 
and Portuguese, which left Spain for Minorca. They 
landed on the 2Gth August, and the garrison of Port 
Mahon, consisting of 1000 Spaniards and 600 French 
marines, surrendered after a short action, and hj the 30th 
September the whole island was in possession oi the allies. 
In 17<'K) the^' returned to Spain, and were present at the 
battles of A ilia Xova, Balagner, Almauara, and Saragossa. 

At the last-named battle, which was a complete victor}-, 
the enemy losing all their artillery and 12,000 men (70(5o 
prisoners and 50(X) killed), our artdlery suffered fearfully. 

The S|)aniah cavalry under General Mahoni fell furiously 
on our batterii'H, killing 80 men and hamstringing above 
300 mules, (^oloncl Jiorgard received four wounds, and 
his gallant (xmduct an tlu> occasion — as indeed that of the 
wliolt' of till* Mrtillt'ry — was borne witness to by General 
Mahoni JiiuiscU', who tijiiike in the highest terms of com- 
mendiition of tlu'ir fxtrtiordijiiiry courage. 

At tint Imltle of VjIIu VicioHa (lOth December, 1710),. 
\ilicn' till- ui'iiiy tjf (HiHiU'd vvuii troniplotely defeated and 
I'oijjprjli'il t.<i buijciiiiti', r'liloiicl liurji'ard received a wound 
hi I lie Iri'i li'^ wiiJj u i-utjiJ«;ii-elioL. ilo was laid up for six: 
iiiotitlip, umJ uL tjic i-jiiji/f ijjui tiiiii' wuri piTuiitted to come 
to i'ji{.'iuti<J ojj j>ui<jJ<.. lie vmn biioii fxchangod, however* 
inv u SpuiiirJj c.tA'ji.i.l, i>ui )i vvuau li'Ug Liiiiu before hewas> 

'J lie ia»i .-civjtc lu: pc ifoi j/ic*l jji ttin roigu of Queen 
AiJijL tvtir \aj uuili. Jill. iVi^i'ltr tuf I lit: I'tiBLivul o\\ the occa- 

'J Jic icij;/! til '><.<iy,i- J., tvjjiiii. vci' ittf iiitluonce may 

liUVt. ijVKii Oil iJa Ui..:. »..i.(J vi'd^^-" *>.. i;i.iil liiatltulioUS of the 

ri/ijijiijr. JiJlp Lui 4' i.iiijiirt Rjiun lAJ ijj". iiiilihiry history of 
J'^iiuiijJi'J, iio i,ii'. L.^j. /•ij<i jui.-« .1 «' vi/i.*.fii't:il III the held 
ijiii'ili;/ luc liiiiiiii.ii j' i-j. J.I- i/' ■ '..j^.' i (J li^K llii'itiio.* 

hi J'/J.ti ^^»IiiHl■I l/'..„.sni ... ' 'i ...;.....; l/y iho Hoard of 
Oj'djiUJjcv ad Lu LIk j:..!i>i' 'A ■ j. c^..>j ii.,n ^uiis ; the 

^ JixixpLuiii hilt- :iinj ...... . . ,. I -...■\ \\\ ^■;^^^^ Cor 



coaatruction of these weapons, and the probahihtj of im- 
prorement in the casting of them, having for some time 
oceapied the attention of Beveral persoDS connected with 
the Ordnance. Shortly aflerwards it was determined to 
re-cast a gre&t nnmber of brass guns that had been taken 
by the Duke of Marlborough inhiB auecosaful cainpaignB, 
a, Mr. Baglej being iaatruoted with the operation, which 
waa to taie place at the "Foundrj" at Windmill Hill, 
Moorfields, near the apot where the preaent City-road 
Weslejan Chapel ia aituated. To witnesa the proeea* 
temporary galleriea were fitted up for spectators, and a 
great number of noblemen, military officers, and others, 
anxious to see the conversion of French metal into Eugliah 
gnns, were assembled. At the proper time thu furnacea 
were tapped, and out poured the molten metal. In con- 
sequence of a latent dampness in the moulds, steam wan 
geuerated, which occasioned a dreadful esplosion. The 
roof was blown off, liquid fire waa scattered in ereiv 
direction, and twenty-five persona were severely wounded, 
seventeen of them dyine sbortlv after. Among the per- 
Bons thus injnred waa Colonel Borgard, who was wounded 
in fonr places. 

This catastrophe had been foreaeen and predicted by a 
yonng man named Sthalcb, a native of Schaffbauaen in 
Switzerland, and immediately after its occorrenee a notice 
appeared in the papers requesting him to call at the Ord- 
nance Office in the Tower, and suggesting that the inter- 
Tiew might prove to liia advantage. Schalch accordingly 
waited oa Colonel Armstrong, the Surveyor- General of the- 
Ordnance, who commissioned him in the name of the 
Government to seek out Bome spot witliin twelve milea of 
the metropolia, to which the whole manufacture of ordnance 
might be transferred. He filed on tlie Warren at Wool- 
wich, where suitable buildings were erected, fonuiug the 
commencement of tbe Boyal Arsenal. Schalch was ap- 
pointed general superintendent, and continued in that 
office for a period of sixty jears, during which time not 
one single accident occurred. He died in 1776, at the 
advanced age of eighty -four years.* 

In September, 1710, an English aquadron, commanded 
by Lord Cobham, and having on hoard some troops (in- 

mandad by the Duke of Argyle, Culonel Borgard liivlag the direa- 
tion of the artUlerj, martlieJ to Leili, InnerleitUen, Stirliiife, 
Dundee, ic, but were never engaged. .. 

* llanj of Scbaleh'8 descendanla aeniA m -Cu-a '*"'^'^->^waaa. 
lerj, lie hst being the preaeut Bloiot toiika-N tuO&Et ^^^-^ 
Sebalah. 

i 
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<jludmg the artillery under Colonel Borgard), made an* 
attack on Vigo. Colonel Borgard had bombarded thia 
town seventeen years previously ; on this occasion he com- 
manded forty-six mortars of his own projection. This 
expedition was only a ruse to draw the attention of the 
Spaniards from other quarters, and to put them in dread 
or a general invasion ; and having succeeded, it returned 
to England. 
Borgard now 

"Shouldered his cmtch, 
And showed how fields were won." 

His services as a warrior were at an end, but as a public 
servant he was still greatly valued and respected, and had 
yet to accomplish that which alone has preserved his name 
— ^to establish on a permanent foundation that which had 
never existed in the British army, a Eoyal Eegiment of 
Artillery. He and General Hopkey* laid before George L 
plans for the formation and establishment of a regular 
standing regiment, and they were under the consideration 
of the Board of Ordnance at the time of that monarch's 
decease. The same proposals had been made to Queen 
Anne, but were not attended to, and shortly after the 
accession of George II. Borgard's plans were put into 
execution, and barracks built at Woolwich for officers and 
men. 

In 1727 Borgard was promoted to major-general, and a 
few years afterwards to lieut.-general, but his active ser- 
vice was ended ; he was never even consulted in anything 
relative to the artillery after the appointment of Colond 
Armstrong to the post of surveyor. 

He was a man " mightily beloved for his humane dis- 
p^osition," and greatly respected on account of his abili- 
ties. " He was strictly honest, and declared often that he 
could safely affirm upon oath that he never made sixpenoe 
out of his re|;iment above what the king allowed, and gave 
up the clothmg of the regiment to the Board of Ordnanoe 
that he miffht not be suspected to have any profit by it 
He chose the patterns, but refused to handle the money 
taking care that it was all laid out upon the men, am 
likewise that the officers should !not wrong them. Hi 
would neyer take a present from any of the men, a 

* Colonel John Henry Hopkey commanded the artillery undi 
i&tf IhikiB ai ICuiboroagh in the early years of the eighteeni 
9miaijp Imwing three compaoieB \mdet \iAA coi{m:A.xA, >iXi% o^^v^s. 
MiV Bobert Qujhen, Chnatophet 'BiifiSBA, «^^ Kas^^^n ^\i 
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a hare, a bird, or fisb, whiph they caught or shot, without 
paying them tie price they sold for in the market." 

In 1703 Borgard was married to Barbara Bradshaw, by 
ivhoni he had Bereral children, all of whom died young. 
In 1715 he married Catherine Mitchelaon, who waa niece 
to hia first wife, by whom he had one son and two 
dauRhtera,* 

He died at Woolwich on the 7th February, 1751, having 
reached the great age of ninety-two years. 

The officers of the Eoyal Artillery, from the great re- 
spect they bore to his diHtingniBhed valour and abilities, 
caused his portrait (taken from an original painting) to be 
placed in the Military Eepoaitory, a.D. 1785. It was after- 
wards removed to the select committee-room, Grand DepOt, 
and is now in the officers' mess-room at Woolwich, 

In the year nS3 the Koyal llegiment of Artillery con- 
sisted of eight companies, and was distributed as follows ; — 
One company at Gibraltar, one at Minorca, one at New- 
foundland, three with the army in Flanders, and two at 
Woolwich. 

From the latter, detachments were sent to the Mediter- 
ranean to serve on board the bomb-vessels of Admiral 
Mathews's fleet. In 174-1 the Eing of Sardinia applied 
to the admiral to allow these artillerymen to take charge 
of the most important ports and batteries on bis frontiers. 
One captain, four lieutenants, and twenty-four bombardiers 
were accordingly landed, and served with distinction at the 
defence of Jklontalban and Montleuze. These two for- 
tresses being assaulted and taken by the Prench and 
Spaniards in April, the detachments were made prisoners. 

The artiUery in Flanders were commanded by Colonel 
Pattison and Major Belford. It is needless to say our 
artillery at this time was much inferior to that of the 
French; but the fault was not that of the officers and 
men composing the regiment, but of the nature of the 
guns and their ineffective arrangement. When they had 
to be moved, the peasants of the country, with their 
horses, were pressed for the purpose ; and they verynatu- 
raUy ran off as soon as the guns were unlirabered for 
action. The artillerymen had consequently to drag them 
from point to point during a battle, and if the enemy 
came upon them, were obliged to leave them. 

In June, 17*1, the Duke of Cumberland came to Wool- 

• Withers Borgard (Ciiptttiu a.i.") 4Wa"ni 'SVmAb™ V\"."^; '^^ 
nineteen. Boi^ni's eldest dira&htei, T*».T3, •«^'6 ■mK«v'^ 
Captaia {afterwards Qoaerai) J SiiaM 'Ea.Uiaoii, ^- ^- 
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wich, and inspected the artillery. He was so pleased with 
the appearance of the corps under Major Lewis, that he 
ordered that officer, with his company, to join the army in 
Flanders, of which he was about to assume the command. 
Nothing was done this year, the army moving without the 
artillery, a circumstance whiish drew forth the ridicule of 
the French. When in winter quarters, a company of 
comedians from Paris played in the French camp, and 
among their performances was a pantomime, in which the 
following dialogue was introduced. An English officer is 
represented, who is asked by the clown — 

" Where are you going ? 

" Officer, To the siege of Lisle, which we shall take in 
five days. 

" Clovm, You have not a sufficient force. 

" Officer. Don't mind that. One Englishman will beat 
five 1 rench. Huzza, boys ! 

" Clown, But where is your artillery P 

** Officer, Odd so (scratching his head) ; we have fotttot 
it. Let me think — it is at Ostend or Antwerp, if it dm 
escaped the last storm.'' 

At the battle of Fontenoy (April, 1745), seven guns 
advanced with the brigade of Guards under Sir John 
Ligonier, and they quickly silenced the enemy's artillery. 
Tms, however, is ail that can be said in favour of our 
artillery ; but when it is considered that the French had 
two hundred and sixty-six pieces of cannon in the field, 
and that we had only forty-seven, there cannot be much 
expected on the part of the latter. 

Though the English lost neither colours, standards, nor 
kettle-drums in this action, the guns were left behind for 
want of horses, the drivers having " run away so early that 
they reached Brussels the same dav." 

The artillery lost in the battle of Fontenoy, Lieu- 
tenant Bennet, one sergeant, one gunner, and seven mat- 
trosses.* 

A detachment of three officers and fifty men was sent 
from Woolwich, in August, to stren^hen the garrison of 
Ostend, then besieeed by Count Leivendhal, which held 
. out about fourteen days. 

* Mattrosaes — ''Soldiers in the train of artillery next below 
the gonners ; their duty is to assist the gunners in traversing, 
sponging, loading, and firing of guns, &c. They carrj firelockfl, 
and march along with the store-waggons, both as a gaard and 
to help in eaae a waggon should break down." — Qhalmertf .CycUh 
patUom Tht rank of mattroaa waa a\K>Y\a\ie^vcLYl%%^^V^\i^^ 
whaik of ike priTate loldierB in the axlVWetr^ ^n^cq <a2^^ ^s^xsaxssnu ^ 



EtTROPE. 13 

The Pretender having landed in Scotland, andasaerabled 
an army, before the end of September he completely routed 
the English under Sir John Cope, and prepared to march 
into Enelaad. 

Tbere were none of the Eoyal Artillery at the battle of 
Freatonpons. Till then, the Highlanders had had a great 
terror of artillery; from that moment they acquired a 
contempt of it. The men who served the guns were sea- 
men whom Cope had brought from the fleet They fled 
at the furioua onset of the Gacla, and left the guns in their 
possession. 

At length the Date of Comherlaud arrired from 
iFlanders, and with him the four companies of the Eojal 
Artillery, which were distributed with the Beveral forcea 
" in diflerent parts of the kingdom. 

On the 8th of December, two companiea under the com- 
mand of Major Lewis marched from Woolwich to Findiley 
Common, where a force was being assembled under the 
immediate orders of the king, for the purpoae of meeting 
the rebels who were marching towards London. They 
having retired northward after reaching Derby, tiie camp 
broke up, and the artillery returned to Woolwich on 
the 11th. 

Six 18-ponnder8 were brought to play on the crumbling 
walla of Carlisle on the 29th December, and on the follow- 
ing day the city surrendered. 

On the 3rd January, 1746, Cumberland gave the com- 
mand of the English troops to General Hawley, and 
returned to London. Hawley made at onee into Scotland, 
taking with him a portion of the artillery. 

On the 15th January, forty.eight gunners and mat- 
trOBsea marched from Newcastle to join the main body. 
and on the 16th were followed by aisteen piecea of 
artillery. 

Oq the 17th January, the finglish were again defeated 
at the battle of Falkirk. This action took place during a 
great storm of wind and rain, and ended in the total rout 
of the king's troops. The artillery were not in action, as 
the guns stuck in a bog and could not be brou);ht up. As 
soon as the infantry was seen to turn, the drivers ran away , 
with tlie horses and limbers, leaving eight guna on the 
field. One of these was dragged down to the camp by the 
Grenadiers, the other seven fell into the haude of the 

Public attention was now drawn to ttve \tift^'i\e^'s. eq^fis.^ 
ment of our field artillery, ani tVo ioWo'^'v^?, ■M\^m 
appeared in tlie " Gentlemun'a Magaivae ■" — 
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'^'Tis surprising that, as this is not the first loss of 
artillery by nad horses, or by the country people going 
off with their horses, one out of several remedies that 
might be thought of was not provisioned against suffering 
again by such defects. With respect to the horses being 
bad, 'tis certainly difficult, if not impossible, to get horses 
of strength or in heart to labour in the norlJi, or countries 
at a great distance from London ; but as this is an affair 
well Known, horses of strength ought to be as much bought 
up and appropriated to draw a train of artillery (if one 
must be drawn, though of late not used) as for carrying 
our troopers or dragoons — and the drivers to be enlisted 
soldiers under the military oath. For the country farmers 
are not punishable for preserving themselves and their 
horses." 

Cumberland arrived at Edinburgh on the 30th January, 
and immediately made arrangements for the prosecution 
of the campaign. Marching about Scotland for nearly two 
months, on the 14th April the royal army came up with 
the rebels, who were halting on the '* bleak, black heath 
of Drummossie," hungry ana worn out, having fasted and 
been kept marching during the whole of the previous night. 

The action was commenced by the Highlanders, who 
fired their cannon for a few minutes without being answered 
by the Eoyal Artillery. 

A few minutes after one o'clock, soon after the High* 
landers had opened up their battery, Colonel Belford (who 
had ten guns under his command, two being placed at each 
interval of the first line) received orders to commence a 
cannonade, chiefly with a view to provoke the enemy to 
advance. The colonel, who was an excellent artilleryman^ 
performed his duty with such effect as to make whole lanes 
through the ranks of the insurgents, besides tearing up the 
ground at their feet, and stripping the roofs of the neiffh* 
bouring cottages in a manner almost as terrific. He aIbo 
fired two pieces at a body of horse, amongst whom it was 
believed tne prince was stationed ; and with such preoisioh 
did he take his aim, that that personage was bespattered 
with dirt raised by the baUs, and a man holding a led 
horse by his side was killed. 

It was not till the cannonade had continued nearly half 
an hour, and the Highlanders had seen many of their kins- 
men stretched upon the heath, that Charles at last gave 
way to the necessity of ordering a charge. 
^ oeeiDg a determined apnearanoe of a rush. Colonel 
"^^ord gare orders to load w*\\k ato^. Tti^a T^^^lled \ 
m fyg A time, bat at lexigtiaL ibe 'Ni&cvsi\.Q^^% vo^^^^^^ 
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in reaching the front line of tho English. Firing their 
musketa and then flinging them down, they thrust, sword 
in hand, on Barxd'a and Mnnro'H regiments, and cut their 
way throngh them. They were received with a murderous 
fire hy the aeoond line; but, being resolved to die rather 
than retreat, the few of the Macintoahea remaiaing 
rushed on, and the laat aurrivor perished at the point of 
the bayonet. 

The onslaugiit of tho Highlanders fell heavy upon. 
Barrel's and Munro'a regiments, between which were two 
guns stationed, hut that waa the only part of the line they 
reached ; the fearful discharges of grape from our guns 
preventing their advancing nearer than a hundred yards. 
At that diatance, however, they did great damage with 
their pistols. The only caanalties in the artillery wore 
one gunner and five mattrosses wounded. These, it is 
supposed, were attached to the guns between Barrel's and 
Munro's regiinenta. 

The result of the battle of Culloden is well tnowu : the 
enemy was diaperaed, aud the rebellion at an end. 

Aq expedition against Port L'Orient, in Brittany (the 
land forces being commanded by Lieut.-General St. Clair), 
sailed from Plymouth on the 14th September. The whole 
of this undertaking was miserably mismanaged, both 
soldiers and sailors being in a condition of the loosest dis- 
cipline, and tho sole result was the burning of some villages, 
which was a disgrace rather than a glory to England, The 
Ordnance Department was in dreadful confusion. Captain 
Chalmers and his company of artillery were put under 
tho orders of Mr. Thomas Armstrong, the engineer of the 
force, a person who had never seen service of any kind* 
(and who was at the time estremely afflicted with tho 
gout) i the evil consequences of which may be easily ima- 
gined, it being very improbable that Captain Chalmers 
would like to take orders from a civilian. There were no 
horses t» draw the guns, and neither the general nor any 
of his officers had a map, or knew anything of the country 
they were about to invade. 

After wasting two or three days in summoning councils 
of war aud attempting to parley with the enemy, the aiege 
was opened on the morning of the 25th. 

On the following afternoon Captain Chalmers reported 
there were no carcasses or bombs left, and only 150 shot 

' Armatrong died on the 27\,li Matc\i, \1^%,\l'w™i?, "^''^^ 
oa anj expedition eicepting tliis to ttae caasS. ut "B^aai'aft- ^-''''' 
ginaers were iiot comnusais&ed ontU 1.1 Vi . 
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remaining; and that he was positive he could not breach, 
the defences of L'Orient at the distance the battery was 
placed. Accordingly on the 27th the siege was raised, and 
after setting fire to the villages around the port, the army 
re-embarked and returned to England. 

Two companies returned to Flanders, and on this occa- 
sion the artillery were for the first time divided among the 
infantry ; two guns, commanded by a lieutenant, being, 
with a sub-division of the companies, attached to each 
regiment, and encamped with it. 

In 1747 three companies were added to the regiment, 
the recruits being, for the most part, men who had been 
discharged from the cavalry. From this period the regiment 
improved in appearance and in the size of the men, neither 
of which had hitherto been much attended to. 

Two more companies were sent to Flanders tiiis year, 
making a total of five. These were under the command 
of Lieut. -Colonel Belford and Major Borgard Mitchelson, 
officers to whom the Soyal Artillerj^ is much indebted. 
Their zeal and dihgence and their influence during the 
campaign in Flanders (1747*8) caused the corps to become 
a recognised body, instead of being looked upon as an 
auxiliary to the army. By ^hem the regiment was taught 
the use of small arms and the cdknmon drills and exercises 
of the infantry, and at the end of the war it began to bear 
a regular military appearance. Great attention was also 
paid to good order and strict discipline, matters that had 
been hitnerto completely overlooked. 

Colonel Belford succeeded to the command of the regi- 
ment on the death of Borgard in 1751. He never retired, 
but remained actively employed till his death, which took 
place on the 1st July, 1780. 

The mob, which at this time, under the pretence of 
religion, did all in their power to ruin the country by 
trying to lay its capital and its bank in ashes, meant also 
to release the convicts and destroy at once the ordnance of 
Britain by burning the Warren. General Belford had 
made such dispositions that 40,000 men could not have 
forced the Arsenal. This important service and despatch- 
ing trains of artillery to the different camps kept him on 
horseback day and night. Such extraordinary fatigue, 
fiuch unremitting application burst a blood-vessel in his 
lungs, and brought on a fever which carried him off in a 
^^w days. He was seventy years of age, and had taken 
ia §ome of the most remarkable events of the 
'^bA ceoimj, hayins served loia coxiJiVrj ^ot \v^«td% 



gena in 1741, and from tliat period till his death was cTer 
employed in aome military entprpriee ; the crowning 

£oint of his life being the battle of Culloden, where, " by 
is spirit and boldness, he checked the vigour of the clans 
and gave the victory." 

Borgatd Mitehefson was nediew to General Borgard, 
and served many years in the Eoyal Artillery. His first 
foreign service was at Minorca, where he was statioiied for 
many years, but it was in Flanders that he earned particular 
distinction. He lost an eye by a musket-ball at the battle 
of Fontouoy, which prevented him from taking part in the 
suppression of the rebellion ; but returning to Flanders in 
1747, he was appointed major, and second in command of 
the artillery. 

On tile establishment of the second battalion io 1757, 
he was appointed to be colonel- commandant ; be died at 
Portsmouth on the 26th February, 1763, aged fifty-two 
years. Mitchelson'a elder brother, George, was a captain in 
the Eoyal Artillery ; he served at Minorca, and with the 
Duke of Cumberland's army in Scotiaud during the rebel- 
lion, and died in Flanders in 17'17. 

In July, 1747, a detachment was sent from Woolwich to 
assist in the defence of Bergen-op-Zoom. This fortress, 
the key of Holland, was taken by the French on the 15th 
September; the detachment of British artillery having 
lost fourteen men during the siege. 

The war came to an end in 1748 by the treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, hot was renewed with increased vigour by the 
French in 1756. That England should possess the finest 
port in the Mediterranean, and so near their own shores, 
was to them a subject of inoreaaing chagrin. Great pre- 
parations were therefore made for an expedition to Mi- 
norca, and in May, 1758, a force under the Duke of 
Eiohelien began to besiege Port Mahon. The Englisli 
garrison could only mnater 3352 officers and men, including 
a company of artillery. This company relieved Captain 
Mace's in 1749 ; the latter having formed part of the 
garnson of Minorca from the time that island came into 
the posseseion of the British. After a gallant defence of 
twenty-eight days, the garrison, reduced to 2755, and worn 
out with incessant duty and watchings, surrendered on the 
most honourable terms. During the siege the company of 
the Eoyal Artillery had nine men killed and twenty-two 
wounded, of whom three died. Preparations VittcNi«sav?, 
made in England to send troops to t\ie let-ei cii "Oos; ??s.- 
rieon, and among the new eata\]VvBVmen\.&"«»**-'^'''^'^''^ 
of miners, which was attached to aa4 ^o-K&ei-'i^^f'^ 
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!Royal Artillery. The command of this company was, 
through Uie interest of Sir John Ligonier, bestowed upon 
Lieutenant William Phillips, at the time the youngest of 
his rank in the regiment. The captain-lieutenants and 
the senior lieutenants before whom he was preferred were 
naturally annoyed at being passed over, especially when 
the only recommendation in Phillips's favour was that he 
had acted as aide-de-camp to Sir John Ligonier. Thinking 
it merely a temporary appointment, they made no stir in 
the matter, but the following year the miners were dis- 
tributed, and the company established as one of the regi- 
ment. By this time PnilHps was known and respected as 
an able officer, and his subsequent conduct in Germany 
and America gained for him the admiration of the whole 
world.* 

During this war several descents were made on the 
coast of France, all of them being more or less miserable 
blunders. The first was that against Eochfort, under Sir 
John Mordaunt, in 1757, which was accompanied by a 
detachment of artillery under Captain James. 

The only event worthy of mention that occurred in this 
expedition was the gallant conduct of Colonel Wolfe, the 
conqueror of Quebec, it being the first occasion on which 
that officer attracted attention. 

In May, 1758, an expedition under the Duke of Marl- 
borough (junior) embarked at Portsmouth for St. Malo, 
and returned in June, having done nothing except setting 
fire to a quantity of shipping. 

The following month another force under General Bligh 
destroyed the fortifications ofi Cherbourg, but they were 
eventually driven from the French coast in a manner 
anything but creditable to our army. 

Two companies of the Eoyal Artillery, under Captains 
Pattison and Brome, took part in these afiairs. Of 
Pattison we shall have frequent occasion to speak. There 
were two captains in the regiment at this time named 
Brome — Charles and Joseph (probably brothers). The 
former left the regiment, or died, about 1760 ; the latter 
lived to be a lieut.-general, and is remembered by many 
old men still living. He began his service in the Boyal 
Artillery as a drummer about the year 1726,t and died 

* Daring the American war of 1818, a general of the American 
■army, wishing to flatter some of his artillery officers, mentioned 
them in the despatches as being like the English captains PhUlipt, 
Dnmmond, and Foj. 

^ Tii0 exiet date of Brome^ eQ\iatok«Ti\i caxmicAiV)^ v^RxtaiaQd, 
*f mm mMdi9 imuur or mattxoM ^IHQ* 
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on the 24t!i April, 1706, aged eiehty-four yeara, having 
been three timea eomrnandsnt of Woolwich garriHon. He 
was a little man, Tei'v attenfire to duty, hut (prohably from 
a sense of hie hiiinble origin, of which he was proud) very 
reserved, neyer mixing with tlie families of the younger 
olflcera who had heen educated at the Academy. Aji 
anecdote is related of him, that on one occasion, while he 
waa commandant, he wbs entering the Warren,* when the 
guard turned out, proaented arma, and the drummer beat 
two mfflea ; little Brome ran up in great diBpleaBure to 
the drummer, and upbraiding him for his ineffleiency in 
the art of drumming, anatched the drum awaj, passed the 
suspending belt over his own neuk, and began to rattle 
away iu a very superior style. Fiaiahing with the two 
ruffles, he eselaimed — "There, yon young dog, that's the 

y I used to beat the drum when I was a drammer." 
a 1761 an expedition under Admiral Eeppel embarked 
for the reduction of Belleisle. The troops were commanded 
by Major-General Hodgson, and the artillEry (three com- 
panies) by Lieut. -Colonel Deaaguliera. Our battetiea 
openedonthe2ndMay, and on the 13th tlio outer defences 
were aaaaulted and taken, the enemy retiring into the 
citadel. On the 16th new batteries were completed, and 
the citadel was instantly played upon by forty mortara, ten 
howitzers, and forty guns of different calibre, while the . 
field-guna were occasionally employed to fire ricochet to 
dear the enemy's works. On the niglitof the 20th one of 
OUT sheila entered a small place in the citadel, made a great 
explosion, and drove some of the stones into the town with 
fluch force that one man was killed and several wounded. 
The breach began to appear considerable on the 25th, and 
by the 7th June was large enough to juatify an asaauit. 

Tiiia was prevented, however, by the enemy, who sur- 
rendered the citadel on that day, the British taking pos- 
eesaion on the 8th. The island remained in the possession 
of the British until the peace of the following year, when 
it waa given up in eschange for Minorca. 

Colonel Deaaguliovs was remarkable for his scientific 
attainments, particularly in the art of war. 

In the autumn of 1773. George III. made a special visit 
to Woolwich to see the efiect of some curious smoke-balls 
invented by General Deeagidiers, the intention of which, 
as exemplified in a mock engagement, was to cover an 

■" Tho Arsenal, which was origmaW^ a TtWtiv'ij 'HMnisi. ^S- "*** 
«aHed "Ilia Warren" until Jane, \%05. 'sti'so., >>-3 '"'"^ 
George III., it was named ito Bojai iuaenii. m 
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assailing body when repulsed from a strong position, 
and thus prevent the enemy from availing themselves of 
the consequent confusion. 

The tangent scale, originally called the Pesaguliers, was^ 
the invention of this officer. 

On the death of Colonel Mitchelson in 1762, Desaguliers 
was appointed colonel-commandant of the second battalion^ 
still retaining the appointment of chief firemaster, which 
he had held since 1748. He died (lieut.-general) at London,, 
on the Ist March, 1780. 

A large body of British troops embarked for the con- 
tinent in August, 1758, to co-operate with the allied 
Hanoverians and Hessians in expelling the French from 
Germany. Captain Phillips, six lieutenants, and one hun- 
dred and twen^ non-commissioned officers and men were 
the only artillerymen who accompanied this force ; but in 
March following a company and a half was sent over to 
Germany, and a regular brigade of artillery was esta- 
blished, consisting of three companies under Captains 
Macbean,* Drummond,t and roy,J— the whole under 
Captain Phillips. 

With the exception of the battles of Minden and War- 
bourg, the history of this campaign is nothing more than 
an uninteresting narrative of field manoeuvres and unde- 
. cisive battles of rare occurrence, which led to nothing. 

At the battle of Minden (1st August, 1759) the British 
artillery covered themselves with ^ory. 

About seven o'clock a.m. the French began to fire from a 
battery which raked our column of artillery on its march. 
The battery erected under the care of Count de la Lippe 
de Buckebourg, grandmaster of the artillery, contributed 
greatly to decide the fortune of the day, he having by 
that battery totally extinguished the fire of the enemy's 
batteries on their right, and made at the same time great 
havoc among the Swiss and Grenadiers de France. About 
nine o'clock the enemy began to give way, a general con- 
fusion followed, and about ten the whole of the French 
army fled in disorder. 

Some of the French regiments retired into the old camp, 
but the British artillery quickly dislodged them, and they 
were obliged to retire beyond the hil£. In the general 

* Died at Woolwich, November 11, 1800: Lieut. -General and 
Col. -Commandant of the Invalid Battalion. 

+ Died at Woolwich, June 27, 1805 : Lieut. -General and 
Cowwand&nt of the Field Train Department. 
X Vied in Canada, April 27, Vll^ \ ^ct^\A«^ Vi Qi^xi^T^ 
^^dimaad. 
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order published by Prince Ferdinand the day after the 
battle, particular tliaaks are given to Captaina PhilhpB, 
Druramond, and Foy, and on the following day Captain 
Mncbean received an autograph letter from the prmce, of 
■which the following is a uopy : — 

" SiK, — It ia from a sense of your merit, and aregard for 

i'uatice, that I do in this manner declare 1 have reason to 
le inflniteljr aatiafied with your behiiTiour, activity, and 
zeal, which in so conapicnous a manner yoii made appear 
at the battle near ThornhauBeo on the 1st August. The 
talents which you possess in your profeaaion did not a 
little contribute to render our fare superior to that of the 
enemy; and it is to you and your brigade that I am in- 
debted for having silenced the fire of a battery of the 
enemy, which eitremely galled the troops, and particularly 
the British infantry. Accept then, sir, from me, the 
just tribute of my most perfect acknowledgmeuta, accom- 
panied with my moat sincere thanks. 

I shall be happy in every opportunity of obliging you, 
deairing only occasions of proving it, being, with the most 
distinguished esteem, your deroted and entirely affec- 
tionate servant, . Febdikjns, 

Tu Captain MiLCbeati, Duke of Branswick and 

of the Eojal British Artilletj. Lunenburg." 

Later in the month his Serene Highness gent orders to 
Monsieur Hederaann, hia treasurer, to pay the following 
of&cera of the British artillery the undermentioned 
(fatuities, as a testimony of hia great aatiafaction of their 
gallant behaviour in the action of the Ist : — 

To Captain William Phillips . . . 1000 crowns 
„ Forbes Macbean . . , 500 „ 
„ Duncan Drummond . 500 „ ■ 
Edward Foy .... 500 „ 

The casualties in the Eoyal Artilleiy at the battle of 
Mindon wore two rank and file killed ; Lieutenants Uohert 
Holers* and llJcUard Harrington.f one sergeant and nine 
rank and file wounded ; Lieutenant John Garden^ end 
two rank and file missing. 

Among the lieutenants of artillery at the battle of 
Minden waa Vaughan Lloyd, an officer who served sixty- 
one years in the regiment. As major he took part in we 
defence of Gibraltar {1773, &e.], and as lieut-colonel 
served in the West Indiea during tl\e Te-?G\ia.'0y3ti»s^ ■r'ks 

• Hied at Kew York, T6\ir™i3 "i,?., Y"'i^. 
f Died ia JHinorca, 176S, X ■SJ:B■^H^e>'^^^~ '"■ 
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Bisby Lambert fell one of the many victims to disease on 
the 23rd December, 1781. 

When the garrison surrendered, Captain Jacob Schalch* 
was the senior officer of the Eoyal Artillery. Perhaps a 
more noble or a more tragical scene was never exhibited 
than that of the march of the garrison of Fort Phillip 
through the Spanish and French armies. 

It consisted of no more than 600 old, decrepit soldiers, 
200 seamen, 125 of the E.oyal Artillery, 20 Corsicans, and 
25 Greeks. The two armies, consisting of 14,000 men, were 
drawn up in two lines, and as the noble little force passed 
through them, many of the foreign officers and soldiers 
shed tears at the emaciated appearance of our men, who, 
when they had passed through, laid down their arms — their 
commander, the brave old General Murray, declaring 
** they had surrendered them to God alone." 



CHAFTEE n. 

** Scattered were they . . . . 

From the cold lakes of the north to the sultry southern 

savannahs, 
From the black shores of the sea to the lands where the Father 

of Waters 
Seizes the hills in his hands, and drags them down to the 

ocean.*' LoHaFBLLow. 



AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES, 1741 — 1782. 

CABTHAOEITA, 1741— PORT «U QUKSNB, 1755 — LOUISBOUBO, 1758 

— QUEBEC— GUADALOUPE, 1759 — CAPTURE OP CANADA, 1760 

COLONEL WILLIAMSON — WEST INDIES — NEWFOUNDLAND 

HAVANNAH, 1762— REVOLUTIONARY WAR — BUNKBR'S HILL — 
DEFENCB OF QUEBEC — SERGEANT HAIOH — CAMPAIGNS OP 1776 

— ATTACK ON CHARLESTOWN — COLONEL JAMES, 1777 BIIB 

GOYNE'S army — DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT OF THE ARTILLBB 
AT SARATOGA— PHILADELPHIA — CAPTAIN DOWNMAN — BRIGADIE 

CLEAYBLAND — 1778 : RETREAT FROM PHILADELPHIA SI 

ANTHONY FARRINGTON — SIEGE OF NEWPORT — SAYAITNAH — 1779 
GEORGIA — VIRGINIA — STONY POINT — 1780 I SIEGB OF CHABLBf 
TOWN — CAMDEN — GENERAL PATTISON — 1781 : VIRQINIA- 
DSATH OF GENERAL PHILLIPS — BATTLB 01 GUILFORD— -WBS 
•iDIES — PENSACOLA — YORKTOWN— CANADA. 

The first service of the Eoyal Artillery in the New Wo 
tras at the siege and capture of Cartkagena in 1741. 

♦ Pied at Plymouth, Decembet \^, Vl^^. 
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conduot here, as on all other occaaions, reflected 
great credit on theiUBelves and the army ^enersMj, though 
they had to deplore the loss of thsii cDmrnanding officer. 
Colonel Jonas Watson — an officer who had diBtinKuished 
himself in Fiaadcrs and at the defence of Gibraltar (1727). 

A company was sent to Nen-foondlaud in 1743, and 
another formed part of the garriaon of Louiabourg from 
1745 till the peace of 1748, when it was sent to Nova 
Scotia. On the bieaking out of the war in 1754, the 
following instmotiona were issued to the commander-in- 
chief, General Braddooli, preparatory to his embarking 
for America : — " You arc to tuke under your command aa 
many aa yon tiiiok necessary of the two companies of 
artillery that are in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, aa 
soon aa the season will allow, taking care to leave enough 
to defend the last of these places." 

Pifty men under Captain Ord were all that could be 
conveniently spared from these earrisona ; all of whom, 
with the exception of a small detachment which had 
been sent againat Niagara under General Shirley, were 
cut to pieces at the battle near Fort du Queane, on 
the 9th July, 1755. Captain Ord survived to return ■ 
with the remnant of his detachment (the first of the 
corps that served in America], and in after years he 
was appointed colonel-commandant of the iiist battalion 
of the regiment sent to that continent.* Two companies 
under Colonel George Williamaon embarked in February, 
1757, for service in the western hemisphere, and they were 
engaged at the aiege and capture of Louisbourg in 1758. 
Eeinforced by detachments irom England, they formed part 
of tbe army under General Wolfe, which wna aasembled 
in the roadstead of Louisbourg in June, 1759. They 
rendered great service at the Isle of Orleans, but at the 
great battle on the plains of Abraham (13th September) 
there were but fifty artillerymen and one gun (com- 
manded by Capt.-Lieut. Yorke),t the remainder being 
encamped on the Point of Levi in readiness to bombard 
Qnebeo across the river. This gun played with great 
success on the enemy's columns, and obliged the French 
general more than once to make alterations in tiie dis- 
position of his forces. When the garriaon of Quebec sur- 
rendered on the 18th, the detachment of the Royal Artil- 
lery, with their gun and three companies of grciiadi*s, 

• Tko fDorth hattaliou, eatnbliahed in I'i^'V. Cq\qq^ 'o^i S^^ 
at Batb, ApriJ IS, 1777. 

f Died at Uabon, 3n\3, Yl'Si. 
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Bisby Lambert fell one of the many victims to disease on 
the 23rd December, 1781. 

When the garrison surrendered, Captain Jacob Schalck* 
was the senior officer of the Boyal Artillery. Perha^w a 
more noble or a more tragical scene was never exhibited 
than that of the march of the garrison of Port Phillip 
through the Spanish and French armies. 

It consisted of no more than 600 old, decrepit soldiers, 
200 seamen, 125 of the Eoyal Artillery, 20 Corsicans, and 
25 G-reeks. The two armies, consisting of 14,000 men, were 
drawn up in two lines, and as the noble little force passed 
through them, many of the foreign officers and soldiers 
shed tears at the emaciated appearance of our men, who, 
when they had passed through, laid down their arms — their 
commander, tne brave old General Murray, declaring 
*' they had surrendered them to God alone." 
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** Scattered were they .... 

From the cold lakes of the north to the sultry soathem 

savannahs, 
From the black shores of the sea to the lands where the Father 

of Waters 
Seizes the hills in his hands, and drags them down to the 

ocean." Longfellow. 



AMERICA AND THE WEST INDIES, 1741 — 1782. 

CABTHAOEITA, 1741 — FORT DTS QUKSNE, 1755 — LOUISBOUaa, 1758 

— QDEBBO — GUADALOUPE, 1759 — CAPTURE OF CANADA, 1760 

COLONEL WILLIAMSON — WEST INDIES — NEWFOUNDLAND 

HAVANNAH, 1762 — BEVOLUTIONABT WAR — BUNKBR'S HILL 

DEFENCE OF QUEBEC — SERGBANT HAIGH — CAMPAIGNS OF 1776 
— ATTACK ON CHARLESTOWN — COLONEL JAMES, 1777 — BUB- 
QOYNB'S ARM7 — DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT OF THE ARTILLBRT 
AT SARATOGA— PHILADELPHIA — CAPTAIN DOWNMAN — BRIGADIEB 
CLEAVELAND — 1778 : RETREAT FROM PHILADELPHIA — SIK 
ANTHONY FARRINGTON — SIEGE OF NEWPORT — SAVANNAH — 1779 • 
GEORGIA — VIRGINIA — STONY POINT — 1780 : SIEGE OF OHABLB 
TOWN — CAMDEN — GENERAL PATTISON — 1781 : VIRGINIA - 
DEATH OF GENERAL PHfLLIPS — BATTLB OF GUILFORD — YTEl 
%DIES — PENSACOLA — YORKTOWN CANADA. 

The first service of the Eoyal Artillery in the New Worl 
tras at the aiege and capture of Gartkagena in 1741, 

♦ Died at Plymouth, Deeembet \%^ Vl%%. 
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Their conduct here, as on all other occasions, reflected 
great credit on themaelvea and the army p[enerally, though 
the? had to deplore the loas of thsir commanding olJieer, 
Cofonel Jonas Wataon — an ofHcer who had distinguished 
himself in Flanders and at the defence of Gibraltar (1737). 

A company waa sent to Newfoundland in 1743, and 
another formed part of tho garrison of Louiebourg from 
1745 till the peace of 1748, when it was sent to Nova 
Scotia. On Uie breaking out of the war in 1754, the 
following instructions were issued to the commander-in- 
chief, General Braddoci, preparatory to hia embarking 
for America : — " Y^ou are to take under your command as 
many as you think necessary of the two companies of 
artillery that are in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, as 
soon as tho season will allow, taking care to leave enough 
to defend the last of these piaaes." 

Fifty men under Captain Ord were all that could be 
conveniently spared from these garrisons; all of whom, 
with the exception of a small detachment which had 
been sent against Niagara under General Shirley, were 
cut to pieces at the battle near Fort du Queaae, on 
the 9th July, 1755. Captain Ord survived to return 
with the remnant of his detachment (the firat of the 
corps that served in America), and in after years he 
was appointed colonel- commandant of the first battalion 
of the regiment sent to that continent.* Two companies 
under Colonel George Williamaoo embarked in. February, 
1757, for service in the western hemisphere, and they were 
engjaged at the siege and capture of Louisbourg in 17oS. 
Semforced by detachments from England, they formed part 
of the army under General Wolfe, which was assembled 
in the roadstead of Louisbourg in. June, 1759. They 
rendered ureat service at the Isle of Orleans, but at the 
great battle on the plains of Abraham (13th September) 
there were but fittj artillerymen and one gun {com- 
manded by Capt.-Lieut. Yorke),t the remainder being 
encamped on the Point of Levi in readiness to bombard 
Quebec across the river. This gua played with great 
success on the enemy's colnmna, and obliged the French 
general more than once to make alterations in the dis- 
position of his forces. When the garrison of Quebec sur- 
rendered on the 18th, the detachment of the Royal Artil- 
lery, with their gun and three companies of grenadtdPs, 

• Thefourth battalion, e8ta\)liahc4m\"ift'V- (i^um'^ Ciy'^ ^'**- 
M£alh, Apnl 13, 1777. 

+ Died at Uatmn, JtA'j, "i-T-T - i 
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under Lieut.-Colonel Murray, marched into and took pos* 
session of the upper town, hoisting British colours on the 
most conspicuous part of the fortification. 

Eleanor Job, the wife of a gunner of the Eoyal Artillery, 
accompanied her husband through this campaign, and was 
attached to the army as principal nurse in what was called 
" the flying hospital.*' 

Her intrepidity and humanity were equally proverbial 
with the army, for she was often known to rush forward 
at the cannon's mouth on the field of battle to assist in 
the dressing of the wounded soldiers, by whom she. was 
held in such regard that she was familiarly known among 
them by the name of " Grood Mother JAb." 

At the battle on the plains of Abraham she was parti- 
cularly conspicuous in her heroic exertions to save the 
wounded. When General Wolfe was killed, she was the 
person selected to prepare his remains for embalnmient. 

Her husband having been killed in battle, she returned 
to her native country, without any adequate provision for 
her support, and for fifty years she lived as a pauper in 
the parish of St. Giles's, where she died on the 17th Sep- 
tember, 1828, at the advanced age of one hundred and five 
years. 

Previous to the capture of Quebec, a force under General 
Amherst, including 111 of the Boyal Artillery under Major 
Ord, was sent against Ticonderago and Crown Point. The 
services rendered by Major Ord in the construction of a 
rail to carry the heavy ordnance for this expedition are 
worthy of mention. 

A company under Major S. Cleaveland served at Guada- 
loupe during the struggle for that island in 1759, and 
witn the 63rd regiment garrisoned the citadel of Basse- 
terre after its capture. The French, who were not ex- 
pelled from the island, kept them in constant expectation 
of an attack by approachmg the citadel in considerable 
bodies, and sometimes even firing into it. 

In order to repel these attacks, Lieut.-Colonel Desbrisay, 
the governor, ordered the guns to be fired whenever the 
enemy appeared in force ; and to be the more ready for 
this service, he caused two barrels of gunpowder to be put 
into the stone sentry-box in the angle of a bastion, to be 
near at hand when there was occasion to fire the cannon. 
Thiso barrels, unluckily, had not been properlv covered 
over; and the enemy appearing in a large oody, the 
£royemor ordered some guns to be fired at them, when a 
iew sparks from, the wadding o£ on© o^ Wi© ^\i« were 
observed to blow towards the 8eTitTy-\)0TL'sAifit©>iJaft'^^^^«6 
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vraa lodged. Colonel Peabri8a.y bein;; informed of Ihia, 
sent two bombardiers lo corer up tlie barrels witb Hheep- 
skina ; but imfortunateljiui other gun was fired before tile 
bombardieM could eseente the Bervice they were sent on,, 
and B. Bpark eet fire to the guopowder, causinc a dreadful 
eiploaion. The governor and the two bombardiers were 
blown to atoma ; two officers, some artillerymen, and 
several men of the 63rd regiment were killed, and many 
officers and privates wounded. The enemy, on perceiving 
this disaster, which they thought whs greater than it really 
was, came down in large bodies, with a design to attach 
the fort ; but receiving a severe fire both from the cannon, 
and musketry, thej*were soon convinced of their mistake, 
and having sustained considerable loss were obliged to- 

At the capture of Arnonville the British artillery (four 
6-pottndera and two howitzers) kept up a constant and 
well-directed fire on the top of the enemy's intrcnohmenta. 

The whole island surrenuored on the 2Qd May. 

The success which had attended all our mihlary opera- 
tions in North America in 1759 induced our commanders 
steadily to follow up tho advantages they had gained, 
and indeed, if possible, to deprive the French of all their 
possessions in that part of the world. 

For this purpose, in 1760, three expeditions were planned, 
all of whico. were to Lave distinct views in the first part 
of their operations, but ultimately to form a junction for 
laying siege to Montreal, by the fall of which an end would 
be put to the Freuoli dominion in America. Detachments- 
of uie Boy al Artillery accompanied the forces under General 
Murray and Colonel HavOand, but the main body, under 
Colonel Williamson, was attached to the army of the com- 
mander-in-chief, General Amherst, Oswego being the ap- 
pointed rendezvous. 

On the loth August all the reculara embarked and pro- 
ceeded towsrds the river St, Lawrence. Bad weather 
obliged General Amherat to put into a small creek at night, 
and in so doing an artillery boat was lost on tie bar at the 
entrance of It. The weatlior becoming more moderate, he 
proceeded, at noon on the 11th, for the Eiver de la Mothe, 
and ou the 12th tho army landed. 

On tho 16th, the advanced guard of tlie army arrived at 
Point de Baril, from whence one of the enemy's brigs 
appeared in sight. The general resolved to attack her with 
the row-galleys ; and Colonel WilliavtiwaQ, o^ 'i^ve"?»ft-5^ 
Artillerj, requested leave to Icb.4 tW at\,acV, 'wi ■BV-vefe'^Ssjfc 
general asaented. The night bemg \cty iM>i., ^^»s. **»'™| 
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was postponed till the 17th, when the army moved on and 
soon came up to the enemy's vessel, which was endeavour- 
ing to escape up the river. ColonelWilliamson, with the five 
gsuleys, immediately made towards her. She cannonaded 
them with great briskness as they advanced. When the 
galleys got to the proper distance for engaging, the wind 
died away ; this was of great advantage to them, as they 
were thereby enabled to direct their fire with greater 
exactness. 

Colonel Williamson was rowed in a small boat to the 
different galleys, and directed the attack. After an action 
of two hours and a quarter, the vessel struck, and was im- 
mediately taken possession of by a party of 300 men. She 
was called the Ottaiva; mounted one 18-pounder, seven 
12-pounders, and two 8-pounders ; and had on board 100 
men, commanded by M. la Broquerie. The galleys fired 
118 rounds ; the brig fired 72. The British had a sergeant 
of the Eoyal Artillery killed and a private wounded ; the 
enemy had 3 killed and 12 wounded. 

The general was so pleased with the conduct of Colonel 
Williamson and the Hoyal Artillery on this occasion that 
he named the prize the Williamson. The army advanced, 
and on the 19th laid siege to Fort Levis,* which surren- 
dered on the 25th. 

On the 6th September the army reached Montreal, and 
in the course of the day got up two 12-pounder8, five 
6-pounders, and five 3-pounders (neld-guns). The services 
of these gims were not required, however, for Greneral 
Amherst, being joined by General Murray and Colonel 
Haviland, had a force of about 10,000 men under his 
command, with which he completely invested the town ; 
and upon sending in his demands they were complied with 
by the Marquis de Yandre, the French commandant. 
Thus, on the 8th September, 1760, not only Montreal, but 
the whole province of Canada passed into the hands of the 
British. 

The active service of Colonel George Williamson was 
now ended. On the formation of the third battalion in 
1759, he was appointed colonel-commandant ; in 1762 he 
was promoted to majo^eneral, and in 1772 to lieutenant- 
general. He died at Woolwich, on the 11th November, 
1781, aged seventy-seven years. 

There were now ten companies of the Boyal Artillery in 
America, including one at Newfoundland. Two of these, 

* Situated on hie Boyale, a amaW \a\axiOL Vn \)afe "Kw^t ^ 
Zmrrencc, eighty -two miles from MontreaV. 
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under Lieut.-Col. Ord, were with General Monckton at 
the taking of Martinique (7th February, 1762). 

They landed at Cas de Navires, beaiefjed and took Port 
Royal, and flsally obtained pOBseaaion of the whole island. 
This was followed by the surrender of St. Vincent, 
Grenada, and St. Lacia, and the English were masters of 
the Carribbees. A detaohment under Captain Fergusaoa* 
waa attached to the force which recaptured Newfoundland 
from the French, in September, 1763, tiiey having- anr- 
prised the garrison of St. Jolin'a and obliged it to capitulate 
in the preceding June. 

The great event of 1763 was the siege and capture of 
Havannali, in which 377t of the Royal Artillery, under 
Xjient.-Col. Alexander Leith, played a most eonspieuona 
part. After contending with tke utmost difficulties in the 
erection of batteries and bringing up of guna {owing to the 
rocky nature of the ground), the artillery opened fire on 
the Moro — the principal fort — on the 1st July. After 
a severe bombardment of thirty days — during tlie latter 
part of which time the artillery, having lost bo many men 
by wounds and aiokneas, were assisted in the batteries by 
500 seamen from the fleet— a mine whs aprung, and a 
narrow breach having been eSected, the British troopa 
fon^ht their way through it into the fort, and kept pos- 
BessLOn of it. 

The attack was now on Fort La Punta and the city 
itself. It was not until the 11th Auguat, however, that 
the guns of the Moro could be turned against their old 
masters ; but when the fire opened the effect vies instauta- 
neous.J Within sis hours the whole of the HavanniUi,. 
including all the vessels in the harbour and the country 
for 180 miles to the westward, were in the possession of 
the British. The commanding officer of the artillery, 
Lieut.-Col. Leith, fell while directing the bombardment. 

The command of the corps then devolved on Lieut.-Col. 
Samuel Cleaveland. Captain Samuel Strackey and Lieu- 

* Captain Andrew Fergiisson died in Nova Scotia, January 13, 
1766. 

t 270 from En glimd— Colonel Leith. 107 from North America 
— Colonel Cleaveland. 

J " Ths guns and mortars were ao *flll nerved by tlie artillery 
and Mulora, and their effect bo gceat, \M.aS, in. Veaa \.Wn. ■ivj. ^u«ks. 
all tha gnaa in tia fort and north Wa^pioa -wwo BiEoKf^.? — 
Albemarle's Deajialdi. 



i 



30 England's abtillerymen. 

tenant Bossom were also killed, and Captain Gknreham and 
Lieutenant Benjamin died of wounds. Major Ferron was 
one of tlie many victims to the disease which preTailed 
among the troops during this remarkable siege. 

On the 3rd November a general peace waa signed 
between England, France, and Spain; by the terma of 
which (of the conquests made in the West) we retained 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, Tobago, Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, and Grenada ; restoring Martiniqoe, 
St. Lucia, and two other islands to the French, and ex- 
changing Havannah for Florida with the Spaniards. 

On the night between the 18th and 19th April, 1775, the 
£rst shots were fired by the American colonists in defence 
of their liberties. The fire being returned by the English 
soldiers, a sharp engagement ensued, and the great event 
of the eighteenth centuiy — the American Hevolutionary 
War — had commenced. This afiair took place at Lexing- 
ton, a village of Massachusetts, eleven miles from Boston, 
and warlike preparations were immediately commenced at 
the last-named town. 

A battery was thrown up on Cope's Hill (an eminence 
commanding the river and the peninsula of Charlestown), 
for the security of such of the king's ships as might be 
required in the river. Lieut.-Col. James, of the Itoyal 
Artillery, superintended this work ; when finished it was 
mounted with six 24-pounders from the line-of-battJe ships, 
and called " the Admiral's Battery." 

From the day on which the skirmish at Lexington hap- 
pened all intercourse between the country and the ffaxrison 
of Boston was cut off, and the town was completely blocked 
up on the land side. 

On the 27th May an affair took place* between H.M.'s 
schooner Diana and the Americans; during which the 
vessel was becalmed, and the enemy brought 2000 men, 
with field-pieces, against her. General Gage sent two of 
our guns to the island facing the enemy, but it was impos- 
sible to give the schooner any effectual aid; and the 
following morning she was abandoned by her crew, who 
were taken on board the Britannia armed sloop, which had 
been sent to their assistance. 

After this disagreeable affair, the great utility of the 
battery erected by the admiral on Cope's Hill was dis- 
covered. The Boyal Artillery were ordered to take pos- 
session of it, and to arm it with some of their own guns, — 
those belonging to the men-of-war having been returned' 
en board; and as this defence was now considered of some 
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importanee, it lost ita former name, and obtained that of 
" Cope'fl Hill Battery." 

AtdaybrealconthelTth June, the garrison of Boston was 
alarmed by a heavy eaouonada from H.M.'a ahip lAmly, 
which proceeded from the enemy having taken posseBsion 
of Bimuer's Uill — a height on the peninsula of Charles- 
town, and wUiuh during the preceding night they bad 
fortified with the greatest diligence. They were discovered 
in the morning erecting a battery to play on the shipping 
and town of Boston, when General Gage immediately re- 
solved to attack, and, if possible, dislodge them. 

At nine in the mornmg, the Glasgaio frigate, and a 
battery of BiJL pieces of heavy ordnance and some howitzers 
from Cope's Hill opened on the rebels. Shortly after- 
wards about five regiments of infantry, and Buchanan's 
and Farrington's companies of the Eoyal Artillery with 
iield-pieces, were hastily embarked, and landed about 
Boon on Charleatown Pomt, without opposition, under the 
protection of the ships of war, and some fiat-bottomed 
Bghtera with a 12-poiinder in. each end, served by the 
Koya! Artillery under Colonel James. The latter were 
engaged during the dayin firing across Charlestown Neck, 
■with a view not only to prevent the enemy from marching 
fresh forces over the isthmus during the action, but also to 
annoy those who were routed, or to prevent their escape. 

The rebels on the heights were in gi'eat force and strongly 
posted. Their centre and left flank were covered, by a 
breastwork, part of which was cannon-proof; these works 
reached from the left of their redoubt to the Medford 
river. About half-past three o'clock the attack was begun 
hy a brisk cannonade from the British artillery, the first 
and second lines of infantry advanciag slowly, and 
frequently halting to give time for the artillery to fire with, 
more effect. The infantry now rushed on to assault the 
breastwork ; but the rebels did not return a siiot until the 
assailants were very near, when they poured in a heavy 
aad incessant fire upon them. For some time they with- 
stood this, but their Joss of oiUcers and men becoming very 

rat, the troops recoiled and fell into disorder. Captain 
0. lluddleatone,* Captain John Lemoinct Lieutenant 
A. Shuttleworth,J Mr. Unanoe (a volunteer with the 

• Died at Woolwich (major-general), February 13, ISIJ, aged 77- 

+ Died at Woolwicii (colonel), December 23, 1801. 
J InTolided as major, 1796. Died, at Ho,'ii\iei5,afe>'- ^isii,ii.<Kc 
Sheffield, Jal; 0, 1833. 
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artillery), eleven sergeants and eight men of the Boyal 
Artillery were struck down by this murderous fire, though 
they all escaped death. The enemy being greatly advan- 
taged by the buildings in Charlestown, from whence he 
directed a severe fire on the British troops, the battery at 
Cope's Hill received orders to throw carcasses into the 
town. 

These orders were instantly obeyed and had the in- 
tended effect. The place was presently in flames ; the 
steeple of the church, oeing composed of wood, fell ftdl of 
armed people, and all in a blaze ; soon after the rebels 
were forced to abandon the town. 

At this instant the troops renewed the attack, and not- 
withstanding the various impediments thrown in their 
way, soon drove the rebels from all their works, and forced 
them to abandon the peninsula, leaving Ave guns behind 
them. 

In the autumn of 1775 the Americans, under Arnold 
and Montgomery, invaded Canada, and having succeeded 
in capturing Montreal and some of the out-stations with- 
out any effusion of blood, they proceeded, in November, 
to besiege Quebec. General Carleton, afterwards Lord 
Dorchester, having with him troops escaped from Montreal, 
took every measure in his power to make as vigorous a 
defence as possible. A small detachment only of the 
Eoyal Artillery being in Quebec, the sailors of his 
Majesty's ships were landed to work in the batteries. 
Thus a formidable regiment of artillery was hastily formed, 
TThich performed wonders during the siege. 

The Americans appeared before Quebec on the 5th 
December, and in a few days opened two batteries— one 
of five mortars, and the other of six guns. These were 
speedily silenced by our artillerymen and sailors ; when 
Montgomery, the American commander, beiug very weak 
in artillery, made preparations for an assault. After 
making two or three attempts to surprise the garrison, on 
the dlst December he assaulted it in full force. 

Having cut down some palisades which obstructed their 
way, the Americans pushed on to the next barrier ; where* 
as soon as they made their appearance, several guns loaded 
with grape were discharged with such good aim that 
Montgomery, his aide-de-camp, and many of his men were 
killed. The American trooos, seeing the fate of their 
commander, turned and fled oack up the cliffs. Arnold at 
the same time was pushing his way through the suburbs 
of the lower town, havmg with, him both riflemen 
And artillery. They assaulted a emaVl \)m\. \^^-^^l«v5L\<fe\ 
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it!i considerable loss, after 
nold waa Bcverely wounded, 
□nd obliged to be carried from the field ; and aa bia enc- 
ceaaor waa about to attack a second battery he ibimd him- 
aelf attacked in the rear, and waa obliged to Burrender/ 
with the loss of 400 men ; 100 of whom were killed, and 
the remainder taken prisoners. Their five mortara and 
one of their guns were captured and bronglit into tlietown. 
The only loaa anstained by the British during the aaaault 
consisted of one officer, Lieut. Matthew Anderson, of the' 
navy (who was aerring aa a captain of artillery), and four 
men killed, and seven wounded. 

Sergeant Anthony Haigh, of tlie Eoyal Artillery, whose 
gallant conduct during the aiege was specially mentioned 
Id general ordera by General Carleton, was among the 
wounded. He aoon recovered, however, and continued to 
serve in Canada till 1787, holding many important sitoa- 
tiona. In April, 1783, he was aent by Colonel Maebean to!aot 
as second in command at fort St. John's, taking with him 
& letter of recommendation to the commandant of the fort, 
atating that he would be found very uaeful and deserving of 
his commander'a confidence, and also recommending that 
he should be furnished with comfortable quarters. He 
waa promoted to sergeant-major of the newly-raised oom- 
paniea of Military Artificers, m 1783, and waa stationed at 
G-uemaey, wherene exhibited his qualities as a drill-maBter 
in the training of the Eoyal Guernsey Cavalry. In 1806 
he received a commission aa sub-lieutenant, and died at 
St. Heliera, Jersey, January 9th, 1836, aged eighty-eight. 

The plan of operations in America for the year 1776 waa 
upon a Tory extensive scale. 

The grand anny in America (the artillery of which con- 
sisted of six companies under Captains Farrington, Martin, 
Innes, Buchanan,* and Davies.t commanded by Brigadier- 
General Cleaveland) waa under the command of General 
Howe, and was to act against New York and the middle 
provinces. 

A small force, including two companies of artillery, left 
Ireland in January to aerse in the aouthern provinces 
under Major-Gen erals CUnton and Corn wallia. 

Another largo army, under Major-General Bur^oyne, 
left England in April for Canada with the intention of 



ef ib0 ^d laibtlioa. 
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driving the Americans from that colony, and inyading the 
rebel provinces from the northward. Six companies of 
the £oyal Artillery, under Majors David Hay ana Griffith 
Williams, Captains John Carter, Ellis Walker, Thomas 
Jones, and William Borthwick, the whole commanded by 
M^'or-General Phillips, formed part of this army. 

There was a great deal of manoeuvring, but not mwsh 
severe fighting, in 1776. Charlestown was attacked by Sir 
Peter Parker and General Clinton in Jyne ; and in Sep- 
tember, Howe compelled Washington to evacuate TSem 
York, and followed nim up as far as the Delaware, whidi 
was crossed by the Americans in the middle of December. 
The attack on Charlestown was directed by Colonel James, 
K.A., who threw some shells at the fort from the Tliunder 
bomb. Perceiving that she was placed at too great t 
distance to be of any service. Colonel James endeavoured to 
remedy the defect by ordering an additional quantitY of 
powder to each mortar. By this means a few shells re&uied 
the fort ; but the recbil of the mortars was so mnch in- 
creased that their beds broke down and the vessel becai&e 
useless for the rest of the day. 

This was the last occasion on which Colonel Thomai 
James commanded the Hoyal Artillery against an enemy* 
Having been actively engaged at Gibraltar, on the Con- 
tinent, in America, and elsewhere for upwards of fattj 
years, he was appointed, on the death of General Belfori 
colonel-commandant of the 1st battalion. He entOTed 
the regiment as a private in August, 1737, and died, holding 
the rank of a field-officer, at Blackheath, on the 6th Marohf 
1782. . . 

The attack was a failure, and the troops joined the mail 
body under Howe at Sandy Hook. Lieut. William S. 
Level* and a sergeant of the Boyal Artillery were kiBod 
in the engagement at Long Island on the 27th Augnib 
The entire casualties in the regiment during the campaign 
of 1776 were only one officer, two sergeants, five rank and 
file killed, one sergeant and seven rank and file wounded. 
Of these one sergeant and three privates were drowned i 
the East Eiver by the oversetting of a boat on the 
October ; the others received their wounds at Long la 
Brunk's Eiver, and Fort Washington. 

Seldom has Montreal witnessed a scene of higher excii 
mcnt or more warlike bustle than was presented to the 
of its inhabitants on the morning of the 8th of June, 17' 

* Lieutenant Level enllated m the R.A.. in October, 1755, 
received hia oommiAuon but a lew TiioiL\!iEA'\M2lQx%'^Q^ ^^{bd^ 
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It waa on this day tliat General Burgoyne, baying drawu 
together the whole of his army, waa about to open a 
campaign from which the moat orilliajit leaults were ex- 
pected ; but from which, unfortunately, the most disaatrona 
coaHequencfiB enaucd. Major-General PhiUipa, with hia 
own battery, and those of Lientenaut-Colonel Hay,* 
Mujora Williama and Oarter,t Captaina Jonea and Walker, 
-was aent with the commissariat and hospital atorcs by 
water to a point near the aouthern extremity of Lake 
ChamplaiD, the* infantry having marched from Montreal 
to the same point ; Captain Borthwick'sJ company re- 
mained in garrison at Quebec. 

It was on a beantiful morning, the last in the month of 
June, that the army began its march. Without re- 
counting the whole of the campaign, euSce it to say the 
Americana retired before this force until they croased the 
Hudson, when, being reinforced, they formed an intrenched 
camp near Saratoga. 

The HudsoQ waa crossed ,by Burgoyne'a army on the 
13th and 14th September, and on the 19th he was attacked 
by the Americana at Stillwater. A short but severe battle 
took place, and the British, remaining on the field, claimed 
the TicUiry ; but it was a victory aoverely won, and far 
&om deeisivo. It was through the fire of the artillery, 
iowerer, that the Americans were compelled to retire ; for 
after the first round of grape from the British batteries, 
they turned about and fled towards their intrenc-hmeuta. 
At the battle of Saratoga (7th October) tke British artillery 
covered themselves with glory. 

General Phillips, upon first hearing the firing, moved 

with Maj or "Williams'a battery towards the scene of action. 

By dint of extraordinary perseverance he succeeded iu 

making his way througit a wood, and came up with the 

-enemy juat as the 20th regiment had begun to give way, 

P hill ipH seeing this, made haste to remedy tlie evil. He 

dashed forward, bringing with him only a few followers, 

lallied the broken regiment, and led it back in the moat 

augnifloent style to the charge ; then hurrying away to 

the right, he broaght up his guns to the edge of the wood, 

I from which they opened a tremendous fire of grape and 

caaiiater upon the enemy's tlaak. The guna which rendered 

. tjiia service, however, were left in the field, the horses not 

' • Ketii-ed October 12, 1781. 

t Dial in America, March 17, 1779. 

% BoTthwick, aa major-goneial, sacceed«d Qeaentl l\ai^oe£a. i<k 
, wloael-oomniandaDt of the InYsitd 'BaW«iunv. 'Ws ttiei b-"!- 
QreeQwiefi, June 27, 1808, 
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only being destroyed, but most of the brave gfunners, who 
Lad, as usual, under the conduct of Major Williams, dis- 
played the utmost skill and ability in their profession, 
together with the most undaunted resolution, being all 
eiUier killed or dangerously wounded, and Major Williuns* 
taken prisoner. 

Captain Blomefield, E.A., who served as aide-de-camp 
to General Phillips, recei;red a severe wound in the face 
from a musket-ball. 

The other batteries behaved with equal gallantry ; the 
brave Captain Jones, who was unfortunately killed while 
defending his guns from the assaults of the enemy, was, 
with his brigade, particularly distinguished. 

The artillery of Frazer's division was commanded by 
Captain Ellis Walker,t whose conduct thronghont ibis 
action is borne testimony to by his commanding officer m 
the following despatch : — 

"In consequence of the* death' of Brigadier*Grenen] 
Frazer, the command of the advanced corps of Genenl 
Burgoyne's army devolved on me ; and it is with pleasure 
I acknowledge the defence of my post in that action wa» 
principally owing to the conduct of Captain Ellis Walker 
and his brigade of Eoyal Artillery, and their services <m 
that evening deserve every encommm that I can bestow. 

" Earl of Baloabbes, ColoneL" 

Though this action terminated in favour of the Brituhf 
the Americans quitted the field in a most orderly manner, 
and gave Burgoyne no further hopes of proceeding. 
Lieutenant Howarth, K.A., was wounded and taken pri- 
soner; and among the men Corporal David ManningSy 
Hombardier James Dempster, Mattrosses George Faixgrevet 
David Price, John Powell, and Drummer Francis Hains, 
were killed ; Corporal John Grant, Bombardiers George Yeati- 
and William Wniloe, Mattrosses John Goldie and William 
Mattliews received wounds, from the effects of which ther 
afterwards died ; Gunner John Bell lost the use of his len 
arm through a bullet lodging in his shoulder, and MattroM 
Edward Froude was shot through the right hand. 

Lieutenant Molesworth Clieland was killed during the 
attack on Skcenborough on the 6th July. This was one of 

* Died at Woolwich, March 18, 1790, aged sixty-eight, 
f On the death of Major-General lienjamin Stehelin, Lieut* 
Govaruur of Ueutlcmcn Cadets, Walker became colonel-com* 
luamlant of the 3rd battaUon. He Oied.«k ^«uftx^\, ^^.CbLQlaea, oa 
ibe 14th UsLrch, 1820, aged eighty. 
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the places the Americans eracuated (after a shght defence) 
during the advance of Burgoyne'a army. 

Burgoyne noiv made preparationB for a retreat, but in a 
few daya he found himaelf completely surrounded hy the 
AmericanB, and on the 15th October surrendered himself 
and the whole of his array as priaoners of war, 

Washington having established his winter quarters in 
the Jcraeys, whither he had been followed by a brigade of 
the British under Earl Comwallis, frequent skirmishes 
took place between the outpoata and foraging parties j and 
on one occasion, at Amboy, a gun was brought into play 
W the British, and its commander. Lieutenant P. 
Desaguhers, was killed. 

In July General Howe left New York with an army, 
including Brigadier-General Oeavelaod and six companies 
of the Eoyal Artillery, under Captains Farrington, Traille, 
"WiUiajnsoa, Standiah, Eochfort, and Stewart,* and after 
sailing about the no&st for nearly two nionthe, landed on 
the northern shore of the Elk river, and proceeded towarda 
Philadelphia. On the 11th September ho came up with 
the main body of Washington's army at Brandywiae, and 
after a short battle the Americans £cd in confusion, having 
lost 1300 men— 300 killed, 600 wounded, and 400 prisoners. 
The Eoyal Artillery had five men killed in this action 
Xjieutenant Alexander Shand.f tiro sergeants, and nim 
rank and file wounded. On the 37th September thi 
British entered Philadelphia, but left the main body of 
the army at Germantown, ten miles distant. General 
Howe immediately gave orders for the erection of three 
tatteriea to act againat any of the enemy's shipping that 
might approach the town. 

These batteries were not finished when two frigates and 
a number of small armed vessels came up and attacked 
them. The largest frigate, named the Delaware, anchored 

within five hundred yards of the battery, the other vessels 
taking their respeotive stations as they could bring their 

guns to bear. About ten in the morning they began a 

lieavy cannonade upon the town as well as the battery, but 

the tide ebbing, the Delaware grounded ; upon which four 
s, which had been brought to bear upon her, did such 
mtion that in a short time she struck her colours, and 

^ , s hoarded and taken by the marines. 

' COeaveland, who attended the batteries in person, seeing 
" Jnhn Htewittt was appointed colonel-commandant o£ tka "iiki 

battalion on its formation in 1803. Dia4 at Scni'i^iMn^'iCT\, SSkti^w 

12, 1807. 

f Colonel, 1800. Died at AbeiO,een, ii-?n\T A'^'^"^- 
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the effect of these guns upon the Delaware, turned the 
direction of his fire to the smaller vessels, and forced all 
of them, except a schooner that was disabled and driven, 
on shore, to return to their former stations under th& 
protection of the fort. 

Lieutenant George Wilson, who commanded one of the 
guns engaged with the frigate, having left his post for the 
purpose 01 communicating with General Cleaveland, was 
tried for cowardice. He was honourably acqmtted, how- 
ever, but received a re prim and for leaving the gun. 

On the 4th October W ashington attacked Germantown, 
but after a .sharp engagement was compelled to fall back 
on his camp at Snippach, a distance of twenty miles. 

Lieutenant James Frost*^ and fourteen men of the !Royal 
Artillery were wounded on this occasion. On the 2l8t 
October a detachment of 12,000 Hessians, under Count 
Donop, attacked the American fort at Eed Bank, and were 
repulsed with great loss. The only British officer present 
on this occasion was Captain Francis Downman, £'.A» 
This distinguished officer served on the coast of France in 
1758, at St. Malo, Cherbourg, <&c., and commanded the 
only two guns that were on shore at Fort Cas. He served 
in the West Indies from 1758 to 1763, at the captures of 
Martinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Domingo ; and after the 
capture of Fensacola in 1764 (at which he was present) he 
remained there three years. After distinguishing himself 
on various occasions during the American devolution, 
he served again in the West Indies in 1778, at St. Lucia 
and Grenada. He died at West Maling, Kent, on the 
16th August, 1825. 

Colonel Ord having died in the early part of 1777, the 
command of the 4tn battalion devolved on Colonel 
James Fattison, who immediately went to America 
and assumed that active command which his pre- 
decessor had (through illness) been incapable of retain- 
ing. Brigadier-General Cleaveland, who had directed the 
operations of the artillery in the absence of Colonel Ord, 
now returned to England. This officer, who had served 
in all the active operations in the West since 1762, was 
appointed colonel-commandant of the 3rd battalion in 
1/81, and died at Lymington on the 28th August, 1794. 

Colonel Fattison, with his staff-officers S. F. Adyef and 
Edward Williams,;]; joined the army at Fhiladc^phia on the 
26th November. 

♦ Died at Woolwich, April ^7, 1TS3. 
f Died at Jersey, March ^4, 1*1^4. 
;£■ Died in London, Jaauan 1ft, VI ^%. 
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Howe's army now settled down at Philadelpliia, and, 
exceiitinB the aflair at White Marafi od the 5tli Dec«inber, 
remained peacefully in thtir quarters during the whole of 
the winter. There were now eight companies of the Eoyal 
Artillery with this army. Two of these were quartered 
in the public Bchool-houBe, another in an adjacent building, 
and the remaining five with the head-ciuarterB of the regi- 
ment in the State House. 

It vaa in the Stat« House that the Peclaration of 
Independence was adopted by the American Congress, on 
tile 4th July, 1776, aud was publicly proclaimed from the 
steps the same day. 

A portion of the step upon which Washington stood 
on this occQiiiou is still preserved as a relic by the 
Americana. 

From the commencement of this rebellion the American 
cause had received the sympathy of France. Jealous of 
British power, and hating the British nation, she had 
iratched the progress of events with, evident satiafaction. 
Snrgoyne's defeat, establishing as it did the supremacy of 
the rebel arms, was the signal for war on the part of the 
French, and on the 6th February, 1778, a treaty of alliance 
between France aud America was signed at Paris. Vaat 
fleets were immadiately fitted out, — one of them, under 
D'Estaing, proceeding at once to the assistance of the 

In May, 1778, Sir W. Howe left the array, and General 
Clinton 8UC(;eeded to the command. 

Aa the French fleet was daily expected, it was thought 
advisable to withdraw the army from Philadelphia to New 
Xork, and accordingly on the 18th June the former city 
was evacuated. Waahington lost no time in following up 
the Eritish, and on the 28th a portion of his army camo 
up with them at Freehold, in New Jersey ; here, however, 
haying been driven back by the infantry, and sustained a 
severe cannonading from four batteries (under Captains 
Wilhamson, Standish, Scott, and Shand), they made a 
halt, and suffered the British to proceed to New York 
without further molestation. Lieut. T. L. Vaughan, R.A., 
was Jtiiled in this action. The uUinnce of the French and 
Americans having rendered Halifas of more importance, 
Captain Farrington's company was sent to that station; 
three non-commissioned officers and twenty-five men under 
Lieut. Gillespie* being the only artillerymen in that gar- 
riBon since 1775. 
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Captain (afterwards General) Sir Anthony FarringtOD, 
was the son of Lieut.-Colonel Charles Farrington, who 
entered the 'Rojal Artillery as a private in April, 1733, and 
died at Woolwich as second commandant of the Invalid Bat- 
talion on the 23rd February, 1782. He was bom Febroary 
6th, 1741, and having passed through the Eoyal Military 
Academy, he received his commission on the 29th October, 
).755. He served in America from 1764 to 1768, and 
again from 1773 to 1783, and was engaged in most of the 
actions with the colonists from Bunker's Hill to the cap- 
ture of Philadelphia. He commanded the Eoyal Artillery 
at Plymouth in 1788-9, at Gibraltar 1790-1, at Woolwich 
1794-7 (daring which time he was sorely tried by the 
breaking out of a mutiny in the garrison), and in Holland 
in 1799. He was a D.C.L. of Oxford, and in considera- 
tion of his long and valued services he was created a 
baronet on the 3rd October, 1818. He served faithfully in 
three reigns, for the long period of sixty-eight years, being 
at the time of his death the oldest officer in the British 
service, retaining the use of his faculties and performing 
the functions of his office to the last. He died at Black- 
heath on the 3rd November, 1823. His second son, 
Henry Maturin, a lieut.-colonel in the Eo^al Artillery, 
succeeded to the baronetcy on the death of his nephew, 
the second baronet ; he died at Heavitree, October 4th, 
1834. 

When the French fleet arrived off New York they 
captured a number of trading vessels and other small 
craft, and among them the tender of the Ca/rcciss bomb, 
with a detachment of the Royal Artillery on board. When 
the commander (Lieut. Garstin, R.A.) observed that the 
tender was drifting, he at once put off in a boat to report 
the circumstance to the admiral. By so doing he escaped 
the fate of his detachment, but lost all his effects. 

In July, 1778, the Americans laid siege to Newport, 
Ehode Island, which was garrisoned by 5000 British, in- 
cluding a company of artillery under Lient.-Colonel John 
Innes.* During this siege, which lasted a month, the 
Hoyal Artillerj gained great honour by their distinguished 
bravery, especially on the 30th August, when the Americans, 
having raised the siege, were attacked by the garrison, and 
compelled to quit the island. The casualties m the Boyal 

* Died at Woolwich, May 30, 1788. His son, who served as 
lieutenant in the Royal Artillery daring this campaign, resigned 
/o 2T85. 
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ArtiUery were about thirty -three killed and wounded, in- 
clnding Lieat. William Pemhle, who had his left arm 
shattered, and was obliged to suffer amputation. 

This officer was promoted into the line. 

Early in September Maior-General Grey, with a body 
of troops, sailed for Bedford, a noted port for privateera, 
and amving thereon the 5 tli, destroyed the place, and re- 
emharked by noon on the 6th. The fort, mounting eleven 
guna, was blown np by Captain Scott,* commanding officer 
of theEojalArtillerj,andthus the only defence the Ameri- 
cans had on the Aecuahnet river was deatroyed. 

In November a body of troops under Colonel Campbell, 
with a detachment of artillery under Lieut. Kalph Wilaon.t 
escorted by aome ships of war, sailed from New York 
againat Savannah in Gteorgia. This expedition was a com- 
plete success. Savannah was attacked, carried, and the 
whole province speedily reduced. 

Lieot.-Colonel Alexander Innes, an officer who greatly 
distinguished himself during thosB operations, and was 
appointed governor of Savannah when it was captured 
(and afterwards seat home with the deapatebes), I began his 
career in the army aa a private in the Eoyal Artillery. 
He received a commission aa lieutenant-fireworker in 
1759, and five years afterwards was promoted into a lino 
regiment. 

The troops compoaind Burgoyne's army were not sent to 
England according to the terms of the convention, but 
were kept confined and treated in a sliameful manner by 
the Americana. They were marched into "Virginia in the 
autumn of 1778, escorted by a guard of Continental troops. 
Crossing the Hudson river at Fishkiln, a bombardier and 
twelve men of the Eoyal Artillery, with many othera of 
the army, contrived to make their escape, and at the 
peril of their lives reached Sew York in safely. They 
were in a dreadful ragged state, having receivedno clothing 
for two yeare. 

Some of the officers were exchanged for those of the 
American army who had fallen into our bands ; by this 
means Major-General Phillips, Captain Blomefield, Lieuts. 

* Died in Newfonndland, September 2i, 1779. 

t Invalided May 21, 1790. Died at Greenwich, Fobniary 19, 
ISOfi. 

J On delivering the despatches, Lieat.-Col. Innes was presented 
to tha king, who grncioualy reoeivcd liiin, ani 5ieBKiAe4.VvBi.tnSB. 
SOOl. lo buy a st/ord. 
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Eichard Dysart,* John H. York,t and George Ileid,^ 
of the Royal Artillery, were restored to tlieir corps. 

Promotion being very slow in the Eoyal Artillery, it 
hadi been customary for officers who had distinguished 
themselves to solicit and obtain promotion into the line. 
Many promising youn^ officers were thus lost to the regi- 
ment, no fewer than fourteen having availed themselvea 
of the privilege since the commencement of the American 
war.§ Accordingly, in January, 1779, an order was issued 
prohibiting any officers from being promoted out of the 
corps. 

The campaign of 1779 opened in Georgia, where the 
artillery was commanded by Captain Fairlamb :|| two most 
successful actions were fought in March, the Americans 
being compelled to retire, and the British enabled to ad- 
vance into South Carolina. Sir Henry Clinton sent out 
various expeditions to destroy the stores and magazines 
the Americans had amassed in Virginia, and these naving 
swept the whole of the lower Chesapeake with the besom 
of destruction, a formidable expedition was prepared under 
Clinton himself, the head-quarters and some companies 
of the Boyal Artillery being included. 

The object of this expedition was to reduce the works 
the Americans had erected at Stoney Point and Yer- 
planks, on the river Hudson. The transports, with the 
' troops on board, sailed up the river on the 30th May, and 
on the following morning Major-General Yaughan landed^ 
with a considerable body of troops and Captain Bochfort's 
company of Royal Artillery, eight miles below Yerplanks ; 
while General Clinton, with four regiments and Captain 
Traille*8 company of artillery, proceeded within three 
miles of Stoney Point. 

These troops Clinton placed under the command of 
Major-General Pattison, Il.A., and ordered them to die- 

* Lieut. Dysart was sent to Canada in 1781 ; being promoted^ 
he was again sent to New York, and commanded the detachment 
on board the Yevjm%M bomb. He was inyalided home in 1793^ 
and died February 5, 1797. 

t See chapter vi. % Retired in September, 1787. 

§ Among these were Lieut. Alex. Macbean, son of Colonel Mac- 
bean, B.A., Lieut. Burrard, afterwards Sir Harry Burrard (see 
chap, yii.), and Lieut. P. Harman Black. This last named officer 
served as a volunteer^ (private) in 1777-; he received his commission 
the following year, and was shortly afterwards promoted into the 
IriBh roJanteers ; in December, 1779, he was restored to his rank 
•1 the Royal ArtUIerj, and died in Ameiica m 11^^. 
// Pied at Charlton, Oclo\)ex ^4,1%QQ. 
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embark and act in conjunction with the troops already 
Ian ded.^him self commanding the whole, and directing the- 
attack. The enemy abandoned hia works on the heights 
of Stonoy Point du'ectly onr troopa landed, and after a 
bombardment of tvfo days Fort La Fayette, the principal 
work on Verplanks, capitulated, — tlie garrison surrender- 
ing thctDBelvos prisoners of war. Leaving garrisona in 
these newly-captured works, Clinton retiirnod to New 
York. 

Captain Tradlecommonded the artillery at Stoncy Point, 
and Lieotenant Douglas at Verplanks. On the night of 
the 15th July tha Americans succeeded in surprising the 
garrison at Stoney Point, and after a ahort Htrugcle be- 
came maaters of the place, the British being compelled to 
snrronder themselveg priaonera of war. 

Captain Traille, E.A., had that morning left Stoney 
Point on account of his health, and the command of the 
Eoyal Artillery foil upon Captain Tiffin,* who, with 
Lieutenant Homdonf and hia men, was captured by the 
Americans, Lieutenant John Bobertsl ran to the ahorc, 
and plunging into the riTer, swam to the Vulture sloop-of- 
war (distant about a mde), and thua escaped the fate of his 

The Americana at once eoramenced firing acroaa the 
river, as Clinton had done, into Fort La Fayette ; while 
another force invested it ou the land side. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Webster, the cpmmandant, directed Lieutenant 
Douglas to keep his men at their post, but not to return 
the enemy 'a fire. By this conduct the Americans were 
induced to believe the garriaon was destitute of guns, and 
therefore put their own into a galley to be transported uj> 
the river. !No sooner had the Americana ahipped tlioir 
gona than Lieutenant Dongias opened upon tiie galley an 
18-poiinder — the only piece of heavy ordnance in the 
ibrt; and his shot was so well aimed, and raked the galley 
with Buch effect, that to prevent her sinking the crew ran. 
her ashore, and there set her on fire. In the meantime 
Clinton despatched a relieving force, and the Americans 
no sooner saw the transports than they retreated. Lien* 
tenant Hobert Douglas§ received the special thanks of 
■ luvalided in 1TS3 ; died at Beading, August 30, ITSi. 
t Kesigned iu November, 1800. 
t Died in BsrbBdoeB, Novemlier 6, 1T93. 

g ThiH officer was appointed commandant o£ the corps of artil- 
lery drivera oa their establialimenti in 1195, 1.^4 TiMcai^ "^e 
appoiottaenl aatjl the breaking up of &a catpa \q \'i"Vl - "^<i ^^'''^ 
at Woolwich, April i, 1827, aged Beyeal3-t\iiee. 
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Sir Henry Clinton for his meritorious conduct on this 
occasion. 

The concluding event of the year was the glorious de- 
fence of Savannah — the British, under General R'evost, 
withstanding a siege and repulsing an assault made by 
the combined armies of France and America, with a loss 
of only fifty-five men ; the allies, in the meantime, having 
had nine hundred killed and wounded. 

Major-General Pattison was now commandant of New 
York, in which situation he rendered himself extremely 
popular, bestowing his attention equally on the troops, the 
loval citizens and prisoners of war, meting out justice to 
all ; he also interested himself in all charitable institutions, 
schools, &c,, and founded a temporary asylum for the 
orphans of soldiers killed during tne war. 

On Tuesday, the 18th January, 1 780, being his majesty's 
birthday, the usual salutes were fired from all the batteries 
in and about New York, and from all the ships in the har- 
bour ; and in the evening a splendid ball was given by the 
general, field and staff'-oflScers of the army, which was 
opened by General Pattison and Madame de Reidesel. 

Early|this year Sir H. Clinton sailed with a powerful army 
for the siege of Charlestown. The weather at sea proved 
very tempestuous, and the ships were driven about for 
some weeks. Many of the transports were lost, some of 
them were taken by the enemv, and one vessel, the Hussia 
Merchant^ having on board the heavy ordnance and Cap- 
tain Collins's detachment of Boyal Artillery, foundered at 
sea. The crew and artillerymen, however, were saved by 
the Lady Dunmore jjrivateer, and carried into Bermuda. 
They afterwards joined tiie army before Charlestown. 
Clinton landed his troops on St. Jolm's Island, about thirty 
miles from Charlestown, on the 11th Februaij, but it was 
not till the 1st April that he broke ground before the city. 
It was well defended, and an open communication kept by 
the American field troops ; but our batteries opened on 
the 10th, and they were so well managed by our artillery 
under Captain Traille that] they soon acquired a supe- 
riority over those of the enemy; and the works were 
pushed forward with great vigour and assiduity. 

The enemy's cavalry and field troops having been de- 
feated by a force under Lieut. -Colonel Webster, the 
enemy's communication was effectually cut off, and 
Charlestown completely invested. Before opening the new 
batteries, which nad been erected within one hundred 
yards of the place ^ on the 8th May,CUnton stimmoncdthe 
American general, Lincoln, to auTxcii^LCT. Ti\^^(ic\iiwA% 
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not being complied witli, the battcjiea were opened, and 
ao deatructive a fire poured into the citj that it aurrendered 
on the 11th, and the whole garrison, amoanting to upwards 
of ail thouaand men, were made priaonera. An unfortanate 
accident happened a few daya after the Burreniler of 
Charles town that greatly increased our loss. A storehouse, 
iu which there were thirty harrela of powder, was appointed 
for the reception of the rehel arma, and many of the drivere 
and othera being employed to throw them in, it is supposed 
"that one of the muskets waa loaded, and weut off, as the 
magazine blew np. Sy this sad catastrophe Captain Col- 
lins, Lieutenant Gordon, and fourteen men of the Eoyal 
Artillery, besides eleven artificers and other soldiers, lost 
their lirea, and several were badly wounded. 

The nest affair of any consequence that happened thie 
year was the victory of Camden, which Lord Comwallis, 
with aOOO men, achieved over Gates's army of COOO (16th 
Aupist}. 

The British had hut four euna in the field, manned by- 
two sergeants and fifteen rank and file of the Eoyal Artil- 
lei^, and commanded by two lieutenants — one of whom, 
"William Marquois, was severely wounded, and died from 
the effects of his wonnds on the 15th October following. 
Maior-Genoral Pattiaon, worn out with continued sorvioe, 
and bowed down by years, felt himself unable to retain his 
command, and on the Ist Septcinber, 1780, he left New 
York for England, being accompanied to the water-side 
by Sir 3. Chnton andhia staff. 

General James Pattison was born in 1733. He re- 
ceived his commission as lieut.-fire worker in the Boyal 
Artillery on the lat April, 1740, and advanced a atep in 
promotion each year till he was appoioted captain-lieu- 
tenant, which rank bo retained till 1747, from which 
time he waa ever prominent as a commanding olEcer of 
artillery. 

On the coast of France, in Portugal, and in America he 
appeared as a warrior ; whde in 1769 he was employed at 
Venice auperintending the organization of the Italian 
artillery. 

He was the originator of many inventions useful in 
bis profession, among which may he mentioned a licht 
piece of artillery, constructed on a moat convenient plan. 
BO that both the gun and carri^e might be transported on 
men'a ahoulders to places impracticable to the usual modes 
of draught. 

He was twice commandant of "WooVst^ 5,wt\wiw, ■e-^ 
waa also goremor of the Koyai "MJiAsi^ kcsi-wa^. "-^^ 
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died in London on the Ist March, 1805, and was buried in 
the family vault in Plumatead churchyard. 

The command of the artilleiy in America devolved on 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Martin, who had hitherto 
commanded the companies in New York. 

The campaign of I78I was opened by General Arnold (he 
who at the commencement of the war had taken so active 
a part on the American side, but who in 1780 declared 
himself disgusted with the rebellion, and offered his ser- 
vices to the English), who, with a small force, ravaged the 
American stores in Virginia. Soon after, Arnold was su- 
perseded in the chief command by General Phillips, 'R.A,, 
who, having been exchanged for the American General 
Lincoln, had resumed his duty with the army. On the 
26th March this army ascended James Eiver, took and 
destroyed much property in Williamsburg and Yorktown, 
and ravaged the country round. 

On the 27th April they marched to Chesterfield Court- 
house, where they were attacked by a number of American 
vessels of about twenty -six guns each, and a body of be- 
tween two hundred and three hundred militia. 

Notwithstanding this formidable force, the effect of the 
fire from the British artillery, directed by Captain Fago 
and Lieutenant Eogers, was such that the ships were soon 
obliged to strike their colours, and the militia were driven 
from the opposite shore. Fortunately not a man of the 
king's troops was hurt ; but the loss of men on the side 
of the enemy must have been very considerable, as they 
were quite exposed to the well-directed fire of the British 
artillery. On the 1st May the arm^ marched to Bermuda . 
Hundred, and here General Phillips was unfortunately 
seized with a fever, which deprived the army of his abili- 
ties, and was a great loss to the public service. He con- 
tinued with the army, however, and though too ill to mount 
a horse, a postchaise was procured for him, in which he 
travelled from Brandon to Petersburgh, where a number 
of American and French officers of Xa Fayette's armv 
were taken. Unfortunately for his country, General Phil- 
lips's disorder proved too strong for the skill of the phvsi- 
•cian to remove, and he breathed his last on the 13th May. 
In him the king and the nation lost a most excellent officer. 
His services at the battle of Minden and elsewhere are 
given in Chapter I. An active warfare had also been 
going on in North Carolina during the early months of 
1781. On the 17th January a small body of troops under 
Colonel Tarleton were defeated by the Americans at Cow- 
pens, or Ninety-eix, Our guixa (J.n?o S-^MDLder«^ fell 
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into their hands, but not until all the artillerymen vrero 
disabled. 

Earl Comwal]is,inhia despatcli, says, "2fo tenor could 
induce the artillerrraen to abandon tbeir guns, and they 
were all killed or wonnded in defenee of them." 

Coruwaliis, with hia army, now marched and counter- 
marched at least tweJve thousand miles, through, a country 
erery part of which was hostile to his pro^esH ; and with 
invincible patience and firmnesa surmounted the impedi- 
ments which nature had thrown in his way till the 15th 
March, when he brought the Americans to an engagement 
at Guildford. Thiawas the hottest and most glorious battle 
throughout the war. The numbers of the British had been 
reduced, by various causes, to 1610 men, which included 
buthalfacompany of the HoyalArtillery under Lieutenant 
John Macleod ;• while the enemy mustered at least 9000. 
Kotwithstanding this disparity of nnmbera, the British, 
alter a hard-fought action, were left masters of the field. 
The enemy lost Uieir cannon, and afterwards regained them; 
hut finally they fell into the hands of the British. 

Lord Cornwallis was highly pleased with the conduct of 
the Boyal Artillery in this action, and became for ever 
afterwards tlie firm friend of Lieutenant Macleod. Lieu- 
tenant O'Hara and one gunner were killed, and four men 
wonnded. Of the remaind f th d t hm t cry few 
snrviTed the hardships adftgu thyhd und eone in 
fording rivers and ere k d ggmg th guns lirough 
almost impassable defil w th t t t and y often 
without provisioua ; all th t Id f f lly th brave 
band, whose invincible p t man f ted th ardent 

zeal for the honour and t t t th u- gn and 

oounlry. 

Amonfr the victims to fatigue was Lieutenant John 
Pritehard, E.A., who died a few weeks after the battle of 
Guilford. 

Though they had suffered many reverses, particularly in 
the surrender of Burgoyne's army, the war up to this time 
Lad been in favour of the British. But noK the example 
of Prance was followed by Spain ; and the Dutch, even, 
were induced to join the league against England. The 
consequence was that no more troopB conld be spared 
from England for the defence of the colonies, and the army 
in America had to cope with the united forces of France, 
Spain, and the colonists, as well as to defend the West 
l^^^idia Islands, which were surrounded by fleets of either 



• Aftenmrds Sir John Macleoi l>6« Otti-B,' 



48 England's artillerymen. 

nation. Under these circumstances it became evident w 
war would soon terminate in favour of the Americans; 
notwithstanding, the British troops exerted thenaselFes to 
the utmost, and did all that men could do to bring about 
a contrary result. 

A small army under Major-General Grant, indnduig 
two companies of artillery (Standish's* and Dowmnan's), 
under Captain Williamson,t bad sailed from Staten. lalaDd 
in November, 1778, for the West Indies. They made for 
Dominica, but finding that island had fallen into the poB- 
session of the French, they at once proceeded to St. Lueit. 
They arrived there just in time to prevent that island 
being taken ; as the French had landed a number of trooM, 
which Gbrant's force at once attacked and defeated: the 
fleet, meanwhile, compelling the transports with the re- 
mainder of the French troops to return to Martinique. 

On the 3rd February, 1781, the Dutch islands of St 
Eustatius, Martin, and Saba were taken by the British. 

A small garrison was left in the former, including s 
detachment of twenty-seven men of the Eoyal Artillery, 
commanded by Captain Garstint and Lieutenant George 
Lewis. In August, at the desire of the commandant, 
Lieut.-Col. Cockbum, these two officers rode round the 
island to inspect the defences and notice where it might 
be possible for a landing to be effected by any hostile 
force. They reported that there were two points where 
an enemy could land, known by the names of " English 
Quarter'^ and " Jenkins's Bay." Colonel Cockbum at once 
ordered a battery to be erected at " English Quarter," but 
took no steps for the defence of " Jenkins's Bav." Accord- 
ingly, when the French lauded there and took possession 
of the island on the 26th November, Cockbum laid all the 
blame on two men of the Royal Artillery. In his despatch 
he said, "Had the two men posted on the signal hiU, 
which overlooks the place the enemy landed at, done their 
duty by giving the proper alarm, this misfortune could 
never have happened ; but, villains as they were, they 
quitted their post in the night, and were taken prisoners 
lu the valley, a considerable time after daylight; Corporal 
Henderson and James Pickering, both of the Koyai 
Artillery, were the two men pitched upon as trasty for 
that important post." . ^ . i. 

Fortunately for the honour of the corps, this statement 

* luvalidod June, 1780 ; died at Greenwich, June 28, 1818. 

t Died at Shooter's Hill, October 19, 1794. 

:J: Resigned Septem\«T, n^^. 
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. ^as proved to be a direct falsehood; for when Lient.-CoJ. 
Cockbura was tried (at Chelaea HoBpital, in 1783) for the 
loss of the istani], it was elated b^ Captain Oarstiii that 
the duty of the men was to retnain ia the sentry-box as 
long as they could dietiiiBnish objects at sea, and to return 
at gun-fire in the morning. About fire o'clock on the 
morning of the 26th November, they were called up by 
"the woman of the house where they lodged (distant about 
A hundred yards from their post), nlio told them that some 
soldiers were on the hill, who she snppoaed were going to 
steal her sheep. They at once went up, when they were 
Tnade prisoners by the enemy, who was already in posies- 
sionofthe post. This information was obtained by Captain 
Garatin from the French officer who took the men, and 
irom the old woman of the house. Colonel Cockburn was 
cashiered. 

In April, 1781, a Spanish army crossed over from 
Harannah and laid siege to Penaacob, which was gar- 
risoned by a small force under Major-Goncral Canipbell, 
with a detachment of artillery under Captain William 
Johnstone* and Lieutenant Edward Wilkinson.t 

Both officers and men of the Eoyal Artillery, together 
iwith twelve artillerymen of the Waldeck Regiiueut, were 
iodefaligable in their esertions, and although they were 
incessantly on duty, bo far from suffering their spirits to 
-eink, they became more animated and zealous in the service 
AS the danger of performing it increased. 

On the 8th May a shell burst near the door of the ma- 
gazine of the advanced redoubt, the poivder esploded, and 
the redoubt was in an instant a heap of rubbish. Two 
flank-works of the redoubt still remained entire, and ftota 
these Captain Johnstone and bis artillerymen -kept up 
such a galling fire npon the enemy, who at once advanced 
to the assault, that they were repulsed in their first 
attoiiipt, while our people carried off all their wounded, 
with two howitzers and three guns. The enemy then 
brought up their whole army and obliged the British to 
abandon the advanced works ; and two days ailerwards the 
garrison surrendered on honourable terma. The British 
troops (about 700, including 32 of the Eoyal Artillery) 
were sent to New York. 

The crowning event of the war (which, however, was 
favourable to the Americans) was the surrender of Corn- 

* EnUsted in the corps na a private in 1752, aol ivfci. b. \^s™^..- 
general (at Fiamstesdj. December 10, 1802. 

f Retired, December, 1TS5. 
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wallis and his army at Yorktown, on the 19th October^ 
1781. 

That general haying, after the battle of Guilford, 
effected a juDction with the army of General PhillipB (a 
few days after the death of that officer), at once assumed 
the command of the whole, amounting to about 7000 men* 
and took up his quarters at Yorktown. 

He was shortly followed by the united armies of France 
and America, under Bochambeau and Washington^ who 
appeared before the place on the 28th September. 

In the hope of being reinforced by Sir H. Clinton and 
some troops from New York, the brave UtUe army under 
Comwallis held out against the allies (three tunes thmr 
number) for nearly three weeks. That the Boyal Artil- 
lery (whose loss during the defence was very serere*) did 
their duty in a manner worthy of their established reputa- 
tion, is evident from the despatch of Earl Comwallis, whidi 
says : *-* Captain Bochfort,t who commanded the artilleiy»' 
and indeed every officer and soldier of that distingaished 
corps, have merited my highest approbation." 

Being disappointed oy Clinton, and having faOed in sn 
attempt to escape, Comwallis, seeing his case was hopeleOf 
surrendered ; and, with his army, was sent to liinglnn^y 
on the terms of not serving again during the war. 

Though the independence of the States was not re- 
cognised, nor peace established between them and ths 
mother-country till November, 1782, no other event 
worthy of mention, in which the Boyal Artillery was con- 
cemea, occurred after the surrender of Yorktown. 

During the war of the American Eevolution, the Sojal 
Artillery in Canada was distributed among the adTansed 
posts on the frontier in very small detachments, one guniMr 
oeing frequently the only representative of the corps in a 
fort or station. The travelling from Quebec and Montreal 
to these stations was necessarily very dangerous ; the ex- 
tremes of tiie climate, the traversing of forests and croii- 
ing of Idces, together with the vigilance necessary to escape 
the Indians and scouting parties of the rebels, rendering it 
a most hazardous service. Nevertlieless it was ably and 
cheerfully performed by both officers and men of the Boyil 
Artillery, whose conduct during this trying period wai 
most praiseworthy, and reflected great credit on the corps. 

On the 20th June, 1780, the army under General Hali- 
mand took the field, and from that date till their return 

* Twenty-four men killed, twenty-oixe noxiiided, two mianng. 
f Died (iieutenant-genexal) al^Qo\mc\i,'SODirQKc^^A^*£^* 
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to Qnebeo on tte 22nd Ootober, the Eoyal Artillery (250 
atrong) had not a man punished ; and though they lived 
on salt pork aad peas nearly the wJiole of the four mouths, 
there were nerer more than four men sick at one time. 

The following detail for the month of July, 1778, will 
show the duty that had to be performed by the Eoyal 
Artillery in Canada, while their comrades were engaged 
with the rebels in tlie proyinces ;— 

CptBorthwick j '■ ^XSrii "'ll-"- \ «••!-■ 
Lieut. J. Barnes* 13 „ Montreal. 

,, E.Dysart 35 „ St. Johns. 

„ J.Gleniet 19 „ IflleausNoii. 

„ C.a.ColletonS „ Niagara. 

„ H.DuTernett7 „ ' Detroit. ^M 

Corporal Joseph ) _ r ii. eS Carlctoa ^^| 

Daridjon. .} 5puiiier.Simatlro..,.§j j,,„j, H 

' Corpl. Bunsiman 4 Ohambly. ^^^ 

Bombardier J- ) i ( Miohilima- 

Pattieon . . . f " j tinac. 

10 ,1 Cadaroquoi. 

GnnaerC. Cuthbertson Oewegatcbie. 

These detachments had of course to be relieved ooca- 
sionally, and during the passage from one post to another 
accidents frequently occurred, 

In August, 1779, Lieutenant Colleton was relieved at 
Niagara Dy Lieutenant C. Terrott, and in the following 
Aprd he was sent, with Lieutenant Charles Flynn and a 
detachment, to reinforce the artillery at Niagara and Carle- 
ton Island. Flynn proceeded at ouoe to Carleton {where 
he died in 1781), Colleton remaining for a time at Niagara. 
In October be embarked with Mattrosa James Bell on 
board the ship Ontario, for passage across the Lake, but 
before it had proceeded far the vessel foundered, and all on 
board perished. 

In 1782 the Eoyal Artillery in Canada was reinforced 
by the companies from New York, and in the following 
year, upon the establishment of peace, two (Abbott's || and 

' Died at Bath (major-genoral), April 30, 1810. 

+ To Eoyal En^neerB, 1T7B- 

t Died in the Waat Indies, Anguat 12, 1791. 

g One of theae, Mattross Kalph Haynes, waa taken prisoaer by 

a part; of scoats from the rebel army. 

\\ The aeoiDF lisutcnant of this oompMis Tiaa SaronA'^i.'Hii.'t.^Hii, 
who waa bora ol hatnhle parents b.1 Button, S-dA,'"^ >'^''^''^ 
was in early life opprenticed to a bl&oVa\QA\t, Bs ttfCvei^ »» 
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Erost's) were sent to the West Indies, and three (2 
wick*s, Barnes's, and Fage's) returned to England. 
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CHAPTEE nL 

On the Calpean peak mourn not 

That Britain's warriors lie ; 
It is a komef that fairy spot. 

Holy and high ! 

• • « « 

There, ramparts of the cinctnriDg wall 

Echo the sentry's tread : 
There shell and mortar, gun and hall. 
Speak of the dead." — United Service Javmal^ 



GIBRALTAR. 

SIEGES OP 1727 AND 1 780-3 —OOLOITEL TOVET — COLONEL L: 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CUPPAGE — LIEUTENANT KOEHLEB, 
THE MUTINY OP 1802 — PEVEBS AT GIBEALTAR — ACOID 
SIB JOHN SMITH — SIB BOBEBT GAEDINEB. 

Important as the services of the Eoyal Artillery 
been in all parts of the world, there is no one spot 
their bravery and general conduct have shone 8< 
spicuously as at Gibraltar. 

Upon the final cession of this fortress to Great Bril 
the treaty of Utrecht, 1711, the garrison was rein 
by a company of the Eoyal Artillery, which remaine 
^1 1749. 

The Spaniards having on several occasions entere< 
fruitless negotiations with the English for the sun 
of Gibraltar, resolved once more to besiege it, and 
in 1727 their forces were observed making prepai 
for the attack. The garrison accordingly prepared 
vigorous defence. 

mattross in the Royal Artillery at Maidstone, in Janoaiy, 
In less than fifteen years he had so far advanced in the n 
that, on the establishment of the 4 th battalion in 1771, 
presented with a commission as second lieatenant. Ha 
actively till 1802, when, as lieat. -colonel, he was transfSerrec 
Invalid Battalion. He died at Woolwich, January 28, 

having reached the rank of \\ent.-|^«n«nA^ And the great 

ofgbtx'dx yean. 
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On the 22nd Febrtinrj tlie enemy broke prouad liy com- 
mencing a battery on t!ie western beauli, which attracted 
the notice of General Clayton., tlie acting goTemor of 
Gibraltar. He at once communicated with the commander 
of the Spanish forces, informing him that, notwithstanding 
there had been no declaration of war, if lie persisted in 
erecting works ho near the fortress, necessary measures 
would be taken. Beceiving ati insolent reply, and finding 
that the works continned, GoneraJ Clayton ordered the 
guns ait the old mole and Willis's batteries to commence 
firing. Most of the ordnance in Gibraltar was old and 
worn-out, and more casualties occurred during the siege 
from the buTBting of the guna than from the eacmj'a 
fire. 

On the 10th March a SS-iiounder burst in Britain's 
battery, killing a gunner; and on the 19th a gun burst in 
the same battery, which dismounted another and broke a 
gunner's leR. On the 2nd May an IS-poundcr burst in 
WiUig'fl, and killed the gunner who fired it. 

The first officer killed was Captain -Lieu ten act Holraan, 
of the artillery; befell in the Royal battery, on Sunday, 
5 th March. 

The Spaniards erected many important works and ap- 
proached to within musket-abot of the forfress, but the 
garrison being reinforced on several occasions, was not in 
the least dismayed. 

On the 7th April the Torlia^ arrived from England, 
bringing two infantry regiments and a detachment of the 
Hflyal Artillery, under Colonel Jonas Wataon, who at once 
assumed the command of the corps. 

Doring the first week in May, the enemy having com- 
pleted four gigantic batteries, armed with the finest brass 
artillery, a terrific fire was opened all along the line. So 
magnificent was the bombarilmeut— previously unequalled 
in the history of artillery — that, " for some time," says an 
eye-witness, " we aeemed to live in flames." For fourteen 
days, 700 shots per hour were thrown into the fortress, 
and 92 guns and 72 mortars were in constant play. 

Though the gflrrison could only oppose 60 guna to this 
formidable armament, the Spaniards were soon compelled . 
to cease firing. Their brass guna drooped at the muzzle, 
and their iron ordnance in many instances burst. 

The governor now employed the garrison day and night, 
reatorinB the shattered aefences and mounting new gunt. 
While the English had thus succesgfuUy tneWB-c inMi^va'?, 
bombardnieDt fwiiich had been espected \.q coiQtBMA. ». 
samnder), and were preparing £oi a fiasX. sWi?,'^*i ""^ 
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Spaniards had shot their last bolt, and found themselyes 
in a position of the greatest difficulty and danger. 

Observing their embarrassment, the governor harassed 
them with a fire which almost equalled the terrible bom- 
bardment of the enemy. A supply of ammunition oppor* 
tunely arrived from England, and by the end of May the 
guns of the garrison had gained a complete ascenaiuicy 
over the besiegers. 

Another crushing fire being opened from our batteries, 
the Spaniards were at last compelled to seek an armistice, 
which was granted by the governor on the 23rd June, 
though the articles of peace were not signed till the 
following March. 

The loss sustained by the company of Eoyal Artillery 
during this siege was, one officer and eight men killed ; six- 
teen wounded ; two died of wounds ; one died of sickness. 

About six o'clock in the evening of the 4th September, 
as the men of the artillery were at work driving fuzes, one 
caught fire and set light to the composition ; &is commu- 
nicating to the powder in the room, the laboratory was at 
once blown up, and three men were killed* 

Until the middle of the last century, no free market was 
established in Gibraltar ; the garrison was supplied ezdu- 
sively by contractors, who were under the orders of the 
governor. This system led to gross abuses : the goyeznor 
received his provisions gratis, and no person was permitted 
to purchase anything until the field officers were seryed. 

The officers of the Eoyal Artillery were the first to 
petition against this injustice. The first petition, dated 
August, 1744, entreats Captain Lytton Leslie, command- 
ing the company of Eoval Artillery, to intercede with the 
governor, " that he will be pleased to allow all persons the 
liberty to import from Barbary all manner of provisions, 
and that they may sell, and that we may buy them, in a 
free and open manner." 

This petition was looked upon as a symptom of 
mutiny, and treated as such. Fortunately, however, the 
afiair became known in England, where it was taken 
serious notice of* 

Accordingly, when a second memorial was presented, 
drawn up by Lieutenant James Butler, E.A.* (with the 
approved consent of his captain, Alexander Leith), and 
signed by nearly all the officers in the garrison,t it 



* LientcnaDt T>atler entered the army as surgeon in 1742*; lie 
heaune a lieutenant in March, 1747 ; and in January, 1768 (then 
captain), he entered the service of the Yas^i \Tv^i\& Qom^Asi'^. 
f The other officei*8 of the company oi ai\iVi«n ^ct^ ^^^mbp 
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politely received by Colonel Herbert, the governor, who 
estobliBhed e. free market (about 1748). 

After the capture of Minorcn by the French in 1756, it 
was feared that they would secure the aUiance of Spain 
againat England, and reinforcemeataj including an addi- 
tional company of artillery, were hastily despatched to 
Gibraltar, 

On the occasion of the next deelaration of war against 
Spain, in 1762, Gibraltar was reinforced by three more 
companieB of artillery, since which time there has never 
been lees than four, or more than eight oorapanieB in that 
fortress. 

In 1777, when Spain allied herself with France and 
America, there were five companies of the Eoyal Artillery 
in Gibraltar. Erpecting an attack on that fortress. General 
Elliott, the goTemor, sent the following message to the 
Secretary for War; — "In oaao of serviee, the earrison 
must be increased considerably more than double the 
present number, especially artUlerymeK." 

Kotwithstanding this timely warning, no additional 
artillerymen were sent for two years, and then one com- 



artillery when the Spaniards appeared before the fortress 
in July, 1779. 

He was present at a council of war convened by General 
Elliott on the 11th September, when it was resolved to 
open fire upon the enemy, with the intention of impeding 
their works. Accordingly, on the following morning at 
daybreak the guns in the fortress broke silence. The first 
gun, waa disciiarged by the wife of an officer. General 
Elliott, who was standmghy, gave the words, "Britons, 
strike homo !" as the signal. During the following week the 
firing continued, but waa not answered by th& Spaniards.' 

As it is not out intention to give a foil account of this 
glorious defence, but merely to record the particular 
scrvicea of the artillery, we cannot do better than select 
the following extracts from Heriot and Drinkwater 

"Each coi ■ ■■ 

and glories o 
military fame ; but i 

Lient. Thonrna Jamea (aee chap, ii.), Lienta. Henry Tovoy, Bajlio 
Brjden, George AnilerRon (died at Plymouth, Deo. fi, 1793). and 
Eohert Hind. The iaat-named utEoer commanded. a-com^iM^ '^'^ 
the BelleislB espBdition in ITSl.and the M\.D'«ina"36OT -^xo'i^^eA- 
ioFortag^, where he died, March 5, nS3. 



56 England's artillerymen. 

and invidious selection, if the Hoyal Artillery be deemed 
deserving of more signal renown. Their duty led them to- 
be constantly in the batteries, and where everything; wai 
effected by the ordnance, their services may be auppoied 
to have been more than generally eminent. Such was the 
impression which the Due de Crillon and the oombmed 
armies had received of them — such is the just tribute to- 
their military science and gallant conduct, which, not only 
the present age, but all posterity, must pay." 

Tne year 1780 was not ushered in by any remarkable 
event. The constantly decreasing stock of proyisions wait' 
however, a matter of the greatest importance, and oanaed 
the governor much anxiety. The ordmary means of sus- 
tenance were almost exhausted, and roots, weeds, thistles, 
and wild onions were greedily sought after and devoured 
by the famished inhabitants. On the 13th January aH 
the field officers assembled to inquire into the condition 
and quantity of the remaining supplies. The result of 
this conference was the immediate reduction of the sol* 
diers' rations, already barely sufficient to support life. A 
few weeks afterwards the British fleet under Admiral 
llodney captured a considerable convoy laden with pro- 
visions, which, after defeating the Spanish fleet in the 
bay, he sent into Gibraltar. 

The same evening, the enemy's batteries having opened^ 
Lieutenant Boag,* of the Eoyal Artillery, was wounded. 
In the evening of the 2nd May a shell from the garrison 
fell upon the eastern traverse in the St. Carlos battery, 
under which was the magazine, and communicating with 
the powder, blew it up. The explosion was not loud, but 
the damage done was so very considerable, that their guns- 
were silent for several days. 

Our artillery annoyed the enemy greatly during their 
confusion. 

The day following. Lieutenant Willington,t H.A., was 
wounded at "Willis. 

On the 27th July our batteries were attacked for the 
second time by the gun and mortar boats of the enemy. 
Nine shot and fifty-eight shells were returned by the gar- 
rison, and by the shrieks and piteous cries heard, it was- 
conjectured that they did great execution. 

* EiiIlHicd as a mattross, August, 1758 ; reached the rank of 
licut. -culouel, 1800 ; retired, September 1, 1803 ; died soon after. 

t Wois cummandcr of the artillery at Gibraltar on the occasion of 
the mutiny, 1802 ; afterwards asHietant director-general of Field* 
trnin Department, Died at Woolwich, October 16, 1823, aged 
/ii.\tj'-chht. 
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_ii tluB attack a wounded mattrosa in the boapital was 
—llled by a shell. He hail some time previously had his 
thigh broken, and being a wan of great spirit, he ill 
brooked the couQnemeot n-bich his case demanded, aud 
exerted himself to get abroad, that he might enjoy the 
benefit of the fresh air in the conrt of the hospital. Un- 
fortunately, in one of his playful momenfa he fell, and 
was obliged to take to his bed again. He was in tbia 
situation when a shell from the mortar-boats fell iotn the 
ward, and rebounding, lodged upon him. The convaleB- 
cent and sick in the same room instantly summoned up 
strength to crawl out on hands and knees while the fuze 
WBS haraing ; but this wretched Tictim was kej>t down by 
the weight of the shell, which after some seconds buxst, 
took off both his legs, and scorched him in a dreadful 
manner ; but, what was still more horrid, he suirived the 
esplosion, and was sensible to the very moment that death 
leUered him from his misery- His last words were ex- 
pressice of regret that he had not been killed in the 
botteries. 

On the 20th October, the situation of the enemy's bat- 
tery afforded a more serious appearance than any opera- 
tions yet undertaken by him. Colonel Abram Tovey, who 
had succeeded to the eonimand of the artillery on the 
promotion of Colonel Godwin,* therefore recommended 
the governor to open upon it, without loss of time, with, 
fiuch heavy guns and howitzers as might he soon brought 
to bear upon it, assisted at the same time by some 13-inch 
ehells and a few carcasses. 

The next morning the enemy had almoit completed the 
battery ; the governor was therefore induced to comply 
with the representation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered 
the upper batteries to he opened on the enemy's works, 
and to continue to Are as Colonel Tovey should directs 
About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 22nd the firing 
commenced, and was continued with unremitting spirit 
and regularity the remainder of the evening and during 
the night. Tlie enemy, in turn, discharged repeated 
voileya from their lines, but to little purpose; onr artillery 
soon drove them from the battery, which was frequently 
set on fire by the carcasses. Nevertheless, the enemy had 
masked five of their embrasures ' with sand-bags, and at 
noon of the 23rd our firing was ordered Xo cease, 159S 

■ Promotol to colonel- commandant of the SnJ. baWslvQu. o^ "^oa 
death of General Desagnliers, March, IISO ", iiai tf^odw^^H 
S3tdJaBBaij, ITS6. 
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sliot, 530 sliells, 10 carcasses, and two light balls haTing 
been expended. 

The new year (1781) was ushered in with the most 
gloomy prospects ; no tidings of relief reached the ex- 
pectant garrison, and the few provisions that remained 
were bad in quality, and having been kept too long, were 
decomposed and unfit for food. 

The enemy's batteries having assumed, in spite of the 
fire of our artillery, a stupendous and formidaole appear- 
ance, and a Mr.. ]Booth having expressed to lAenteDSDt 
Seward, E.A.,* his opinion of the practicability of a sortie, 
that officer mentioned the circumstance to General Boyd, 
who, after consulting ^ with Mr. Booth, suggested it to 
General EUiott. The idea was accordingly carried into 
execution on the night of the 26th November. One captain, 
three lieutenants, ten non-commissioned officers, and one 
hundred men of the Boyal Artillery accompanied the 
sortie. Their exertions were truly wonderful. T3ie 
enemy's batteries were soon in a state for the fire-faggots 
to operate, and the flames spread with astonishing rapidity 
into every part ; the column of fire which rolled from the 
works beautifully illuminated the troops and neighbouring 
objects, forming altogether a coup d^csil impossible to 
describe. 

Two Spanish officers were taken prisoners ; one, a lieu- 
tenant, was taken in the middle of the battery by Captain 
Witham, of the Eoyal Artillery, who commanded the de- 
tachment of the corps out upon this service. The Spanish 
officer was armed with a drawn sword, when Captain 
Witham, with a firebrand only in his hand, seized him by 
the sword-arm, and in Spanish demanded the key of the 
magazine of that battery. The lieutenant, Don Vincento 
Friza, renlied, "Todos es bombas" (the whole is a maga- 
zine), and gave up his sword. 

The other Spanish officer taken prisoner was Baron Yon 
Helmstadt, an ensign in the Walloon Guards. He had 
been severely wounded by a musket-ball in one of his 
knees, and was found lying upon the platform of the St. 
Carlos battery, by Gunners Campbell and Baton, of the 
Koyal Artillery, who, moved with generous compassion at 
his situation, resolved to preserve him from his impending 
fate. They took him up in their arms and carried nim out 
of the battery, where he must soon have perished in the 
flames. Unwilling to leave him helpless on the sands, 
they determined on carrying him into the garrison. They 

* Died at Ciieltenham (lieuteiiaixt-fteneT«\\ V;VXi^wiTmi,\"^^\, 
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■were executinf; their noble purpose when tliej met with 
lieulenant Cappage,* of their own corps, who, while he 
bestowed the n-armcst oncomiumg upon hie men for their 
humonit;, himself aBsbted in the generous office which it 
suggested. With every possible tenderneBS they convoyed 
' the wounded pviaoner to the barriers, where they did not 
Ajrire till two hours after the detachment had retired. 
Piiring this time they had been exposed to the enemy's 
fire from their lines, and had been reported in the garrison 
as lost. Mnving presented themselves at the barrier, and 
being admitted, they passed throagh the diSerent guards 
amidst the mingled admiration and applause of the whole, 
till they reached the gnrriaon hospital, where they deposited 
the baron. On such an instance of humanity the mind 
dwells witli applauding rapture : while strongly character- 
istic of the generous disposition of the British soldier 
towards a Tanquished enemy, it dignifies humannature and 

* Afternnrda Lienteoant-General William Cnppaga. He ivaa the 
son of the Hey. Burke Cappage, rector of Coleraine, Ireland, where 
he WHS bom in October. 1756. Ho was a relative of the celebrated 
EdmuniJ Eurlie, who obtained for him tlie nomiimtiou to a. cadet- 
sbip in the Kojal Militarj^Aoadem; in 1TS3. He received bis 
oomraission in ITTl, and fiisb appeared before the enemy on the 
occaflion above recorded. After the riege he served hia country in 
many important poaitioilB, the principal of wMch were the eom- 
maad of the artiUer; in the EentJeh district, during the yeai's of 
the invRsioii pania, when great zeal and wstislifulness were required ; 
with Sir CbarUa Stuart, at Minorca, in 1798 ; and as inspeotor- 
general of tbe Bojal Carriage Department. In the details of this 
department, hia cumbinatinn of ecODom; with efficiency, hia reduc- 
tion o£ all the anberdinate branches, abroad and at home, io the 
immediate control of the chief at Woolwich, and his application of 
mauhinery which enabled tlie department to prepare and promptly 
yield Ench an increase to the iaauea of miliary storea at criticid 
periods as were anparallcled in the same service previousl;, called 
forth not only the repealed commendations of the Master- General 
and the Board, bat received the gratifying testimony of the official 
organ of the Ordnanee in Parliament, when he moved for the Ord- 
nance Estimatea in 1814. In 1782, Captain Cuppage married the 
widow of Lientenant- Colonel Caimes, of the 36tii regiment, with a 
fitmily of three daughters and tno eons, all of whom he adopted 
and ever treated aa his own: (The eldest of the sons was the late 
M^or CdmeB, B.A. ; see chapters ii., s., andxii.) By this mar- 
riage he liad three sons and one daughter, the eldest of whom is 
'the present M^or-Genenil Cuppage, E.A., who served with his 
Lamented half-brother at the battle of Waterloo, aud is one of the 
few vetersna of that action who are still doing ivA-j \n. ■Oae eetTWR. 
Lientenant- GeneraJ Cuppage died at Shooter' r-\u.\\, on. "ftio^'On.'^'^ 
vember, 1832, in bia seven ty-eevenlh jear. 



60 England's abtillebymen. 

illumines the rugged front of war with the radiant emana- 
tions of philanthropy. 

The ordnance spiked in the enemy's works amonnted to 
ten 13-inch mortars and eighteen 26-pounder8. 

Before the detachment returned from the sortie, Lieat.- 
Colonel Tovey died, and was succeeded in the command of 
the artillery by Major George Lewis. 

The Ist January, 1782, was remarkable for a circnm- 
stance worthy of being rescued from oblivion. An officer 
of artillery at Willis, observing a shell falling towards the 
place where he stood, got behind a traverse &t protection, 
which he had scarcely done ere it fell into the traverse, 
and instantly entangled him in the rubbish. One of the 
guard, named Martm, observing his distress, generously 
risked his own life in defence of his officer, and ran to 
extricate him; but finding his own efforts ineffectual, 
called for assistance, when another of the guard joining 
him, they relieved the officer from his situation, and almost 
at the same instant the shell burst and levelled the traverse 
to the ground. Martin was afterwards promoted and 
rewarded by the governor, who at the same time de- 
clared " he should equally have noticed him for relieving 
his comrade." 

On the 15th February some practice was made from a 
gun mounted upon a new-constriictod depressing carriage, 
the invention of Lieutenant Koehler, of the Boyal Artillery, 
which was highly approved of by the governor and the 
other officers present. A description of this carriage is 
given by Drinkwater, who observes, " As to the accuracy of 
the depressing shot, no further proof need be adduced than 
that out of thirty rounds twenty-eight shot took place in one 
traverse in the St; Carlos battery at the distance of 1400 
yards." Lieutenant Koehler was imfortunately an object 
of dislike to the general (Elliott) ; so much so, indeed, that 
he was directed to send all his communications in writing, 
personal intercourse being dispensed with. With tne 
generosity which distinguished tne gallant Elliott, he now 
strove to make amends for his past neglect, and placed 
the young artilleryman on his staff, in which capacity he 
served with great distinction during the remainder ot the 
siege. 

Elliott had now conceived such an affection for Koehler 
that he took him with him to England in 1786, and after- 
wards on a visit to the Continent. At this time the 
Flemings at Ghent were engaged in an attempt to shake 
oif the AuBtrian yoke. Being greaUy m need of a skilful 

'Uezy ofUcer, they solicited EWiott, ino^ liot^ ^^^jJOa.- 
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field), tlirougli Count Dillon, to grant leave of absence to 
Lieut. Xoehler, to whom they ofiered tho rank of major- 
general in their serviee. 

The leave was granted, and the poaition accepted ; but 
in a ah-ort time the Flemings had to gire up their cause as 
liopelesa, and Koehler returned to England.* 

On the 9th March, Lieutenant Cuppage waa dangeroualv 
wonnded on the Eoyal battery from a splinter of a small 
shell which burst immediately after being discharged from 
the Bock gun. 

From 7 P.M. on the ith May, to the same hour the 
nest day, both the garriaon and the enemy were silent. 
Thia was the flrat twenty-four hours in which there had 
been no firing for about thirteen months. 

On the 7th. June our artillery practised from the King's 
bastion with red-hot shot againat the Ii-ishman brig, which 
was stranded at the back of tho old mcle. Buring the 
first round an explosion took place, by which the artillery- 
man who was putting in the shot was blown from the em- 
brasure in some hundred pieces ; two others were also 
slightly wounded by the nneipected recoil of the carriage. 
On the 6th July an artilleryman named Hartley waa 
employed in t)ie laboratory fllling shells with carcasB com- 
position, and driving fuzes into 5^ and 6-inch sheila ; one 
of them, by some unaccountable accident, took fire in the 
operation, and although he was surrounded by nnfizcd 
fuzes, loaded shells, composition, £c., with the most as- 
tonishing cooIncBB he carried ont the lighted shell, and 
threw it where it could do little or no harm, and two 
seconds had scarcely elapsed before it exploded. Had the 
shell burst in the laboratory, it is almost certain thewholo 
would have been blown up, and the loss in fixed ammuni- 
tion, fuzes, kc, would have been irreparable, escluaive of 
the damage which the fortifications would bave suffered 
from the explosion, and tho lives that might have beenlost. 
Hartley was handsomely rewarded by the governor for his 
gallantry and presence of mind. 

On the Sth September the red-hot shot was used for 
the first time against the enemy, and the effect exceeded 
the most sanguine expectations. In a few hours the 
Mahon battery and works adjoining wore completely 
destroyed and consumed by the fire. While the enemy a 
I, the garrison had two or three killed 



' For the remainder of Koehlei's 
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before ; on tliis x>cca8ioii lie was pointiiig a gun from the 
Hanover battery, when a shell fell close to him. He had 
barely time to tlurow himself down in an embrasure when 
the shell burst and fired the gun, under the muzzle of 
which he lay. The report deprived him of hearing, and 
it was some time before he recovered a tolerable use of 
that faculty. 

Major Martin* had likewise a very fortunate escape 
from a 26-pounder, which shot awa^ the cock of his hat 
close to the crown. He was considerably stunned with 
the wind of the shot, but experienced little further injury. 

On the 10th Major Lewis was wounded. The confine- 
ment of this active officer at this critical juncture might 
have been highly prejudicial to the service, had notnis 
seconds been of confirmed ability and experience ; but, 
owing to their united exertions, the several duties con- 
nected with the artillery were conducted with harmony 
and success.t 

Early in the morning of the 13th September the enor- 
mous floating batteries, which had been prepared at an 
almost inconceivable expense by the allies, approached 

* Philip Martin died a lieutenant-giBiieral and colonel-com- 
mandant of the 6th batatlion, at Leeds Castle, near Maidstone^ 
5th October, 1821. 

+ The following is a copy of the letter received by Major Lewis 
from the Board of Ordnance, in answer to his application for a 
pension for wounds : — 

"Whitehall, Feb. 18th, 1788. 

"Sir, — I have laid before the king your memorial, together 
with the strong recommendations of your services by Ckneral Slioil^ 
and have the pleasure to acquaint you that his miyesty has seen 
with great satisfaction suche£fectual proofs of the bravery, seal, and 
skill by which you and the Royal Artillery under your command 
at Gibraltar have so eminently distinguished yourselves daring the 
siege, and particularly in setting fire to and destroying all the 
floating batteries of the combined forces of France and Spain on the 
18th September last ; and that, as a reward for this service and 
the very dangerous wound which you received on that occasion, his 
majesty has been graciously pleased to grant you an allowanee of 
SOjr. per day. 

** I most sincerely hope for your speedy recovery, and have the 
honour to be, with the highest esteem and regard, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, 

(Signed) * * Biouxohd, 

** Master-General of the Ordnance.'* 

Major Lewis lived only long enoxigh to xeauch th« rnnkof coloneL 
Ee died at diislehurst, on the 22iid YcibroAx^, Vl^\. 
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the rock. They were armed with 212 new brass guns, 
many of which spoke that day for the first and last time. 

The whole host of heaiegers, both, by land and sea, 
commenced almost simultaiieously the bold attack, The 
ineesaant cannonade so regularly commenoad and sus- 
tained by the besiegem, was as regularly answered by the 
defenders. About two iu the afternoon that awful can- 
nonade of red-hot bails was showered upon the grand 
armament of France and Spain. Tessel after vesael es- 
plcMled er took fire; and, about one in the morning, the 
flames ascending from them were terrific in the extreme. 

The generous nature of the British was then con- 
spicnouB. Volunteers from every regiment socompanied 
Brigadier Curtis, who went in boats to save the helplesa 
enemy, and, in the midst of burning vessels, succeeded in 
rescnmg about 340 Spaniards and twelve Frenchmen. 
Kindness and compassion were as warm towards the con- 
quered as had been the fire of the artilleri^ against them. 
All those terrible engines of destruction which the Spanish 
admiral B'Arcon had declared to be impregnable were 
destroyed. 

The exertions and activity of the brave artillery in this 
well-fought contest deserve the highest commendation. 
To their skill, perseverance, and courage, with the assist- 
ance of the line, was Gibraltar indeoted for its safety 
against the combined powers, by sea and land, of France 
and Spain. 

During this eventful day. Captain Reeves,* Lieutenant 
Grumlcy,+ and five men of the Eoyal Artillery were 
killed ; Captain Grovea,J Captain Seward, Lieutenant 
Grodfrey,§ and twenty-one men, wounded. 

By the evenmg of the 14th the bay was cleared of all 
the shattered wrecks, and not a vestige of the formidable 
armament, which yesterday had been the hope and pride 
of Spain, remained. 

The contest was at an end, and the united strength of 
two ambitious and powerfiil nations had been humbled by 
a straitened Rsrrison of 6000 effective men. 

The garrison expended during this siege 57,163 shot, 
129,151 sheila, 12,681 grape, 926 carcassea, 679 light-balla, 
and 8000 barrels of powder. 

On the 3nd February, 1783, the news of the signature 

• Began his aerficca as a mattroas. ^^ 

+ A Tolnnteer belonging to GHict-Uot. ^^H 

t Cied at Qreenwich, MiJuYij, VI%&. ^H 

; .Ee«gDedlT9S; diedii.l¥w^!»t,,\%%V ^H 



64 England's abtillertmen. 

of a general peace reached tlie garrison by a flag of trace ; 
and on the 12th March the gates of the fortress, which 
had been closed for nearly four years, were onoe more 
thrown open. The Due de Crillon was one of the first 
to enter, and his expressions of the gallantry of the 
defenders were most flattering. Being introduced to the 
officers of the Eoyal Artillery, through whose courage 
and ability his brightest hopes of victory had been de- 
stroyed, De Crillon met them with praises of their noble 
•conduct, and remarked that " he would rather see them 
there as friends than in their batteries as enemies, 
where," he added, " they never spared him." 

Spain now abandoned her hopes of ever recovering 
Gibraltar. The fortress was permitted to remain in the 
peaceful possession of the English, and the question of its 
surrender never afterwards agitated. 

Since this time very little has occurred at Gibraltar out 
of the ordinary routme of garrison duty. A few events 
in connexion with the artillery, however, may perhaps be 
thought worth recording. 

In September, 1797, one of those unfortunate " affairt 
of honour" falsely so called, but too common at that time 
(and which, we hope, has not a parallel in the history of 
either corps), took place at Gibraltar, between Captain 
John Bradbridge, of the Eoyal Artillery, and Captain 
Peter Couture, of the Eoyal Engineers. The latter had 
served in the Eoyal Artillery, and while in Canada, in 
1780, was transferred, on account of his superior abilities 
as an engineer, to the corps of Eoyal Engineers. 

It is reported that he and Captain Bradbridge were 
Arm friends until the unfortunate Sunday morning, when, 
out of the most trifling affair, the most serious qnarrel 
resulted. They were each in command of their respective 
companies, which were marching together from church, 
when, on passing through Prince Edward's gate, Couture, 
without waiting for the artillery to pass straight on to 
their barracks, gave the word "left wheel,' thereby 
causing the artificers to break through the ranks of Bradf- 
bridge's company. The latter took it as a personal insult, 
and threw his glove to Couture, who instantly picked it 
up and made arrangements for a hostile meeting. The 
consequence was that Couture was killed, and Bradbridge 
dismissed the service. 

The latter was the son of Thomas Bradbridge, Esq., of 

the Eoyal Ordnance. His younger brother, Thomas, 

waa a heuteuBnt in the Eoyal ATtillcry, and died at St. 

Domingo on the 30th June, 1794t. TVie^ N^ct^iXiQ^^va- 
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vived by their motlier, who died at WoolwicJi on the 8th 
May, 1835, aged 97 yeara. 

On the 24th March, 1802, His Eojal Hi^hnesa tho 
Duke of Kent was appointed Bovemor of Gibraltar, and 
on. the 10th May he arrived and took up his command. He 
Bpeedily set to work to reform many ahusea prevalent in the 
garrison, the foremost being the disorganized state of the 
troODB through eKceBsive intoxication. By a fiyBtem as 
pernicious as it was mistaken, the salary of the governors 
of Gibraltar had for many years been principally defrayed 
by the income derived from wine-house hcencea. To keep 
up this artificial revenue, every encouragement had been 
given to the establishment of public-houses, and the sale of 
winea and spirituous liquors. The Duke of Kent, himself 
a strict and conscientious soldier, regarded the prevaihng 
«yil with alarm, and sought to apply a remedy by striking 
at the root of the disorder. 

Forgetful of his own interests, he endeavoured to 
suppress the unbridled drunkenness by reducing the 
number of eantecns and spirit shops, while stringent 
a.ad judicious regulations were put into force for the 
management of licensed establishments. 

Unfortunately these efforta for reform ivere not sup- 
ported by the authorities, either in the garrison or at 
tome. The troops, indignant at the 8li^!it*st interference 
vi'ith the habits of licentioaaoeas into which they had been 
silently permitted to lapse, openly defied the orders of 
the governor, who found nimself threatened with a general 

The artillery on this occasion sustained their character 
for loyalty ana obedience in a manner which reflects the 
Lighest honour on the corps. 

A field piece having been seized by the mutinous 
soldiers, and dragged to the convent, where the duke 
Lud taken refuge ; to prevent its being fired, the officers 
of the artillery suggested to the men that they should 
oSer their services to the mutin^ra, and obtaining 
possession of the gun, bring it back to the park. The 
lineamen readily accepted the proffered services of the 
artillerymen, but would not leave them to themselves 
with tne gun. Seeing they hesitated to fire upon the 
convent, one of the line soldiers seized the portfire, but 
lie was prevented by a gunner from accomplishing his 
purpose ; tlie latter keeping his thumb upon the vent, 
fioSered it to be burnt to the bone, and viaa ftte ■oieB.T.'i "il 
earing the coarenf from being attacked. "S'n.c o'KiiieT% o^- 
IbB line bad now arrived and restored o-cdei; ^tooii'^ •Ovie\e 
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men, while the govemor made his escape from the con- 
vent. 

A fever of a very malignant character appeared at 
Gibraltar in September, 18Q4, and continued its ravages 
imtil the close of the year. 

It was first noticed by Dr. Kenning, E..A., who reported 
to Dr. Booth, the chief of the medi(^ depstrtment in the 
garrison, that he had some married people belonging to the 
corps under his care, whose complaints had asBumed an 
appearance which embarrassed ana alarmed hki. It wa» 
at the same time taken serious notice of by Captaint 
Wright and Dodd, B.A., who reported it to the ^oyemor. 
Sir Thomas Trigge. It was traced to a foreigner, by 
name Santos, who had arrived in the garrison from Gadif^ 
where the fever then prevailed. He kept a grocer's shop^ 
and it was in his shop that the first victim, the wife of 
Bombardier Fenton, E.A., was taken ill. This was on the 
6th September ; on the 8th Fenton himself was seized wit^ 
it, and both he and his wife died on the 12th. Matthew 
Pole, who was the orderly on Fenton, and Sergeant Shand 
and his wife, who had visited them, were the next Tietimi. 
Shand and his wife died on the 22nd, and Pole on ihe23id. 
By this time it had spread over the whole of the garrisons 
the Eoyal Artillery sufiering most severely. 

From the 1st September to the end of the year, 462 of 
the corps were attacked, of whom 201 died. 

The companies were stationed as follows : — 

Barracks on the } Captain B.. Wright'^* 88 men, of whom died 2S 
Gunner's Parade J „ T. Dodd'sf 90 „ „ Ig 

( Major B. Adye's 92 „ ,. 5 

Orange Bastion \ Captain W. Skyring*s:t: 91 

( „ F. Key'sJ 88 

Moorish Castle . Hon. Capt. Gardner'sll 97 

The above is independent of the men in the married 
quarters, who, with their families, were the principal 
sufferers. 

On the 25th September the following General Order 
appeared — " The officer commanding the Eoyal Artilleiy 
will order the whole of the gims on the line wall, firom 
the grand battery to the south bastion, to be discharged 
three times over, as soon as he conveniently can." 

* Died at Edinburgh, October 2, 1823. 

t iSee chapter xx. 
t Died in London, September 12, 1806. 
^ Died m London, ¥(o^et[i\)C£c ^^^ \%%%. 

\\ See chap\Ai Vv. 
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Thia was evidenUy done for the purpose of clearing the 
air, hut Sir James Fellowes says it was an erroneous idea, 
and certainly not renommended hy a medical officer. 

By the beginning of October the fever had estenaively 
spread ; on the 23nd Major Ealph W. Adye* died, and in. 
less than a month five other officers of the corps had fallen 
a prey to the epidemic.+ 

In 1828 another fever broke out at Gibraltar, and 
though ita ravagea were very great, the Eoyal Artillery 
did not auffer 80 Bevercly as in 1804. Lieut. -Colonel 
Payne, the Commanding Officer of the Artillery, was the 
only officer who died j Major Gihaour, J Captains Bisaett § 
and Evans, II Lieutenants Burroughs^f and McCoy** were 
attacked, but recovered. 

There ia no place where the Eoyal Artillery have met 
with so many accidents, and many of them fatal, ob at 
Gibraltar. ' 

On the second day of 1801, Lientenant George Kutt 
fell from the heights, near Willis' battery, and was, of 
course, killed. Early in 1S09 Captain William Holoomhe 
fell down a well near Eoscia Bay, and fractured hia skull ; 
he died on the 10th February. 

The most painful of all accidents, however, waa that 
'hich occurred in the month of ^November, 1830. The 

'"lety were practisinK from one of the batteries on the 

. h front of the rock, which overlooka Spain, when a 
p^nrder chest in a chamber of one of the highest tien of 
the excavations caught fire, and the consequent explosion 
haded eight artillerymen out from the mouths of the rock 
to instant destruction, at the same time killing three men. 
in the battery and injuring many more. The unfortunate 
aoldiera were blown from the cmbraaurea into mid-air, at 
a height of 800 feet, and scattered on the earth beloif, 
burnt and shattered to pieces. , 

• TkU officer served ia Egypt in 1300 (see chapter t.) ; lie was 
snthoroftho " Little Bombariiier" aud "Pocket GuDuer," which 
wu pubUabed in 1801, a second edition bdog called for in 1S02. 
Ia Uiis be was assisted bj Captain Alexander Spearman, whose 
■on prodaeed an improved version of the work in 1328, unireraall; 
known as the " Sritish Ounner." 

f Lieutenant Jolin Pritchard, October IT ; Iiieutenant S. H. 
Halbi, October 2S ; Oaptuin Ralph Lic^rton, November 14 ; Lien- 
lenaols H. F. Ellison and James Wright, November 19. 

t See chapter vi-i. g Died at Dovonport, April 10, Vito,. _ 

D Kelired, 1331 ; died in London, Saptemtei \%, \'i^&." ^- 

H Died, September 2~, 1&40. ^M 

" Tbe present Colonel MeCoy, l^xii^itisipae- ^^1 
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How this fatal accident happened no one knew ; manj 
were the 8\n)positions, but nothing certain could lie 
arrived at. Lieutenant Caffin* had a fortunate eecape. 
He had requested to be allowed to take his daty that 
morning in a higher tier of the excavations than tnat in 
which the accident occurred, and to which he was directed 
to attach himself. On hearing the explosion, he at once 
proceeded, with the men under his charge, towards the 
passage that led downwards to the fatal spot. He was 
soon enveloped in thick smoke, through which he groped 
his way, the light from the embrasures, as he went along, 
being excluded by the density of the cloud around him, 
and ho could scarcely breathe. 

At length, the air becoming clearer, he beheld the miser- 
able wreck which the explosion had left. Here and there 
lay the wounded, bleeding and scorched, fragments of beltv 
and cartouch-boxes, caps, shoes, and clothes were scattered 
about the cave, bayonets sticking upright in the earth, 
while a smoking dead body lay huddled behind a gun 
carriage in a corner, and on the breast of the dead lay the 
head of its faithful dog, bleeding and lifeless. It appeared 
that the animal was not at once killed, but that, while yet 
living, it had crept to its master's body, where it expired. 

On the 11th November, 1844, the troop ship ApoUo^ 
having on board Captain Gosling's and Stow's companiei 
of the Eoyal Artillery for Malta and Corfu, arrived at 
Gibraltar, where it halted to take in provisions and to 
land Lieutenant Carlyon, E;.A.t 

Ten soldiers and a female servant having hired a boatk 
manned by a man and boy, went on shore to purchase • 
few necessaries for the remainder of the voyage, and 
while crossing the bav, the boat was unfortunately nm 
down by a Danish galliot which had just arrived from 
Malaga, and was proceeding to its anchorage ground, and, 
melancholy to relate, six only out of the thirteen in the 
boat were rescued from a watery grave. 

Sergeant Gritton, Gunners Leaver, Bossey, and Latter, 
of the artillery, perished on this occasion. Sergeant 
Gritton, who left a wife and five children and ODe un- 
born,J had been for many years at Gibraltar, where, 
besides having raised himself to the rank he held by hii 
exemplary conduct and zealous performance of duty, he 
was respected and beloved by all who knew him. Hii 

* Retired in 1841. t Died there in the following year. 

1 Now a non-commiBiioned of^oex Vii\ii[i«'SiA^^ kc^A&xy. 



o in the Eojal Artillery, was on duty in the 

fcry at the time of the esploaion in 1830. 

" e Apollo bad only a few inonthB before taken Captain 

ch' company from Newfoundland to Canada ; and, 

BflrriTiog at Quebec, Bombardier LawleaB went on 

Bt d to sec Bome of hia comrades, when, on hia return, 

ru deacendiuff the gaugiray to get into the boat, he alipped 

into the water, and, before aaaistauce could be rendered 

him, he sank.* 

Two artillery officers have held the position of gwenior 
of Gibraltar— G-eneral Sir John Smith. G.CTB., and 
General Sir Kobert WUliam Gardiner, G.C.B.. K.C.H. 
The former entered the corps on the establishment of the 
fourth battalion in 1771, and two years afterwards was 
Bent to Canada. Ho wan taken priaoner by Arnold's 
eorpa, at St. John's, in November, 1775, and in 1777, 
being eschanged, he joined the army at lihodo Island, 
and was present in every action during the war, until 
finally taken with Comwallis' army at Yorktown. 

He aerved^t Gibraltar from 1785 to 1790, and in 1795 
went to the Weat Indies in command of the artillery of 
Sir Balph Abercrombie'a army. la 1799 he was in 
Holland with the Duke of York, and he concluded his 
active service at Gibraltar, serving on that station from 
180i to 1811, first He commanding ofiicer of the artillery, 
and finally as governor. He died at Charlton on the Snd 
Jul;?-, 1837, aged 83 years. 

Sir Eobert Gardiner was the youngest son of the late 
Captain John Gardiner (3rd Bufia), and brother of the 
late Lieut. -General Sir John Gardiner, colonel of the 61st 
r^ment. He was born May 2, 1781, joined the Eoyal 
Military Academy, Wool^vich, in 1795, and obtained nis 
commission in the Eoyal Artillery, April 7, 1797. In 
October he was sent to Gibraltar, then partially blockaded 
bj the French and Spanish fleets, and remained there till 

* The jear 1841 ia remarkable for the number qf aeoidenial 
deaths by which the raoka of the Royal Artjllsr; were thinned. In 
sddilJon to those aboTs mcntiDned, two men, gunners, Jnmes.Ncr- 
wood And John CooIiBbaiie, were smothered in the gravel.pits at 
Woolwich, in March ; Gunner Wiliinm Csirson, servant to Lien- 
tenant Swinton, was drowned by aTOideiitnlly slipping off the plank 
when Btepping into a bo»t at Woolwich -pier, in Angnst ; and two 
other gimnera, Michael Walker and Alexander Miller, were killed 
at Portsmonth, in October, liy the eiplosion of a gun from "cilia's. 
th<!y WBTB firing a aalnte to welcome the Ring d5 \,\ie?teiu3D, ^jwom 
Phililipe. 
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November, 1798, when he embarked with the expedition 
under Sir Charles Stuart, and was present at the captnze 
of Minorca. In May, 1799, he was appointed on the ataif 
in Minorca as commandant of IVCosquito Fort (the point 
where the Due de Crillon had landed m 1782), and shorilj 
afterwards became aide-de-camp to the general command- 
ing, the Hon. Henry Fox, brother to the great Whig 
leader. 

He returned to England on the evacuation of Minorca . 
at the peace of Amiens in 1802. He became second cap- 
tain in 1804, and in 1805 commanded twelve guns nnder 
Lieut. -General Don, forming the advanced corpa of the 
army destined to serve under Lord Cathcart in the north 
of Germany, combined with the Itussian army under 
Count Tolstoy. They advanced as far as Hanover, when 
the result of the battle of Austerlitz put an end to the 
campaign, and the army returned home, their unmolested 
embarkation being stipulated for by the treaty of Pres- 
burg. 

He immediately effected an exchange in order to join 
Sir John Stewart's force employed against the French in 
Sicily, where he arrived shortly after the battle of Maida. 
On Sir John being relieved by General Fox, Captain 
Gardiner again joined the staff of the latter, and when 
General Fox returned home, he was appointed aide-de- 
camp to Sir John Moore. 

In 1807 the army left Sicily for the purpose of lawi^ing 
in Portugal ; but, being detained by contrary winds, only 
reached Lisbon to find that the Eoyal family, whose oanae 
they were to have assisted, had sailed for the Brazils, and 
the force returned to England. 

Early in 1808, when Sir John Moore was named to the 
command of the expedition to Sweden, he repeatedly 
applied to Lord Chatham, then Master General of the 
Ordnance, to bo allowed to take Captain Gardiner on hii 
personal staff, but the regulations of the corpa at thit 
time did not allow of staff employment for artillery officer! 
from home stations. On Sir John's departure for Sweden, 
Captnin Gardiner again exchanged for active service, and 
joiucd tlic army assembling at Cork under Sir Arthur 
\Velleflley. Ho landed with it at Mondego Bay, and 
advaneinK from Lavaos on the 10th August in command 
of a half-battery, was engaged at Koleia on the 17th, and 
in the crowning victory over Junot at Vimeira on the 
2lFt, followed by the capture of Lisbon, and convention of 
Cintn, 
Sir John iloore having Tc\\e\c3L ^Vt ktV?)[iMT'^^S9k»^ 



71 

in Portugal, Captain Gardiner was called to head-quarters 
«8 brisaae -major of artillery, and participated in tLc pro- 
longed atmggle commencing on the 24t!i December at 
BeoaTenti, and ending on the ISth January, 1S09, at 
liiego, called the Corunna retreat. After witnessing tbe 
death of hia miich-loved friend and fieneral, ho returned 
to England, and was immediately appointed brigade -major 
to the artillery commanded by Brigadier-Genern! John 
M'Leod, with Lord Chatham's army of the Scheldt. He 
was present at the capture of Middleburg and Flushing, 
and returned wilSi the espedition to England in 1810, 
having been proatrated by the Walchereu fever. 

Three months later he effected a third exchange for 
Active service, and joined the division of the Peninsular 
army under Sir ThomnB Graham. The raonolonous de- 
fence of Cadiz was relieved by the espedition to Gibraltar, 
terminating in the battle of Barossa, in which hia battery 
bore a conapicnoua part. 

In Hovember, 1811, he Mas promoted to first captain, 
4ind in Februarv, 1812, proceeded to join the main body 
of the army under Lord Wellington before Badajoz. He 
■was mentioned in Lord Wellington's despatches for bis 
fiervices in the trenches, and received a brevet majority in 
April, 1812. In May he joined a field battery with the 
£rst division, and commanded it through the campaign, in 
the battle of Salamanca, and at the capture of Madrid. At 
the siege of Burgos he volunteered with aeveral of hia 
'men for the trenches, and took part in tlie operations till 
the siege was raised, when he resumed hia field duties 
throughout the arduous movement and frequent engagc- 
menta from 28th October to the 19th November, known 
as the Surgoa retreat. 

While in winter cantonments he was nominated to the 
command of E (afterwards D) troop, Eoyal Horse Artil- 
lery (now A battery, B brigade), which he immediately 
joined, and marched into Spain with Lord Dalhousie a 
division. In June, 1813, he waa attached to the Hussar 
brigade, and was engaged with them, and mentioned br 
Loni Wellington, at Morales. The chief actions in,wliicn 
he took part in the triumphal march through Spain and 
Prance were Vittoria, the aflaira in the Pyrenees from 
the 27th to 30th July, Orthes (for which he received a 
lieu tenant- colonelt^), larbes, and Toulouse. Proceeding 
through Franae, alter the peace, be embarked at Calaia for 
England in June, ISli, and was shortl j aftaiwaiAa cic»ijai. 
Knight Commander of the Batb. 
Durhig the corn riots in 1815, 5w "ao'b'it^ GwSsW 
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troop was stationed in the gardens at Carlton House, and 
remained there till the mobs dispersed on tho news ci 
Napoleon's escape from Elba. 

LaniUng with his troop at Ostend in April, 1815, he was 
again attached to the nussar brigade. His troop was 
most severely pressed in covering the left of the army on 
the retreat from Quatre Bras on the 17th, and took part 
in the great battle of the 18th, and in the capture and 
occupation of Paris. 

E«turning home in January, 1816, Sir Eobert was sud- 
denly called upon to change the life of ^femips for that of a 
Court. On the marriage of the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales with Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, he was 
selected for the j)ost of prmcipal equerry. On his Boyid 
Highness accepting the throne of Belgium in 1831, Sir 
Hobert continued to reside at Melbourne, on the CJare- 
mont estate. He was military aide-de-camp to George TV., 
William lY., and to her Majesty, until he attained his 
general's rank in 1841. In 1848 he was appointed gover- 
nor and commander-in-chief of Gibraltar, and his public 
service terminated with that appointment in 1855. He 
had become colonel commandant of the 4th battalion 
Boyal Artillery in 1853, and had advanced to the Grand 
Cross of the Bath in 1855. In 1864 he was gazetted 
colonel commandant of B brigade, Boyal Horse Artillerjf. 
He received the Order of the Guelph for his services m 
Hanover, and the Hussian Order of St. Anne for Waterloo. 
While at Gibraltar her Majesty the Queen of Spain sent 
him the Grand Cross of Carlos III., but the regulatious 
of the service precluded his wearing the decoration. He 
held a distinguished service pension, and had the gold 
medal and clasps for Barossa, Salamanca, Vittoria, Oruies, 
and Toulouse, the silver war medal and clasps for Soleia, 
Vimeira, and Corunna, and the Waterloo medal. 

Sir Bobert married in 1816 Caroline, eldest daughter of 
Lieut.-General Sir John and Lady Emily Macleod, of 
which marriage two children survive — Colonel Lynedoch 
Gardiner, Assistant Adjutant-General, II.A., and Emily, 
married to Major George Frend. The general died at 
Claremont, 26th June, 1864. 

In April, 1859, a reorganization of the Boyal Artillery 
took place, and the battalions, now called brigades, moved 
in bodies instead of detached companies. The 1st bri- 
gade, under Colonel Dalton, having, after a severe course 
of battalion and gun drill, become most cflieient as garri- 
fion arLillery, was sent to GibxaVlaT, ^Vvexe \\. \i«jR cv« 
finee performed all thoneccsaarj gaTO^ou OiMXSfe^ % vsA*^ 
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ready, eUoald circumstancea require it, to emulate tke 
deeds performed by the old 2ud buttalioa in. 17S2. ^^ 

" And tbis is kv t wlU ciaiiit^, ^H 

My tune it ue'er shall alter, ^H 

That whosoe'er is king of Spain ^^1 

We will keep Qibtallar." ^^ 

I General EHiolt'i Parody on (Je 

" YicaT of Bray." 



CHAPTER IT. 



" Snrely, if ever country were worthy the raloor at the 

thg Htndy of the lenmeil, tho exptoratioa of i'hs philoaopher,. 
the observation of the traveller, and the holy enterprise of the 
Christian, this is it." — Nolan. 
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— annir, I7SB— hahiila, 1762 — 
irl857— KiUDB'B 



Thk waot of artillery during the wars on the coast of 
India from 17i6 to 1754, and the imposHibility of forming 
a BcfScteat number on the spot, induced the Court of- 
Direetora of the East India Company to obtain and aend 
out a company of the Eoyal Artillery ; and when the 
war broke out in 1755, three compaTiies were raised for 
servico in India, and sent out with tho reinforcements 
iinder Cliro to Bombay, and were afterwardfl distributed 
among the Presidenciea. 

The first oompanv that left England for India waa com- 
manded by Major John Goodyear, and formed part of the 
force under Admiral Boacawen, which sailed in November, 
1747. Arriving at the Mauritius in June, 1748, prepara- 
tions were made to attack that island ■, Vi\A tW ece-ovj 
appearing so well prepared to oppose t\\em, ftio "Y6.e'\-«*a. 
abandoned, and the fleet set sail for the iioas\. o'^- Co^"^- 



74 England's abtHiLEbyxbst. 

mandel. Arrangements were at once made to betie^ 
Pondicherry, the principal settlement of the French m 
India ; and the army being landed, commenced its march 
towards that fortress on the 8th Angost. 

It was necessary, before reaching ^ondicherry, to reduee 
the fort of Ariancopang, which, unhappily, was found to 
be of much superior strength liian had been report^. 

It was attacked, however, and our force was compelled 
to retreat; but not till they had lost 150 men, md 
amongst them some of the best officers of the army. 

Major Groodyear, of the Artillery, commanded in fJiii 
unfortunate attack, and was mortally wounded, his left 
leg being taken off by a cannon-ball. This was a loss the 
army could ill sustain, as he was the person on whom 
Admiral Boscawen chiefly relied for conducting his operip 
tions against Pondicherry. 

It was resolved to continue the attack against Arianoo- 
pan^, and the siege guns were landed from the fleet. The 
cngmecrs having built a battery, the fire from whieh 
had not the least effect upon the enemy's works, the 
officers of the artillery offered to erect another battery; 
this they completed m less than twenty-four hours, and 
opened on the fort with considerable effect. 

An explosion took place in the fort on the 20th An^put^ 
when the enemy retreated to Pondicherry, the Bntiah 
taking possession of the ruins. They sat before Pondi- 
chcrrv on the 30th ; and on the 30th September, findmg 
they had made little or no impression on the works, it wu 
determined to raise the siege, and the army began to 
march back towards Fort St. David. 

Forty-three artillerymen died or were killed on thii 
expedition. 

Forty men of the Eoyal Artillery arrived at Madrai 
with the 39th regiment (Primus in Indus), and in the 
arrangements made for Retaking Calcutta, after the 
" Black Hole" massacre in 1756, it was intended that the 
guns sent from Madras should have been worked by theie 
artillerymen; but the colonel of the 39th regiment^ 
(Aldercon) under whose command they were placed, re- 
fused to allow them to go, unless he accompanied them 
with his regiment. Calcutta was taken, however, after i 
short cannonade from the shipping, and arrangement! 
were at once made to protect the captured city. 

A fortified camp, with outposts around it, was formed 
about a mile from the town; and towards the end of 
January, 1757, the artWlcry arTaT\^cm<i\it% n^ct^ completed 
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by the arriTal of the field artillery under Captain 
Bwker.* 

Three companioa were raised for aervioe in India on the 
1st March, 1755, hut only two of them (Maitland's and 
Hialop's) had reached that country, the third having heen 
lost in the Doddinifton. This ill-fitted vessel sailed from 
England on the 23'rd April, 1755, and on the 17th July, 
when ahout 230 leagues oS the Gape, ahe struck and 
foundered; and the whole of the crew and company of 
artillery, numbering 370 persona, with the exception of 
23 who were thrown upon a barren rock, perished. 
Among the saved there were but three of the Eoyal 
ArtillerVi John Lister, Balph Smith, and Edward Dysoy, 
mattrosaea. They supported themselves on this rock by 
picking up relics from the ship, and by fishing, for nearly 
six months, when, having built a boat, which they named 
the Sappy Deliverance, they aet sail for tho Cape, which 
they reached in safety in March, 1756. 

One of the companies of Eoyal Artillery, under Cap- 
tain Tovey, waa employed on board the bomb-ketches of 
Admiral Watson's fieet, which destroyed tho forts and 
sliipa of the pirate Angria in 1756. 

In 1758 the French, under ConflanB, were defeated by 
an army under Colonel Fordo, which in the following 
year captured Maaulipatam. 

Captain Hislop's company was attached to thb array, 
and WHS the last of the Hoyal Artillery who served in 
Bengal, until the breaking out of the recent mutiny. 
Eislop died at Woolwicli on the 28th December, 1779 ; 
but his name, and that of his sons, will ever be remem- 
bered in India. The eldest, William, a captain-lientenant 
in the Eoyal Artillery, died of his wounds at Cundapoor 
on the 13th February, 1783 ; and the youngest, the late 
Bit Thomas Hislop, waa created a baronet for his services 
in that country. He died at Charlton in 18'13. 

On the 9th February, 1759, a force, consisting of 850 
Europeans and 1500 sepoys, commanded by Captain 
Eichard Maitland, of the Koyal Artillery', embarked at 
Bombay to proceed against tiie town and citadel of Surat, 
held by the Seydeea. 

Landing at Dentilowry, nine miles from the point of 
attack, they encampedfor several days to make prepara- 

* Aflenrarda Sii Robert Barker : was transferred to tho Geo^l 
Artiileij in 1T62, and waa afterwards comToaniet-ui.-tiiiB'i. iS. ■*>« 
Bast IniliB Company. Ho resigned that -poati, B.iii tiA'a™*^ ^ 
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tions for the siege. The garrison was driven inside the 
walls of the fortress by the end of Febroary ; and on the 
4th March the citadel surrendered. Captain Maitladd 
died in India in 1763. 

A company of the Eoyal Artillery, and 30 of the 
Madras Artillery, commanded by Major Sobert Barker, 
E.A., took part in the expedition against Manilla in 176S. 
On this occasion the officers of the artillery and engi- 
neers exerted themselves in a manner that nothing Imt 
their zeal for the public service could have inspired. 

By the skill and management of Major BarKer, and the 
officers under him, our guns were served with such accu- 
racv and dexterity, that the twelve pieces the Spaniards 
had opposed to them were silenced in a few hours, and the 
men driven from them. 

The directors of the East India Com^ny having 
determined to augment their troops on the bengal esta- 
blishment, were desirous of havmg officers from the 
King's Artillery to promote their service ; and also eadeti 
from the Woolwich Academy. Many officers of the Bqyil 
Artillery were accordingly transferred to command the 
newly-K)rmed companies of the Bengal Artillery. 

The second company of this distinguished corps, raised 
in 1758, was placed under the command of^ Captain 
Broadbridge, E.A. This officer, after distinguishing nim- 
self with his company in the operations at Fatna, died in 
1761. 

In 1768 Maior T. D. Pearso, of the Eoyal Artillery, 
was transferred to the Bengal Artillery as lieut.-colond, 
and nominated to command the corps. Owing to some 
mistake on the part of the authorities, he did not assame 
the command until the following year, when it was vacated 
by the death of Colonel N. Kindersley,* also an o£Beer 
from the Eoyal Artillery. 

Colonel Pearse was the first professionally educated 
artillery officer who entered the Company's service. He 
entered the Eoyal Military Academy at Woolwich in his 
fifteenth year; and in June, 1757, received his com- 
mission in the Eoyal Artillery as lieutenant-worker^ He 
served on the coast of I'rance, at St. Malo, Cherbourg, 
&c., in 1758, Martinique and Guadaloupe in 1759, BelleisTe 
in 1701, and Havannah in 1762 ; and, as he states in a 
letter to a friend, ** though not at the head, he was in the 
heat of every attack." 

This distinguished officer held the command of the 

♦ Coionel Nathaniel KindcTOVe^ dieOiOcXftNiw *iaA"v^^. 
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Bengal Artillery for twenty-one years. He whb an inti- 
mate friend of Warren llastinRS, and was honoured with 
the confidence of Lord CoruwaJIis ; and to him ia mainly 
dae the organization and efficiency of thst honourable .and 
dietin^iehed corps, of which he may justly be styled 
■' the father." Before hia time it was a uomtnon practice 
to make any midshipnian who was discontented with his 
ahip an officer of artillery ; it whs also necessary for an 
officer in this corps to be what was at that time known as 
a " gen tleman"— that ia, in plain terms, a drunkard, a 
gambler, and a sportsman — in fact, what at the present 
day would stamp a man the "blackguard," 

It was under auch uirenmatanees that Colonel Pearse 
took the command, and he at once set to work to improve 
the moral condition of the regimeot 

To weed out the inefficient from the officers, to teach 
the remainder and the new comers their duty, to introduce 
a proper internal economy and discipline into the ranks, 
and to obtain proper control over the materiel of the 
regiment, were nia firat duties. He had a number of young 
officers from the Eoyal Artillery* transferred to the corps, 
whose example had a beneficia! effect, both on their 
brother officers and their subordinates. 

Steadily did Colonel Pearse pursue his object through 
difficulties and disappointments, but he was rewarded ere 
his death by seeing the corps raised to as high a state of 
discipline and efficiency as any in bis Majesty's service. 
In a letter to General Pattiaon, dated Nofember, 1?74, 
speaking of the conduct of the corps at a review before 
General Olavering, he says, " The perforraancea at the 
review would not have been a disgrace to dear old 
Woolwich." Hia affection for the old corps was ever 
undiminished, as tbe foUowing extract from another letter 
to General Pattiaon, dated Slst March, 1783, will show : — 
"How happy should I be had I never gone away from 

TOUT command At last you are at tbe 

head of us — ua, 1 say, for I atill claim a right to enrol 
myself in tbe Eoyal Ee^iment, which, and its commander, 
God preaerve." 

Colonel Pearse held a command under Sir Eyre Coote 
(with whom lie was uo favourite) in the campaign againat 
Hyder Ali. He was wounded at Cnddalore in June, 
1763. In the "British Indian Military Eepoaitory" (1823), 

* Lieutenants AJasander Laitb, Thomaa liee, ani l!iMiii»,"^wA 
H-cre aaoog tbe officers traDsferreil &om the B.q^bX ^r'tiXaTi Vi '•Ibsi 
East India Coinpanj'e service at this time. ' 
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the services and letters of Colonel Pearse while' a 
campaign occupy about 300 pages. 

Being on duty at a fire in Fort William, Calcafb 
tlie.nignt of the 9th March, 1789, while under the 
ence of mercury, it is supposed he was seized with f 
illness, as none of his correspondence can be found 
sequent to the 11th March. He died on the 15th 
and was buried with the highest military honours i 

great burial-ground of Calcutta ;'a handsome pillar, < 
orinthian order, was raised to his memory at Dnm- 

In the year 1791 a detachment was raised of toIiu 
from the battalions of the Boyal Artillery, for serFJ 
the East Indies. Two companies were thus formed 
a staff, consisting of a major, adjutant, and qu 
master, was appointed to accompany them. Major ] 
Scott was the officer commanding this detachu 
Captain T. Eoss, Lieutenants !B. Clarke, J. Huntei 
Nicolay, and C. Gt>ld were among the subordinate ofi 
They left Woolwich early in the year, arriving at M 
in October. 

They served under Lord ComwaUis at the defe 
Tipjpoo Sultan's army, 1792,* and at the subsequent 
of seringapatam. While the fortress was being iuTt 
the Eoyal Artillery had to deplore the loss of IS 
Scott, who died on the 9th February. 

A treaty having been concluded with Tippoo, the 
was stopped, and the army dispersed. At this 
Lieutenant Gold, assisted by Lieutenant Hunter, i 
sketches of the principal objects that attracted their a 
tion, particularly of tkose poor infatuated creatures 
in devotion to their gods, subjected themselves to hoi 
tortures, such as remaining in painful or ridiculous posit 
&c. Happily this is not very prevalent in Lidia a1 
present day ; but at the time of which we are speaking, C 
tianity had made but little progress in that vast empi 

Neither had these customs been much illustrate 
Eneland; so that when Goldf published these skel 
under the title of " Oriental Drawings," they were 
sidered valuable additions to our knowledge of 
Hindoos. 

Lieutenant Nicolay had been attached to Lord C 
wallis's staff as an engineer ; and in November, 179! 

* The artillery, though present at the capture of Tippoo* 
tified camp, on the night of the 6th February, 1792, were wi 
gum. It is not evident in what capacity they served, but 
probably tm sappers. 

t Lieutenant HunUt ^^dT&a^ \^,Vl'^'i. 
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> was transferred aa lioutenant to tho lioyal EngineerB. 
He afterwards served in the West Indies under Sir Joha 

a Moore and Sir Ba]ph Abercrombie ; and aa lieut.-coionel 

- of the gtaffoorps at Yimetra and Corunna. 

i In 1815 he was at the battle of Waterloo, and was after- 

l wards appointed govemar and commander-in-chief of 

J Dominica and other West India Islands, and lastly of the 

i. Mauritius. He died a lieut.-seneral and a knight, at 

; Cheltenham, on the 2ud September, 1S42, aged seveaty* 

I The two companies were present at the siege and capture 

of Pondicherry in 1793, and at the conquest of Ceyioa in. 
1795. They went to the Cape in 1796, and from thence 
returned to England. 

CeyJon being now under the Britiflh crown, it was de- 
termined that three companies of the Kojal Artillery 
should form part of the force in that island ; aoecrdingly, 
in the years 1799-1800 six commimes were raised, which, 
added to the two already established for service in the 
£!ast Indies, formed the Gth battalion of the regiment. 
The first companies sent to Ceylon were commanded 
J Captains R. E. H. Eogera, P. W. Colebrookc,* aad E. 
. Worsley.t 

It was in Captain Eogera's company that Alexander 
Alexander, whose adventurous though miserable life was 
published by Blackwood in 1830, servod the greater part 
of bis time. Being rather better educated than most of 
bis companions, he does not appear to have been, able to 
suit himself to their society, but to have passed the most 
miaerable eiistence possible, fancying every duty a degra- 
dation, and every non-tom-miasioned of&oer a bear. Mis 
services in the Eoyal Artillery are not worth meutioning ; 
but he gives an insight into tho way a company passed 
its time in Ceylon, and a few words about the oi&cers 
composing it. 

" Captain Rogers," says Alexander, " though a severe 
disciplinarian, was very fond of his company, and did all 
in ma power for their comfort. He «-aB a very active 
officer, whose whole mind was bent on the good of the 

' Cobnel Paulct Welboro Cakbruuke died at Shoator'a Hill, 
September 2Q, 1S16, &oia the effectti of disenso coatiaclcd in the 
serrice uf his couatty in Ccylau. He poaseased a troly beaerolent 
beart and compreheaBire mind, and supported a lingering, paiofol 
illnass with the greatest Gmmesa, never shrinking from, lu^d.'o^. 

t Edward Vangban Worslej Uved to be a UeaVeDa-TA-^Knaroi «>A. 
colonel-commfliiJaiit of the 5th battalion. aei«4a'i.C\iia\K.^s™ii> 
Aagaat It, 1850. 
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service. He lost his wife and two children at Ceylon in 
1804, and obtained leave to go to England to recruit hii 
health and spirits ; but he reached no further than Madni, 
where he took the fever and died, on the 6th June, ISOl" 
The command of the company then devolved (temporanly) 
on Lieutenant C. G. Alms,'''' who, according to Alexander, 
knew not the names of half a dozen men of hia company, 
though he served with them upwards of ten years. 

At the end of six months the company was taken over 
by Captain C. F. Napier — a smart, active man, of strict 
and correct principles — who did all in his power for the 
encouragement of morality and the suppression of viee. 
€aptain Napier was promoted to major m January, 1813 ; 
ana died, while on his passage home from Ceylon, on the 
21st March following. 

In 1806 two companies, under Lieut.-Colonel Cole- 
brooke, were attached to the brigade under General Mait- 
land, that was sent from Ceylon to quell the mutiny whieh 
had arisen among the soldiers of the com[)any at Vellore. 

This was the last time the Uoyal Artillery served on 
the mainland, lentil the breaking out of the recent mutiny. 

In 1811, detachments of the Koyal Artillery, under 
Captains Byers and W. Colebrooke, were sent from Ceykw 
to Java, and served with distinction in the batteries erected 
against Comeilius. 

The fire commenced on the 24ith August, but was not 
very successful. Three or four guns were dismounted in 
our batteries ; and Lieutenant Patton and several artillexy- 
men killed. As the commander-in-chief was proceeding 
to the front during the cannonade, he met an artillerymsn 
going to the rear by himself, with only one arm, the other 
having been carried off by a cannon-shot. Xbis noble 
fellow stopped when he came abreast of the general, and 
deliberately saluted him with his remaining arm. 

On the 25th our superiority of fire became evident ; and 
the place was soon afterwards assaulted and captured. 

They afterguards served at the siege and capture of 
Jokjakarta (Djocjocarta). The following extract from the 
despatches is sumcient to show the services of the artillezy 
on this occasion : — 

"Captain IJyers, with the Royal Artillery, Captain 
liudyerd, and the Horse Artillery (Madras) were all con- 
spicuous for the same gallantry and zeal ; and the com- 
mander of the ibrccs communicates his thanks to Captain 
I3ycrs for his active exertions in joining Liout.-Colonel 

* Died at Jcrwy, 2»\Ai i)eQftm>>et, l^'^'i. 



THE ROYAl AKTILLEEY IH THE EAST INDIEa. St 

Maeleod'a detachment with the ordnance stores ; and the 
Bame approbation is also due to Captain Colebrooie* of the 
Koyal Artillery, whoao activity has more than once beeu 
notioed. Captaia Bjera and Lieutenant Black rendered 
effectual asBistance to Lieut. -Colonel Macteod in blowing 
open the Prince's Gate with one of the Horse Artillery 
This Taluahle corps is always conspicuous when its 
ifiB are required." 
rrhe following year saw this company of the Eojal Ar- 
Teiy engaged at Palorabana:, in Sumatra. This was the 
tt eervice of the corps in Polynesia. 

lie end of the war the artillery force in Ceylon was 
i to two companiea, and eventually ta one ; and 
IS the only portion of the Eoyal Artillery stationed 
(the East. 

D FoTember, 1834, while Colonel J. A. Clement, with 
a companies under Major Moore and Captaiu Scott, 
k in Ceylon, a fearful hurricane passed over the island, 
loin^ considerable damage, especially in the Colombo 
district. Heavy rains also set in, and the rivers orer- 
fiowed, destroying whole Tillages, and desolating the 
country for miles round. One village, four miles from 
Colombo, was completely deluged, the inhabitants being 
obliged to erect Beholds and climb the highest trees, to 
save themselves from drowning ; and to subsist on the pro- 
duce of the trees and what they chanced to take with them. 
A bridge of boats, called " the Grand Pass," that crosses 
the river near thia village, was under the superintendence 
of Corporal Wilson, K.A., who, in his eiertiona to save 
- the bridge, was atruck on the leg by a raft of timber, and 
very much hurt. Colonel Clement, hearing of the disaster, 
at once sent Gunner U. Martin to assist him. Groing by 
the road for three miles, Martin came to the water, and 
waH about to swim to the bridge, when he was prevented 
by an officer of the Ceylon Eifles, who obtained for him a 
canoe and two natives to assist liim. They soon reached 
the side of the river, which at the time was running out 
at the rate of ten miles an hour. The night was very dark 
and wet, and having no hopes of finding the bricfge till 
daylight, they lashed the canoe to a coeoa-nut tree, and 
remained all night in the storm. 

* The preseat Sir WiUiani CalEhrooka. This officer served many 
years In the East. Besides tbe expeditions above ncDtianed, he 
wsa engaged in the canipaigas of 1817-18-19 in Soathem India, 
and was nlaa praaent at the capture of the iiab tort^esaea, "iaa-*.; 
Kjma and Zsya, n-hieli were takea bj a. amal Soiee, "aniat '*« 
W. G. Keir, in iS19-20. 
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On arriving at the bridge early in the moming» Martin 
found Corporal Wilson very ill; he would not leave hit 
post, however, but remained in one of the boats giving bii 
orders. The water was rising rapidly. The bridge being 
composed of forty- two boats, a native was placed in eaa 
to assist with the planks, while Martin t^k charge of 
those at each end, letting out the moorings as required. 
This continued for nine days during the most violent hm^ 
ricane, the waters increasing meanwhile. 

On the 9th November, twenty-seven of the Cingaleie 
who had taken refuge in the trees were rescoed and 
placed in the boats ; where, after remaining three dayi 
(during which the flood abated), they were landed and 
supplied with food by the governor, the whole of their 
dwellings and property having been destroyed. The artil* 
lerymen, fortunately, had seven days' provisions witk 
them, or they must have suffered equally with the natives; 
whose shrieks, when they began to be oppressed by hmi' 
ger, were most painful to hear. 

The officers of the Koyal Artillery who rendered assiit' 
ancc to the natives during this catastrophe were Lieni* 
Colonel Clement, Lieutenants Dechamps and Williams.* 

During the time that Moore's and Scott's comfNUixi 
were in Ceylon they suffered fearfully from cholera and 
dysentery. 

Captain George Jones and Lieutenant Edward Tindal 
both died at Trincomalec,-^the former on the S^tli April 
1829, and the latter on the 26th March, 1831. Thsie 
officers, with twenty-two men of Scott's company, one 
sergeant, thirty-two rank and file, and two drummen of 
Moore's, made, with Lieut.-Colonel Clement, who died os 
the 10th June, 1838, a total of sixty of the Soyal Artilleiy 
who fell victims to the pernicious effects of the climate 
of Ceylon. 

Sunday, the 10th May, 1857, will never cease to be l^ 
mcmbered in India. 

An outbreak, for some time contemplated, broke out it 
Meerut in the afternoon of that day. The grievance of 
the greased cartridges was indeed urged ; but a combini^ 
tion had been for some time forming, and the name of tin 
King of Delhi, over eighty years of age. was imagined to 
be a *' tower of strength in the endeavour about to bo 
made to restore the supremacy of the Mogul dynasty* 
Scenes of the most heartrending description occurred, and 
oilicers, ladies, and even children, fell victims to the bn^ 
tality of the sepoys. 

• The present Six 'S^. 'F. \^\\!iABffl» ^A'^'w. 
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Outbreaks occurred at Allahabad, Jliansi, Lueknon', 
Cawnpore, and other places ; the European women and 
children in many of liege citiea were cruelly used and 
muirdered, while the several raatinoas regiments all made 
for Delhi, hastening thither, as a central point, from all 



collected and marched to Delhi, which withstood a Biego 
of upwards of three months before it fell into the hands of 
the BritiBh. 

Tho Eoyal Artillery took no part in this remarkable 
eief[B,buttlieir gallant comrades of the Indian service, now of 
theEoyalArtillery,eamedforthemaeIveBimperiahablefame. 

The ftarriaon of Lucknow being hemmed in and besieged 
by another army of the mutineers, a force was hastily col- 
lected by Brigadier- General Harelock, whose efforts to 
relieve the beleaguered garrison will he a glorious page ia 
England's annals till the end of time. None of the Com- 
pany's artillery being obtainable for this force, orders 
were suddenly despatched to Ceylon for the only company 
of Eoyal Artillery in the East Indies, that branch of Her 
Majesty's army having for years past ceased to do duty on 
the mainland. 

Captain F. C. Maude, Lieutenant Maitland, four ser- 
geants, nine corporals, thirty-nine gunners, and one trum- 
?Bter were accordingly despatched to tho scene of action, 
'hey embarked on board the Semiramis, at Trincomalee, 
on the 7th June, and arrived at Allahabad in lime to take 
the field early in July* 

The mutineers, numbering about 3500, occupied a strong 
position at Futtehpore, which was reached by Havelock's 
force on the 12th July, Pushing forward two of their 
suns, the enemy commenc-ed a cannonade on the British 
&ODt, while a Ixidy of infantry and cavalry threatened the 
flauks. They found our troops ready to receive them. 
Astonished by the precision of the guns under Captain 
Maude, and the deadly aim of the En&eld ri3.es, they fell 
back upon Futtehpore id disorder, leaving three of their 
'cannon. They were eventually compelled to take flight, 
abandonmg twelve gnna. 

Havelocit ctfntinued his march u^n Cawnpore, and on 
the 15th July was twice engaged with the mutineers, first 

* The whole of Hivolocfe force did not eioeed 1100 iQaa. Vt 
wasoompos«(l of aMJIler? (including 22 of UioBengjA ktt^VVivi^ V* -, 
Uudras Fusilier^ 378 ; 64th regiment, 435 -, Iftiii Bl^iiVBiAB'ci, 
384; Sitb regimeat, 100; and Volunteer Casa.\i3,2.'l- 
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at the village of Aong, and next at the bridge over the 
Pandoo Nudee. Successful in both instances, the column 
pushed on, and on the following day defeated Nana Sahib 
in his final stand before Cawnpore. When this miscreant 
saw that nothing could withstand the advance of tiie 
avenging column, he gave directions on the 17th for the 
massacre of all the English women and children, in his 
power, and with a savage barbarity caused their bodies to 
be thrown down a well. 

Early on that morning a heavy explosion was heard, 
caused by the enemy setting fire to the magazine of Cawn« 
pore, when Nana Sahib was withdrawing thence npOD 
Bithoor. 

Cawnpore was at once occupied, and the troops were 
horrified on discovering traces of the late massacre. Th» 
capture of the Nana*s palace at Bithoor was effected 
without firing a shot, and twenty guns were taken. The 
British column crossed the Ganges on the 25th Joly, ind 
on the 29th they encountered and defeated the rebels tt 
Onao and Busheergunje. 

Cholera having broken out amongst his troops, Haveloefc 
was obliged to fall back upon Cawnpore. Before he 
reached that city, however, he was engaged with the rebdi 
on three occasions — twice at Busheergunje and once tt 
Bithoor— each time defeating them with great slaughter. 
Having had the benefit of a month's rest, and being rein- 
forced by Sir James Outram with the 5th Fusiliers, 90th 
regiment, two batteries of the Bengal Artillery, and the 
12th Native Irregular Cavalry, Havelock again advanced 
on the 21st September, once more defeating the enemy in 
his old position at Numghowar. 

On the 22nd the troops marched fifteen miles in a. per- 
fect deluge of rain, and continued their advance on tiie 
following day, till they came up with the enemy strongly 
posted at the Aiumbagh, an isolated building to the south- 
east of Lucknow, from which they wore driven and pursued 
nearly to the canal of the city. 

Our troops halted on the 21th, and marched to the 
assault of Lucknow on the following morning. 

Across a bridge, the entrance to the city, the enemy 
ositablishod a battery of four guns, including one or more 
heavy ones, and the houses behind it were ioopholed and 
full of rificmcn. For awhile Maude's light field battery^ 
posted on the road, endeavoured to silence the cncmy'i 
gun 8, but after a number of his gunners had fallen, it wai 
found necessary that the mfantTy aVvould advance. For 
hia Bcrvicea on this occa»\onCa\>la\u"NLw3Ac>«w^^<iwst^\jA 
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with tlic Victoria Croaa. Havelock, in Ilia dcapatcli, aays : 
" Tliis officer ateadilj and cheerily puahed on with his men, 
and bore down the desperate opposition of the enemy, 
though with the loss of one-third of the artillerymen." 

Sir Janjes Ontram adds, " That this attack appeared to 
him to indicate no reckless or fooUiardy daring, but the 
calm heroiam of a true soldier, who fuUy appreciates the 
difficulties and dangers of the task he haa undertaken ; 
and that but for Captain Maude's nerre and coolness on. 
thia occasion, the army could not have advanced." 

From one of Maude's guns nearly ail the gnuners were 
allot away ; their placea, however, were quickly supplied 
by volunteers, among wtom waa conspicuooa Private Joel 
Holmes, of the 84th regiment, his noble bearing and 
gallant conduct, under a murderoua £re, winning for him 
the admiration of the whole army, aad aubsequently the 
Victoria Cross from iiia sovereign. 

The enemy's battery was taken, the guns thrown into 
the canal, and the columu fought its way through the 
streets, and the enemy's batteries, to the Eesidency, where 
H-M.'s 33nd reijiment was valiantly defending the Englisli 
■women and children who had taken refuge there. 

Havelock'a array, however, waa not able to relieve the 
beleaguered garriaod ; and the addition of his Iroopa to the 
exhausted defenders, however neoeaaary in a military 
point of view, was most inopportune, as the provisions in 
the Eesidency were already insutBoient to austala the Uvea 
of those within it for many weeks longer. 

In the paaaage through the city the force had been com- 
pelled to abandon aeveral ammunition- waggon 9 which could 
not be dragged along. The carriage of one of our small 
howitzera also having been broken, it waa abandoned ; but 
another, taken from the enemy, waa aubatituted by Cap- 
tain Maude. 

n tlie 29th three sorties were made against the s 



mosque, where they were protected by intervening build- 
ings from our fire. Lieutenant Maitland, Koyal Artillery, 
placed a 9-pounder in position, and with admirable pre- 
cision (in three shots, at a distance of 400^ards) brought 
down both the minarets of the moaque, which fell in ruins 
on the head of the enemy. 

During this time the cry for help had reached England, 
&om whence troops were hastily despatched vi ■^s:*-^ 
numbers. A considerable force ot B.TliWei^.M.-aiftt'^Kiat _ 
Ceaeral J. E. Dupuis, inckiding Eout \.too?a o'i 'Cii^''^«»l» 



m 



8^ England's artillebtmen. 

Horse Artillery under Colonel D. Wood, was among thaw 
reinforcements. 

Two companies of the Eoyal Artillery were sent to 
India from China as soon as the news of the rebeUion 
reached that country ; Colonel Crawford, with bis adju- 
tant, Major Barry, and detachments from the oompamet 
under Major Pennycuick, arrived at Calcutta from Hmig 
Xong on the 1st September, and the remainder, mider 
Captains Longden and Middleton, in October. Captiin 
Hardy's company, from the Cape of Good Hope, arriTed 
about the same time ; and was quickly followed by Captain 
Freeth's (under Major LeMesurier), from the sameplaeeu 

Great jealousy was exhibited on the arrival of the Boyal 
Artillery in Inma by nearly everybody except those r^y 
concerned — the artillerymen of the Indian service ; tlie 
English newspapers, especially, tried all in their power to 
foster an ill feeling between the officers of the lEcoval Ar- 
tillery and those of the Bengal, Madras, and [Bombay 
Artilleries. They failed in this, however, the SiOyal Ar- 
tillery being received with open arms by their brethren in 
India, and treated by them with the greatest kindness on 
all occasions. 

The correspondent of the Illustrated London J^eiog 
before Delhi, in a letter dated September, 1857, says ^— 
" The electrifying success of the Koyal Artillery under 
Havelock has called forth mild comments from the sister 
arm of Bengal, who, with honest rivalry, look forward to 
the arrival of a branch of the Eoysd service, hitherto 
strangers in Hindostan." 

(On the departure of Colonel Eadcliffe from Calcntta 
for England, in January, 1859, the officers of the Bengal 
Artillery gave a ball in his honour.) 

The tnrec batteries from China and the Cape joined the 
army under Sir Colin Campbell, which marched from 
Cawnpore for the relief of Lucknow on the 9th November. 
By a rapid march they joined on the same day the column 
under Brigadier-General Grant, which had been engaged 
several times with the rebels, and which was also hasten- 
ing towards Lucknow, when they halted for three dayi. 
The remainder of the company of Koyal Artillery from 
Ceylon, commanded by Captain F. J. Travers, was 
attached to the force under General Grant. 

On the 12th November Sir Colin advanced on the Alum- 
bagh, which was captured in the evening, and on the 15th 
bei;an his remarkable advance into Lucknow. 

For throe days our Iroopa wetc Tcvakuvv; their way 
ihrou^h the palaces and gardena o^ livxcVivo^ ^q^ ^isstt? 
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verted ixito fortificationH) towards their comrades in the 
Eeaidency, fighting every inuh of the road. 

In the meaowhUo the garrison within the walls were 
not inactiye. When the advance Hounded, the effect was 
electrical ; pent up for six weeks, and Bubjeoted to con- 
stant attaclM, the soldiers felt that the hour of retribution 
liad arrived. It vras impossible to withstand them, and in 
a few minutes the whole of the baildinga were in their poB- 
session, were armed with cannon, and steadily hold agaiuat 
all attacks. 

Mande's men worked at a mortar battery, the shells 
from which burst well in the bnildings occupied by the 
enemy's riflemen, who were soon dislodged. 

The Boynl Artillery under Colonel Crawford* and the 
Bengal Horse Artillery under Captain Blunt were most 
warmly engaged during the advance of the 15th, 16th, 
and 17th, on which occoision Sir Colin Campbell said — 
" It was highly agreeable to me to bo present when the 
Seogal and Boyal Artillery were brought into action 
together." 

Captain Middlcton'a battery rendered important service 
during the advance of the IGtl:, being ordered into action 
close to the Shah Nujjeef, a building about to be assaulted 
by the infantry. With loud cheers, the drivers waving 
tneir whips, the gunners their caps, they galloped forward 
through a deadly fire to within piatotshot of the wall, 
unlimhered, and poured in round after round of grape. 
BiOckets were afterwards brought into play, which caused 
the enemy to abandon the post. 

Captain Wliailey Micoll Hardy was killed, and Major 
Pennjcuick, Captain Travera, Lieutenants W. J). Milman,t 
A. Ford, and Surgeon Veale were wounded. Sergeant- 
Major Hemsley, a deservedly respected non-commissioned 
officer, received a severe wound on this occjision ; he 
Bufiered amputation of his leg, and aftertvards died on his 
passage to England, in Aprd, 1S53. 

Tbe garrison being finally relieved on the 17th, Sir 
James Uutram and Sir Henry Havelock came out to meet 
Sir Oolin Campbell and conduct him into the Besidency. 

By a series of masterly aiftngemcnts the women and 
oaildren and the siek and wounded were removed from 
the Besidency unknown to the enemy. A firewas opened 
on tbe Eaiaerbagh on the 20th, and trhile the foe was led 
to believe that an immediate assault was contemplated. 
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the army was being quietly withdrawn. So ably was thii 
movement carried out, that the mutineers were completely 
deceived, and, instead of following, they commencea firing 
on the old positions many hours after they had been 
quitted by tlie British. 

The whole army arrived at the Alumbagh on the 26th, 
on which day that gallant and beloved soldier, G^eneral 
Hav clock, whose duty was now completed, fell a viotim 
to dysentery. 

Sir Colin Campbell, leaving a portion of his army in the 
Alumbagh, under Sir James Outram, including Mande'i 
company of artillery, marched on the 27th Noyember fbr 
Cawnpore. 

General Windham, who had been left in command of 
that station, attacked one of the enemy's diyisions on the 
Paudoo Nuddee on the 26th November, routed them, and 
captured all but one gun. Next morning, howeyer, tiiff 
enemy being reinforced, they returned to the attaok 
forced the British within their lines at Nuwabgunge, and 
burnt down the camps of three regiments. 

On the 28th the renewed attempts of the enemy were 
triumphantly defeated. 

Major-General Dupuis and the officers of his staff were 
engaged in these operations. On the 27th, the only 
battery that could be brought up was a hastily-equipped 
one of ten pieces, drawn by bullocks, and mannea by 

Sieople of dmerent services and nations, viz., men of the 
loyal Artillery, seamen of the Shannon, Madras and 
Bengal gunners, and Sikhs. Those manned by the Boyal 
Artillery were brought into action by Lieutenant Oliyer ; 
but General Dupuis, noting the extreme youth of that 
olilcer, and considering that he had never before been in 
action, directed his aide-de-camp, Captain D. S. Greene, 
to take command of the battery. 

General Dupuis commanded during a part of the action, 
while General Windham went to inspect, personally, the 
condition of matters at the entrenchments, upon whidi 
tho army was subsequently obliged to retire. 

It will be evident that tho success of the enemy, although 
they fought well, especially^ith their artillery, was doe 
rather to their immense superiority in nxmibers of men 
and guns than to any other cause. 

During the night Colonel Adye, the assistant adjntant- 
gcncral of the Koyal Artillery, with Captains Austm and 
Bradford, of the Bengal Artillery, volunteered and brought 
from the centre of tho town a2V^uTidG;T,^h\chhad been 
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loft behind in the retreat;, in eonaequence of its haring 
been jammed ia one of t!ie narrow etreeta. 

On the foilowing day Colonel Adye again volunteered 
and took command of the same gun (manned by a few 
sailors and Madras gunners), and placed it in a position to 
protect tile canal, where it proved of good service during 
the daj. The fislitini; on the 38th was very serere ; on 
the left advance the Eiflea, supported by Captain Green's 
batterjj ajid part of the 82nd regiment, achieved a com- 
plete victory over the enemy, and captured two 18-pounder 
guns. 

The glory of this well- contested fiffht belonga entirely 
to the above-named companies and artillery. 

Sir Cohn CampbeU, having arrived at Cawnpore on the 
Gth December, attacked the rebels (who had received an 
addition of four regiments from Oode and the followers of 
Kana Sahib), and after a severe battle utterly routed them, 
and compelled them to dispertie. The Hoyal Artillery 
engaged in tbis battle were the batteries of Sir Colin 
Campbell's army nnder Colonel Crawford, and Iboae at 
Cawnpore under Major-General Dupuia, with the addition 
of Captain Smith's battery, newly arrived from England. 

During tliis battle, two batterien under Captain Longdea 
and Lieutenant Millman, both commanded by Captain 
Middleton, were detached with a force under Major- 
General Mansfield, for the purpose of taking a position 
called the Subadar's Tank. They succeeded in silencing 
the enemy's fire, when he was attacked by the infantry 
and compelled to retreat. 

Brigadier- General Grant, with a body of troops, in- 
cluding Millman's battery, and Eemmiagton's troop of 
BenBalHorseAxtiilery.underCaptain Middleton, marched 
on the 3th December to attack a position occupied by the 
enemy at Serai Gha,t, about twenty-five miles from 
Cawnpore. 

The enemy was discovered on the following- morning, 
when General Grant at once ordered up the battery. The 
road nnder the banks of the river was of Bucli a dangerous 
nature, from the quicksands, that tlie heavy S-pounders, 
drawn by tired horses, ran gteat risk of being altogether 
stopped i and it was only through the hard exertions of 
Captain Middleton, Lieutenant Millman, and the men of 
the battery, that the guns were got throngh. A portion 
of the battery having got over this difficulty, and on to 
the dry bank of the river, they soon got into -^oftv^.^^, 
and, under a very severe fire from ftuKieen ^\ece* ot Xae' 
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rebel artillery, Lieutenant Millman brought bis gont 
into play. Though the fire of grape from the enemy 
was faUing among the artillery like hail, the only casualty 
in the battery was one horse killed. This was truly 
marvellous and providential. 

The troop, with the remainder of the battery, now came 
up, and in half an hour's time the enemy was completely 
silenced and in full retreat, leaving fifteen guns, fifteea 
waggons, and 1000 rounds of ammunition in the hands cf 
the British. 

In the early part of 1858 the several divisions scattered 
about the country were employed in dispersing the rebels 
or forcing them upon Lucknow, with a view of subse- 
quently uniting their forces against that stronghold. 

Colonel D. Wood, C.B., with Major Anderson's troop of 
horse artillery and Lieut.-Colonel Gordon's field batteiyt 
was attached to the force in the Allahabad district, under 
Brigadier \Y. Campbell. Hearing that the rebels were 
assembling at Secundra, Brigadier Campbell nuirched on 
the 5th January with two regiments and Gordon's hatteiy, 
for the purpose of dispersing them. The guns, drawn 1^ 
bullocks, were with difficulty brought into action; and 
the quick retreat of the rebels on the approach of the 
infantrv left no opportunity for the service of the batteiy. 
They followed in pursuit, however, and fired with efiect 
into the village of Syrepore, where many of the rebels 
were takfen. 

The army now halted to refresh, when they were joined 
by the mounted gunners of Major Anderson's troop, who 
rendered great service as cavalry durinp; this day. 

An hour afterwards the enemy, 1200 strong, advanced 
to attack Campbell's rear. Gordon's guns were imme* 
diately brought into action, while Anderson's troop efieo- 
tually cut on the enemy's retreat on the left, killing about 
150, and driving the remainder on to the guns and infantry. 
This troop was now divided; a portion, under Colonel 
Wood, scouring the neighbouring villages to the left, and 
the remainder, under Major Anderson, was ordered to 

Eursue a.force under Naib Nazam, who was making the 
est of his way to Secundra. They did not overtake the 
body of this force, but killed about 100 of the enemy 
who were following in the rear — their own loss being only 
two horses killed and five wounded. 

Major Anderson's troop afterwards joined General 
Grant's division, and served at the capture of Mean- 
guuje on the 23rd February, axivviu^ V^e^oxc Lvicknow on 
the 'J7th. 
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Walpole'a division, indudinR Gibbon'i niiit Hmllli's 
batteries of Koynl Artillery, arrired thp nnmo Jay. 

The main body, nnder Sir Co!in Campbell, mifatlfd 
from Cawnpore on the 23rd Febniary, and nrrirnd Al lli» 
Alnmba:2!i on the 1st March. Htre tbcy worn j'riru'd ini 
the 3th by the Geld force under Dri|^dipr I'rsnK*, wlttwU 
I. ka.) marched 130 milee, during wliioh foirr atillowf bwl 
I fougbt at Chanda, AmeerBporo, KtcmfMlni, wrti 
tanpore. 

F- Colonel Maberly, with two compaaiai of Ihn Unj'iil 
■ Aztilleiy under CaptainB MidtHulon aad Tliri»K. •Mf">4 
with this force, making a total of two tronm ahiI eiifhi 
lanies of the Eoyai Artillery hoforo Lucaiiuw. 
e whole of the artillery at thin lictt" wn« titctfir lln'jfd' 
dier Sir Archdale Wilaou of the Indiun Arlillnry - tlm tUiiA 
batteries being commanded by CoIoiikI IJ. W'I'wI, (Mid 
the eiege train by Colonel G. U. Jiarktr, (A i.tui U/fful 
Artillery. 

IF Troop, 
Major Aiulewn. 
li Tnxjp, 
Caj/taij. V»l«, 
fMajor Manila .... 3rd O-j. tiJ* K ._„ 
f „ LeMMuricf , 3rd C^., IWJ. KoM. 
Captain Ghbb.^u .... .^ih C-/. J-.itJ- (Mi. 
Boyal J „ Middlet/m . . iJ*!. <;" 1:JU* IM*. 
Artillery] „ Loogdcn . . . &i(j K'l. U^i tiitU, 

' ThwM '^MiC^. tuit iMt. 

Smitb 70, Ih, IMi BM. 

GoodciKw<fc . «<!> Cv. llOt »«». 
Sir JameB Ootram wu w^tMriMrii frMi tlw AbMaUjfli, 
and having croMed to the kft l,*«k -rf U** <i»«o*«« *)« 
the fith March, he at oiux pmbed «» Ia titru Out &vC twu: 
of works abutting on tW n*«i .nd vo tfc* WWWMW «« 
the 9th attacked the vowliw, dfjtju/ Oil .-lii-uij l^« 
him at all point*, aitui he Wc ' / '»^ 

Fyzabad road, and plant bit W\ ■ <*"' 

worts on the canal. TU iiwvt, .^d 

the Goomtee emiM*l*>d of )> -■- N'>y(), 

Gibbon'a aad MtddktMr* Uia*-.w, ■ii" » --ft^ ^'"« 
nadcT Colond BidddL , ,^ 

While Ihk sttMk VM iMde by Outfatu idoo« Uf UM 
bank of tlie rim, a rery *»«"/ fi»* *"« 1^1* "l* *"* t. 
" JSmr^amtn.' both few (J** nwrt*r» titid Iw^vy V^- "■ 
waa atoriHd on ibe mviuBi; <rf tl« I'nAi. **^<' "*" 
(rere Ara^fa «p to j^lsj <w tiaake' U-<»U'V > '^'^ 
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stormed and carried at noon. By means of these boildinn, 
the artillery was enahled to pour a double fire oil ue 
Kaiserha^h; Outram attacking it on the right, and Sir 
Colin on the left. 

/ On the 11th a large block of the palaces, called the 
''Begum Xotee," was shelled and breached by the httt- 
teries, and at 4 p.m. was carried by the infantry. Other 
buildings, including the Secunderbagh, were taken oa 
the 12th ; and on the 14th the Emambara and the Kaiier> 
bagh were carried. Lieutenant Warren, with a detach- 
ment of the Eoyal Artillery, accompanied the infantiy 
into the Kaiserbagh, and turned two of the enemy's gani 
upon them with good effect. 

On the 10th Lieutenant Tracey, of the Boyal Artil- 
lery, was wounded ; and on the 13th Lieutenant Cuthbert 
particularly distinguished himself by putting out a fin 
m front of his battery, in a very exposed and dfuigercrai 
position. 

Some loose powder being observed lying about in the 
Kaiserbagh, after its capture on the 14th, Major Bany, 
with the assistance of some men of the Eoyal ArtiUeij, 
greatly exerted himself in trying to prevent accidente. 
Unfortunately, however, some of it caught fird, when an 
explosion took place, and Major Banj, Gunner James 
Tucker, and others (including Shoemg-smith George 
Lever, who died from the effects), were severely burnt. 

On the 16th a fire was kept up against the Itesidencr 
until the advance of the infantry, when the howitzers ana 
mortars were moved forward, and a heavy fire was main- 
tained during the night upon the city. 

The rebels were now put to flight, pursued on one 
side by Brigadier Grant, and on the other by Brigadier 
Campbell ; but it was not till the 21st March that Lucknov 
was completely in our possession. 

Severfu accidents occurred during the occupation of the 
city by the British; among those by which the Soyal 
.Vrtillcry suffered may be mentioned the case of Corpcval 
William Shaw, who accidentally shot himself yritn his 
(.•arbine on the 21st, and that of Shoeing-smith James 
Parrcll, who was killed by the falling of an archway on 
the 22nd. 

This great siege was now at an end, and the troops were 
dispersed. D'Aguilar's troop. Gibbon's, Maudes, and 
Goodcnough's batteries, remained in Lucknow ; Anderson's 
troop, Longden's and Middleton's batteries, were de- 
spatched to the Upper Provinces ; Lo Meaurier's to Cawn- 
'^f^re, Tbring'a to Benares, a\id Sm\V\i'a Vo 'SxiW.^^gGfia. 
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The last was engcged at EunLur on the Tth April, on 
which occasion the only gun. the enemy had was taken by 
Lieutenant F. A. Whinjatea, B.A. 

While the troops in Bengal were concentrating upon 
Iincknow, the ooliunnfl in Madras and Bombay, under 
MajorGeneral Whitloek and Sir Hngh Eose, were gra- 
du^y sweeping the country before them, and oompelling 
the mutinous bands to withdraw towards the line of the 
Jumna, where at Ca]pee and Gwalior they mustered 
strongly, 

The Itoyal Artillery, under Sir Hugh Ease, was cora- 
msnded by Captain Omnianney ; and that under General 
Whitloek by Captain Pulmer. The former served at the 
aeaauU and capture of Chundaree on the 17th March, and 
on the 21st arrired before the fortress of Jhansi — a place 
of great strength, both natural and artificial, and defended 
by a garrison of about 12.000 men, headed by a determined 
Amazon, the Eanee of Jhansi. Lieutenant K. Moresby, 
B.A., was the only officer killed at Chundaree. 

Jhansi was stormed and captured on the 3rd April, on 
which occasion Bombardier Joseph Brenoan greatly distin- 
guished himself in bringing up two guns of the Hyderabad 
contingent, manned by nativea, laying each under a heavy 
fire from the walls, and diiecting them so accurately as 
to compel the enemy to ahandoa his battery. He subse- 
quently receiTed the "Victoria Cross. 

The column under Major- General Whitloek gained a 
decisive victory at Banda on the 19lh April. This battle, 
which lasted four hours, was fought in midday, the ther- 
mometer rising to 130 degrees in the shade; and of the 
deaths which occurred on this day more than two-thirds 
were trom sunstroke. 

Captain Palmer laid a gun which dislodged the Bandn 
chiefs from their position, and, it was supposed, killed 
their principal leader, Maiitoob AJi. Captain Palmer's 
right band is partially disabled from its long exposure to 
the sun on that day. 

This force, now united with that under Sir Hugk Eose, 
moved towards Calpee, which they obtained possession of 
on the 33rd May. 

In the meantime Mai or- General Eoberta, with the 
artillery under Colonel Price, E.A., had assaulted and 
captured the town of £otah, and hunted the rebels in the 
West Provinces. 

During this campaign there were many separate cDVamj^*., 
wLicli afibrded officers greater oppoi;to.aA\e«. o^ ii\a'C-ccv.- 
/piisbiog thcmselrea than in ordinary cose*- %q ■^kessj'^* 
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were the military operations, that it is almost imposaibk 
to condense them into one connected whole. We wil 
therefore content ourselves by making mention of thosi 
operations conducted by officers of the Eoyal ArtUleiy. 

After the capture of Lucknow, Sir Archdale Wilson lef 
the army, when the whole of the artillery force wt 
placed under the command of Colonel (now Sir Dayid 
Wood, X.C.B. When the army was broken up, thi 
officer was appointed to command the station and fort o 
Allahabad, and carried on successful operations againB 
the rebels in that.part of the country. 

Colonel (afterwards Sir George Eobert) Barker, EI.C J 
commanded a column which defeated the rebels at Jaao 
and subsequently assaulted and took the fort of Birwi 
Sir George Barker died at Simla on the 27th July, 1861 
aged forty-three years. 

Colonel P. P. Faddy, B.A. conmianded, as brigadia 
the column detached f^om the Saugor field force, whid 
defeated the rebels at Xeutee in Bundelcund on the 4tl 
March, 1859. Captain N. S. X. Bayly commanded ; 
small force (including his company of Ecrral Artillerj 
temporarily commanded by Captain A. W. Johnson) isn 
from Xurrachee to reduce a fort on Beyt Island in April 
1858. The attack was unsuccessful. Captain Baylj wi 
dangerously wounded, and the casualties in the comptir 
of wi/illery were numerous and severe. 

It was taken in 1859 (cfn which occasion 100 men o 
the Boyal Artillery, under Lieutenant Wortham, w» 
engaged), the captors subsequently securing the neigb 
bounng fortress of Dwarka. 

The mutiny may be said to have ended with the captnv 
and execution of Tantia Topee, the rebel leader at Calpefl 
&c. ; but it was not till the summer of 1859 that the lu 
embers of the rebellion were extinguished. 

In 1859 the several companies of !Boyal Artillery ii 
India were formed into three brigades (the 11th, iMi 
and 14th) ; and in 1862 the artillery of thn East Indi 
army was incorporated into the Bioyal Artillery, tfa 
Bengal, Madras and Bombay regiments of horse artO 
lery becoming respectively the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and M 
horse brigades of Koyal Artillery, and the battalions o 
foot artillery forming from the IGth to the 25th brigtdfl 
of the Grand Corps. 

** We came into the world like brother and brother ; 
And uow let's go hand in hand, not one before another.*' 



CHAPTER V. 



War to cbeak nnjnBt aEgreasi 
Help the right, and crush tb 



TABS OF THE FRENCH 



1801. 

It bsB been the general policy of England to abstain from 
interfering in the civil commotionB of other countries ; bat 
the fierce and ignorSTit fanatics wlio, after the execution 
of Louia XVI., aaaiiined the government of J^rance, pro- 
claimed to the world their purpone of assisting all parties 
who in any foreign country would imitate their example. 

As a meaaure of self- protection, it became neceasary to 
prepare for war with revolutionary France, whoae armies 
wera marching with all possible liaate into Germany and 
Holland ; the latter country England being bound by 
treaty to assiet. 

The French Convention, with one voice, declared war 
ogainHt England, on Ist February, 1793 i when an army 
■under the Duke of York waa at once aent to Holland. 

The campaigns in Holland and the Netherlands during 
this and the following yeara did not bring much glory 
upon England ; but the individual prowess of her aoldiera 
waa still the same, and among those who distlnguiahed 
themselves were many officers and soldiers of the Eoyai 
Artillery. 

The command of the artillery of the Duke of York's 
army was bestowed upon Major (afterwards Sir "William) 
CongrevB ;* but the regiment did not move ere masse, 

* Sir William Cooerevfl entered the Kojal Artillery se lieutenant- 
fiwwockar in 1767. He was rEmarkaWe Jot ^ua wiiKa'C&'s ■a.^Ssisir 
menl^ and baring for hia conduct in. &ft iisasnjiKtt ■«w. «*««'»- 
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being divided among the infantry; — the guns, ] 
speaking, were under the officer commanding the z 
to which they were attached ; but the immediate 
of them was neld by a captain or subalteru of th 
Artillery. 

The guns attached to the Guards rendered greal 
during the attack at St. Amand, on the Sthi May 
were placed upon the road, and by a well-direc 
well-supported fire, kept the battery that was opp 
them in check, and did considerable execution^ c 
the Coldstreams to advance. General Dampiei 
French commander, lost his leg by a cannon-ball, a 
the next day. 

On the 25th May the siege of Yalenciennes beg 
first battery being opened By Captain G. Cookson 
officer also commanded the artillery in the trenchec 
the successful storming of the covered way and hoi 
under Sir Kalph Abercrombie, on the 25th Joli 
garrison surrendered on the 28th, and the Duke c 
at once hastened to the assistance of the Prince of 
at Menin. 

Having effected his deliverance, the Englisl 
marched towards Dunkirk, and a desultory sort of 
continued for the remainder of the campaign. 

the rank of major, he at once took upon himself to propo 
reforms in the professional instruction of both officers anc 
the regiment. Among other things, he drew the attentio 
Board of Ordnance to the necessity of causing hoth officers 
to be instructed and practised in the several systems of 
heavy ordnance, such as would be absolutely necessary in t 
and which had been hitherto entirely neglected. Though 
with much opposition from the subordinates in office, he 
tunate enough to receive the patronage of Lord Townshc 
then master-general, by whom he was introduced to tl 
Hence the establishment of the Royal Military Bepositt 
was originally in the Arsenal, but in 1804 the model-rc 
burnt down, and, the ground not being considered convei 
the drill of the men, a piece of ground was shortly afterwa 
chased on the side of the common from a Mr. Noble, who 
under Sir Thomas Wilson, the wealthy proprietor of i 
parish. Both the Prince of Wales and the Duke of To 
greatly attached to Major Congreve, and on the breaking oi: 
war the latter applied for him to command the artillery 
army. At the conclusion of the war he was created a ] 
retaining, however, his appointment as superintendent of tl 
Military Repository and comptroller of the Royal^Laboratoi 
died by his own hand, at Cbarltoii, ik.^t\\. ^0,1S14^ having 
the age of seventy- three yesRb. 
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action at Lincolles, on tlie IStli August, wliere twelve 

E'eoes of the enemy's artillery were eaptiired, Lieutenant 
epeyster* and one gunner were killed,, and at Lannoj 
(October 28th) Lientenant Tliortoc+ lost hia arm. 

"While these events were pasaing, a fierce conflict was 
raging at Toulon, that city being held by the British in 
the name of the royal family of France. Lord Mulgrave 
arrived in that garrison with troops from Italy, and wna 
ahortly afterwards followed by Generai O'Hara and some 
reinforcements from Gibraltar, including a company of 
artillery under Major Eoehler. The forts were bravely 
defended, and the guos were ablymanned j hut there waa a, 
sad deficiency in artillerymen, and seamen from the fleet 
were landed to assist them. Koehler was seconded by some 
able officera — Brady, Lemoine, J John Duncan, Newhouse, J 
and Alexander Duncan ;§ but an abler one appeared in tlie 
French artillery in the person of Napoleon Buonaparte : 
it was owing to a suggestion of his that the !Enghsh were 
at last compelled to quit Toulon. A severe bombardment 
was Hustaiucd by the garrison ftom the 15th to the 30th 
Movember, during which time the loaa in artillerymen was 
very great. At Fort Mulgrave Lieutenant John Duncan|l 
was so esGcutiaUy useful, tliat to his exertions and abilities 
that fort was much indebted for its preservation for so 
long a time. He waa ubly assisted not only by his own 
men, but also by all whose duty led them to this important 
.defence. 

Private Samuel Myers, of the Military Artificers, was 
particularly conspicuous in his esertions. At one of the 
guns all tlie artillerymen were either killed or disabled, 
and the gun was consequently silent, though in a position 
to do much service. Observing this, Myers repaired with 
some volunteers to the battery and manned the eun. For 
a considerable time he laid and fired it himself, with a 
precision and effect that cheeked the fierceness of the 
enemy's cannonade, and attracted the notice of the 
general. 

On the 30th Novorabor the garri»on made a sortie and 
spiked a great number of the enemy's guns. They were 

■ This yuung officer received Lie oommiaaon iu the Kojal Artil- 
lery for his volimtarj aetvioea with the corps dnriiig the war in 
Ameri<^a. 

+ Afterwarda Lieat. -General Sir Charles Wade Thortoa, lude- 
de-«nip to William IV., Kent. -governor of HuD, ic. ; 
London, April 6, 1861, aged ninety. 

t See chapter vi. | Sue ii\ia'>&tei 'w 

// Died in London, Maicli IS, "i^ift^. 



98 England's artillerymen. 

intercepted by Buonaparte, however, on their retnxiiti 
their batteries ; which they did not regain without gret 
Ibfls, particularly that of their commander, General O'Hm 
who was wounded and taken prisoner. Buonaparte wi 
himself wounded, as was also the senior lieutenant of thi 
Brit sh artillery, Charles J^ Brady. The latter died of In 
wounds on the following day. 

By the middle of December the evacuation of Touloi 
was decided on. On the 18th the sick and wounded aac 
the field artillery were sent off, and on the following dag 
the troops began to withdraw. The security of the evacuft 
tion was effected by Major Soehler and the artillery, whc 
kept up a heavy fire from !Fort Mulgrave on the peninsulii 
and after seeing the last man off the shore, spiked all the 
guns, and effected their own retreat without loss. 

The fleet, with the troops, now set sail for CorBiei. 
Major Koehler was sent on with Lieut.-Colonel Moore tf 
a sp^ to obfain all necessary information as to the state ol 
the island. The artillery was commanded by lientenint 
John Duncan, of whom &eneral Dundas said, '* More zeiL 
ability, and more judgment were never shown by any 
officer than were displaved by him." The troops wen 
landed at San Fiorenzo, In Corsica, in February ; and a 
April a force under Captain Nelson, of the navy, laid 
siege to and captured JBastia, one of the strongholds IB 
possession of the French. In June the remaining fortrea^ 
Calvi, was invested by Nelson's force, and after a siese of 
two months — during which our men suffered greatly froa 
a pestilential fever, and died by hundreds — the French sat' 
rendered, and the British became complete masters d 
the island. The Boyal Artillery took part with Nelson'i 
Agamemnons in these sieges ; but as there was only the 
remains of one company on the island, their services wen 
necessarily second to those of the brave seamen. Koehler 
was promoted to lieut.-colonel, and appointed quarter 
master-general to the forces in Corsica : the command d 
the artillery was then assumed by Major William Colliflr» 
who died on the island in July, 1796. 

Hostilities were resumed in Flanders as soon as the 
severity of the winter had subsided. On the 17th Aprfl 
a general and successful assault was made on the enemv'f 
positions at Yaux and other places, on which occasion 

?rcat service was rendered by Captain Boag and Lieutenant 
age, and the detachment of artillery under their com- 
mand. They were thanked in general orders by the Duks 
€)/* York for the able and e\>\T\tcd isiTvivTiet in which they 
inducted the buttery entrusted to tWvt c^-^c. 
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^^R>n the 26tli tlie British completely defeated the French, 
VVno had ta^en up their positioa in the Tillage of Trois- 
P ' Tilles, from which they were dislodged by a well-directed 
^ fire of 86-poiinder8 under the eommand of Lieut.- Colonel 
i Congreve. Thirtj-fiTe pieces of camion were the fruits 
g of this Tiotorr, with 3i)0 prisonerB, including General 
' Chapny, the French commander. 

o On the 16th May the whole allied force made a forward 
1 1 movement. They drove the French before them for two 
r' days; but on the 18th they made a determined stand, 
g surrounded the British with on overwhelming force, and 
obliged the Dnko of york to resort to the daring altema- 
f tire of retreating through the enemy's hne, which he ac- 
complished, but with great loss. The French linsaare 
charged the battery under Major Wright, captured the 
guns, and cut down most of the artillerymen. Major 
Wrieht liimself was killed, and Lieutenants Downman* 
and Bogert" were woonded and taken prisoners. 

The sufl'erings experienced by our army in Holland 
during the winter of 1794-5 may be compared to the re- 
treat of the French army from Moecow. Without shelter, 
without sufficient food or clothing, and constantly punned 
and attacked by the French, during a severe Dutch winter, 
they were atill brave, patient, and enduring. They re- 
peatedly tamed during tlictr retreat and drove the enemy 
back with great slanghter. Bat on the Ilth January 
Pichegru attacked tbetn in a deRle betwist Amheim and 
Nimeguen, with a force of 70,000 men. They fought 
their way through, however, and succeeded in reaching 
the Elbe, where they embarked for England. 

They suffered greatly in the lust engngement, and 
among the wounded were Lieutenants Legg and Walker.^ 
The latter received three wounds — one in the right ana 
above the elbow, another below the elbow, and the other 
in the right liip. 

During this and tho following years the Eoyal Artillery 
were employed in the gnn and mortar boats which were 
attached to the fleets sent to annoy the French. 
In 1801 a detachment under Captain Fyers§ served at 

■■ Sea ihnpter viii. + Died at lUmsgata, September 3, 1851. 

i The late Lleutcnstit-Geaiirul Walker, colonel-coiniitsDduit of 
the Oth battuliun, di«d Felirnntj 3, ISST. Hia bod, the present 
pomniamier of the forces in Scotland, served with diatmctinD in the 
Crimea, and wua severel; wounded at the battle of InkenBaa. 

g Cnplain Peter Fjera was the Bon ai ttie <XvA en©wi!i 'm- 
Scotland, sad ii'ns liDnt in Edinburgh Castle m VT ft** . "ae iw^"^**- 
A/.™mm;™-m, :„ '723, andwaBtnE»ge4ma^>\\au4■va'Coa'^u\to■*- 
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Copenhagen and Boulogne. At Copenhagen Fyen was 
appointed acting engineer to the force by Sir Hyde 
Parker, and at Boulogne he was slightly wounded. The 
following is an extract from Nelson's despatch relating to 
the attack on Boulogne : — " The oflBcers of artillery threw 
the shells with great skill, and I am sorry to say that 
Captain Fyers is slightly wounded in the thigh by the 
bursting of an enemy's shell. The whole of the afifair is 
of no farther consequence than to show the enemy they 
cannot with impunity come outside their forts." 

As soon as the news of the war reached Barbadoes pre- 
parations were made for offensive operations ; and as the 
island of Tobago had been taken from the British in the 
late war, it was thought now to be a first object to retake 
it. Accordingly, on the 12th April, 1792, a small force, 
accompanied by artillery, embarked on board the 3ViuUf, 
and on the 15th, after a short action, took possession of 
the island. This was the first of the numerous straggles 
that took place in the West Indies consequent on the 
declaration of war by the French Convention. 

Early in the year 1794 a force under General Sir Charles 
Grey was despatched against the French islands of Mar- 
tinique, St. Lucia, and Guadaloupe. The troops landed 
at Le Cul de Sac Marin, in Martinique, on the 5th March, 
drove the French back on every point, and established 
batteries on Mount Mathurin ; here two howitzers, served 
by a party of seamen under Captain Duvemet* of the 
Boyal Artillery, demolished the works of the enemy on 
the Pigeon Isle ; when two French companies, after re- 
ceiving a heavy fire of shot and shell, surrendered. By 
this success Fort Koyal was opened to our fleet. 

Prince Edward, the father of her present Majesty, held 
a command in this army. The brigade of guns attached 
to his division was commanded by Lieutenant Brooke 
Young — a gallant officer who, at the storming of the Flenr 
D'Epee, Guadaloupe, took with his own sword an ensign, 
which ho presented to H.11.H. This officer enlisted w 
a volunteer into the lioyal Artillery in A pril, 1776, and 

ing year. After the aboye-mentioned services he again served ii 
Holland in 1814, where he greatly distinguished himself. In tlM 
action at Merxem, a gun laid by him silenced a battery of sevenl 
guns of the enemy, which threatened the flank of the 78th, tbet 
advancing to drive the French out of the village. For this serrkt 
he wa.s thanked in general orders and decorated with the CLB. 
He died lijnjor-general, at Charlton, on May 17, 1846, aged teven^ 
seven, 

* Died at Kingmcr, iix^uB&ex, 0<^\aV«c "I^, \^^^. 
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serred at Saratoga, where he was wounded and taken pri- 
BOner. In 1779 lie was exchaosed, and returned to Ene- 
land ; and on the 17tli March, 1780, he was presented wJOi 



At the siege andsarrenderof Fort Bourbon, Martinique. 
April 23rd, Lieutenant E. W. Pritchard waa wounded by 
the hurstiug of a shell, but he recovered in time to take- 

Eart in the unauccesBful defence of Basse Terre,^Guada- 
lope, in the following June. 

The forts and French, capital of St. Domingo Bur- 
rendered to the Britisli during this summer. 

The French had, however, by the end of this year, suc- 
ceeded in arousing the black population of nearly the 
whole of the West India Inlands to a general revolt against 
the British, The yellow fever broke out also in most of 
the islands, and carried off great numbers of the Eugliah 
troops. 

In the island of Grenada the insurrection commenced 
on the 2nd March, 1795, and so unexpectedly that the 
governor was made prisoner, and, with more than forty of 
the English inhabitants, cruelly- murdered. The Eoyal 
ArtiOery in this island had Buffered dreadfully from the 
pestilential climate during the last two years i'f and at the 
time of the insurrection were but few in number, and were 
under the command of Captain Joseph Walker of the 
Eoyal Irish Artillery. The rebels were complete masters 
of the island until about the end of June, when they vera 
routed with considerable slaughter. 

On the lOth March the Cariba in St. Vincent, at the 
instigation of the French, who supplied them with arms, 
ammunition, &o., broke out in open revolt, and on the 
13th obtained possession of Dorsetshire Hill, one of the 
posts in the island. There were at this time but twenty- 
seven artillerymen in the ialuid, commanded by Captain 
Lawrence Kewton.J These, however, occupied a post on 
Sion Hill, annoyed the enemy considerably, and kept 
them greatly in awe. A small detachment of three or 
four, under Sergeant Eobcrt Taylor,S waa employed with 
the inland field force, which routed allthe detached parties 
of the rebels: they were engaged eleven times, and took 
• See chapter vL 
f Ko fewer than five artlUeiy otScera died at this station : 
Captuns S<»itt and D'Arcj', LieutGnHutB Swinnej, Watkins, and 
Ttuailsan. 

J Died at Woolwich, April S, 1806. 
§ 'Wao appointed second lientenant in t\ie l\i'iBlA4.^».^'\ii!tv'jii-''a^ 
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part in the assault and capture of Duvalle's stronghold, 
on the 26th April. 

Captain Newton, with four 6-pounders and two small 
mortars, manned by artillerymen and sailors, marched with 
the division under Lieut.-Colonel Leighton, which captured 
the port of Vigie, in June. Three months afterwards the 
!French landed in the island, and Colonel Leighton's small 
force was obliged to retire to Kingstown — ^the capital. 

A reinforcement was at once sent over from Martinique, 
including a company of artillery under Major Dayemette ; 
and after a sharp contest at the Yigie on the 1st October, 
the enemy abandoned the post; when the Caribs, deserted 
by their French allies, were compelled to surrender. 

During this year the yellow-fever spread its fearful 
ravages Sirough the whole of the islands, and carried off 
no fewer than six officers of the Boyal Artillery and a pro- 
portionate number of non-commissioned officers and men. 
Captain Suckling, Lieutenants Mackenzie, Concannop, 
Le Geyt, Pritchard, and Stackpoole were the officers in 
1795. 

The latter caught the fever under most painful circnm- 
Btances. He was stationed at Guadalou]>e, where the 
artillery waji particularly affected ; and seeing his friend 
Lieutenant Bmgham* in a high state of delinum, crying 
out to be rescued from the flames into which he imagmed 

* The late Colonel Charles Cox Bingham, father of Captain 
(George Bingham, and Colonel Charles Bingham, the late adjatant- 
genenJ of artillery, died at Woolwich, June 4, 1835, aged siztj- 
two. The Binghams are descendants of an ancient fiBkmily of Md- 
oomb, in Dorsetshire ; their pedigree, traced from John de Bing- 
ham, knight (reign of Henry I.), is to be foand at page 203 of 
Hatchins*s '* History of Dorsetshire.*' The most notable among 
their ancestry are Robert de Bingham, Bishop of Salisbary, and 
Sir Richard Bingham, Marshal of Ireland, the conqueror of Brian 
(yRourke and MacGhiire (1590). He died at DabUn in 1598, and 
his remains were brought over and interred in Westminster Abb^, 
where a monument is erected to his memory. It is in the aonth 
aisle, near the well-known tomb of Sir Cloudesley Shovel. The 
father of Colonel C. C. Bingham was colonel of the Dorsetahire 
Militia, and the late Lieutenant-Gkneral Richard Bingham and 
Sir (ilcorge Rideout Bingham (who commanded the 2nd battalion 
of the 53rd regiment during the Peninsular campaigns) were bis 
brothers. Captain George Bingham, R.A., died at Ceylon, 
November 10, 1850, and Colonel Charles Bingham at Brighton, 
April C, 1864. The latter, in his capacity as adjutant-general of 
artillery, was universally known and equally respected, from the 
oomm/^Jer-in-chief, to whom he wa» o^ mo&t devoted serraati to 
tbo private soldier, of whom he waa 8^ Bvawt^ imiA. 
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titoBclf to be cast, caught him in liis arma, regardlesB of 
hU persODal danger from contagion, and cHrried him with 
all possible speed to a pond, and pitched him in, but as 
quickly snatcliing him up agaia and taking him back to 

Tiie medical oiBcer having come to see Bingham, now 
ordered bim to be well rubbed from head to foot and 
covered with blankets. A profuse perspiration was the 
result, and Bingham's life was saved. Staukpoale'a exer- 
tiona, however, were fatal to himself, for he caught the 
infection and fell a victim to bis friendship. 

In 1796 the fever raged with unabated fury, and no fewer 
than foiirtecn otficers of the Boyal Artillery Buccumbed to 
its effects, sis of whom died in St. Domingo.* 

Sir Enlph Aborcrombie's army, the artillery of which 
was commanded by Major J. Smith, was now scouring the 
whole of the West Indies ; and at the end of the campaign 
^e held the islands Martinique, St. Domingo, Trinidad, 
St. Lucia, Guadaloupe, Tobago, and Cura^oa, all of them 
liavic^ been taken from the French ; at the same time 
retaining our own islands — Jamaica, Barbadoea, St. Vin- 
cent, St. Kits, Grenada, Antigua, Dominica, ifec. &o. 

la 1801, being then at war with Holland, we took the 
Dntch islands of St. Eustatia, Martin, and Saba. A small 
force under Colonel Slant, including two f;ims and a de- 
tachment of the Koyal Artillery under Lieutenant James 
Brown, embarked at St. Sits, and effected a lauding at 
St. Eastatia on the 21st April, when immediate pOBsessiou 

In 1798 a force under Sir Eyre Cooto was sent to 
Ostend to destroy the ships and sluices of Bruges Canal, 
the object being to prevent the embarkation of the French 
army which threatened to invade England at that port. 

Two companies of the Eoyal Artillery, under Captains 

* OSocra of tiie Roj.il Artillery w!io died in the West Indies in 
17BG : — MiLJor S, D. Edwards (on passage home), August 22 ; 
JfB.jor F. L. Demvijaea (of wouiida), June 12; Captain. Joim 
Arbathnat, Odflber 27 ; G&ptain-LieateQant Mark Fattiaoa (SI. 
lincia), Oclobar 2* ; LientoDant 9.ininel Baker (St. Luda), October ; 
LieoteDBob William Robinion (Martinique) Septemlier 2 ; Liau- 
tenant M. K. Ommiinney (St. Kits), Novombar 17 ; Captain 
Jolm Itogers (St. Duniingo), June 30 ; Captain -Lieut. Henry Ueru- 
TijneB (St. Domingo), Juno 7 ; Lieut. Caddy William (St. Domingo), 
Jnna 17 ; Ueat. 9. S. Carterell (St. Domingo), Juno 3S ; Lieut. 
FraoaiB Wortb (St. DomiDKo), May 1) ; Lieut. Leonard Arthur 
iSt. Domingo), July 16; Lieut. 'WiULam Daveis iS.\.. "OQTOm^, 
Aoguat Si. 
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W. H. Walker and W. Wilson, embarked on this expedi- 
tion, and were distributed on board the fleet as follows : — 

Captain William Hood Walker as commanding o£Bcer, 
and Lieutenant C. C. Clifton as aide-de-camp to Sir Eyre 
Coote, with the head-quarters on board the JExpedition. 

Captain Wilson, JJieutenant James Simpson — one 
6-pounder, one 5^-inch howitzer, and detachment on board 
the Circe. 

Captain Charles Godfrey — one 8-inch howitzer and de- 
tachment; Vestal, 

Lieutenant William Holcroft — one 6-poander and de- 
tachment ; Druid, 

Lieutenant Philip Hughes, Bombardier Graham — one 
6-pounder, one 8-inch howitzer, and detachment ; Ariadne, 

Lieutenant Courtney Ilbert and detachment ; Hehe, 

Bombardiers Levens and Piatt — one 6-pounder and 
ammunition; Harpy, 

Bombardier Cassie — one fusee ; Minerva, 

On the evening of the 18th May the fleet approached 
the Flemish shore, and before daybreak on the lollowing 
morning the troops landed on the sand-hills, three miles 
east of Ostend. 

The gates and sluices were destroyed by the enemy, and 
a speedy retreat to the ships was inevitable ; but an OYer- 
whelming force from Ghent, Bruges, Dunkirk, and other 
places prevented this, and the British accordingly took up 
a position on the defensive. 

They passed the night on the sands, exposed to a heavy 
rain, ana at daybreak on the following morning they saw 
the enemy advancing towards them. A severe action of 
two hours' duration ensued, during which the artillery 
behaved well, particularly the detachment under the com- 
mand of Captain Wilson.* Captain Walker was severely 
wounded, and died at Ostend three days afterwards. 

The force was soon overpowered, and the survivors sur- 
rendered themselves prisoners of war. The artillery were 
confined in the garrison of Lisle ; all the officers, however, 
were allowed home on parole, except Captain Godfrey, 
Lieutenants Clifton and Ilbert, who stayed to see justice 
done to the men and to take charge of them. 

To favour the operations of the Bussians and Aastrians, 
who were allied against the common enemy — France— a 
British army, under Sir Hdph Abercrombie, was sent to 
Holland : it landed at the Helder, and being joined by a 

* AfterwardB General Sir WUt&Uire Wilson : died at Chelten- 
ham, 1842. 
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Russian force, the command was taken by the Duke of 
York. 

In addition to the companioa of Royal Artillery under 
Lieut. -Colonela Whitwortb* and Smith.t a troop of Sorso 
ArtillDry under Major Tliomns Judgaou^ accompanied 
this expedition ; this being the first time any portion of 
tliat branch of the regiment was sent on service. The 
utility of a corps of horse artillery, and tlie advantafies to 
be derived from it having been proved by oil the Conti- 
nental powers, a brigade of four troops was formed in 
1793, which was attached to, and indeed formed part of, 
the Eoyat Eegiraent of Artillery. 

JudgGon's troop is memorable rather for its misfortunes 
than for its services on this expedition. At the action of 
Egmont-op-Zee, on the iJnd October, it was charged by 
the 10th t"reiich dragoons, who behaved with astounding 
brarery. Our guns fired, thinning their ranks ; but, un- 
daunted, they dashed on, cutting down our gunuers, and 
carrying off in triumph two of the guns. But this suecesB 
waa short-hved ; for some squadrons of the 7th and 11th 
Light Dragoons, with Lord Paget at their head, suddenly 
issuing oat from a recess between two Band-hills, charged 
them at full gallop. The French cavalry, wholly incapable 
of anstaining the shock, were either cut to pieces or rushed 
into the sea to avoid the British sabrea, A small propor- 
tion, favoured by the approaching darkness, effected their 
escape ; leaving, however, not only the captured guns, 
but othera belonging to their own horse artillery. 

The allied troops having engaged the i'rench at the 
Zyp,§Bergen,|| &e., without any satisfactory results, a con- 
Tention was entered into in October, by winch the British 
left the country and restored 8000 French and Dutch 
prisoners then in England. 

Towards tlie end of the year 1708 a military mission 
waa sent from England to co-operate with the Turks 
against the Frenchj who had by that time gained a strong 
footing in Egypt. The command of this mission was 
entrusted to Lieut. -Colon el Eoehler, of the RiOyal Artil- 
lery — an officer of great experience in the different 

' Sir FranoiB Whitworth, aacond son o£ Sir Charles Whitwortli, 
and brothtr Ig Lard Whitworth. Died in Loudoti, Jauuar; 26, 
1803. 

t Aftenmrds Sir John Smitli (see chap. iii.). 
1: B«tired 1S05 ; died Juoe 25, 13U. 
§ Lieut. JnmBs Simpsau, K.A., -wonnded. Died oa passage 
home in October. 

II Lieut. Eligie, E.A., wounded mi te^n. -^^auMK. 
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branches of military science, and who had been at Con- 
stantinople on a former occasion, and made himself ac- 
quainted with the languag^e and manners of the Turks. 

The local rank of origadier-general was bestowed on 
Colonel KOehler ; and Majors Hope and Fead, Captain 
Martin Leake, Dr. Wittman, and thirty non-commissioned 
officers and men of the Eoyal Artillery, in addition to 
Lieut.-Colonel Holloway and other officers of the Engineers, 
with a number of the !Royal Military Artificers, were ap- 
pointed to act under him. 

General Koehler, Major Hope, and Major Fead, in 
company with Lieut.-Colonel Holloway and others of the 
mission,*^ left England in December to proceed overland to 
-Constantinople. 

Their journey at this inclement season of the year was 
attended by uncommon severities. Tn passing over to the 
Continent they were shipwrecked at the entrance to the 
Elbe, among shoals of ice, and, to relieve themselves from 
their perilous situation, were under the necessity of pass- 
ing over the ice a distance of two miles to gain the shore. 
They then prosecuted their journey, arriving at Constan- 
tinople in March. 

Captain Leake, Dr. Wittman, and the main body sailed 
in ^the New Adventure transport, in April 1799, and ar- 
rived at Constantinople on the 14th June, where they were 
heartily welcomed by those who had preceded them. 

The principal object of the mission was to give assistance 
to the Turks, and to show them the latest improvements 
in engineering and artillery. Major Fead was ordered to 
the garrison of St. Jean d'Acre, to which place he pro- 
ceeded in a Turkish ship of war. Arriving at Cyprus, he 
was attacked with a malignant fever, and was taken on 
board Sir Sidney Smith's vessel, Le Tigre, and died in 
that ship on the ISth September. 

On the morning of the 19th January, 1800, General 
Xoehler, Captain LeaJce, and others of the mission, all of 
them equipped as Tartars, left Constantinople, and pro- 
ceeded by land i» Syria. They returned on the 6th of 
April, and on the 15th June the entire mission embarked 
for the seat of war in Syria. While on their passage they 
landed and surveyed the islands of Fatmos and Cypnis» 
and arrived at Jaffa, the head-quarters of the Turldah 
army, on the 2nd July. The Grand Vizier being desirouf 
of strengthening the port of Jaffa, General Koehler de- 
Jivered plans for this purpose, and Colonel Holloway and 
the engineers at once proceeded to carry them into ezeca* 

TO. 
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TiiB Bituation of the Britisli while in the Turkish camp 
waa one of extreme peculiarity ; tbey were bo jealously 
watrJied by the Ottoman soldiers that their tivcs at times 
were in danger, and it was not cooaidered safe for any of 
them to be alone, ffotniths landing, the British artillery 
had prayers every Sunday in tho midst of the Turkish 
oatnp, and during the whole time they were attached to 
that army, were never molested or interrupted. 

Staying in the midst of a filthy camp, threatened with 
every kind of disorder, and in a state of complete inaction, 
did not suit the British artillery officers, who, finding there 
was nothing for them to do at Jaffa, paid a visit to Jeru- 
salem and other places sacred to Christians. 

Genera! and Mrs. Kochler, Major Hope, Captain Leake, 
Dr. Wittman, and three civilians composed the party. 

In December a putrid fever broke out among tho mem- 
bers of the mission. 

The first attacked was one of the military artiHcers ; he 
died on tho 10th December. On the 13th Gunner Cow- 
den of the artillery waa seized, and died on the 18th. 
Mrs. £oehler, the wife of the general, was attacked on 
the 7th, and lingered on in great agony till the 14th, when 
she also died. So strong was the general's affection for 
his wife that it was with difficulty he could be separated 
from her corpse. He was seized in nearly the same 
manner on the morning of tho 2l!th, when he quitted the 
encampment and went to Jaffa. The mahgnance of the 
fever, added to the melancholy into which he had been 
plunged by hia recent ioas, very speedily terminated his 
earthly career. He died on the evening of the 29th, and 
waa buried on the following afternoon with military 
honours. 

On the 16th the site of the encampment was changed, 
the British selecting an eminence covered with a white 
clear sand, and commanding a fine view of the sea. The 
hospital hut, with Gunner Cowden lying in it ill of the 
plague, was left at the old encampment. A party of 
Arabs, fearless of the disease, made an attempt to rob it, 
and were only prevented by the guard firing at them. 

On the aSth February, 1301, to the great relief of the 
British, the camp at J^a was broken up, and the army 
began its march towards Egypt. On the IDth March the 
army, then at Gaza, was divided. Captain Leake* and a 

* Captain, afterwards Colonel WiUiain Martin Leake, waa torn 
in London un tlie 14Ui January, 1777. Ue obtained liis cuumiatian 
in the Koyal Arlilloty in 1794, and cQmmencei Vi» -^sSBKeiBiosSi. 
career in the West Indies. Hia nest BersicemiRftia'i.iiiioiftTeBisAjA- 
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number of the artillery being attached to the adyance 
corps. Authority was given to Captain Leake to summon 
the garrison of Tineh and Salabieh, then in the possession 
of the French. He had no occasion to use his authority, 
however, for on their approach the French made a pre- 
cipitate retreat towards Cairo. 
To enable the army to cross the desert with greater 

After the surrender of Alexandria and the withdrawal of the French, 
Captain Leake received the directions of Lord Hutchinson to accom- 
pany the late Mr. William Richard Hamilton (then private secretary 
to Lord Elgin) into Upper Egypt, for the purpose of making a 
genera] surrey of that country, as well in regard to its military and 
geographical as to its political and commercial state. The results 
of these labours were a map of the course of the Nile, from the 
Cataracts to the sea, a determination of most of the ancient sites, a 
description of all the monuments of antiquity contained in that 
space, together with a large collection of observations on the agri- 
cultural and commercial state of the country: an account of this 
journey was published by Mr. Hamilton in 1809. In 1802 Captain 
Leake revisited Syria, and continued there the researches on which 
he had been employed in Egypt ; and on his return home, having 
embarked on board the vessel in which Mr. Hamilton was conveying 
the Elgin Marbles to England, he was wrecked off the island of 
Cerigo, and narrowly escaped with his life. The acquaintance with 
Oriental politics and habits which he had acquired during this 
service was doubtless the cause of his subsequent selection for an 
important mission to the European provinces of Turkey. He re- 
ceived orders from his majesty's Government to undertake a survey 
of the coasts and interior of that country, to examine its fortresses 
and means of defence, to point out their deficiencies to the native 
governors and chiefs, and advise for their improvement; and on 
that service he repaired in the year 1804. From 1804 to the winter 
of 1 806 he travelled considerably, in pursuance of his instructions, 
in Northern Grecc^ and the Morea, and while he performed the 
important duties of his mission in a manner that gave entire satis- 
faction to the home authorities, his peculiar tastes and talents for 
research received full development in a country where every day*t 
journey produced an historical or topographical problem, which it 
taxed his erudition and critical acumen to solve ; and where his 
thorough knowledge of ancient Greek enabled him to decipher 
obscure inscriptions, which led to the identification of many a 
ruined site. The occurrence of hostilities, at the end of 1806, be- 
tween England and the Forte prevented him from prosecuting hit 
travels. He was detained as a prisoner at Salonica, whence, how- 
ever, he escaped ; and finding his way to Malta, he proceeded to 
England for the restoration of his health. Subsequently he was 
a^'ain employed by his majesty's Government in Greece till 1809 ; and 
H was on the observations made with bo much keenness and pene- 
renuace during these years, from 1&04 lo \%Q^, wAaiA^\s^ vobift* 
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facility, all the spare tents, lieavy baggage, &e,, with. 
Gimner Foster of the Boyai Artiilery and the whole of 
the c"ml artificers, were embarked on board ship at El 
Arish. Leaving the TnrkiEh army and the British de- 
tachmeat on their inarch to Egypt, we must now tnm onr 
attention to the British a.rmy under Sir Salph Aber- 
crombie, which by this time had made a footing in the same 

qnent reflection and stady, that vera firnied ibo^e Talanble and 
siandard topographical works that appeared so manj jeara later, 
which, bj their well-weighed argnmenta and nccnrate otserrationa, 
have jnaCtj canaed their aiitbor to be termed a " model gfiyrapher" 
anfl trom this period alau amy be ilated that partiality for Che 
modera Greek |>eaplB, that indulgeocs Tor tfaelr weakness, and lliat 
hope for their future, which afterwards inapired many of his lener 
writiags and culoured his cooyersatJon. Id ISli LieaL-Colanel 
Leake was, as an Eagliah officer, appointed to attend upon (he aimj 
of the Swiss Confedeiatioa, under the comiaand of the Archduke 
John, and was for months at Berne, in that capacity, at the coneln- 
son of the great European war. On his retnm to England hia 
literary laboaia canusenced, and were contlaued with Uttle inter- 
miBsion, aad bnt little farther intetmption from hia more pnrel; 
proferaional daties (for he retired from OiB army in the year 1823), 
until the daj of his dealh. In the year 1811 were pnhllshed hk 
"Kcaeorches in GreMe," in 1321 liia first edition of the "Topo- 
graphy of Athens," and in 1822 hia editioa of " Bnrckhardt's 
Trarela in Nubia, Syria, and Arabia." In 1S24 he narrated the 
observadona he tunde in Asia Minor twenty-four yean previonily. 
In 1S26 iasued the " Ilistorieal tintUne of the Greek HeTulution," 
and in 1829 the "Demi of Attiea." In 1830 he published one of 
hie greatest and moat learned works, accompanied by a valuable 
map, hia "Trarels in the Mores," which in 163S were succeeded 
by his "Tiavda in NorlhBraGreece,"a work of equal research and 
more eitenaiie proportions, with an accnrste map on a considerable 
scale alao ; and in 1311 appeared the second edition of the "Topo- 
graphy of Athens." The latter years of hia life were occnpied in 
liie prodnetiun of the " Nnmiamata Bellenica," a most conaidetabie 
luul important work, eontoining an exact and faithful descriptian 
of erery coin in hia entensiTe colteetiou, enriched by critical and 
historic notes. Tbia was published in 18S4 ; and in 1S56, bnt a 
few weaka before his death, a supplemeat on the same plan aa the 
original work, issued from the press, forming with that a mine of 
information for the collector, the ontiqaary, and the historical 
■tndent, who in tarn might find, as Colonel Leake himself had 
foTind, that the design on a coin conld throw strong light upon 
many a question of aiicient history or topography otherwise obacore 
or disputed. He died at Brighton on the 6th January, ISGO, after 
a abort and sadden illneaa j his intetlei;t never weakeaaL tiSsi 
energies scarcely relaxed, notwithKtnniJjig l\>e <s»l^ ■ 
thrw/efUB. 
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country, and was waiting the co-operation of the Grand 
Vizier. 

The artillery of this army was commanded by Brigadier- 
Generid Bobert Lawson* — Colonel Thompson and Major 
Cookson commanding the divisions. The troops landed in 
the bay of Aboukir on the 8th March, when all the field 
pieces were landed after a plan of Major Cookson's, neyer 
before adopted ; by this means they were ready for service^ 
and consequentiy brought into action, as soon as, if not 
before, the infantry. 

Haying landed in spite of the attack of the French, the 
British proceeded to besiege the castle of Aboukir. The 
heavy artillery being placea in position, the bombardment 
commenced under the direction of Major Cookson, and on 
the 19th March the castle surrendered. 

At the battle of Alexandria, on the 13th March, the Soyal 
Artillery had thirty -two light pieces and two 24-poander8 
in the field; but they were compelled, from want of 
draught, to remain almost stationary during the whole of 
the battle. Had any of our guns been well horsed, it is 
probable the fate of Alexandria would have been decided 
on that day. The only horses the artillery had were the 
refuse of the cavalry, whose best were only a set of hacks 
from Constantinople. 

Lieutenants H. Sturgeon,t J- S. Burslem,^ and D. 
Campbell§ were wounded during this action. 

Preparations were now made to reduce the forts of 
Bosetta, St. Julian, El Hamet, &c. 

On the 18th April a mortar battery erected against Fort 
St. Julian, under the direction of Captains Lemoine and 
Duncan, fired some shells with remarkable accuracy ; one 
of them pitched on the centre of the roof, and tore away 
the flagstaff and colours, which the French never dared to 
erect again. The fort surrendered on the followingday. 

General Hutchinson, now the commander of the JBritith 
army, hastened to join the Grand Vizier ; but before he 
could accomplish this he had to pass 4000 French in a 
fortified camp at Eamanieh. A battle took place on the 
9th Ma^, and the French were compelled to take shelter 
in their intreuchments. 

During this engagement the British artillery remained 

* Afterwards licut. -general and colonel-commandant of the 
10th battalion. Died at Woolwich, February 25, 1816. 
f Promoted into the staff corps (see chap. x.). 
^ Lost h'lH right leg by a cannon-shot. Ketired 181D ; died at 
Sidnwuib, ^pril 24, 1861, aged e\^Vi\.>,'-oiift. 

§ Died at Ediu\iUTs\i, i\x\^ U,!^^'^* 
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firm, maintaining the contest until poaitive orders were- 
brought tliem to retreat. An unfortunate ckance shot toot 
off tue leg of Colonel Thompson as he was riding to the 
left. He died at Koaetta on the 8th June, exciting uni- 
TBTBal regret. 

Captain Adye, placing bis guns on the most eligible 
points, contended for some time, exposed as he was, with 
the anperior weight of metal and the covered batteries of 
the French ; but as General Hutchinson was not attacking 
the position. Colonel Stuart directed that Captain Adje 
should discontinue the cannonade and place Ilia men out 
of fire. The fortiiications at Ramaniou were eventually 
taken, and the army pushed on for Cairo. The esertions 
of General Lawaon in forn-arding the heavy artillery from 
Sosetta for tbo siege of Cairo proved most beneficial to 
the service as well as honourable to himself. 

To return to the army of the Grand Vizier. After a 
troublesome, fatiguing, and hazardous march across the 
deaert, they arrived before Cairo on the 30th April, wheu 
the Vizier sent Major Hope, Il.A. (with a view of recon- 
noitring), to summon the place. Ho was not admitted 
into tiio town, but was civilly treated, dining with the 
Prench officer at the outward guard. General Belliard 
refused to surrender, and the Turkish army settled down 
at Elkanah, awaiting the arrival of the British. 

On the 15th May the Preneh army came out of Cairo 
and attacked the Turks at Elkanah ; but after a severe 
fight, which lasted seven hours, they wore compelled to 
retire within the walla of the city. During this action. 
Major Holloway, E.E., and Major Hope, E.A., were in 
attendance upon the Grand Vizier, Captain Lacy, E.E., 
with, the infantry under Mehemmed Paeha, and Captain 
lieake, E.A., with the caTalrv, iinder Tahir Pasha, and 
rendered every assistance in their power. 

In the despatch Jrom the British ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, tue Earl of Elgin, it is stated that in the 
account which tie Vizier sent of tbe'action to the Porte, 
his highness speaks in the highest terms of the artillery, 
which " Major Hope is well known to ho so very capable 
of directing. ' 

The British army arrived before Cairo early in .June, 
and on the ith Captain Adye and other officers went ovei- 
to the Turkish camp to pay their respects to the Vizier 
and to see their old friends of the Eoyal Artillery. The 
armies were now united, and the French general, Belliard, 
seeing that further defence was useVeuB, 6ijiTeii4efe\C)*cio 
on the 27th June. 
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Preparations were now made for the siege of Alexandria, 
the direction of which was entrusted to General Coote, the 
artillery bein^ commanded by Major Cookson. 

In the night of the 18th Augnst, General Coofce, with 
the unremitting exertions of the officers of the Boyal 
Artillery, established two batteries, with mortan and 
24-pounders in them, against Fort Mamton, and directed 
the bombardment to commence. The celerity with which 
the guns had been brought up was a remarkable inatance 
of zeal, as they had to be earned oyer almost inaccessible 
rocks, from which yast quarries were hewn out, as ia sup- 
posed, for the building of the ancient Alexandria. 

On the 22nd August Menou made a final attempt to 
driye the British n'om before Alexandria, but hayiag 
failed, he surrendered on the 27th ; and thus the whole of 
the French army in Egypt was yanquished and compelled 
to quit the country. 

In General Coote's orders relative to the action of the 
22nd August, he says — ** The brunt of the day fell on the 
artillery, under the command of Major Cookson, and the 
advance corps, who used every exertion and showed much 
discipline." An English army of occupation remained in 
Eeypt until the signing of the treaty of Amiens (25th 
March, 1802), which closed the war between Great Britain 
and the French Kepublic. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

** Quo fas et gloria ducunt." 



AFRICA — SOUTH AMERICA — ITALY — WALCHEREN, ETC. 

CAl'IUKK OF THE CAPE OF GOOD UOPE — DEATH OF BRIGADIER-OKHIBAL 
TuKK — SOL'TH AMERICA — ITALY — BATTLE OF MAIDA— COLOKIb 
LEMOISE — EGYPT (1807) — COPENHAGEN — SIR THOMAS BLOXI- 
FIELD — WALCHEllEN — THE ROCKET BRIGADE — LEIP8IC — fit 
WILLIAM CONGRKVE (SECOND BARONET) — SIB JOHN XACLKOO — 
NOTICES OF OFFICERS WHO SERVED AT WALCHEREN. 

As early as 1758 the Royal Artillery set foot in Africa. A 
detachment of the regiment under the command of Cap- 
tain Walker accompanied the fleet which captured Senegal 
SDiI Goree, the only French settlements on that continent» 
At the peace of 17 G2 the laltcx ^a& Te«\AT^^,'W*^«&ft^ 
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was retained Ijy tlie Britiah, a detnciiment of the Eoyal 
Artillery remaining in the garrison. Of their particular 
Bervices at this period we have no account. 

At the capture of the Cape of Good Hope in 1795, tlie 
Bervicea of tbe artillery were not very important. But 
^ th eir conduct here, aa elsewhere, renectca the higheat 
hHJMsible credit on themselrcB and the armj ijenerally. 
^HKaiDg the mutiny on board the fleet in 1797, their loyalty 
^^^pt their unremitted attention to their duties called fortn 
^HBaliigheat possihle commendation from the commander 
^^!r the forces. The following is a copy of the letter sent 
' by General Dundas to Colonel York, the commanding 
Officer of the artillery :— 

" Cii3tle, Capo of Good Hope, 
15th KoTembEF, 1797. 
*' Sib, — The corps of artillery having had the greatest 
part of tlie estraordinary duty wliicL tlie late disturbance 
OQ board the £eet baa occasioned, and as their alaority in 
the diechargc of their duty nas no less conspicuous thaa 
on former occasions when tbB nrtdlery had been called 
Dpon to act, I am desired by Mnjor-General Dnndas to 
express his entire approbation of their conduct, — honour- 
able to themselves and to the service. 

"Petee Abhbceoiibie, Major,'' 
This colony was surrendered to the Dutch at the peace 
of AmieBB, but in 1806 was again captured by an army 
tiDder Sir David Baird. Colonel York, having the rank 
of brigadier-general, was appointed to the command of tlie 
artillery of this force, which consisted of three companies 
under Major William Spicer,* Captain Alex. Watson, and 
Captain Francis Power.f 

They embarked at Plymouth on the 1st August, 1S05, 
and proceeded to join the main body of the expedition at 
Cork. For the purpose of concealing the object of the 
expedition, the course of the vessels was shaped for South 
America, and after a tedious passage they arrived off the 
coast of Brazil, where, on the 1st November, the King 
Oeojvje transport, having on board the staff and Captain 
Power's company of the artillery, ran on a shoal of rocks. 
The Tessel soon became a tota! wreck, but after great 
exertion on the part of the crew, twelve chests of dollars 
were Baved. Omy three individuals perished, but of these 
Brigadier- General York was one ; his loss at such a mo- 
ment was severely felt. 

* Lieat.-ColoDel Spioer died at Esetei, Jauuan I'V.'iS^.^. 
f Lieut. -Cohnel Power diedat'^odlmiSi. 
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Lieutenant James Gray* of the Eoyal Artillery greatly 
distinguished himself on this trying occasion ; he sayed 
several lives by his personal exertions, and was the last 
person taken from the rocks by the boats which had been 
sent to their aid &om the Leda frigate. 

The companies, now under the command of Major Spicer, 
arrived at the Cape in time to be present at the batUe of 
Blue Berg and the capture of the colony in Jaunaiy, 
1806. In April, one of them embarked with General 
Beresford's army for South America. This expedition 
arrived at Buenos Ayres on 24th June, disembarked on 
the 25th, and marching against the enemy, who fled at 
their approach, enterecl the city on the 27th. The artil- 
lery, commanded by Captain J. E. Ogilvie, were only too- 
Tided with four 6-pounders and two howitzers. Tlid 
Spaniards, discovering the insignificance of the force which 
had surprised them, collected in sufficient numbers to make 
prisoners of them all. 

Some fighting took place in the streets of Buenos Ayrei 
before the city was surrendered, in the course of which 
Captain Ogilvie and his subaltern. Lieutenant Alex. Mao- 
donald, were both wounded. (The former was assasfli* 
nated while a prisoner of war, in the following January.) 

Li October a reinforcement arrived from the Cape, the 
artillery being commanded by Captain Alex. Watson,t 
who had resigned an appointment and volunteered for this 
service. These troops landed and drove the Spaniards 
from Maldonada, where they took up their quarters and 
waited for reinforcements. 

In January, 1807, a force under General Achmnty 
arrived from England, and after a sharp contest with wt 
Spaniards, took ()osses8ion of Monte video. The news 
of the recapture of Buenos Ayres having reached England* 
an army under General Whitelock, to which was attached 
a troop of Horse Artillery under Captain (afterwards Sir 
Augustus) Frazer, sailed in March, 1807, and arrived at 
Monte Video in Maj[. Upon the arrival of Captain Frazer 
and his troop. Captain Watson resigned the command of 
the artillery and served as aide-de-camp to Sir William 
Lumlcy ; and when the troops left the country, he rejoined 
the company at the Cape. The whole history of this ex* 
pcdition is anything but creditable to those who took put 
m it. The artillery were hardly engaged at all, as the / 

* Died (major-general) in London, December 21, 1857. 
f Died Sit Brighton, Angrut 11, \^\^i )i<&Txl.-^exifiial and 
inand&ni of the 6th battalion. 
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light E'lns tliey tad were worse than iiBeleBS. A writer in 
the "United Service Journal" (1836), however, makes a 
bitter and very unjnflt attaek on the artillery of this army. 
He first complains that the "oScers in garrison had to 
mve up their horses for the use of tlie artillery, who never 
fired & shot.'" We are quite sure that the fact of their 
not being engaged waH more keenlyfeltby themselres than 
by any in the urmy, and it was not their fault if they had 
not been proTidod with horses. 

He agam complains that another officer and himself, with 
two hundred men, were ordered to assist in getting the 
guns out of the mud at Eusenada. " On arriving at the 
spot," he aaja, " we found the drivers spurring and flog- 

Cg awuy at the poor horses, neither aeeuatomed to 
iteaa nor the dirty element into which they were forced, 
and tJiey were repaying the kinduees by kicking and 
plunging, making what footing waa hod still worse. After 
some arguments we persuaded these fellows to nnharness 
the unhappy hmtes, and we soon, whirled the guns to 
dry land, although, for any use they wore afterwards, they 
might as well have stayed with the naiades of Eusenada." 
JS'ot content with hurting the feelings of the corps in gene- 
ral, this bitter, writer insults the memory of one of the most 
amiable of men and most honourable of officers, who, at 
the time these remarks were published, had only been 
dead a year. He proceeds ; — " Not a had bit of official 
pomp attended this manceuvre ; Major Fi'azer of the artil' 
lery sent ns a regular letter of thanks, the oiUcer who waa 
with me liappening to be his senior." It is evident that 
Major Frazer was more of a gentleman than hia critic, for 
if he did not consider it his duty as a soldier to thank those 
who had assisted him, he knew it waa liia duty aa a man, 
and acted accordiugly. 

It is remarkable that thia same writer aftcmarda speaks 
of the troop as a " competent and well-served artillery." 

The useless attack on Buenos Ajros in July, 1807,* 
and the espolaion of the British from the country, are 
matters too well known. The following extract from the 
general's despatch is creditable to the commanding oiBow 
«f the artiEery : — "I cannot Bnffieiontly bring to notice the 
uncommon eicertions of Captain Frazer, commanding the 
Eoyal Artillery, whose fertility of mind, zeal, and anima- 
tion, in all cases left difficulties behind." 

England hud not yet taken any active measures against 
the French empire, busied as she waa in ende^voiu:*^ te 

' Llenteaant Makcnokie vouud^d.. 
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protect her own shores; but no sooner had Napoleon 
marched his " army of England" into the north of Europe, 
than troops were despatched from our shores to the assist- 
ance of the allies. 

In October, 1805, a force of 14,000 men, including 
some companies of artillery under Colonel Cookson, 
was sent to North Germany. By the desire of Lord Cath- 
cart, Colonel Cookson assumed the command of the allied 
artillery, when that of the British artillery deyol?ed 
on Major Brooke Young.* The result of the batUe of 
Austerlitz haying baffled the hopes of Austria, Prussia, and 
England, the British troops returned without striking a 
blow or seeing an enemy. 

Another force under Sir James Craig embarked for the 
Neapolitan States to join with the Russians in expelling 
the French. The object of this movement was defeated, 
and the troops returned to Sicily. 

In 1806 Sir John Stuart assumed the command of tbii 
army, with which, on the Ist July, he crossed over into 
Calabria. Three companies of the Boyal Artillery, under 
the command of Lieut.-Colonel Lemoine, were attciched to 
this army. The guns with which they were armed were 
of li^ht calibre — ten 4-pounders, four 6-pounders, and two 
howitzers being the only ordnance that could be brooj^ht 
into the field. The French army, under General Begnier, 
was drawn up in a strong position near Maida, about ten 
miles in advance of the British. 

On the 4th of July Sir John Stuart marched to the 
attack, and the enemy, leaving their strong position, ad* 
vanced to meet him. The French, greatly superior in 
numbers, came on (covered by the fire of tneir artilleiry) 
with every show of confidence ; whilst our troops pressed 
forward to meet them, not a whit more doubtful as to ths 
result. And now our artillery began to open with an 
efiect which contrasted strongly with that produced by the 
enemy's cannonade. In general the French gunners wece 
excellent ; but this day their fire was as worthless aa any 
that came from the merest recruits. Not one shot out of 
fiftv took efiect ; almost all passing over our front line, 
ana falling short of the second. It was not so with our 
pieces. Light as they were, every shot told, and grape 
and canister swept away whole sections from the ranks 
that received it. As each file of Frenchmen fell, our brave 

* This was the same officer that distingaished himself at llar- 
tinique (sec cbap. v.) ; he died (jxiix'^ot-g%tL«tQ\\ ^t. Bath, May 19, 

1335, 
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feLowB raised a. sliout of triumph ; and Joud aad frequent 
were the plaudits bestowed upon the gallant blue coats who 
80 ably supported tliem. 

The enemy's attack on the right of the British line was 
repulsed by one of the most splendid bayonet- charges erer 
made. He then tried to outflank the left, and for this 
purpose extended his right wing, drawing all his cavalry 
to mis part ; but they were ao efiectually kept in check hy 
the warm and well-directed Are of the artillery — whicb 
WRS the admiration of the whole army^that tliey were 
repulsed in every part. 

The artillery were afterwards employed at the sieges of 
Scylla, Heggio, and Gaeta ; the infantry in the meanwhile 
driving the If'reneh into Upper Calabria. Here they were 
joined by a powerful army under Massena, and the British 
were forced to give up the pursuit. 

The casualties in the Boyal Artillery during this cam- 
paign were very incoueiderable. 

At the battle of Maida there were only three men 
WQunded, and their loss during the sieges was proportiou- 
aUy Email. 

Among the wounded at the siege of Scylla Castle was 
SerKeant John Sparks of Captain Pym's company. This 
intelligent □on-commissionea officer was eighteen years in 
the Boyal Artillery, and having served throughout the 
Italian campaign of 1806, and in Egypt in 1807 (where 
he was again wounded at the siege of ^setta), he was in 
181S promoted to sub- lieutenant m the Eoyal Sappers and 
Miners. He retired from that corps on full pay on the let 
March, 1817, and died at Woolwich on the 12th December, 
1864, aged ninetv years. Ho had two sons, John and 
Edward, educated at Sandhurst, who received commissioiiB 
in the army, first as ensigns, and afterwards as lieutenants. 
The former joined the 5th i'oot, from whichiie exchanged 
into the 95 th, and afterwards selling out, obtaineda majority 
in the Canadian Militia during the Papiueau rebellion. 
He perished in October, 1843, in au attempt to reach the 
shore from a vessel driven in a storm on the coast near 
Blackpool. The latter served an honourable career in 
Scinde, &c., in the 2nd Foot, and with a young lieu- 
tenant and a military surgeon, was, in 1839, while out 
shooting, burnt to death by the aiiddental liring of the 
jungle. 

On the 6th March, 1807, Captain Pym's* company em- 
barked at Messina with the small army undet tieuat^ 

* MiyoT-Oenera} Robert Pym died in LonAou, June S),'V%p^S>. 
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!Frazer wHch set sail for Egypt in the hope of subduing 
that country. 

The capture of Alexandria, the siege of Bosetta, and the 
subsequent retreat from the country, are matters well 
known to every military reader. A demi-battalion of the 
Eoyal Artillery served in Italy from this period until the 
termination of the war in 1814. On the 17th Februaiy, 
1808, the castle of Scylla was evacuated by its command- 
ant, Lieut.-Col. Sobertson, and the troops under his com- 
mand, after having been invested by the French during 
seven weeks, and battered for six days by fourteen pieces 
of heavy ordnance. The Eoyal Artillery casualties from 
the 4th to 17th February were, three gunners killed, one 
bombardier and eight gunners wounded*. In 1809 our 
forces on the Italian coast were met by the active spirit of 
the new King of Naples, Murat. He seized the oppor- 
tunity, when the English ships of war were absent, to send 
troops over to the island or Capri, which soon fell into 
their hands. The only Englishmen on the island were 
Lieut.-Col. Hudson Lowe and a corporal and eieht men of 
the Boyal Artillery ; the other defenders being uiree weak 
regiments of Maltese and Corsicans. Our forces captured 
the islands of Ischia and Procida, and after destroying the 
forts, sailed away to other parts of the coast. 

Durinpf all this time our war-ships were scouring the 
whole of the coasts of southern Italy, capturing eyerr 
vessel that ventured out, and keeping the French general 
on shore in constant agitation. In tiie summer of 1810 a 
division of mortar-boats, manned by detachments of the 
Boyal Artillery, was added to the fleet. Captain W. D. 
Jones* had command of the artilleirnien on Doard these 
vessels, and they were engaged in almost daily skirmishes 
with the batteries and flotilla of Murat. The defence of 
Sicily was the principal object in 1811. The artillery in 
the batteries of the Faro were constantly annoyed by 
those the French had erected on the opposite coast. On 
the 2nd October a shot came across the strait whieh 
killed Lieutenant John C. Bloomfield. He was the onlf 
oflicer of the Koyal Artillery who fell during the whwe 
campaign. 

Lieut.-Col. Lemoine remained in command of the aitilleiT 
in Italv until the end of the war, the last events of which 
were the captures of Savona, Spczia, and Genoa, in 1814 
The head-quarters of the artillery were at the last-named 
city when Pius VII. xcturued from imprisonment ift 

* Died at BouruemovxlV , WwiVa, "^.vs *1^ , \'^^*l . 
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France, An amusini; auoedote ia related of Colonel 
Lemoine in connexion witU the arrival of hia holioesB on 
tbis occasion. A guard of honour being ordered, aa the 
tho Pope approached, [.Colonel Lemoine and the officers 
advanced to meet him. His holiness, think iug uo doubt 
the Protestants would not appreciate his euatomary saints, 
tendered bis hand for the heretics to kiae. Lemoine, on 
aeeing tlie proffered hand, hastened forirard and seized it 
with a flturdy grasp, and giving it a hearty and continued 
shake, said — "How d'ye do, my dear old gentleman P Very 

glad to see you ; welcome to Genoa. YonVe been d d 

ill-nsed ; but never mind, we'll take care of you, we'll make 
yon jolly and comfortable ; God bless your old heart !" 

Shortly after this, Colonel Lemoine, accompanied hy 
luB brigade-major, Captain A. M, Maxwell,* Lieutenant 
George Smith.f and two or three other officers stationed 
in Genoa, paid a visit to Napoleon at Elba. After being 
introduced to Count Bertrand, they were taken toGreneral 
Drouet, the governor, who, having been the commander 
of Na-poleon's artillery, naturally took an interest in tho 
BritiBh officers of that arm. They met Buonaparte, well- 
jaonnted, accompanied hy a small escort, and drew up on 
one side of the lane hy which he must pass ; and when he 
got abreast of them he pulled up hta horse, moved his 
hat. and with a brisk, military air eiclaimed, "Du quel 
regiment 6tcs vousi'" "De I'artillerie, sire," answered 
Lemoine. Ifapoleon seemed much pleased, and added, 
" Anglais?" which was replied to in the affirmative. He 
then proceeded to ask LBmoioo'a rank, adding " Du quel 
regiment P" " Du quelnombre?" " A cheval, ou Ji pied P" 
To these rapid questions Lemoine answered that he com- 
manded the whole of the artillery in the Mediterranean; 
that the corps formed one entire regiment, numbered off 
by battalions ; mid that the Horse Artillery formed a. com- 
ponent part of the whole. 

Aflerjustmerely addressing the infantry officers, Buona- 

Earte spoke to Captain Maxwell about the number of our 
fttteries and their equipment. He then came to Lieu- 
tenant Smith, and on hearing that he too belonged to the 
Boyal Artillery, be become very animated and exclaimed, 
" Ah ! vous etes tons dc rartillerie," no doubt remember- 
ing that from that corps he had himself sprung. 

■• Afterwuiis promoted into the line, and died colonel of the 3BUi 
regiment, at Nowcaatle-ou-Tyne, May SI, 1816, 

tDied iitWoolirici, 1833- "' 
iMjyeanf ia the Bojal Artilleiy. 
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It was remarked that Lemoine's behavioor on this 
occasion was yery different to all that had been before 
known of him ; he kept interlarding his responses with 
" sire," " yotre majestie," &c., ** which," says Maxwell, 
" I was astonished at from so blunt and rough a soldier, 
whose manners had been formed in camps instead of 
courts/' Colonel Lemoine retired to Genoa after the war, 
and died there on the Ist March, 1825. 

In 1807 the Goyernment of Denmark, which had hitherto 
obseryed a strict neutrality, prohibited, under French 
influence, all commerce with Great Britain ; and an expe- 
dition under Lord Cathcart and Admiral Gtimbier was 
fitted out topreyent the Danish nayy from passing into 
the hands of the French. Eight companies of the Koyal 
Artillery, under Major-General Blomefield, accompamed 
this expedition. The field officers of the Royal Artillery 
were Lieut.-Cols. Harding, Cookson, Eobe, and Major 
Newhouse ; and the captams of companies, Percy Dram- 
mond, John May, J. P. Cockburn,* and F. Paterson. 

After a useless parley, durini; which almost eyery pro- 
position was made to preyent effusion of blood, the troopi 
were landed on the 16th August, and prepared to attack 
Copenhagen. They were attacked by the enemy's gim- 
boats, but a 9-pounder brigade being brought up by Uap- 
tain Paterson,t the boats (though armed with 24>pounden) 
were obliged to withdraw. On the 18th the enemy opened 
a heayy and rather destructiye tire of artillery upon our 
outposts, by which we lost Lieutenant Henry Lyons and 
seyeral men of what was called the windmill battery, which 
was our farthest advance at this time. On the 29th. part 
of the army, under Sir Arthur Wellesley, marchea to 
Xeoge against a body of Danish troops which had strongly 
fortified themselyes there in order to assail the besiegers, 
who were quickly routed. Major Newhouse commanded 
the batteries of this part of the army. Copenhagen was 
bombarded from the 1st September to the 5th, when the 
town being rendered untenable, an unconditional surrender 
of the fleet was agreed to, and the expedition returned to 
England. In consideration of his long and yalued serrices, 

* This officer is well known to the public by hia ezoellent 
sketches of Pompeii, Swiss scenery, route of the Simplon, &c., 
which he made while on a tour in the south of Europe in 1817y 
and published on his return to England. He served at the 
capture of the Cape, 1795, and afterwards in the East Indies. He 
died at Woolwich, March 18, 1847, aged sixty-eight, 
t Died at YTooVmch, 3\m^ \^, \^^^. 
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aa well as for his particular conduct on this occasion, a 
baronetcy was conferred on Major-General Blomeiield. 
He was the only Bonof the Rev. Thomas Blomefield, rector 
of Hartley and Chalk, in Kent. He entered the Royal 
Military Academy in February, 1758, and on New Year's 
Day following received hia commiagion in the Bojal 
Artillery as lieutenant-fireworker. Ho was an oiScer re- 
markable for hia scientific knowledge and wonderful fore- 
sight, and he was conBultcd in everything relating to 
imjiroromentB in onlnance or the organization of tlio 

Serving under General PhiUipa in America, he received 
a severe wound in the face at Saratoga, and was afterwards 
made prieoner with the troops under the Convention. 
Being exchanged in 1779, he returned to England, when, 
observing the number of men at Woolwich disabled by 
woonda from taking part in active service, he recom- 
mended the formation of the Invahd Battalion. He also 
reported on the scarcity of artillery in America, and im- 
pressed on the anthoritiea the necessity of augmenting the 
corps. Two additional companiea were thereupon raised 
in each battalion, and the Invalid Battalion (nowtbe Coast 
Brigade), consisting of ten companies, was established. 
Captain Blomefiela himaelf was appointed Inapector of 
Artillery and of the Brass Foundry, in which position he 
rendered signal service to his country. 

Suspecting the maater founder, Mr, Verbrugen, aDntch- 
man, of casting the guns imperfectly, he ordered a brass 
cannon to be well cleaned, and particularly to he freed 
from grease, and then washed with strong vinegar over the 
whole aurface. This having been done, on the following 
day a vast number of circles of verdigris, of different 
diameters, appeared, dispersed from the muzzle to the 
breech. Blomefield now directed that the gun should be 
sawn into two longitudinal sections, when, after washing 
the bore first with soap and water, and then with vinegar, 
fifty-six screws were discovered to have been most inge- 
nioualy tnaerted into as many cavities or defects in the 
casting, many of tbem having been driven from the inside. 
Verbrugen lost his eoatraot, his conduct being regarded as 
fraudulent, and he shortly afterwards died through exces- 
sive grief. 

Upon the formation of the 9th battalion, on the Ist 
Jtme, 1806, Colonel Blomefield was appointed colonel- 
commandant; and on the 25th July, 181Q, lia-waa ^i>- 
moted to lieut.-generai. He died at SkotAex'^ "SSi,'Qo» 
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24th Au^st. 1822, aged seventy-nine years, and wat 
succeeded as baronet by his only son, the late Sir Thomas 
William Blomefield. 

To create a diversion in favour of Austria, who had been 
well beaten by Napoleon at Abensburg, Landshnt, and Eok« 
mul, a formidable expedition was prepared by England in 
the summer of 1809, for the purpose of invading the Frendi 
dominions. This was the hapless Walcheren affair, on 
which no less than sixteen companies of the Soyal Artillery 
were employed. Colonel Macleod had the command oi 
the regiment on this occasion, the subordinate field offieen 
being Colonels Terrot and Cookson ; Lieut. -Cols. Franklxn* 
Wood, and Waller; and Majors Gold, Camcross, lad 
Griffiths. The captains commanding the companies wen 
Adye, Fyers, Gardner, Drummond, Campbell, TooDfp" 
husband, Webber Smith, Munro, D'Arcy, Birch, WilnK< 
Paterson, and Oliver. The main body of the artiUeiy 
embarked at Gravesend on the 24th July, and on w 
following day proceeded to Margate. The vessela then 
anchored in the Downs until the 29th, when they sailed for 
the Scheldt, at the mouth of which the troops were landed 
on Sunday, 30th. 

On the Ist Au^t the fort of Ter Vier surrenderadt * 
and on the following day preparations were commeneed \ 
for the bombardment of Flushing. The lioyal Artillecy ' 
and Engineers were indefatigable in their exertions daziii|{ 
the construction of the different batteries until they wei* " 
completed, which was on the 13th of August. The battery ; 
on tne right of the line was tlie most formidable, and wii 
commanded by Lieut.- Colonel Wood ; the centre battel^ * 
was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Waller, and that on tfc ; 
left by Lieut.-Colonel Franklin. The general fire ooiB* ^ 
mcnced from all the batteries and gunboats at 1 p.x. cb 
the 13th. 

On the 14th the enemy's two-gun battery was attaekedr 
a party of artillerymen, with spikes and hammers, being 
attached to the assaulting column. They suc-ceeded iA 
spiking the guns, and took fifty prisoners. It was daring 
the bombardment of Flushing that Congreve rockets were 
first employed against a fortress. IVIr. Congreve had ae* 
companied Lord Cochrane to the Basque Roads a feir 
months previously, and directed tlic iire of his weapooa 
against the French fieet; but their success being Teiy 
questionable, he took this opportunity of trying them OB 
Itaid. Being the eldest son of Sir William Congreve, of 
^Aeitojfli Artillery, he had\\ad at"Woo\N\'\d\ \ivcry facility 
^or proving and improving t\io weapon \ic \iTsA*vKsw^«^\ 
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and being honoured ivitb, flio friendalilp of the Prince 
Eegent, he reeeiTed every possible encouragement. On 
his return from Flushing he was appointed colonel in the 
Eoyal ArtiDerj and aidc-de-oamp to the Priaee, and re- 
ceiTed a parhamentary grant of £1200 per annum. He 
never did duty with the regiment, however, hia rank being 
considered merely honorary. 

In 1813 a, troop of Horse Artillery was armed with 
rockets, and sent to the assistance of the allies in Germaoy, 
They were placed under the orders of the Crown Prince of" 
Sweden ; and to the auccesa of the rockets in the hands of 
this troop may be attributed the subsequent popularity of 
tUe weapon. The commanderof the rocket troop, Captain 
Eichard Bogue, was a great favourite with the Prince 
iSegent, by whom he was frequently invited to the Pavihon. 
Se waa strikingly handsome ; indeed, so handsome was he, 
that tho Brighton bellea chriatened him " Look and die." 
He entered upon ({lis lervice with cliaracteristic activity, 
little thinking it would be his last. Some Prussian bat- 
talions of General Bolow'a corps having engaged the enemy 
at PouDadorff(Leipsic), 18th October, and obliged them tO' 
retire, the Prince Hoyal durccted the rocket brigade to 
form on the left of a Pruasian battahon, and open upon the 
retiring colnmna. Congreve'a formidable weapon bad 
scarcely succeeded in paralysing a solid square of infantry, 
which after one fire delivered tiemaelves up (aa if panio- 
atruck), when that gallant officer Captain Bogne, alite an. 
ornament to his profession and a loss to bis friends and 
country, received a shot in bis head, which deprived tho 
army of his servieea. Bemadotte sent the order of the 
" Sword " to hia widow, together with an autograph letter 
of condolence, accompanied by more substantial marks of 
his royal sympathy. 

A detachment of the troop, i 
ways, was aent to assist in the i 
possession of the Prench), which was necessary to tho 
communication of the allies. Having discharged their 
duty to the satisfaction of the officer in command of the 
corps to which they were attached, they returned to tho 
mam portion of the troop just in time to accompany it 
into the field. Lieutenant Strangways at once succeeded 
to the command, and his men again distineuished them- 
selves on the 19th. Leipsic having surrendered uncondi- 
tionally, on the same evening the Emperor of Euesia, 
Eing of Prussia, and the Britiah ambasaadot (JjOTiCaiOa.- 
oart) proceeded to the Swedish poaitioQ ^<J tos^ci'^. 'fioa 
Socket Brigade. Strangways waa cong.iB.txAa.'tei.'S^ iiSi.'Oa» 
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sovereigns, and received special marks of favour from tbe 
Emperor of Bussia, who questioned him most minutely as 
to the modus operandi of the force under his command. 
He bestowed upon him the order of St. Anne, and rewarded 
the other lieutenants, Wright and Montague, with the 
fourth class of the order of St. Wladimir. Strangways 
was appointed captain in the Swedish army, and received 
the order of the " Sword," and the gold medal for " bravery 
and good conduct " from the Crown Prince. 

The Socket Brigade afterwards joined Lord Lynedoch's 
army in Holland, but their success was not the same as at 
Leipsic. On one occasion they were brought up to destroy 
a French ship which had dropped down the river with the 
intention of aestroyingone of our batteries erected against 
Antwerp. The rocket that was fired hung for a few 
seconds above the ship, but returned with the same velo- 
city, falling among some ice a few yards in rear of the 
spot from whence it was discharged, the shell attached 
bursting at the same time. 

Colonel Congreve received the order of St. Anne for the 
services of his weapon at the battle of Leipsic, and on the 
death of his father, whom he succeeded as baronet, he was 
appointed inspector of the £oyal Laboratory at Woolwich. 
In 1826 he engaged in some mining transactions, which 
resulted in a suit in Chancery and a decision a^nst him 
of fraud. This was on May 3rd, 1828, when Sir William 
hastened to Toulouse, where, eleven days afterwards, he 
died. 

But to return to Walcheren. On the 23rd August a 

{>ortion of the army was sent to the island of South Beve- 
and, and an unsuccessful attempt was made to proceed to 
Antwerp. Colonel Cookson commanded the artillery of 
this force. After the occupation of Flushing, the rover 
common to the country set in with peculiarvirulence, and the 
BoyalArtillerysufTered severely. The only officers who died 
were Captain Thomas Fead and Lieutenant Wm. Miller ;* 
but the loss in non-commissioned officers and gunners wis 
enormous. After the arrival of the regiment at home, the 
hospitals were full of sufferers, and they were buried in 
great numbers in Woolwich churchyard.. Dr. Hargrove 
mentions cases of Gunners M'Crea, Larkin, and Grondie, 
who, in 1812, were in the hospital at Island Bridge, Dublin, 
suffering from the fever which attacked them while in 
Walcheren, they never having done a day's duty from the 
time they were seized, three years previously. 

* Died on the passage home, ^^Vsiii\wst\1,\^^^. 



AFRICA — SOUTH AMEHIOA — ITALY — TTALOHEREK, 125 

Colonel {afterivarda Sir Jolm) Maoleod, the commander 
of the artillery ia tkia expedition, was bom on the 29th 
Jamiary, 1752, and entered the Royal Military Acaduray 
in 1767. He receiTed his oommiaBioa in 1771, and on the 
breaJiing out of the American, revolution he was sent 
■with hb company to New York. He commanded the 
artillery at the battle of Guilford (eee chap, ii.j, when he 
won for himself not only the esteem, but the personal 
friendship of Lord Cornwallis. On their return from 
America his lordship introduced Lieutenant Macleod to 
the kiQ(f, when ho was placed upon the staffof the Master- 
General ; and from thia time till hia death he waa en^ged 
in the most important yet inglorious duties of the organiza- 
tion of the regiment, and of the arrangement and equip- 
jaent of the artUlery for all the espeditiona, of which there 
were no fewer than, eleven, during those years ; he holding 
the appointment gnceeaaively of Chief of the Ordnance 
Staff, Deputy Adjntant-Greneral, and Director-General of 
Artillery. He frequently applied to be allowed to go on 
aerrice, but in this one inatance only was his application 
sncceaaful ; the Earl of Chatham, who commanded the 
army, hemg at the time Master- General. When Lord 
Corawttllia was appointed Governor- General and Com- 
mander-in-chief in India, he expressed a desire that Captain 
Macleod should accompany him, huthe could not be apared 
from the important duties he was performing at home ; hia 
eldest son, Charles, however, naa witli Lord Cornwallia 
when he died — he was the hearer of the despatch to 
England anaounciDB: that melancholy event. "^ 

In 1793 an expedition was bemg organized under the 
Marquis of Hastings, and that officer was pleased to send 
a secret communication to Captain Macleod, offering him 
the command of hia artillery, which, however, he could 
not accept. He solicited very earnestly to be allowed 
to accompany Lord Cornwallis to Ireland during the re- 
bellion of 1798, but his majesty desired to he pressed no 
further on the subject. When Captain Macleod was first 
appointed to hia arduous poaitioa the lloyal Artillery con- 
sisted of four hattaliona of garrison artillery and eight 
invalid companies ; in 1814 it had been augmented to ten 
battalions of artillery, one horse brigade, one rocket brigade, 
and an invahd baltahon of twelve companies — the horse 

' IIh aftorwards served at Cnpenliagan and in the Paninanla, 
and was killed while leading the asaanld on Badaiui in. \f<Vl. "i-'v.". 
officers of his regiment erected a m 
ntiaster Abbey. 
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artiUerj and field batteries having been formed and per- 
fected daring that time. In 1820 George lY., desirous 
of marking his sense of such long and important sendees, 
•commanded his attendance at the Pavilion at Brighton, 
where, under circumstances of peculiar kindness and dis- 
tinction, he conferred on him tne honour of knighthood, 
and invested him with a Grand Cross of the Koyal Guelphio 
Order. 

** The leading feature of Sir John Macleod's character 
was the confidence he inspired in others, and the un- 
bounded trust they reposed in him; and thus, whether 
called on for counsel or to act under unforeseen or sudden 
emergencies of service, he was ever ready and prepared to 
meet its exigencies. His watchfulness seemed never to 
sleep, but to oe in anticipation of what might occur, and 
to forestal events by securing means to meet them.* 

" ' His whole soul,' to use a commonplace expression, 
' was in his profession.' Of every soldier he fnade himself 
the friend. To his equals in rank he was a brother, to 
those beneath him a father in kindness and in counsel, and 
to the private soldier a benefactor, ever watching over hii 
comfort and welfare. Honoured by his sovereign, re- 
spected by all ranks of the army, loved by his friends, and 
revered by his family, his private life afibrded an exam^ 
to all who love goodness, honour, and benevolence, wlule 
his professional career ever pointed to the highest and 
noblest attainments by which we can serve our country." 
He died at Woolwich, 26th January, 1833. 

Colonel (afterwards General) Terrot died at Newcastle- 
on-Tjne, on the 23rd September, 1839, being at the time 
the oldest officer in the regiment. Lieut.-CoTonel Thomas 
Pranklin died 4th June, 1851. 

Major (afterwards Lieut.-General Sir Joseph) Camcroit 
commanded a division of artillery in the Peninsula from 

* In confirmation of tbis ever- watchfulness of Sir John lladeod, 
the following anecdote, related^ by Colonel Landmann, -will be saffi- 
cient : — '^ Crossing Woolwich Common in a post-chaise one night 
"with Lady Emily, a well- mounted bigbwayman, compelling tlte 
driver to stop, presented bis piutol in the carriage, demandiof 
money, watcbes, &c. Lady Emily, feeling very faint, was at that 
moment refrcsbing berself by tbe application of eau-de-Cologne. 
Tbc major at once seized tbe bottle, and, ramming it in the bigh- 
-way man's face, declared in a voice of tbunder tbat be would u- 
fitantly sboot bim if be did not take bimself off. The highwi|(* 
man, fancying a pistol was at bis bead, turned his horse roimd 
and galloped vfl'.'* 
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1811 to tlie end of the war. He liad preyloualy served in 
the West Indies from 1707 to 1801. He lived to lie the 
senior officer of the regiment, and died at Eildare on tJie 
7th December, IS*?. 

Major Frederick Griffiths was bora in 1768, and edu- 
cated at Eton, from whence he was removed to the Eoyal 
Military Academy ia 1783. He remained seven years 
in the Academy, — not that his progress was slow, bnt the 
promotion in the corps was so aJow that the candidates for 
commisaiona were neoeaaarily oblifted to wait manyyears. 
He served for aome years at Gibraltar, and was afterwards 
appointed to the C troop of Horse Artillery, in which he held 
consecntively the ranks pf lieutenant, second captain, and 
captain. At the time of tlie encampment in 1805, when 
the ling, George III., was present, C troop was quar- 
tered at >Veymouth, and waa noted for its discipline and 
efficiency; the captain of it not only being commended in 
the field by the king, but often honoured and compli- 
mented by ois majesty's sona, who, at that exciting period, 
took deep interest m miUtary operations. The troop 
Laving returned to head-quarters. Captain Griffiths re- 
ceived an appointment in the Hojal Arsenal. The expe- 
dition to "Walclieren induced him to resign the monotonous 
duties of the garrison (diversified as Ihey were by those of 
the carriage department) for the more glorious field of 
warfare, and he therefore valunleered his services to 
accompany his corps to Waickeren. Actively employed 
in the previous operations for the attack, he was sheeted 
for the command of the battery on the right bank of the 
Scheldt on the day before, and the morning of the sur- 
render of Plushing. This campaign having been brought 
'e » close, he returned to England and resumed his dnttes 
'iMBiatant inspector of the Eoyal Carriage Department. 
H the breaking out of the Luddite disturbances, he was 
"raed to take command of the northern district, and 
seeded to Weedon with, half a battalion of artiilery. 
a 1822 Colonel Griffiths returned to Woolwich, and the 
I SdOoynug year retired from the corps. He died at South- 
J anpton on the 19th October, 184G. In the " United 
r Service Magazine" for 184Q tbe foliowmg tribute is paid 
to Ilia memory : — " Colonel Griffiths was one who waa 
admired and esteemed for his scientific attainments, up- 
right and honourable conduct, thorough knowledge of all 
tlie duties of an artillerist (combining deep-searching theory 
•\n-ih that tonchatone of ability, practice! , tlitoo. ' 
period of his whole life, thus exhibitiag i^ c 
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an accomplished gentleman, energetic and zealous student, 
and right good soldier." 

Captain the Hon. William Gardner was the third son 
of Admiral Alan Gardner, and was bom on the 6th Oc- 
tober, 1774. He entered the Royal Artillery in 1793, and 
served in various parts of the world in garrison ; though 
it was never his fortune to appear before an enemy except 
at Walcheren. He was appomted colonel-commandant of 
the 10th battalion on its formation in 1846, and died a 
lieutenant-general at Bishopteignton in Devonshire, on the 
15th December, 1856. He married the third daughter of 
General Fyers, B..A., by whom he had several children. 
His eldest son is the present Colonel William Bethel 
Gardner, E.A. 

Captain Charles Younghusband died a major-general at 
the Isle of Man, on the 8th April, 1843. 

Captain Joseph D'Arcy served in the West Indies in 
1793 ,and in Sicily in 1806. On his return from Walcheren, 
he, in company with Captain Henry Stone, was sent on a 
special mission to Persia. Stone died there on the 7th 
Is ovember, 1812 ; but the services of D'Arcy in instructing 
the Persians in the science of artillery were so highly 
valued by the Shah, that he bestowed upon him the orders 
of the "Lion" and "Sun," and, with the consent of the 
English Government, retained him for five years in the 
service of his son. Prince Abbas Mirza. He died at 
Lymington on the 7th February, 1848, aged sixty-seven 
years. 

Captain Nathaniel Wilmot Oliver died a major-general, 
at Clifton, 11th January, 1854. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Ies3 in diiDgean na ia breach; 



Alike to Moi tfae war that calls 

Its Totaiies tu the nhatter'd walla ; 

The boon whirih falling lieraiia crave, 

A Boldier'a deitli, n. warrior's grave." — SoJIT.} 



THE CAMPAIGNS D* TUE PENINSULA, 1808-9. 



Ok the 12th May, 1808, a company of the Boyal Artillery, 
commanded by Captains T. S. Hughes and H, T. Fauquier, 
embarked at Gibraltar to form part of the division under 
General Brent Spencer, the deatination beiiig unknown. 
The same evening Captain Fanquier* was ordered to die- 
embark on aceonnt of^tke state of his health, and Captain 
Hughes became eo alarmed at the heavy responsibility 
upon him that reaaon foraook him, and he was placed under 
medical obaervation.t The command of the company was 
now entruBted to Captain W. Morrison, and the following 
day the expedition sailed. Many were the rumours aa to 
its destination ; the greater number of the troops believed 
they were for Egypt, until finding themselvea in the 
Atlantic, they were firmly persuaded ttiat South America 
waa to be the bl^do of their adventures. 

All the conjectures, however, were erroneous, for in a 

• Retired July 19, 1808. 
f DiedBt Qibralbu-six (Uys afterwanU (.Ub.3\¥>\ W^ui^ ^■n^oA- 
bimaelf tbioagh a window while in (lelmii\a oi fefci. 
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few hours they foond themselves attached to the blockad- 
ing force before Cadiz, and remained on board for a month, 
during which time fresh transports arrived with offioers 
and men of the B^yal Artillery, and the following diapc 
Bitions were made : — 

" H.M.S. A tlas, off Cadiz, 
11th Jane, 1808. 
'^General Obdeb. 

"Lieutenant-Colonel Bamsay* being arrived, he will 
assume the command of all the artillery. 

" Captain Lloyd is to act as adjutaiit, and Lieutenant 
Mitchell as quartermaster to the lEoyal Artillery. 

** One 6-pounder and one light howitzer will be attached 
to the first brigade, under the charge of Captain F. Smithf 
and Lieutenant Holloway;]; of the artillery. 

" One 6-pounder and one light howitzer will be attached 
to the second brigade, under Captain Morrison and Liea« 
tenant Johnstone. 

" One 6-pounder and one howitzer to the 6th regiment^ 
under Lieutenants A. Thomson§ and Leathes ; and one 
6-pounder and one howitzer to the reserve, imder Captain 
Cowley 1 1 and Lieutenant Festing. 

" The brigade of 12-pounders will be held in reserve." 

This force was landed in Cadiz, with the exception of 
the brigade under Captain Smith, which was stationed at 
Santa Maria. 

The victory gained over the French by Castanos at 
Baylen, rendered these troops unnecessary at Cadiz and 
accordingly they were re-embarked, and, with the exceptum 
of a portion of the Eoyal Artillery, which was ordered to 
return to the garrison of Gibraltar, joined the army under 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, which had arrived from England. 

To this army was attached 357 of the Boyal ijrtillery, 
under the command of Lieut.-Col. Bobe, the brigades being 
commanded by Major Yiney, Captains Gea^, Elliott,^ and 
Lawson ; Lieutenant Patten"** adjutant. They embarked 
at Cork on the 12th July, and arrived off the coast of 
Spain on the 20th, and landing at Figuieras, in Mondego 
Ba^, on the 1st August, they were joined by Spencer'^ 
division on the 5th. 

* Died at Canterbury, September 6, 1834 . 
t Died in London, Jane 22, 1837. 
t Died at Oibndtar, October 19, 1813. 
§ Died at Leith, July 5, 1828. 
// Betired 1812. 

f Died near HasUng^, kwgat^ 1^^ \%^^. 
** DM at Bmswor&i kixg;<xifc%*^>^^^^'^> 
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On tlie 9th AuRuat General Wellealey commeiicBd hia 
ch southward in the directiou of Lisbon, to encounter 
Dt, and came up with him on the 16th at Obidos, aad 
^le 17ch attacked Euhca, where De Lahorde'e divkion 
Bijnot's army was strongly posted. The artillery were 

jt Tery conapicnouBly engaged in this action. Coloael 

Bobe, having placed a battery in position, fired two Shrap- 
nel ahella upon a Tisible body of the enemy, to try the 

efifect, it being the first time they w ■" ~ ""*' — * 

Being quite satisfied ai '" '' " 

• Thia shell was an inTention of Colonel Shrapnel, of the Hoyal 
Artillery, who introduced it into the ssrriee about Uie jear 1804, 
■ad lecelTed. a, parlUmentnr; grant of 12002. perannnmfor the 
inieaUon, These sheila were cast and perfected b; tiunner John 
Eendorsou, uf the Eoyal Artillery, wha had, previooa to hia enliat- 
inant, been employed in the Carroa Iron Works. This man was at 
first unrewaided, almost onnoticed, uutil, aaslsted bj Dr. M'Cnilocii 
and uthers, he obtained Ms discharge, and an appdntment as master 
lonnder in the Kojal Araenal, with an allowance of 21, per diem. 
This be held tQl his dealt, which took place on the 18th October, 
18S6. General Shrapnel died on the 12th Mctfch, 1S42. Colonel 
Jlobe, in a letter to Colonel Shrapnel after the battle of Vimiera, 
saya — " Your shot ia the admiration of the nhale army. I shonld 
not do my duty to the service were I not to attribute out good 
fortmistoa good use of that weapon with which yon haie fnrniriiBd 
as. I told Sir ArthurWellealey I meant to write to you, and aaked 
if it might be with his concurrence. Hia answer vaa, ' Yon ma; 
Uy snytbing you please, you cannot say tuo much.' " Sir Arthur 
himBelf, in a letter dated October IStb, 1303, says—" I shaU have 
great pleasure iu teetifj'iug at any time the great faeneBt which the 
army lately under luy command derived fi'om the use of the spbe- 
rto^ case-shot in two actions with the enemy — a benefit which, I 
am convinced, will be enjoyed wherever they wiU be jadicioualj and 
BldlMly used." Of late years the case-shot of Senaral Shrapnel 
hw been greatly depreciated, especially in the Indian service ; the 
Doke of Wellington himself appears ti) have altered his opinion of 
tha invention before he died, fur in 1842 he declmed to recommend 
Uie &mily of the deceased general fur public favours. But, how- 
ever later improvemcnta may have caUECd the Shrapnel shell to 
be bghtly thought of, there is no doubt lliey rendered great 
aerriee iu the FeninsDla and elsewhere in the early part of the pre- 
sent ceutury. In 1812 Marmont, before the battle of Salamanca, 
being nearly struck by a spent musket-ball, denumded of his aide- 
de-camp " whether the fioglisb lines had not been reported abava 
B mile distant V To the answer that snch was the case the 
marshal rejoined, "How [then do you account for this musket- 
ball!" The phenomenon, although inexplicable at the time, Eaavd A 
became faniiliar to the French army, ■wlxo \e».ni»i Kiift. ^^'s- '^Id& I 
<to»iiirjio»er of SfintpQel's invention. 1 
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upon the enemy's guns, which were pouring a destmotiye 
fire of canister upon our attacking columns. These guns 
now turned their fire upon ours with round shot, and thus 
the infantry was relieved from the canister. 

A brigade of artillery being required in front of the 
attacking columns, a rush was at once made by two of the 
batteries disengaged to be first at the post of honour. 
Captain Geary's battery was, however, the first to crou 
the small stone bridge over the Columbeira, and the other 
at once retired. In a short time the top of the heights 
was reached by this battery, and the guns were prepared 
for action. The French skirmishers advanced to within 
sixty yards of the guns, and Geary having fired one gmi 
charged with canister, as he pointed the second said, "Til 

be properly into them this " time he would have added, 

but he raised his left hand half-way to his head and fell to 
the ground perfectly lifeless. A shot had passed throng 
his head, having entered half an inch above his left eye- 
brow. Captain Geary left a wife and five children, and 
had he not been ordered for active service he would have 
resigned his commission and settled down at his farm in 
the Isle of Wight, having 800^. a year private income. His 
body was rolled in a sheet and buried bv the officers of 
the artillery and engineers at eight o'clock the same evening, 
the funeral service being read by Lieutenant Patten. 

On the 21st August the British, who were strongly 

Eosted in and about the village of Yimiera, were attacked 
y the French under Junot, and here, as at Holica, they 
experienced a signal defeat. In this battle the artillery, 
though they did great service, did not have an officer killed 
or wounded. On one occasion the enemy's cavdrj wen 
about to turn our right flank, when they received a dis- 
charge of spherical case from the 9-pounder battery under 
Captain Elliott — they at once turned round and effected a . 
hasty retreat. 

A column of about 5000 grenadiers was at one time 

advancing upon our guns, covered by a swarm of Volti- 

geurs, who came to within twenty yards of the guns. The 

artillery kept up a most destructive fire with round ihoft 

and canister, and at every discharge a complete lane WM 

cut through the column from front to rear bv the round 

shot, whilst the canister was committing dreadful carnage 

on the foremost ranks. At this moment Colonel Bobe, 

turning to Captain Landman of the engineers, said* " If 

fiomethinf^ be not very quickly done, the enemy will in t 

few minutefi have our guu«, aud wo %\v»\\\^««\V^«.3Qnetad.'' 

Jjandwan then suggested ihatXie &\io\i\vi ox^«t ^x^\]^\ilM 
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and prepare for tie worst. " No ! no !" exclaimed the 
gallant Eobe, with scorn, " I'll neither leave my B;una nor 
my gunners ; I'll share the fate of niy brave dojb, be it 
what it may." The French column, however, did not reach 
oar gunahy about sixtyyards, for it was fired into, charged, 
and driven into the utmost disorder by the 50th regiment, 
who, when the broken column turned uud tied, chased tlicui 
for nearly 300 yardw. 

During the battle the divisions under Generals Acland 
and Anstrnther arrived from England ; with them were 
379 of the Koyal Artillery, amongst ivhom was Lieutenant 
William Bobe, the eldest son of the colonel. He arrived 
during the early part of the action, and remained by the 
Bide of his father tlie whole of the day, the old man de- 
claring his happiueas complete by having his son with him. 
He afterwards proved himself a good aoldicr, as will be 
seen in the course of the wort. 

Major- General Sir Harry Burrard was among the rein- 
forcements which lauded during the action, and at its 
close he relieved Sir Arthur Wellesley of the command of 
the army. 

This officer began his military career in the Boyal 
Artillery. He entered the Academy in April, 1768, and 
received his conomission as second lieutenant on the 17eh 
Jone, 1773. Four years afterwards he resigned his com- 
miasiou in the artillery, and was promoted into the 60th 
regiment. He died in 1815. 

Directly after the battle of Vimiera, Sir John Moore's 
army arrived from England, and disembarked at Maceira 
Bay, Great difficulty and some loss was sustained in 
getting on shore, an operation only effected by five days 
of incessant exertion on. the part of the navy ; the boats 
were constantly swamped by the surf, and not more than 
thirty remained fit for service at the conclusion. There 
were 7Vi men of the Eoyal Artillery with this division, 
under Colonel Harding, the brigades being under Captains 
Wilmot and Drummond. The artillery lost a number of 
men by the upsetting of the boats, and many who had 
landed perished in the attempt to save a drowning com- 
rade. 

Foremost in this enterprise of danger was a young 
Scotch gunner, in Captain Drunimond's company, of the 
name of McNeil. Three times be had returned to laud in 
safety, bearing at each return an exhausted comrade in his 
arms. Another boat upset in bounding through the dws;- 
gerons whirlpool. McJNeil heard W\e uvy oi iea^ivc ^tws 
the crew, and although his atrength wna a\j.\ii\ie5.Ns'5 W* 
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exertion, threw himself into the radng element, to return 
alas ! no more. The nohle fellow had grasped the arm o 
one of the imploring suppliants, when the prow of a ship*i 
launch, impelled by a heavy sea, struck him a fatal bloi 
upon the head. He sank, and towards evening the tidi 
left his inanimate body on the shore. It was interred 
the same night, the funeral service being read by one o 
his own officers. 

It was in October Sir John Moore commenced his mard 
from Lisbon into Spain, when he sent the whole of hi 
artillery (twenty-four pieces) by the Talavera road, unde 
an escort commanded oy Sir John Hope, taking one bat 
tery, under Captain WUmot, with himself, by Almeida, t 
try the roads, which were pronounced by the Portugue* 
to be impracticable for artillery. Sir John soon found 
however, that he had been misled, and being in grea 
anxiety for the safety of his guns, wrote to Sir John Hop 
as follows: — "The road we are now travelling is prac 
ticable for artillery; the brigade under Wilmot has al 
ready reached Guarda, and, as far as I have seen, tb 
road presents few obstacles, and those easDy surmounted 
this knowledge was, however, only acquired by our owi 
officers." He then instructed Hope to trust no longer t 
reports, but seek for himself a shorter route to Salamana 

On the 29th October Sir David Baird arrived at Corunn 
with a considerable reinforcement, and after some delay h 
advanced to meet Sir John Moore, leaving a portion of hi 
army at Corunna. 

There were 798 artillerymen with this division, unde 
Colonel Cookson,* including two troops of Horse Artiller 
under Captains Dowman and Eveleigh.f 

While these three armies were wandering about Spaii 
in the hopes of being speedily united, Buonaparte wa 
pouring troops into the country by thousands, and by th 
4th December he had defeated two Spanish armies am 

* Colonel George Cookson saw considerable service during ki 
long life. He served iu the Boyal Navy in the American war, i 
the alternate captures and defences of the West India Ulaadi 
1773-7. He obtained a commission as lieutenant in the Ei^ 
Artillery in 1778 ; in 1785 he commanded the detachment of tk 
artillery on the unhealthy shores of the Black River on the Spanii 
Main in South America for nine months. His other serviees i 
Holland, Egypt, Hanover, and Copenhagen have been recorded i 
the preceding chapters. He died a lieutenant-general at EAf» 
Sanrey, on the 12th August, 1837, aged seventy-five yean. 

f Died at the Isle of VJfig,ht, IHCa. Kyi^'^\%%\\^mg at ik 
time the senior officer of the Tef^Vmoat. 
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taken Madrid. He then prepared to drive the " English 
leopards" from tto PeninaiJa, Fortunately Moore and 
Sir John Hope met on the (itli Deeemher, and on the 
23rd they were joined by Eaird at Majorga. On the 
aamo day intelligence was received that 100,000 men, 
beaded hy Buonaparte himself, were in full march after 
them. Q?liere was no fuitber thought of advancing, but 
«f retreat, before the army was completely Burrounded. 
The weather was very Bevere, and the marehea long, and 
there 'were several skirmishes betwixt the British cavalrj 
and the horae of the French, and on every such occasion 
the British drove them back in confusion and with heavy 
loss. On the 39th December a dashicg affair took place 
between the two cavalries at Benevente, on which occasion 
the French general, Leffibvre, was taken prisoner. The 
PreiHih fled at full speed towards the river (Eala), the 
British following, sabieing the hindermost, until the 
French squadrons, without breaking their ranks, plunged 
into the stream and gained the opposite heights ; then, like 
_jXjierienoed soldiers, they wheeled and seemed inclined to 

jie forward a second time, hut when two guns of Down- 
iusn's troop opened upon them they retired. 

Six 3-pounderB were abandoned during the retreat. 
These guns were landed at Corunn a without the general's 
knowledge ; they never went beyond Tilla Franea, and 
not being horsed, they were thrown down the rocks when 
the troops quitted that town. 

It speaks well for the conduct of the artillery, that while 
2627 of the infantry and nine of the cavalry strayed away 
from the army durmg this retreat, not one artilleryman is 
reported to have absented himself from hia post.* 

£arly in January, 1809, a gun detachmeot attached to 
the rear-guard was overtaken by a small band of the 
X'rench cavalry. Seing some distance in rear of the main 
army, and well knowing that no mercy was to be ex- 
pected at Each a crisis, the non-commissioned officer in. 
charge commanded the men to "stand firm." The gun 
was instantly wheeled round to face the approachmg 
enemy, and though it contained nothing but a little dust 
■contracted on their ioumev, the non-commissioned office!" 
stood with a lighted matcli in his band as though well 
prepared to receive them. The ruse succeeded, for the 
Frenchmen instantly turned about and galloped away aa 
ifast as they eould, our own fellows as quickly limbem^ 



limbeni^ j 
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up their gun and hurrying towards their friends in 
front. 

While Napoleon was watching the rear-guard of the 
retreating army, on the 1st January, 1809, he received 
despatches which caused him at once to give up the pur- 
suit and return to France. Feeling confident, however, 
that the doom of the British army was fixed, he gave ihe 
command to Soult, who he conceived had nothing to do 
but conquer them. 

The torrents of rain, the heavy falls of snow, the roads 
rough withrocks or deep with mud, together with the scarcity 
of provisions, rendered the retreat very miserable at this 
penod, and caused much disorder in the British army. 

On the 2nd, detachments of the hostile armies met and 
engaged at Villa Franca. Captain Garthew's battery 
rendered effectual service in this action, severely handling 
and eventually staying the progress of a French column. 

During these operations a young officer of the artillery. 
Lieutenant Henry Mussenden Leathes, was wounded. 
His wound was not of a serious nature, nor were his sub- 
seauent services at Waterloo, &c., of a character which 
calls for a special notice, but he has within a few days 
passed from among us, and with him his well-known 

''Words of friendship, comfort, and assistance." 

Descended from the distinguished family of Mussenden 
(which includes Sir William de Mussenden, Grand Ad- 
miral of England, and the founder of Missenden Abbey) 
in 1848, having some time previously retired from the 
army, he succeeded to the family estates in Sufiblk. He 
at once became conspicuous in his efforts to do good : his 
kindness of heart and unbounded charity made him 
universally respected, and in 1863 the Emperor of the 
French sent to him the gold medal of honour in apprecia- 
tion of the services he had so long rendered humanity. 

He died at Lowestoft on the 16th December, 1864. 

On the 13th January the army came in sight of Corunna 
and the sea, but great was their consternation not to see 
the transports in the bay. Sir John, however, Quartered 
his troops in Corunna, and determined to defend it man- 
fully till the transports could get up from Vigo, where 
they were detained by contrary winds. Here was found 
abundance of arms and ammunition, so much that, for fear 
it should fall into the hands of the enemy, care was taken 
to destroy it. A party under Colonel Cookson, Boyal Ar- 
tillery, blew up two magazines containing twelve thousand 
barrels of gunpowder, producing a eon.c^usiouVNi'^X. ^Scks^V 



TB& OAUPAIOKS IS THE PEVHTSUT-A. 137 

tbp town like an eartiiquake. On the following day, the 
14th, tbe transports hove in si^lit, and the siclCitlie horaea, 
and baggage were at once embarked, tbe arm; meanwhile 
preparing for & fight, for Soult vraa now close upon the 
town. Fifty pieces of artillery were embarked, and there 
were onlv nme guna kept on shore for action. These were 
commanded by Captains Beane, Drummond, Wilmot, 
and Carthew. The nature of the ground prevented any 
movement of the artillery on either side, hence tbo 
French columns in their attacks were exposed to a fire of 
grape, which they could not return beeause of the distance 
of tbeir batteries. 

That the French were beaten. Sir Jolm Moore killed, 
and the army embarked during the night of the 14th sud 
morning of 15th, are facts well known by every reader of 
history. 

When rest succeeded to toil, the effect of the over- 
esertion during the retreat told fcarfolly on the army, and 
on no portion so much as lie artillery. Lieutenant Georgo 
Wilson died tbe day be embarked (13th January), Cap- 
tain Bomer (16th) and Captain Carthew (22nd) died while 
on the passage, and Lieutenant George Lcur died on 
board the Norg^ directly after her arrival at Plymouth 
on the 24th. The commander of the artillery, Lieut.- 
Colonel Harding, never recovered from the iE effects of 
this campaign, but lingered on, doing little or no duty, at 
Woolwich until bis death, which took place on the following 
18tb of June. 

" Norge, captured from tba Danea at Copenhagen, muck used 
for the coDTeyaDce of troops faj the British armj duriog the war. 
TpA Major Mueto'h companj to America in 1314. 
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CHAPTEE Vni. 

*^ Three hosts combine to o£fer sacrifice ; 
Three tongues prefer strange orisons on high ; 
Three gaudy standards flout the pale blue skies ; 
The shouts are France, Spain, Albion, Victory 1" — ^Btboh. 



THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA (CONTINUED), 

1809—1812. 

OFFICERS OOMMANDINO THfl ROTAL ARTILLERT IN THE PEHISSULA— 

SIR EDWARD HOWARTH — PASSAGE OF THE DOURO BATTLE OF 

TALAYERA — CAPTAIN TAYLOR — ARRIVAL OF ROSS'S TROOP — 
BATTLE OF BUSAOO— INCREASE OF HORSE ARTILLERT — CAPTAIX 
' BULL — SKIRMISHES, ETC. — BATTLE OF FUENTES D*ONOR — GALLAIT 
CONDUCT OF NORltAN RAMSAT AND HIS TROOP — 8IEOB8 OF 
OLIYENCA AND BADAJOZ — BATTLE OF ALBUERA — 8E00ND SIIOE OF 
BADAJOZ — REINFORCEMENTS TO THE ARTILLERT — SIEOS OF 
CIUDAD RODRIOO — THIRD SIEOE, AND CAPTURE OF BADAJOS — 
MAJOR DICKSON — ALMAREZ — SIEGE OF FORTS, AND BATTLE OF 
SALAMANCA — RIBERA — MAJALAHONDA — ENTRY INTO MADRID — 
SIEGE OF BURGOS — CHANGES IN THE ARTILLERY — SIR AUOUfllTS 
FRAZER — OPERATIONS ON THE SOUTH-EAST COAST OF 8PAIH. 

In the meantime another expedition was prepared in 
England, and placed under the command of Major-G^enend 
Sherbrooke. It sailed from lUimsgate on the 10th Jantuurj, 
1809, and after encountering a series of contrary winds and 
tempestuous weather, proceeded direct for Cadiz, in the 
hope of securing that important seaport. The Spaniards 
refusing admitt^ce to the British force, the latter imme- 
diately proceeded to the Tagus, and the defence of Portugal 
then became the primary object of Great Britain. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley arrived at Lisbon on the 22nd 
April as commander-in-chief of the combined British and 
Portuguese armies ; Sir J. Craddock having the command 
of the British, and General Beresford of the Portuguese 
forces. Some of the British artillery were attached to 
Beresford 's army, of which Captain Alexander DickscD 
had the command, as well as of the Portuguese artillery) 
in which service he was nominated lieutenant-coloneL 
The Boyal Artillery of theBri^Ai^^xm^ ^«a ^las&s&dfli 
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by BnEadier- General Hoivartli,* Colonel !Robe,t Lieut.- 
Colfl. FramingJiamJ and Fisher.f The latter remained at 
Liaboo, not only aa commimdinK officer of the artillery in 
that garrison, hut in charge of all th.o ordnance stores, 
wLich it was hia duty to forward to the army as required. 

Sir A. WeUealey had hardly arrived in Portugal when 
a. forward movement was decided on. The array, amount- 
ing to 25,000 men, was concentrated at Coimbra, where it 
was reviewed by Sir Arthur on the 2nd May. 

On the 12th May the Douro was crossed and the 
TVciJch driven out of Oporto. Three guns, under Captain 
Taylor, E.A., attached to General Murray's division, swept 
a portion of the French position, and contributed in no 
email degree to the success of the passage of the river. 

The British were very deficient of field artillery at the 
battle of Talavera (27th and 28th July), as neither horses 
norraules could be procured to draw thegana.§ Brigadier- 
General Howarth, however, made the best poBsible dis- 
position of the artillery under his command. Ten guns 
were placed in a battery on the right of the position, two 
brigades were with General Hill on the left, and others 
were distributed on the most favourable points along the 
line. This force of artillery was composed of English, 
Spanish, and Portuguese batterieg. 

There were not more than three British batteries en- 

SBged ; they were commanded by Captains Campbell, {] 
[ay,*[ and Baynea.** The latter received a severe wound 
in the head, and another officer of the Koyal Artillery, 
, Captain John Taylor, was bo severely wounded that ho 
was unable to be removed from Talavera, and consequently 
fell into the hands of the French when they took possession 
of that place ailer the disgraeefol retreat of Caesta and 
the Spaniards on the 3rd August. Marshal Victor, the 
rrencn commander, behaved, however, with the utmost . 



* Afterwards Lieut. -Genoml Sir Edward Howirth, K.C.E. 
Died al Baasteod, nenj- Bpsom, March 6, 1827. 
■}■ See chapter x. 

t AftfiTwards Major-Ganscal Sir Hoylat Framingham, K.C.B. 
Died at Cheltenham, Ma; 10, 1820, aged fiftj-six. 

% " The English gnna were few, and of small calibre." — NapieB. 

U The h>te Geaeral Fatdck Camplwll. Died September, 1857. 

II The late Major-General Sir John May, K.C.B. This officer 
took part in the whole of the Peninsular campaigns from Janaary, 
1809. to June, 1814, and served the greater part of the time as 
a, staff-officer— fiist aa brigade- moj or, and afltrWHrda aa adjutant- 
general of ite iirtillerj. He diedmljQn.aL!.n,lSB,^ S,,\%>t1. 

" The late Colonel Henry BajneE, ^.U, ■£i\ai\'SjWi. , 
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humanity and kindness to the wounded British, and* 
among others, Captain Taylor recovered, and was sent to 
France, where he remained a prisoner till the end of the 
war.* Lieutenant Henry Wyatt was the only artillery 
officer killed. 

On the morning after the battle, a division under Greneral 
Crawford reached the army, accompanied hj Ross'sf 
troop of Horse Artillery, after a march of sixty-three 
miles, accomplished in twenty-six hours, in the hott^t 
weather. 

The French overran nearly the whole of Spain during; 
the autumn and winter of 1809, and in the sprmg of 1810 
made preparations to invade Portugal and drive the English 
into tne sea. 

In June Massena laid siege to Ciudad E/odrigo (occu- 
pied by the Portuguese), and compelled it to surrender on 
the 10th July. He then advanced to Almeida, and in so 
doing came in contact with Crawford's division of the 
British army on the banks of the Coa. An engagement 
took place, but Crawford was overpowered and compelled 
to retire. Captain E/Oss's troop was for some time engaged 
with the guns attached to the enemy's cavalry, which were 
of much larger calibre, and as the infantry retired they 
were eflfectually covered by Ross's guns. 

This was on the 24th July, and the French advanced to 
besiege Almeida, which they captured on the 27th August. 
There was now no further obstacle to their advance, and 
on the 16th September, Massena, having been considerably 
reinforced, commenced his march towards the British army, 
which he found strongly posted on the heights of Busaco. 
The whole French army halted in front of the British 
position on the 26th September, and on the following 
morning, at daybreak, they moved on to the attack. 
Brigadier-General Howarth commanded the artillery in 
this battle, during which the whole of the batteries main* 
tained a heavy and incessant cannonade. 

* Captain (aftei'wards Major) Taylor was born at Carlanstown 
House, Westmeath, in March, 1779. He received a commission in 
the Boyal Irish Artillery in 1799, and in 1801 was incorponled 
into the Royal Artillery. He served three years in the WesI 
Indies, and afterwards accompanied Sir John Moore to Sweden 
and Spain, and took part in the Corunna campaign. He died 
suddenly, of apoplexy, as he was returning from the mess to his 
residence on Woolwich Common, and was found in a sitting poei* 
tion, life being quite extinct, on the morning of January 2, 1S30. 
f The present General Sit Hew \>. ^«&, Qi.G.B. 
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iat portion of the corps described bj tibe poet hi 



was reinforced by two troopa under Captains Bull* and 
Lefebure.t which, with some additional brigades of field 
artillery, took part in this action. 

The liattle WM begun by two gunsnnder Captain Lane,J 
which were ordered up with the 88th regiment to meet 
the advaneing enemy, wiiile the Portuguese battery, under 
the German major Areiitschild, casaed at a trot towards 
the St. Antonio pass, in front of the 74th regiment. 

The troops of Horse Artillery rendered great Berviee, 
detachments moving about with the infantry to all the 
desirable points. A portion of Eoss's troop, under Lieu- 
tenant Macdonalcl,^ plated sharply npon Marchand's 
column in the pine wood, from which it was soon after- 
wards driven by tlie Guards. After an hour's fmitlesa 
effort, the French withdrew, and the roar of battle ceaaed. 

WellinRton now withdrew his troops to the strongly 
fortified linps of Torres Vedras, and was followed by 
Maaaena, who no aoounr witneased tjie impregnable de- 
fences which sheltered the English, than he m turn retired 
towards the frontiers of Portugal, followed by portions of 
the British army, who greatly harassed hia troopa, render- 
ing their retreat a most difficult and unpleasant operation. 

On the 11th March, 1811, the army having advanced, 
overtook tlie enemy at Pombal, when a smart skirmiah 
ensued, and the French were driven out of the town. At 
Eedinha, on the following daj', they made a daring stand, 
bat at last were obliged to retire. 

Excepting a small skirmish at Casel Nova, the hostile 

■ Captain |ufterwards LienC. -Colonel) Robert Bull was bom at 
Stafford on March 3, 1778. He entered the Royal Artillerj in 
179i, and served as lienteaant in the West Indies in the cam- 
inigus of 1796-9S, dnnng which he was nine times engaged in 
(lie island of 8t. Domiago. He cummauded the I troop of 
Horse Artillery in the Penlnauio, until oompeUed, from the 
savority of iiia wonnda, to cetom to Kngland. He afterwards dis- 
tinguidied himself at the battle of Waterloo {see chap. jdL). Hia 
death Cook plHC« at fiatb, April IT, 1836. 

t Died at Madrid, October 23, 1812. 

J Was compelled to leave the regiment on acconut of the effects 
prodncad apou him by a annstroke. 

jg The late Majur-Ueneral Alesander Maidonuld (iuniQt\ ■li»4*.'(, 
Aii-la-Chapelle, May 31, 185S. 
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armies did not again engage until the 15th March, when 
the French were vigorously driven from a strong position 
at Foz d'Arouce. In all these actions the troops of Horse 
Artillery rendered most important seiVioe. 

Captain Eoss was twice wounded — at Kedinha on the 
12th, and at Foz d'Arouce on the 15th. 

On the 3rd April, the enemy being defeated at Sabogal, 
on the Coa, were driven out of Portu^sd. Massena now re- 
tired on Salamanca, and after restormg order among his 
troops and receiving reinforcements from France, he 
again advanced towards Portugal. On the 3rd May he 
came up with and attacked our troops stationed in the 
village of Fuentes d*Onor, and on the 5th, both armies 
being fully drawn up, a severe battle took place in and 
about the same village. 

It was- on this day that an officer of the Boyal Artillery 
attracted the attention of the whole army and elicited the 
admiration of the world. This was William Norman 
Hunsay, the second captain of Bull's troop, an officer alike 
distinguished for his kindly disposition and gentlemanly 
qualities as for his bravery and sJdll as a soldier. 

The conduct of Bull's troop throughout the action wu 
admirable. Nothing could exceed the skill and boldne» 
with which it was manoeuvred; but while covering the 
infantry (temporarily thrown into confusion by the cavalry 
passing through the intervals) it was surrounded and cift 
off by the French cavalry. 

Guns thus dealt with are almost always lost, and conse- 
quently the army ceased to think of Kamsay and his men, 
except as nrisoners. Presently, however, a great commo- 
tion was observed among the French squadrons ; men and 
officers closed in confusion towards one point, where a 
thick dust was rising, and where loud cries and the 
sparkling of blades and flashing of pistols indicated some 
extraordinary occurrence. The spectators gazed with 
intense interest. 

Suddenly the multitude was violently agitated; an 
English shout arose, the mass was rent asunder, and 
Norman Kamsay burst forth at the head of his batteiT. 
his horses breathing fire and stretching like greyhounds 
across the plain, his guns bounding like things of no 
weight, and the mounted gunners, in close and compact 
order, covering the rear. 

The escape of Ifamsay's guns is wholly without a 
parallel in the annals of modern warfare. The French came 
on at a rapid pace, but m \>a^ OT^et,^\i^'^«t^ shacked 
bjr diti'ercni squadrons na llicy cwn^i \x\^. ^wsa^-^ ^^^^£8k 
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followed by the French, chaascurs, and the aiimber of 
chasBeuTB and hussars of the French appeared to be mnoli 
greater than that of any thin;; oppoeiug them. The British,. 
Eowever, formed whilst the Freneh aeeraed to be galloping 
about in detached parties, and immodiatelj charged ana 
drove them baclc. Later in the day a squadron of French 
hussars chuged and biolie a pieltet of the guards, bat 
Captain Thompson's* battery immediately opened on them 
with grape, and forced them back. 

For a considerflbie time the attention of the army was 
occupied in observing the practice of the French artillery 
and Captain Thompson's brigade, and it was admirable on 
both sides. 

After this battle the French retired beyond the Agueda^ 
and steps were taken by the British to secure a capture of 
Almeida. 

While Wellington's army was thus engaged, another 
army, under General Bereeford, was reducing the fortresses 
taken by the French in 1810. The artillery of this armj 
waa commanded by Major Dickson, who had under him 
Captain Lefebure's troop of Horse Artillery, six compaaieB. 
of the Eoyal Artillery (under Major Hawker),+ three 
troops and twenty-eight batteries of foreign artillery. 

On the ITth March this army advanced towards the 
enemy, who occupied a position at Campo Mayor, and 
came up with him on the 25th. A slight skirmish ensued, 
and the enemy retreated and were pursued by our cavalry 
to Badajoz. 

On the 11th April a portion of Beresford's army, under 
General Cole, sat down before Olivenca, and on the loth 
the batteries opened and efl'ectcd a breach, when the 
goveroor made an unconditional surrender of the town. 

"I am free to say (writes Beresford) that it baa been 
principally owing to the exertions of Captain Squire,JS..E., 
and those of Major Dickson, that 1 am indebted for the 
speedy surrender of this place." 

Active operations were immediately commenced against 
Bkd^osi. The place was completely invested on the 
8th May, and a breaching battery opened against Fort 
St. Chnatoval on tho 11th. This battery waa manned by 

* Ibjor George Tliompsoti. Died at Gneruaej, November 26, 1814. 

+ The late Colonel James Hawker, C.B. Died at Woolwich, 
Dotober 12, 1S2T. 

:(, This officBT received his first commiasian in the firr)tl kiliiCL- 
ttrj, Bod was proinated into the E^a^al ^^ut^a \a Vl'n . "^ 
d!ed in Bptia belore the oonalu^on ei the "vwi . 
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Portuguese artillerymen, who were raw and inexperie 
and the guns, which were brass, were soon injured b; 
frequent firing. The fire of the fort was yigoroue 
well-directed; and the consequence was, that in tiie o 
of a few hours the whole of the guns in the battery- 
rendered unserviceable. 

Fresh guns were then ordered up, but Beresford he 
of the advance of Soult, relinquished the further pro 
tion of the siege, and advanced towards him. 

The hostile armies met at Albuera on the 16th ! 
A furious battle ensued, which terminated in favour o 
allies. The loss, however, was very severe on all s 
The artillery, which was most importantly posted and ] 
engaged, was commanded by Major Hartmann, of 
King's German Legion ; the British oatteries being dire 
by Major Hawker, and the Portuguese by Major Did 

The first artillery to come into action were Dicki 
Portuguese guns, which, opening irom a rising gr< 
above the village, ploughed Goudinot's column. The 
of the troop of Horse Artillery, under Captain Lefel 
enabled Lumley to check the advance of the enei 
cavab^ at a most critical part of the battle ; and the Br 
batteries under Hartmann coming into action, they engi 
those of the enemy at half-range, showers of grape b 
discharged on both sides, causing enormous losses. 
of our guns were at one time in the enemy's poi 
sion, but they were recaptured by the Fusiliers ui 
Cole. 

The celebrated Polish Lancers made a furious eh] 
on Cleeves's* German battery. Cleeves gave the v 
•* Fire " when they were within fifty yards of the g 
Many saddles were of course emptied, but the charge 
not preven^d ; the enemy rushing right between the j 
and sabreing so many gunners and horses, that as thej 
tired Cleeves could only man two guns with which to 
into them. This was the only occasion on which 
renowned body of cavalry ever appeared before the Bri 
army. 

Lefebure's troop distinguished itself at Usagre a 
days after the battle, it having been sent with the cav; 
in pursuit of the enemy, who were retreating towi 
Seville. " Cette position est rendue encore plus criti 
par Tartillerie Anglaise, tirant a mitraille sur nos reginc 

* Major Cleeves died at Selby, June 8, 1830, being at the ' 
on bia way to Hanover, "whence he YitA CQim,t \a N\&v\i Vy& Mend 
thJB country. 
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flgglomerSa en avnnt de ce defile," said Latoiir Maubonrg, 
, MO coramanded tiie enemy on tliia occasion. Tliere is no 
~ rabt that whatever bravery and skill could accompllBli 

a done hy Captain Lefebure's troop on this as on every 
..ler occaaion, but as tliis troop vraa the whole amount of 
iftt arm which the British had at Usagre, we cannot be- 
eve but Latour must hare had a larger Artillery force, aa 
he had three brigades of cavalry ; he conld not have left 
hiniself BO unprovided with artillery aa to be bullied by 
five light S-pounders and a light howitzer. 

A junction was now effected by the armiea of Welling- 
ton and Beresford, and Eadajoz was laid aiege to for the 
second time on the 30th May. 

Lieut.-Colonel rramingbatn commanded the artillery ; 
the direction of the aiege, however, was confided by Lord 
Wellington to Major Dieksoa. 

The Horse Artillery, which formed part of the covering 
army, was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Downman.* 

The service of the batteries was performed bj detach- 
ments of the Portuguese artillery, aided by Captam EayoB- 
ford'af company of Koyat Artillery, who were indefatigable, 
aome of them never quitting the batteriea. Lieutenant 
Edmund Hawker, a young man of much promise, who had 
distinguished himself by his zeal in the batteries, was killed 
on the morning of the 6th June. 

On the loth Lord Wellington received intelligence that 
Sonlt and Marmontwere about to unite their forces and 
advance against him. He therefore promptly determined 
on converting the siege of Budajoz into a blockade, and on 
the night of the I2th the last ot the guns and stores were 
withdrawn to Elvas, without molestation from the gar- 

The troops now went into cantonments in the villages of 
Aldea, El Boden, &c., but in September they were con- 
centrated about Ciudad Eodrigo. 

The troops of Horse Artillery having proved of such 
service, a fourth, under Captain Alexander Maedonald,J 
was sent to the Peninsula, and joined the army about this 
lime. Additional field batteriea also arrived at Lisbon, 
some of which joined the army. These were commanded 

• TtB late Sir Thomas Downman, K.CB. Died at Woelwioh, 
August 10, 1352, agevl seven ly-niue. 

+ Captain H. T, Kaynafuni. Reaieaed NovemlreT 11, 1811. 

t Tbe late Major-lleaena Mex. Macdonald, C.li. Died al 
Leamington, ISaj 21, ISJO, 
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by Major Joseph Camcross,* Captains Eobert Macdonald^f 
E/obert Douglas, and Stewart Maxwell.}; 

An action was fought at El Boden on the 25ih Sep- 
tember, and the village of Aldea de Ponte was attacked 
by the enemy on the 27th. The Portuguese artillery under 
Major Arentschild was severely handled by the French on 
the former occasion, but they behaved nobly, those who 
were not cut down at the guns returning to them as BO<m ai 
the enemy retired. Detachments of the Eoyal Horse Artil* 
lery were in action at Aldea de Ponte. Lieutenant Duda 
received a musket-ball in his groin during this engaeemeait» 
and it remained unextracted till the day of his deaw, 24tk 
JiUy, 18^3. 

The campaign of 1811 closed with some smart afiain 
between HiU's division and the enemy, the former being 
victorious on all occasions. Major Hawker's battery wai 
distinguished throughout these operations. 

The campaign of 1812 opened with the siege of Giudad 
Hodrigo, wnich was invested on the 6th January. Hen 
the whole of the Eoyal Artillery § were engaged ; the negi 
companies in the batteries and tne troops and field brigadfli 
with the covering army. 

The corps was commanded on this occasion by Mjjor- 
Greneral Borthwick,|| the direction of the siege being en- 
trusted to Major Dickson. The companies which serrad 
in the batteries were commanded by Captains Holoombe»f 
Power,** Dynely,tt and Dundas. JJ The field artilksy 
was commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Downman. 

* See chapter v. 

t Died at Inchkenneth, Argyleshire, November 10, 1856, md 
eighty* 

X Died at Paris, June 17, 1824, having been ten years on dA 
leave. 

§ That is, the whole of the artillery with the army. ThM 
were, of course, companies in garrison at Cadiz, Lisbon, &c. 
ii Died at Margate, July 28, 1820. 

1 The life of this gallant officer, distinguished in after yean ftr 
his attachment to and zeal for the service of. his Great C^ptaii^ 
the Kbg of kings, was published a few years ago under the tith 
of '* The Change.*' The son of a mbister in the West of Sbf 
land ; he was bom in 1781, and died at Edinburgh, Mareki 
1847. 

*♦ The late General Sir William G. Power, K.C.B., ooIomI* 
oommandant of the 10th brigade. Died at Shanklin, Isle of WigH 
January 23, 1863, aged eighty-one. 

ff The late Lieut. -General Thomas Dynely, C. B. Died in 
June 21, 1860. 

::^ The late Major-GenftT«\ '^VVliiam Ti^jjiA^, wi ^SS^wi ^ 
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The rapid eseeution produced by tlio well-directed fire 
kept up from our batteries afforded the best proof of tlie 
merits of the offlcera and men of the Eoyal Artillery, while 
their sufferings are a sufficient teatimonj to tko manner 
" were exposed and the diffieultiea onder which they 
o perform their duties. Major-General Borthwiek, 
Captains Power, Dynely, and Dundas were all severely 
wounded, and the loss in artillerymen was very severe. 
On the l!)th January the fortress was assaulted and cap- 
tured ; and aa soon as it was gairiaoued and supplied with 
stores and provisions, ^^''ellington planned his arrange- 
ments for the reduction of Badajoz. 

He had artillery sent out to sea from Lisbon, as for some 
distant expedition-, and then secretly carried in amall boats 
" pthe Setubal, to Alcocor de Sol, and thence by land to 
- bioz. The infantry arrived before the place on the 
h March, and it was invested on the same day. 
[ajor Dickson conducted the details of the artillery 
rice, as well as upon former occasions, under the genertd 
Brintendence of Colonel Framingham, Major-General 
^ tkwick having been obliged to quit the army through 
psnfferiiig caused by his wounds. 
^e aame corapaniea served in the batteries, with the 
''^on of Captain Grardiner'a, and some Portuguese com- 
_jea under Major Tulioh, Lieutenants C, C. Mitchell*' 
S T. Cox+ of the Royal Artillery. 

Vftetestraordinary exertions several batteries were com- 
. ted, which, on the 25th March, opened on Fort Piourina, 
e enemy's advance-work. The fort having been much 
'pired by onr fire, Wellington deemed it advisable to 

gatilt it the aame evening ; accordingly, after dark, SOU 

men of the third division moved forward to the attack. 
A short but violent contest ensued, and the work was in 
possession of the British. The reserve was led to the 
support of the assaulting party by Captain Power, S.A., 
to whom the commandant of the iort surrendered. 

By the capture of Piouriua the besiegers were enabled 
to establish their second parallel with little loss, and on 

!cienti£c attiuninents, and his inventions and im- 

[Qnnery, &o. Died nt Edinhureh, Augnst 8, 18SB. 

' See chapter x. 

^ i" Lieutenant Cox eerved aa captain of a, Portngaeee battery 

n this iimtt till the end of the vai, having previous!; Barred 

b the Bojal Artillerj dnring the Comnna campBign. He re- 

i with the Portuguese army till 13] 0, aad returning hems, 

e adjatant of the King's Cnontj M^^as., nXu^iimf.'OtM^ %^ 

W^mtment till Oeceinbei, ISM, 
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the night of the 26th tw^o breaching batteries opened fire 
within 300 j&rda of the place. Lieutenant John J . Connelt 
B.A., was killed on the 28th. 

About six o'clock on the morning of the Slst March, aa 
advanced battery (known as No. 7), armed with twelve 24* 
pounders, commenced its tremendous fire aeainst the 
defences of Badajoz. The enemy answered with shot and 
shell so effectually as to explode the magazine three hours 
afterwards, and by noon a considerable part of the battery 
was in ruins. An officer who took an active part in this 
siege, and afterwards in the assault, in making mention of 
this battery, says — " I was proceeding in the trenches and 
met two artillerymen carrying in a blanket a wounded 
gunner from No. 7 battery, the left side of whose head 
had been struck by a cannon-ball, and his brains, in the 
imbroken membrane (like a bag), hung on lus shoulder. 
<I remonstrated on the uselessness of dragging this poor 
expiring man to the camp, the half of his head having oeeii 
shot awav. They laid him down to rest, and at that 
moment ne expired; and judging that the men had no 
objection to be employed out of the battery, I reoooh 
mended them to bury their comrade on the spot and 
return immediately to the battery, where they were modi 
required. Soon after I met some more artillerymen ooB* 
veying (also in a blanket) from the same battery an artil^ 
lery officer. Captain Dundas, very severely wounded : he 
was a heavy man, and his left arm dreadfully shatteredt 
the shirt and coat torn to rags, his arm was bent over the 
side, and the weight of his body swagged to the groond. 
I stopped to assist in putting him into a better poeifcioiw 
and laid his left arm straight by his side :* his left tUgh 
was also dislocated, and his hip-bone broken. I thea 
passed to the battery as a spectator; it was indeed lE 
ruins ; the embrasures and buttresses, and nearly all the 
parapet, were demolished and open to the town. Tkt 
embrasures were repaired, and the bombardment cob* 
tinned vehemently ; the enemy also threw some shot and 
shells in rapid succession." 

Under such circumstances as these did the artillery nobly 
perform their duty at Badajoz. By the Gth April there were 
three breaches open, and orders were given to stomt 
Captain William Latham was killed on this day, and the 
loss in artillery was very great. 

After a desperate struggle, during which some 2000 
men were killed, our infantry obtained possession of Bada- 

* It was after waiOia wnpM\.u.\A^. 
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joz , which wBB at once put in a Btata of defence hy Lord 
■Wellington. 

The commander-in-Fhief had on all occaaiona exhibited 
t, predispoaition in favour of Major Dickson, E.A., and at 
the eonclnsion of thia siege he brought hint prominentlj 
to the notice of the Government by the folloiving paaaage 
in Itia deapa.tch : — 

" Adverting to the extent of tlio detaiU of the ordnance 
department during this siege, to the difficulties of the 
weather, &a., ivith which Major Dickson had to contend, 
I nraet mention him most particularly to your lordship."' 
And in a letter to Colonel Torrena, the mihtory flecretary, 
he sayH ; " I likewise wiah again to draw the uotJce of his 
BoyalHighneest to Major Dickaon. I am certain that there 
is not an officer in lliis army who will not admit that he 
deeerrea any favour which can be conferred upon, him." 

Lieutenant Daniel Sourcliier,^ B.A., was also mentioned 
by Wellington, aa well as the captains of companies. 

An army under Sir It. Hilt waa now despatched to 
effect the destruction of the enemy's worka at Almarez, 
wliich was accomphebed after a sharp struggle on the 19tti 
May. A brigade of 24-poundors, a company of the Uoyal 
ArtiUery, and a company of Portuguese artillery, under 
the command of Dicicaon (now lieut.-colonel), were at- 
tached to this force. Circnmatanoes did not permit the 
inns to be brought into play, but the esertion of the corps 
daring the attack and destruBtion. of the place was un- 
wearied. 

Welhagton. now advanced on Salamanca. The army 
crossed the Tormca on the 17th June by the forda above 
and below Salamanca, and preparationa were immediately 
made for the reduction of the forta. On the 19tii Sir b. 
Cotton ordered Roas to turn hia batteir of 6-ponnderfl 
upon a group of French ofBcera. At the first shot the 
enemy aeemed surprised, and at the second their gunners 
ran to their pieces, and in a few minutea a reply from eight 
12-poundera showed the folly of provoking a uaelesa com- 
bat, later in the day the guns in battery, commanded by 
Lieut. -Colonel Hay, Il.A., opened jlre. 

Unfortunately the ammunition became exhausted before 
the breach was rendered practicable, and an attempt was 
nude to escalade the forta, which, however, was unauc- 

* The Earl of Livergionl, prime- minister. 
f The Daka of York, commsnder-in -chief. 
J Retired (mnjor oa ialf-paj) 182B ; iKeiI at OnVan, Q-SdoB'l.'l., 
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cessfiil. Captain S. P. Elige, E.A., was killed on this 
day, and Captain Dynelj received a wound in the face. 

A cavalry skirmish took place on the 20th, and Ball's 
troop was ably manceuvred. A few days after, the defi- 
ciency in ammunition being supplied, a spirited cannonade 
was commenced. 

On the 27th the largest fort» St. Vincente, was in flames, 
and preparations were at once made for an assault. The 
smaller forts were soon carried, and the governor of St. 
Vincente surrendered. About 700 men were made pri- 
soners, the works were blown up, and the captured guns 
and stores given to the Spaniards. 

Wellington and Marmont kept cautiously mano&ayring 
and watcning each other's motions, with the hope of 
advantageously making an attack. Never upon any former 
occasion were, and scarcely ever since have been made 
such incessant movements of one army in the face of 
another for so long a period without a decided attack. It 
was not till the 22nd July that a general action took 
place, the battle of Salamanca, the consequences <^ 
which were very great. 

The whole of the troops and batteries, under Lieut- 
Colonel Framingham, were engaged more or less during 
this eventful day; the battery under Captain Douglas, 
however, rendered most effective service, silencing the 
French guns, which were pouring a most destructive file 
on our advancing columns. 

A few days after the battle of Salamanca the troop of 
Horse Artiflery under Captains Lefebure and Whinyatcs* 
(which was on the Tagus with Hill's force) distinguished 
itself in a brilliant a&ir, resulting in the total defeat of 
the French cavalry at Eibera. Major-General Long,idio 
commanded, spoke in the highest terms of all the troops 
under his command, particularly the Horse Artillery, woo 
displayed great activity in their movements and precisioii 
in their fire, by whicn the enemy sufiered consideraUr. 
Our loss was only one man killed and seven woundea; 
whereas the enemy had thirty men and a great many 
horses killed, eleven men and above thirty horses taken. 

Marmont having been wounded, the command of die 
French army devolved on General Clausel, who, after the 
defeat at Salamanca, retreated to Burgos. Wellingtflii» 
therefore, marched his troops against the army commanded 
by Joseph Buonaparte. 

* The present General Sir E. C. Vi\\\ix^«k\Aft, ^\QViftV^o\nmaiidant 
of the B brigade of Horae ArtiUeiy. 
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On the lOtli August an engagement took place witU a 
body of the enemy's cavalry, whicii had heen sent forward 
to watch the motLons of the alUes. This force was drivea 
in in the morning by Brigadier-General DTrbaa, who 
zaoved on to Majalalionda, vrhere he took post wiUt his 
brigade of Portuguese caralry, Captain Macdonald'a troop 
of Horse Artillery, and the cavalry and light infantry of the 
German Legion, 

The enenH''B cavalry having againapprottched, Brigadier- 
General D* Urban ordered the Portuguese brigade to charge 
the leading squadrons of the enemy, whieh appeared too 
far in advance to be supported by the main body. The 
Portuguese cavalry advanced to the attack, but before they 
reached the enemy, tamed about and fled, leaving behind 
them, unprotected and uosuppoitcd, the guns of Mac- 
donald'a troop, ■whieh had been moved forward to co- 
operate with them. By theactivity of the officers and men 
of the troop, tlie guns were moved ofi'; but owing to tho 
imfavonrable nature of the ground over which they were 
moved, the carriage of one waa broken, and two odiers 
were overturned, and theao three guna, with Captain 
Dynely* and the detachraenta of the troop, which re- 
mained trying to get them off, fell into the enemy's 

On the 12th Angust the allies entered the capital of 
Spain, from which Joseph had retreated with his army ; 
and it is needless to say that the British were re- 
ceived by the whole popmation with the greatest enthu- 

On the Iflt September Wellington quitted Madrid ; on. 
tho morning of the 7th the army passed the Donro, and 
on the 19tli thay entered Burgos, the French retiring into 
the castle. The investment of tho place was at once 
commenced, though the whole of the siege artillery with 
the army eonaiated of hut threo 18-poundcra and five 24- 
ponnder howitzers, and tho supply of ammunition waa 
very deficient. The siege was allotted to the let and 6tli 
divisions, while the main body of the army advanced to 
the neighbourhood of Quiotanapala. The aiege lasted from 
the 20th September to tlie 29th October, during which 
time the castle waa asauulted four timea, and at the end 
of the period our few guns were all eitUer destroyed by the 
enemy or rendered useless by eseessive firing. The siege 
was uien raised, but it was acknowledged on all sides that 
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the failure was owini^ to the want of artillery, as cer- 
tainly there was neither want of skill or zeal in those 
present. 

Wellington said : *' The officers at the head of the artil- 
lery and engineer departments, Lieut.-Colonel Sobe, 
Lieut.-Colonel Borgoyne, and Lieut.-Colonel Dickson, who 
commanded the reserve artillery, rendered me every as- 
sistance ; and the failure of success is not to be attributed 
to them. By their activity we carried off everything ia 
the course of one night, excepting three 18-pounders de- 
stroyed by the enemy's filre, and the eight pieces of 
cannon which were tskken from the enemy on the night 
of the 19th." 

The Boyal Artillery had fifteen men killed during this 
siege, and forty wounded, including Lieut.-Colonel Jblobe, 
Captains Dansey* and Power, Lieutenants Elgeef and 
Johnstone. 

The covering army was constantly harassed by the 
enemy during this siege, and their duties in covering the 
retreat were most dangerous and difficult. Major Down- 
man with the Horse .Cillery rendered himself most con- 
spicuous throughout the whole of the operations. Ball's 
troop was especially distinguished ; Captain Bull himself 
was twice wounded and compelled to quit the army, and 
during the retreat the troop was commanded by Captain 
Bamsay, who was reported by Wellington to have distin- 
guished himself. 

The Bufferings of the army during the retreat from 
Burgos are matters well known. The weather was despe- 
rate, rain fell in torrents, Ihe roads were rendered almost 
impassable, the men were knee-deep in the sloughs, and 
the transport of the guns and baggage had become t 
work of infinite difficulty. Added to this, the troops were 
almost destitute of provisions. 

A writer in the "United Service Journal" for 1831 
says : '* That on meeting the artillery who bad served in 
the batteries before Burgos, we at first took them for 
prisoners, as they were mostly in French clothing, many 
of them riding on the carriages sick and wounded, drawn 
some by oxen and some by mules and horses. I never saw 
British soldiers in such a state." 

On the 24th November the retreat closed, and the 
troops went into cantonments, the head-quarters being 
estaolished at Frenada, and the artillery at Malhada de 
Sourda, three miles distant. 

* Die 1 in London, July 21, UW, \ \i\^\^t»^. 
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Daring the winter considerable clianges were effected 
in the artillery departmeut. Colonel Kobe {who, bowever, 
was suffering moat aeTerely from tho wounds received at 
BargoE, succeeded Colonel Framing kam in the chief com- 
majid, and Lieut.- Colon el May was appointed adjutaot- 
eeneral. Major Prazer* arrived from England and re- 
uered Major Downman of the command of the Horse . 
Artillery. Captain Gardiner aneceeded Maedonald (pro- 
moted), and Captain Beane aucceeded Lefebiire (deceased) 
in the command of troops. An additional troop under 
Captain Webber Smithf also arrived in the Peninsula, and 
an additional field brigade, temporarily commanded by 
Captain Caimes, joined the army from Cadiz. 

In May, 1S12, Lieuti- Colonel Holcombe, with Major 
Williamson's, J Captain Thomson's, and Major Campbeirs 
companies, embarked at Lisbon and joined the army of Sir 
John Murray at Alicant. Tlicy were afterwards joined 
by two companies under Captams Lacy§ and Gilmour,|| 
which came from Italy with. Lord W.TBentinet. TLcbb 
companiea served at the siege of Tarragona, the battle of 

• Major.aflerwardaColonelSir AngnstusFrazer, waaboiDSt Dun- 
kirk on September 5, 1776 ; his father, who was a colonel in the 
Bojal Bagiiieeis, being engaged in the demolition of the norka of 
ttuA fortT«B3. He received hie earliest education at Edinbnrgb, 
and in 1700 he was admitted into the Itoyal Military Academy. 
He was CammiBaioned into the Soya! Artillery on September 17, 
1TS3, and in the followinE December he joined the anny in Flan- 
deri. In January he was attached, with two Reld-pieces, i« the 
Srd regiment of Foot Guards, vith whom he served until the re- 
tnm of the army in May, 1T95 ; having, dnring that period, been 
present at the aSair of Moavais, the battle of Catean, the affairs 
near Tonmay, at Boxtel, and the recapture of Fort St. Andri. In 
Beplember, 1799, !>eing in the Horse Artillery, he embarked for 
North Hollaad, and was present at the affaire of Bergen, Bgmont, 
and Alkmaar. Captain Frazer commanded the artillery nf the ex- 
pedition against Buenos Ayres (see chapter vi.). Hia services in 
tJie Peninsula and at Waterloo are recorded in chapters x. aniixii. 
A^er the war he keld various sppoiutmentB at Woolwich, iitieie he 
died, June 11, 1836. Hia sod, Augustna Henry, who was bom 
in 1810, served in the Royal Artillery from 1828, till compelled 
from the state of bin health to retire from the service in 1843. He 
died at Siodia, in Persia, August 11, 1818. 

t Died at Brighton, March 21, 1853, aged seventyfive. He was 
lient.-generat and colonel -commandant of the 4lh battalion. 
J Died at Woolwich, April 28, 1836. 
£ Died at Woolwich, March 9, 1852. 

II Died at Haoimeramith, Angnat 31, \%Bft, ii.%«i w^itK*.-!- 
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Castalla, and all the operations on the east coast of Spain 
in 1813. 

Captain Arabin,* with four mountain guns, was attached 
to the advance of the army imder Colonel Adam, which, 
on the 11th April, 1813, engaged the enemy on the pasa 
of Biar. After a contest of several hours, during wnich 
two of these guns were disabled, our advance was obliged 
to retire on to the main body, leaving the disabled guns in 
the hands of the enemy. On the following day the 
French, under Suchet, advanced and attacked our army 
at Castalla. They were defeated, however, and compelled 
to retreat. The whole of the batteries were engaged in 
this action, including some guns under Lieutenant Patton. 
The Eoyal Artillery had four men killed. 

The advance guard under Colonel Adam, including 
Captain Arabin and his battery of four guns, was again 
attacked and defeated bj the f'rench on the 12Ui Sep- 
tember. On this occasion the whole of the guns were 
lost. Captain Arabin escaped b^ riding amongst the 
French cavalry who were in pursuit of the Spaniards^ and 
most of the non-commissionea officers and gunners escaped 
into the mountains and rejoined the army. The whole of 
the operations in this quarter were miserably conducted* 

About this time, however, news arrived of the retreat of 
Buonaparte from Bussia, and the rising of Germany; 
Suchet was therefore compelled to break up his army, 
sending the best of his troops to reinforce Napoleon, 
disarming tiie German regiments, and sending them to 
France under guard, and despatching the remainder to 
resist the Austnans in Italy. 

Under these circumstances the campaign closed in the 
south-east of Spain. 

* Colonel Frederick Arabin died while in command of the 
Boyal Artillery in Bermuda in 1843. 
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" Adiev, fair Cadis I ;eF^ a long ujieu : 
Wlio may Soiget bow well thy vaMs have stood ! 
When all were changing thoa alone vert true. 
First lo be free, aQd last to be Bnbdned."^BT&ot(. 




EiBLT in January, 1810, the Frencli army undor Soult 
sdroDced into Anijalusia, and on tlic last day of tlie month. 
Joseph. Buonaparte entered Seville in triuniph. Elated by 
tlieir success, the Frencli at once pushed on for Cadiz ; 
and, thou(;h disappointed in their espectationa of ontflrins 
the place, they at once seized on Itota, Port Royal, Port 
St. Mary's, and Chiclana, where they establislied cnmpB 
and batteries from whence shells were throirn into Cadiz- 
Seiuforcements speedily arrived from the British camp at 
Torres Vcdraa, and alao from Gibraltar, and the defensive 
operations were conducted, on the part of the British at 
l^t, in a most praiseworthy manner. There were five 
companies of the Eoval Artillery in Cadiz, commanded by 
Captains Owen, Bireu, Hughes, Shenley, and Eobcrta ; the 
viiole under the command flf Major Alexander Duncan. 



ijor 

Fort Matagorda, which had been abandoned by tho 
Spaniards on the approach of the French, was hastily 
occupied by a detachment under Captain Maclean (in- 
cluding twenty-five men of the Eoyal ArtiUeiy under 
Lieutenant Brereton) during the night of the 23nd Feb- 
ruary ; and although the French cannonaded the work 
with field artilleiy all the next day, the garrison, aapported 
by the fire of Fort Pantales (which was directed by a 
gallant young ofGoer, Lieutenant Brett, E.A.), was im- 
moveable. 

In March General Graham arrived from England and 
assumed the chief command of the Bi:11a6\i., kMJ.^\wi.A 
reiafotvements also reached Cadiz oa f\\e ^\»\.. 
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The importance of Matagorda was now felt. It had been 
held fifty-five days, though frequently cannonaded, and 
now impeded the completion of the enemy's works. It was 
very small, however, and could only bring seven gans to 
bear, and on the 2l8t April a vigorous attack was made 
upon it. The fire of forty-eight guns and mortars, of the 
largest size, was concentrated upon the little fort, and the 
feeble parapet disappeared in a moment. The naked ram- 
part and the undaunted hearts of the garrison remained, 
Dut the troops fell fast and the enemy shot quick and 
close ; a staff bearing the Spanish fiag was broken six 
times in an hour, and the colours were at last fastened to 
an angle of the work itself, while the men besought the 
officers to hoist the British ensign. Thirty hours this 
tempest lasted, and sixty -four men out of one hundred and 
forty were down when General Graham sent boats to 
carry off the survivors. The bastion was then blown up 
under the direction of Major Lefebre, an engineer of great 
promise ; but he also fell — the last man whose blood wetted 
the ruins thus abandoned. Lieutenant Brereton was 
severely wounded, and his place was taken by Lieutenant 
Wright. Captain Maclean, in his despatch, says — " I beg 
in a most particular manner to mention the services of 
that most excellent officer Lieutenant Brereton of the Soyal 
Artillery, for his unremitted attention to his duty, and the 
masterly style in which he kept up his fire on the enemv.'* 
In May the French prisoners, aoout 1500 men, cuttmg 
the cables of two hulks, drifted, in a heavy gale, to the 
French side of the bay, and made their escape. These 
poor creatures had been treated by the Spaniards with 
horrible cruelty ; and so incensed were the Spaniards at 
losing their prey that they continued to fire on the vessels 
after they had run aground. Lieutenant Brett, who com- 
manded the artillery at Puntales and the upper battery, 
refused to fire on them, knowing that they haa oeen cruelly 
and unjustlv confined since the battle at Baylen. This 
refusal on the part of Lieutenant Brett was commended 
by General Graham, the British commandant. 

Captain Cowley and Lieutenant Mitchell, of the Soyal 
Artillery, had been sent from Gibraltar to excite the 
inhabitants of the Honda to take up arms against the 
common enemy, and to direct their operations. They were 
very successful; and in June General Lacy, with 3000 
infantry and 200 cavalry, was sent from Cadiz to aid them. 
This expedition was badly conducted ; Lacy was defeated 
by the French general liey, and o\A\%ftd t^ te-embark ^'' 
force and make nis way qmcidy bacV Vi C«^yi.» 
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It was in this garrisoD that Gunner "Wellington, the 
father of theheroiue of tlielter. Mr. Cobbold's stirrinf; dht- 
rative, received his death-nouiid. He wa9 employod on the 
9th September, 1810, in estricating a Bhip from the fire of 
the French batterieH, when Le was Btruck bj a. shot from 
one of the kudb on the heights. He was a worthy old 
soldier, tuid bod served with diBtinction in the defence of 
GibrsltKr. Atnong the wonnded during thia aiege was 
Lieut. Cozens, H.A., in conncxiou with whose miBfortune 
an amusing story is told by Ben a on HUl. "When a cadet. 
Cozens bad u nappy knack of imitating the noise of a 
stump, thereby greatly irritating the French master, the 
Chevalier Warren, who had a wooden leg ; at the same 
time causing great fnn among his companions. One day 
Warren caught him in the fact, and said — ' Mecatair Cozen, 
saar! for why you eosoolt mymalheurP Young gen til- 
man, I did not get my wooden leg by jompeeng out of a 
bad-'ouB vindow. No, by Gar ! I lose my leem in de sair- 
veece of my keeng, fighting for my contro in de field of 
lionnenr, ma foi. Saum day, monsieur, you shall be soree 
and weesh you Lad nevare afironte de brave man in de 
strange fan' by de joke oa his vooden leg — eet is bad 
manna ire.' 

" After hia return from Cadiz, Cozens one day met the 
chevalier on the barrack field, and on making himself 
known to him, Warren cried out — ' Ah, by Gar ! Monsieur 
CozenB, saar, now we are queets." In a moment more Le 
threw his arms about the wounded nan, csclaiminf;; 
through his tears and kisses — ' Ah, mv poor, dear, fonny 
boy I I am 80 sorre for him ! I have haa my joke — forgive 
me, and be prode dad yon get de vooden leg in de 
glorious battaile— la fortune de la guerre — not by jomp- 
ine out of bad-'ona vindow, cL !' " 

In October, 1810, a mahgnant and pestilential fever, 
Imown by the name of the " black vomit," burst forth in 
the garrison of Cadiz. One of the first victims was Lieu- 
tenant Godby, E.A., who died on the 26th October. It 
Bubaided for a time, but again broke out with increased 
■rimlenee in 1813, carrying off hundreds of the inhabitants 
B8 veil as many oi the defenders of the garrison. 

Lieutenant John Maxwell and Captain Jonathan Mallctt 
■were the first officers of the Royal Artillery who fell 
Tietiras to this fatal disease in 1812. Captain Sbcnley's 
company were dreadful Buflerera ; and when, at last, he 
himself was carried oft', there was perhn]is more sympathy 
shown on his behalf than for anyotK<!i Q&;et m 'Cae ^x- 
risiJn nio had preceded him. Eoot S^intAe^ ■«»&». "c.^ 
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loyous fellow, but his qualities of good comradesliip are 
oest given by the epitaph he selected for himself:— 

" nere lies a jolly dog 
Who lived every day of his life." 

The circumstances of his death were very affecting. The 
delirium of fever was upon him when his wife and children 
arrived from Woolwich, and although he survived two 
•days, no lucid interval granted them the consolation of 
knowii^ that he was conscious of their presence. 

On me 2nd February, 1811, an army, including three 
batteries of the S»oyal Artillery under Major Duncan 
(having under him Captains Hughes and Eoberts), was 
embarked at Cadiz for Tarifa, to attack the rear of the 
besieging French army at Chiclana. After much delay, 
occasioned by tempestuous weather, the English troopi 
and artillery were assembled at Tarifa on the 27th, and 
the following morning they moved through the passes of 
the SrOnda hills, and halted within four leagues of the 
French outposts. Movements were continued on both 
sides till the morning of the 6th of March, when the com- 
batants met at Barossa. In this action the British artil- 
lery covered themselves with glory. The field batteriet 
galloped up and unlimbered within 250 yards of the enemy, 
annihilating their advance. In coming into action one of 
the guns got entangled with a pine tree ; there was no 
time to disengage it, and setting to with the whip, they 
pushed the horses forward, and tore up the tree complete!^ 
by the roots, although one of considerable size. This ap- 
peared a good omen, and showed that a trifling obstacle 
would not be allowed to impede their career. Never were 
guns better served ; and the gaps in the enemy's ranks 
showed the precision with which the spherical shells were 
thrown. Towards the close of the action, when the French 
divisions fell back on each other for mutual support, and 
endeavoured to rally, the guns were again moved forward, 
and opened a close and murderous &e that prevented a 
possibility of reforming. Nothing could save the shat- 
tered battalions from that exterminating cannonade but 
an instant retreat. The French acknowledge to have lost 
more men by artillery in this battle than in any other 
during the war ; the near approach to their infantry, how- 
ever, was fatal to the Britisn artillery, whose loss was very 
great. Lieutenants Woolcombe* and Maitland were mor- 

* Lientenant Woolcombe's womid was of a remarkable natait. 
The ballet entered the Btomoch, nev^i bteaklug his shirt, h«l 
driving it into the wound. He OieA \.\ift ioWwiVxi^ <\3i>l. 
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tally wonnded, and Captains Hughes* and Cator,t Lieu- 
tenants Pester,! E. Miteliell,§ Brereton,|| and C. Man- 
ners,^ received wounds more or leas severe. 

Tte preaerration of Tarifa from the bands of the French 
waa at this time of great importance, the object being to 
prerent the auppliea that the Campina could aiford from 
xeaehing the bloukading army. For the accomplishment 
of this purpose two regiments, with a detachment of the 
SotbI Art.illpry under Captain Mitchell, commanded by 
Colonel Skerrctt, aailed Irom Cadiz for Tarifa, accom- 
panied by some Spanish regimente and artillery. 

The place was assaulted by the French on the 31st 
Seoember, 1811, when, after an obstinate strugele, they 
were repnlaed with great loss. The Itoyal Artillery on 
tids occasion displayed their usual courage and science. 
9?he fire from the guna under Captain Mitchell is particu- 
larlj to be noticed, as connected with the 87th regiment 
in defending the assault. 

Had it not been for the steady conduct of the garrison, 
and the never- to-be -surpassed or forgotten exertions of 
Captain C. F. Smith of the Eojal Engineers, and Captaia 
Mitchell of the Huyal Artillery, death or Vordua** mnat 
have been the fate of the gamson. In later years, when 
Sir Charles Smith was compelled from the severity of his 
wounda to relinquish the command of the Syrian army, he 
was succeeded by hia old comrade Mitchell. 

During the war in the Peninsula there were parties of 
the Poyal Artillery stationed at mast important points, 
and subjected to dangers of all descriptions, both from the 
attacks of the enemy and the still more deadly attacks of 
fever which broke out in the various garrisons in the south 
of Spain. 

Yet these were not only prohibited from sharing the 
honours earned by their comrades, but their very existence 
was barely thought of. 

Lieutenant Grantham,-ti" Poyal Artillery, was town 
major at Carthageua, which contained a very mutinoua 
garrison of foreign levies, and it was often his painlul 

* Died nt Uriatol while in commaind of tha artillery in theweatera 
diatrict, in 1830, aged fifty-three jeacB. 

+ The present Henend Cator. 

' The pi'eaent Majoc-Geueral Sester, 

% See chapter liji . 

II See chapters xii., sr. , nnd Jiyii. 1] Retjred 1816. 

** The place in France where the English priaoners were oen- 
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duty to sit as president of courts-martial, and sentence his 
fellow-creatures to death. On one occasion, after the exe- 
cution of a murderer, he was obliged to draw his sword 
and defend himself and the hangman from the fury of the 
Spanish populace. 

The news of Wellington's defeat of Marmont, and his 
occupation of Madrid, caused Victor to relinquish the 
blockade of Cadiz and retire into Grenada. The French* 
after destroying their works — the creation of so much toil 
and expenditure — retreated with such precipitation from 
before Cadiz, that they left behind a vast quantity of 
their stores and several hundred pieces of ordnance, some 
of which, of extraordinary length, had been cast for this 
very siege, and thirty gun-boats. 

A force consisting of 1600 British and Portuguese troops, 
and about BOOO Spaniards, was instantly despatched to 
Seville, the only place in Andalusia now held hv the 
enemy. Three field pieces, with the requisite number <i 
men of the Boyal Artillery, under Captain William 
E/oberts,^ accompanied this expedition. 1 hey left Cadii 
on the 8th August, and were before Seville on the 27th. 
The outworks of the suburb of Triana were surrendered 
by the enemy, and the British at once marched into the 
main street. At first it was thought the city was aban- 
doned, but on passing a side street they were saluted with 
case-shot, whicn struck some of the horses of the howitzer 
as they passed the opening. 

Captam Koberts immediately halted his two rear gnns, 
unlimbered to the left, and engaged the enemy. It wai 
here that the gallant Lieutenant Brett was slam ; he re- 
ceived a grape-shot between the eyes. The death of this 
officer, who was alike distinguished for knowledge of hit 
profession, for gallantry, and the most urbane mannerSt 
was the greatest loss the force sustained. 

He had commanded for more than two years the danger- 
ous post of Fort Funtales, at Cadiz, where he had escaped 
unscathed, and he volunteered to accompany Captain 
Roberts on this expedition, and thus lost his liie, ana the 
service a most promising young officer. 

The next day Captain Koberts and Lieutenant Bayneaf 
visited the Cartusa, for the purpose of taking account of 
any stores that might have been left there, and on entering 
they observed powder loosely scattered about the beautifm 

* Died at Southampton, July 9, 1851. 
f Captain W. A. Raynes served at Copenhagen, 1807, the Co- 
runna campaign, at Cadiz, and t\\e BvxWv\ueut campaigns in the 
'*^uw8uln. He died at the Ule o? ^an, OcViNi^x I'i, Y^^>>^« 
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marble psTemont n'liich leads up to the high aUnr, and at 
a short distance from them (rere some SpQniurdH, one of 
whom was Bmoking. The captain auddenly called out, 
" Eun, Eavneg, run !" and they had acaroely fled out at 
the gate when the whole building appeared one sheet of 
flame, accompanied with a low rumhiin^ noise. 

Fortanatelj no one was injured bj tliis esplosion ; hut 
wa have now to recount a mora aerioua occurrence, the 
trap laid bj a treacherous enemy being this time Bucceasfu!. 

A division from Cadiz, under the command of Major- 
General Cooke, including Lieut. -Colonel Duncan and 
Major Hughes's battery of the Eoyal Artillery, arrived at 
Seviile shortly after its capture. 

On the 20th September, Colonel Duncan, accompanied 
by Hughes, Roberts, and Second Captains Caimea and 
Bediugfieid, went to examine a powder-mill whicli the 
French had made use of. On the party entering the 
building some loose powder was cbserved scattered care- 
leasly about, but this excited no suspicious of treachery ; 
in fact, such a thing was not for a moment thought of. 
Upon one of the Spaniards who accompanied the party, 
iiowever, setting some part of the machinery in motion, 
an almost instant explosion took place, followed by several 
others, and the entire building was shaken to the ;^oand. 

Colonel Duncan, who happened to be near the door, 
rushed out, and hia body waa found lying on a heap of 
rubbish, without any appearance of injury from the fire, 
but with two deep wounds on the head, caused by the 
ialling stones and materials of the building. 

Thus perished ignobly the gallant Alexander Duncau, 
who as a subaltern had highly distinguished himself at 
Toulon and Coraiea, and who by his conduct at the battle 
of Bsrosaa hud proved himself second to none as a com- 
manding officer of artillery. 

He wag a, remarkably due, handsome man ; and, as a 
commanding olfieer, he possessed not only the love and 
respect of all who served under him, hut their confidence 
in the highest degree. Every man knew he was safe bo 
Jong as he did his duty to the best of his ability i for 
JJuDcan was a straightforward, honest soldier, aod as such 
despised all underhand or viodietive proceedings. 

His reports were open and manly, not "secret and 
confidential." 

Captains Bcdingfield* and Caimes were very severeV^ 
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injured bj this explosion ; both of whom ultimately re- 
ooyered, but the latter — the kind, generous, and amiable 
E^obert Caimes — perished afterwards at Waterloo. 

Captain Birch^ succeeded Duncan in command of the 
artillery at Cadiz, the companies being kept in the gar- 
rison until the end of the war. 

Major-General Cooke, who succeeded Graham in the 
command of the garrison, appointed Lieutenant F. Warde.t 
Soyal Artillery, divisional brigade-major; and such was 
the confidence felt in him as a staff-officer that he was 
afterwards appointed by General Capel to the responsible 
post of deputy assistant adjutant-general. This appoint- 
ment he held till the end of the war, when he resumed bift 
duty as a lieutenant in the Moyal Artillery, 



CHAPTER X. 

'' Nor yet, alas ! the dreadfal work is done ; 
Fresh legions pour adown the Pyrenees : 
It deepens still, the work is scarce begun, 
Nor mortal eye the distant end foresees.*' — Btbon. 



THE CAMPAIGNS IN THE PENINSULA (CONTINUED), 

1813-14. 

DEPABTITBE OF COLONEL ROBE FOR ENGLAND — COLONEL FISBEB — 
SIB ALEXANDER DICKSON — MARCH OF THE ARMT — BATTLE OF 
YITTORIA — NORMAN RAMSAY IN TROUBLE — THE ADYAEOE OV 
PAMPELUNA — SIEOE OF SAN SEBASTIAN — BATTLES OF THE PTSI- 

NEES, NIVELLE, AND NIVE — PASSAGE OF THE ADOUR 0RTHI8 

— TOULOUSE — CONCLUSION. 

Winter passed away, the armjr recovered from its hard- 
ships, and Lord Wellington was indefatigable in perfections 
the equipment of every department, to enable him to take 
the field efficiently when the season should come round 
and active operations be again renewed. Nothing could 
surpass the splendid state of discipline produced by thia 
period of inactivity while the army was reposing in winter 
Quarters. Its materiel was now truly magnificent, power- 
ful reinforcements having arrived from England ; tk» 
Q,rtillery was camplete in every requisite for the field. 
Colonel Kobe arrived at Lisbon, carried on the ahouldef* 

♦ Died at DubWn, June ^ > \%5\. 
f The present ^\aioi-QteiiW«\'^«x^^. 



TBB OAUFAIOMS IN THE FEHINBin^. 163 

of IiIe men, od tlie 13th December, and aa Boon ns he could 
be moved, was conveyed on board sliip for England.* Hia 
place was supplied by Colonel Fianer, the next senior 
officer, but aliortlj before tlie oonunencement of active 
operations in May, 1813, Lord Wellington pcrsunded ttat 
officer to relinquisli the command of the artillery, which 
he at onee bestowed on Lieut. -Colonel Dickson. By so 
doing Lord Wellington not only wounded the prirate 
intereeta and feelings of many, but violated military 
uaaijea by giving him command of several officers senior 
to nim in the corpa. Colonel Fisher. was a kind gentle- 
man, accorapliBhed, and with ail the spirit of a soldier; 
but there is an immense difference between the elderly- 
officer who reapectably adheres to the Ime of duty laid 
down for him with the same methodical precision that he 
would use in the barrack field at Woolwich, and one who 
posaeases energy of mind and vigour of body to set diffi- 
culties at defiance, defeat stratagem by strataeem, grapple 
witji adverse circuni stances, and even turn tnem to good 
acootint. Such an officer Colonel Fiaherf was not — such 
an officer Colonel Dickson was. 

■ Colonel, afterwnrdH Sir William Kobe, wbb the son of a aor- 
geant in the Koyal Artilleiy, who, by rirtuo of hie long sciTice aud 
exempUry conJuDt, was promoted U> a Eecond-lieuteoancy io the 
^valid Battalion, »nd afterwanlB appointed proof-master of tbe 
l^imeDt, and «1io was rewarded bj living to see his bod a koight, 
■nd bis gtandBOn menUoned b; tbe Duke of Wellington as tiaviug 
diatinguiBhed bimEelf ia the FeninBula. lie died at Woolwicli, 
Jnly ], 18U. Sir WiltiBin RoW received fais eommiasion aa swond- 
Uenteniint, Maj 21, lT8i, a year after his father's elevaUon to the 
same rank. lie served in varions •parts of the world, including the 
expedition to CopechBgen and the early campaigns in the Penin- 
Bulo, nntil. disabled by wonnde, he waa totally nnfil for active 
service, and obliged to return to England. Ho never recovered the 
proper usa of his leg, but Buffered great pain until hia death, whicli 
took place at Woolwicb, November 6, 1820, his age being fifty-five 
jean. Sir Witliam Babe was tbe father of four distinguiahsd 
officers ; tlie eldest, Williain Livingstone, was killed at Waterloo 
(see chapters vii., x., and xii.) ; the second, Alexander Watt, 
served in the Rojal Engineeia, and vas present in most of the 
actions of tJie FeninBula in 1813-U, afterwards went on the New- 
Orleans eipeditioD, and returned to England for the purpose of 
proeeeding to tho Netheilands iu 1S15; be died in 1848. The 
third Ban wna tbe late Colonel Thomas Cungreve Robe, Soyal 
Artilkrj, who died at Bermuda, September 21, 1S53. Qeorge 
MoBDlain, the fidb eon of Sir William Bobe, belonged to Uie Seagal 
Native Infantry ; he died in 18SB. 

+ Colonel, afterwards Sir Qeorge BnltcelFiBliet,v(*aus«o^'v\X« 
Bev. John Fisher, of Caiboum, Isle ot ■Wie\iI., ani XirOftvei Vi ■Oiii 

»* ■ 
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Fortunately for the service, Colonel Dickson was a man 
BO generally beloved, that his appointment over the heads 
of his seniors did not produce those effects of jealousy and 
sullen obedience which might, perhaps, be expected on 
such an occasion. When he assumed the command, he 
appeared in an old and very shabby Portuguese uniform, 
and from considerate motives he never changed it during 
the whole of the campaign, thus escaping the feelings of 
jealous env^r which he feared might at times arise in the 
breasts of his seniors if he arrayed himself as a brigadier* 
general of the British army. 

Major Frazer, who arrived in the Peninsula during the 
winter, and who, on the return of Lieut.-Colonel Down- 
man to England, was appointed to the command of the 
Horse Artillery, was one oefore whom Dickson was pre* 
ferred. His feelings, which are expressed in the following 
extract from one of his letters, will give a tolerable idea of 
the general feeling of the corps on this occasion : — " I 
shall get on very well with Dickson ; he was second to me 
in the South-American expedition, and then obeyed my 
orders with the implicit readiness which I shall now 
transfer to his. He is a man of great abilities and quick* 
ness, and without fear of any one."* 

Bishop of Salisbury. He was commandant of Woolwich garrina 
from February 1827 until his death, and is remembered as a moct 
kind and amiuble gentleman. He died in the Arsenal, Ifarch 8, 
1834, aged sixty-nine years. 

* 8ir Alexander Dickson, the son of Admiral Dickson, of Sjden- 
ham, near Kelso, was born June 3, 177.7, and received his first 
commission as second lieutenant November 6, 1794. He served 
at the attack on Minorca in 1798, and the siege of Malta in 1800. 
In 1807 be was on the South-American expedition, and served ia 
the PeninsuU with the Portuguese artillery until he was selected 
by the Duke of Wellington to the command of the Koyal Artillery. 
He served subsequently in America and the Waterloo campaign 
(see chapters xi. and xii.). On the death of Sir John Macleod Ibe 
was appointed adjutant-general of artillery, and he held thaifc 
appointment till his death, which took pbtce in London, April 22, 
1 840. Sir Alexander Dickson had three sons, who followed in his 
footsteps. The eldest, William, was a lieutenant in the Bengsl 
Artillery ; he died in India in 1827. The second, Alexander 
Stephen, entered the Koyal Artillery in 1833 ; in 1840 he was sent 
with a party of non-commissioned officers to instruct the Turks ia 
the practice of artillery ; and he died at Constantinople, January 27, 
J 845. Sir Alexander Dickaotf » tiAiOi win \* W\ft vt^wsuX. O^Umel 

(oUingwood Dickson, an account of -w^iofta HfcW\tvt% V\\\\ife \w»J^>». 

^'bAOtera xvii. and xvui. In lUT iw \iaij W^ x^^u>^«vv^j«. 
! to the memory of Sir M««jjx<i«t DkYw^ix \.>j SXi^ ^<6m» 



The Uead-qnirters of the array left Frenada on the 22nd 
Maj, and tbe artillery badit adieu to MalhaUa de Sourda 
on tho same day, aiTi?in{; at Ciadad Bodrigo in the 
evening. 

MoaC of the troops and batteriea had already Btarted, 
&e different diviaioos and brigades having marched so as 
to reach the Douro by the 23rd May. Major Ross's 
troop was attached to tho light division under the imme- 
diate command of Lord WellingtoD, and moved forward 
on Salamanca by the direct route. Captain Beane'a troop 
' was with the second division under Lord Hill, and ad- 
[ i<f^ced on the same point by Alba de Tormes. The other 
diviBions and cavalry brigades marched under General 
] Graham, with initruetions to effect a junction with the 
remainder of the army at Vailadolid. The artillery of 
this force was composed of three troops of Horae Artil- 
lery, under Captains Gardiner, Eamsay, and Webber 
Smith, and six batteries (or brigades) of Koyal Artillerr. 
under Captains Douglas, Lawson, Maxwell, Brandretn, 
Dubourdieu, and Cairnea. Hiil'a cavalry engaged the 
rear-guard of the enemy near Salamanca on the 26th 
May. On this occasion Beane'a troop played effectively, 
causing them to retreat, leaving upward^ of 200 prisoaere, 
seven tumbrils of ammunition, and a quantity of baggage 
OD the held. 

There is no occasion to dwell upon all the akirmishes 
which took place at Morales, Osma, San Millan, Ac., in 
which Boss's and Gardiner's troops played important 
parts, nor upon tbe retreat of the French from Burgos ; 
saf&ce it to say that no movements daring the whole war 
exceeded in brilliant effect the rapid advance of the army 
from the Douro to the Bayos, from tbe left bank of which 
atream the enemy's rear-|^ard was driven on to tho main 
body at Vittoria. 

llie moment had at length come when the enemy, 
whose wholi! movements ainue the commencement of the 
campaign had been those of retreat, was compelled to 
make a final and decisive stand on the Spanish territory, 
or suffer himself ingloriously to be driven headlong on the 
Pyrenees. Joseph Buonaparte, who commanded (having 
Marshal Jourdan as his general), decided on the former, 
and on the i9th June concentrated his forces in position 
in front of Vittoria. During the 20th the English army 

of tbe corps, upon which in given the namea qI *i\. ^i»^^S'^'** 
and lieges ia wfiicli he Wok part. It ia m ftiB ^QWn^ »''■ "^^j 
So^ai Uilitary Repository at Woolwiah. i 
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was collected together, and on the following morning 
began the attack. 

The right column, under Sir Srowland Hill, drove the 
enemy's left from the mountains of Puebla at iJie point of 
the bayonet, then crossed the Zadora and attacked the 
heights of Subijana de Alava. The first shot from our 
side sent a wheel off one of the enemy's gun-carriages on 
the other side of the river, spinning it into the air ; others 
of the guns opposed to Mill's advancing column were 
similarly served bv those of Beane's troop before the 
heights were gained. 

The enemy's front was now attacked by the 3rd, 4tJi, 
and 7th divisions, but his artillery poured so destructiTe a 
fire upon these columns as to check the advance. Fifteen 
of their guns, well served, presented a battery somewhat 
formidable. It was to this fire, supported by their in- 
fantry, that we had to oppose our guns ; and for the spftoe 
of more than half an hour this brifiiant battle of artiUeiT 
continued on both sides ; the enemy's fire being weakened, 
however, our infantry, supported by two troops of Horse 
Artillery, resumed the advance, and bearing down all 
opposition, carried the heights, captured twentjf-eight 
pieces of artillery, and drove the enemy back on 'Vittom. 
Captain Caimes was thanked in'general orders by G^eneral 
Dalhouse for his services on this occasion. 

Major Frazer, observing some squadrons of cavalry near 
our guns, rode forward to ascertain who they were, and 
was surprised to find himself alone among the enemy. 
Fortunately no one heeded him, and he at once rode hack 
and brought up Gardiner's troop, who quickly oaoaed 
them to shift their quarters. As Major Frazer was 
bringing up this troop Jong a narrow road, with the gons 
almost at a gallop, he saw a wounded French officer lying 
in the centre of the road. Another minute, and the pon- 
derous weight of the guns would have crushed the sunerer 
into the earth as they passed over him; but with the 
rapidity of thought Frazer threw himself from his hone, 
dragged the Frenchman to the bank that skirted the road, 
and remounting with the same rapidity, had barely time 
to escape the Jarful death from which he had saved an 
enemy. Providing him with some brandy, and leaving 
him in charge of Bombardier Smith, Major Frazer after- 
wards sent a surgeon to attend the wounded officer, who 
turned out to be General Sarrut. He said he was grate- 
fuj^ but dying, being dreadfully wounded with caae-uot* 

* Major Frazer, in a \etteT OiaVed 3\m« 1% "writes : — '* CtaMnl 
imt is dead. Poor man \ 1 "wiah now 1 \ieA Wi&«ii\^ 



THK CAUPAIQNS IN THE PKNDISUI^ 187 

Aa eoon as the beiglita were in our poaseaeion llie yiUaee 
of Gamarra Mayor was most gallantly stormed by a brigade 
of the Stb diviBion, assisted by two guns of Major Lawaon'a 
battery. The enemy suffered severely and lost three 
pieces of cannon. Lieut.- General Graham then proceeded 
to ttttaek the Tillage of Abechnco with the Ist division, by 
forming a atrong battery against it, conaiating of Captain 
Pubourdieu'a brigade, and Captain Samsay's troop of 
Horse Artillery, and under cover of this fire tlie German 
Legion advanced to the attaek of the village, wbiob was 
carried, aod three guna and a howitzer were taken. 

Two powerful attempts to regain the village having been 
repulsed, the result of the day waa no longer doubtful, and 
tbe last stroke, to tUe total diaoomfiture of the French, 
being given by driving from t!io heighta of Zadora two 
divisionB of reserve infantry that commanded the passage 
of the river, our victorioaa army joined ia one geneittl 
purauit of the fugitive foe. 

Captain Webber Smith's gnus now arrived, and aa soon 
aa he could clear away our men be opened with canister 
upon the retiring dragoona, who abandoned the whole of 
the baggage of the French army— waggons, carriages, and 
packages of every description. Another division of in- 
fantry now came up, preceded by Korman Itamsay with 
some guna. He waa pressing forward with as much anxiety 
as if the auccesa of the day depended on hia personal 
exertions. Aa soon as be saw the columu of French 
dragoons he iin limbered, and dismountiog, laid one Of the 
guns himeelf, and marked the effects of nia fire, heedless 
of the friendlj cheer of the iafantry, ao completely was 
he engroaaed in his own occupation. 

The victory waa now complete ; the enemy had left on 
tbe field 160 pieces of cannon, 400 caisaona, 12,000 rounds 
of ammunition, 2,000,000 musket cartridges, and lOOO pri- 
sonera, and were now flying, a helpless and diaorganized 
mob, along the road to Fampeluna. 

Immediate orders were now sent for horae artiilety, 
thoae on the ground having expended all their anununition, 
and in a few minutes Boss's troop, re^'ardless of roads, 
bad crowned the heights, from wheuce it showered down 
balls and howitzer-shells upon the terrified masses, now 
urged into efforts of accelerated flight by the slaughter 
aroimd. 

tion of the Legion of Hoaour ; but, though I saw it, tbe general 
thanked me so warmly, and squeeuid mj hand with Buch eanieit' 
cesG, that I Mt it voald have been ungenerous to have taken tbe 
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Though the artiU&ry played so important a part in this 
battle, their losses were not very severe. Colonel May 
and Lieutenant Woody ear,* botii on the staff, were struck 
with spent balls ; and Lieutenant Swabey, of Gardiner's 
troop, received a severe wound in the knee. These were 
the only casualties among the officers ; there were nine 
gunners killed, and one sergeant and fifty-two rank and 
file wounded. 

By Lord Wellington's mention of the artillery, he wa» 
evidently satisfied with the conduct of the corps in tbi» 
action ;t and the Prince Eegent was graciously pleased, isk 
consideration of the very striking and unexampled cir* 
cumstance of the whole of the British artillery having 
been brought into action at the battle of Yittoria, and the 
whole of the enemy's artillery having been captured in 
that glorious victory, to grant to all the officers command- 
ing divisions of artillery ten shillings per diem, to the 
officers commanding brigades five shillings per diem, and 
to Colonel Dickson, as commanding officer of the whole, 
twenty shillings per diem. 

As night threw its shadows over the scenes just described 
all further pursuit of the enemy was abandoned, and 
Yittoria became the rendezvous of Lord Wellington and 
his staff. On the following morning the atmy resumed 
its march in two grand divisions — one, under Wellington, 
following up the enemy to Pampeluna ; the other, under 
Sir T. Graham, proceeding by the great road from Yittoria 
to Bayonne. 

It was on this day that Norman Eamsay, the idol of the 
corps, committed an error through which he lost the good 
opinion of Wellington and his share in the honours be- 
stowed on his brother officers. Passing him on the road. 
Lord Wellington ordered Kamsay to take his troop to a 
village then near, adding that if there were orders for the 
troop in the course of the night he would send them. 
Early the following morning Eamsay received orders from 
a staff officer to rejoin his brigade. He at once proceeded 
to do so, when he was met by Wellington, who angrily 
ordered him to be put under arrest, and his troop hdnded 
over to Captain Cator, for having disobeyed his orders in 
not remainmg at the village untilhe received further direc- 

* Lieutenant Lumley Woodyear's wounds appeared slight at 
first, but he succumbed to the effects of them, and died Sep- 
tember 1, 1813. 

t ** The artillery was most judiciously placed by Lieut. •Colonel 
DickaoD, and was well served ; and the army is particularly iu* 
^ to that corps.** — )VclliTi{;tou'« Despatch. 
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tions li-om him self. This measare neai-ly broke the soldier's 
Leart, to be thna separated fram those lie had led through 
80 many a bloodj field, and the parting was as keenly felt 
by the Dfflcera and men. 

Lord Fitzroy Sonieraet and the whole of Wellington's 
staff, as Tcell as Colonel Dickson and the olHcers of the 
artillery, made erery effort to move his lordehip in 
Eaniaay's favour, but to no purpose, Sir T. Graham ad- 
dresasd a letter to him on the subject which made him 
angry with that otBcer, and it was not till three weeks 
afterwards that Ramsay was restored to the command of 
his troop. His name was omitted, however, in the brevet 
that came out after the battle of Vittoria, and he did not 
receive his majority until the conclusion of the war, 
though none liad earned it so faithfully and so well* 
(This incident is introduced by Loyer in his novel of 
"Handy Andy.") 

About six o'clock on the morning of the 25th June our 
advance-guard came upon tlie retreating Freuuh. A cry 
was at ooce raised for artillery, wbeu a gun of Eosb'b 
troop, commanded by Lieutenant Macdonald, galloped up 
the road and plied round-ahot with Huch effect that it suc- 
ceeded in diamountios one of the only two cannon which 
the enemy had extricated from Tittoria's bloody field. 
One shot struck down seven of the enemy, some of whom 
were dead ; others, still alive, had either tbeir legs or arms 
otf. or were otherwise horribly mutilated. 

Two hours afterwards our troops came in sight of the 
enemy labouring with all possible energy to get off with 
their remaining gun. Lieutenant Belaon'st detachment of 
iioss'a troop now prepared for action ; hut the French, 
aeeing tbeir case was hopeless, tied furiously, throwing 
their gun over a precipice, when it was immediately takea 
posBOsaiou of by a body of infantry in the vale below. 
Welhngton at tbis moment rode up to Lieutenant Belsou 
and congratulated him on having talcen their last gun. 

On reaching Pampeluna, Wellington found that Eing 
Joseph, with the maiu body of the French army, had re- 
treated into France, leaving a garrison in the fort. He 
accordingly blockaded the place with a force under Sir 
B. Hill, and proceeded with the main body to drive tho 

* " At the tattle nfVittorin,"'sajs Sir AugQatnsFraier, " Bnll's 
troop (whicli I have na hesitation io sajiug ia innch the best in tho 
oountrj) hail, under Uameaj's cominaad, been of niiusnal and on- 
queatiooflble service." 

f Tiie presBnt Msjor-GenBtiil Q. 3 . 'BABSin- 
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enemy from the positions they had occupied in the Pyreni 
the greater part of the artillery, however, being sent to 
besiege San Sebastian. 

The force under Sir T. Graham came up on the 25tii 
with the enemy under General Foy, at Tolosa, he haviiig 
barricaded the gates of the town and occupied the ocm- 
Tents and buildings around. A general attack began be- 
tween six and seven in the evening. Two guns of Bamsay'i 
troop, and two 9-pounders of Dubourdieu's battery, qnicklty 
dispersed a body of the enemy on the plain, and one of 
the 9-pQanders was afterwards brought up to burst open 
the Yittoria gate. The troops then entered, but the enemy 
made their escape in the dark through the Pampelunagate. 
Sir T. Graham continued to push them alon^ the roiul to 
Bayonne, dislodging them from every position in whiflh 
they attempted to make a stand. They were at lift 
driven across the Bidassoa by a brigade of the GrallieuBi 
army, and the garrison of Passages having surrendered to 
a Spanish force, Graham proceeded at once to the attack 
of San Sebastian. 

This fortress was invested on the 1st July, and the 
necessary preparations were at once made to be8i^;e it 
The artillery was commanded by Colonel Dickson, Ideoi- 
-Colonels May and Frazer having: charge of the batterifli. 
The men who worked in the batteries were under the 
control of Major Smith, Captains Lawson,* Dubonrdiea, 
Power, Morrison, and Parker. A naval brigade under 
Lieutenant O'Reilly also assisted in the batteries. 

On the 15th July a battery of four gims was established 
for the purpose of demolishing the convent of San Barto- 
lomeo and an adjoining redoubt which the enemy had 
occupied. Not having had the anticipated effect, on the 
16th some howitzers were placed so as to take the redoubt 
in reverse, and the enemy was compelled to abandon it 
An attack was accordingly made on the convent by the 
infantry, but without success. 

On the morning of the 17th a number of field gam 
were brought up, and at ten o'clock the convent was as- ' 
saultcd and earned. f 

The way being thus cleared, operations were pushed 
forward against the town, and the siege began on the 

♦ Died at Bath, April 23, 1819. 

f " I cannot conclude this report without expressing my perfset 

satisfaction with all the ofilicers and men of the Royal Artilleqr* 

both in the four-gun battery, employed for three days agunsi tkt 

convent, and on the oppoBite \kvi. of the river, whenoe aefwal 

Held pieces were served with great ettw^u"^ — OraKanC* Dutj^oAdL 
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20tli July. The artillerjinen were at their posta, and 
everything in readineSB, and at ten o'clock, by preconcerted 
signal, fifty-nine pieces of lieavy ordoance commenced a 
rapid and terrific fire. Standing in the battery, close in 
reur of the 24-pounder8, frotn whose mouths igaaed an. 
incessant and deafening sound, the noise of the other 
batteries was inaudible; hut on looking round, columna 
of smoke ascended in all directions, while dust and frag- 
ments of stone flying from the masonry of the Mirador 
indicated the perfect direction and overpon^ering efiect of 
the British artillery. 

On the 2l8t Captain Dubourdien was killed by a gplinter 
of shell which atruek him on the head* 

On the 25th the town was assaulted, but our troops 
were repulsed witli a loss of 500 men. As aoou as the 
troops regained the trenches the batteries reopened a 
tremendous fire, whieh waa kept up the whole of the 

During this night Captain Alexander Macdonald made 
a reconnaisaanee, by fording the river Urumea and getting 
under the Mirador battery. By this daring act it became 
known that the river was fordable, — this knowledge being 
of the greatest aervioe to the besiegers. 

At daylight on the morning of the 26th, Colonel Frazer, 
then in the 24-pounder battery, noticed a French officer 
Standing in the breach, and malting signals with hia sword 
to our batteries. Colonel Frazer instantly caused the 
firing to cease; this was responded to by the French, 
whose batteries were quiet at the same instant, and upon 
an oSjcer being despatched for an explanation, it appeared 
that numbers of our own wounded officers and soldiers lay 
etrawed about under the walls of the fortress, and the 
ehella from our batteries were bursting over these defance- 
leaa men, killing and wounding the already wounded, the 
shots also rebounding from the walls among them. This . 
eufiering could not be calmly witnessed by their enemies, 
henee the nobleness of this young French officer, who, 
upon the breach of San Sebastian, risked a thousand 
times his life in the cause of humanity. 

The siege was now converted into a blockade, and was 
not resumed until the 28th August, During tiis month 
the belligerent armies were in constant motion, and fought 
no fewer than ten actions in and about the Pyrenees. The 
only artillery engaged in these afiairs were the troops of 

rs of the Eojal Irish 
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Horse Artillery ; Eoss's troop being conspicaons on nearly 
everv occasion. 

When the sie^e of San Sebastian recommenced^ two 
additional field officers, Majo)« Dyer* and Bucknerf (both 
volunteers), assisted in the working of the batteries. An 
increased fire of artillery, from batteries erected on the 
isthmns, opened on the breaches and defences, enlarging 
the former and silencing the gnns in the latter. laentenant 
Jones, of the Engineers, who was a prisoner in 8tn 
Sebastian during tms bombardment — ^having been taken 
during the assault of the 25th July — speaks of Uie artQ- 
lery as follows :— " The excellence of the British artilleiT 
is well known ; nothing could surpass the precision wiA 
which the shells were thrown, and the accuracy witli 
which the fuzes were cut. It is only those who hare had 
the opportunity of witnessing their fire, and comparing 
it with that of the French, that can speak of its sape- 
riority." 

A little before noon on the 31st August the columni 
advanced to the assault. Many desperate efforts wen 
made to carry the breach, but each time on attaining the 
summit, a heavy and close fire from the intrenched mina 
within destroyed all who attempted to remain, and thoaa 
at the foot fell in great numbers from the blank fire. 

Then, in that desperate moment, when hope might haTe 
been supposed to be over, an expedient unpanlleled in 
the records of war was resorted to. The British batteries 
opened on the curtain, and the storming parties heard with 
surprise the roar of cannon in the rear, while bat a few 
feet above their heads the iron shower hissed horribly 
and swept away the enemy and their defences. The con- 
duct of the batteries during the assault of San Sebastian 
offers an example of precision of aim and absolute coolness 
on the part of the gunners never surpassed. When the 
column of attack stood upon the breach, checked, but not 
dismayed, by the extent of the obstacles opposed to it» 
six guns from a battery about 300 yards in rear of ths 
sap opened their fire, throwing shot and shell with soek 

* Afterwards Lieut. -Colonel Sir John Dyer, K.C.B. On July 4t 
181 G, Sir John Djcr was field ofKcer of the day at Woolwich, sad 
observing the horses of Colonel Fyers' carriage take fright and nu 
away, he made endeavours to stop them. In so doing he was 
Rtmck on the breast by the pole of the carriage and knocked dowiiy 
the wheels passing over his body. lie sarvived only a few hoiiTi» 
leavin;; a widow and four children to lament his untimely end. 
f Colonel iiackner, C.B., died at Chichester^ March 12, 1887, 

i sixtj-four. 
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accuracy over tlie heads of the troops, that large gaps 
vere cut in the ranks of the defeodcrg, and a mine was 
fired before its time, through which the assailants entered,* 

A long and obstinate reaistonce was coatinued in the 
streets, bat b; five ia the evenins opposition had ceased, 
snd San Sehaatian was in possessioa of the British. 

Many valuable soldiers fell in this assault, but none 
more regretted than Lieut. -Colonel Sir Eichard Fletcher, 
the commanding engineer, an officer who had served in 
the Royal Artillery, and who was greatly esleemed by the 
wiiole army for his gallantry and professional talent. 

Lieutenant Hugh Morganf and two gunners were 
bounded during the bombardment oF the castle, whieU 
surrendered on the 8th September, the garrison marching 
out and laying down their arms. Colonel Frazer recog- 
uised among the prisoners the officer who had so gallantly 
come down the breach after the tirat assault to assist our 
wounded. He ran up to him and offered his services, and 
diacovercd his name to be Lovsel de Hametiere, captain 
of the grenadiers of the 22ad regiment. "There, said 
he, " are the remains of the brave 22Dd ; we were the 
other day 250, not more than fifty now remain." 

Colonel Frazer introduced him te the Duke ofWelling- 
ton, by whom he was restored to liberty unconditionally. 

The high character suatained by the Koyal Artillery 
during this laborious siege cannot be giren in better 
lasj^uage than that of Sir T. Uraham iu his difiereut 
reports. In that of the 27th July, after the unsuccessful 
attack, he says: — "The conduct throughout tlie whole 
q£ the operations of the siege hitherto of the officers and 
men. of the HoyaL Artillery and Engineers never was ex- 
ceeded in iudefatigable zeal, activity, and gallantry i and 
I beg to mention particularly to jour lordship Lieut.- 
Colonels Dickson, Frazer, and May, and Major Webber 
Smith." At the capture 5irT. Graham reports:— "I have 
now only to repeat the eipreaaion of my higheat satiafao- 
tion with the coadnct of the officers of the Koyal Artillery 
and Engineers aa formerly particularized in the report of 
the first attack. Every branch of the artillery service 
Las been conducted by Colonel Dickson with the greatest 
ability." And after the aurrender of theeastle; — 'Be- 
sides the officers of artillery formerly mentioned, who 
have continued to serve with equal distiuctioo, I should 

* The firiiig oE tbuse gans was priiposed M ^ir T. Orahim by 
Culonel Dioksoa. 

f Sieil at Che!t«Dham, Smut H, \%'jSi. 
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not omit the names of Captains Morrison, Power, and 
Parker, who have been constantly in the breaching bat- 
teries and in the command of companies." 

After the fall of San Sebastian nearly a month elapsed 
unmarked b^ any hostile movements on the part of either 
army. During the interval both were employed in 
strengthening their respective positions by the conatmo- 
tion of field-works, and in preparing K)r the further 
prosecution of the campaign. 

On the morning of the 7th October the allied armj 
moved against the French, and after a hard day's fighting 
effected the passage of the Bidassoa, causing the enemy 
to retreat. Boss's, Eamsay's, and Smith's troops and 
Michell's* battery!(late Dubourdieu's) were engaged at the 
commencement of the action, in different parts of the 
position ; but on crossing the river the enemy retired, and 
there was no further need of their services. 

The artillery encountered many difBoulties in crossmg 
the Pyrenees. The rugged mountains, the bad roads, 
and above all, the intrieate windings they were compelled 
to take to avoid the enemy, occasioned many diaaaten, 
such as the upsetting of carriages, &c. ; the snow on the 
tops and sides of the mountains, and the heavy rain in 
the valleys, increased the difficulties tenfold. 

On the 27th October Boss's troop, with Douglas's and 
Sympher's (German) batteries, received orders to advance. 
The former, which was particularly active during the 
whole of the campaign, reached Vera on the morning of 
the 28th, after struggling nearly twenty hours among the 
mountains ; the batteries did not arrive at Salines (an 
adjoining village) until the afternoon of the 29th. Three 
guns of Maxwell's battery were so firmly imbedded in 
the mud and snow, that all attempts to withdraw them 
were fruitless ; they were therefore buried and abandoned. 

On the 10th November the battle of the Nivelle was 
fought, and the allies entered France. 

Though the whole of the allied army conducted itself in 
a manner impossible to be surpassed, no small portion of 
the success of this action must bo attributed to the 
artillery under Colonel Dickson. By the indefatigable 
exertions of that officer, and those under him in command 
of batteries, artillery was brought to bear on the encmv's 
works from situations which appeared utterly inaccessible 
to that arm. A mountain battery under Lieutenant 

* The present Lieut. •Genertk.V Sit J. WvQlxell, K.C.B., coIomI* 
comwandant of the (>th brigade. 
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!Bobe, consisting of gons liarDeaaed on mules trained for 
the service, ascended the most difficult ridges, and showered 
down deatructioQ on the intreDchmec^ below.* The 
attack was began at daybreak by oigliteen guna, which 
opened on the enemy's advanced redoubt near Sarre. 
After & severe pounding from these guna, the infantry of 
the 4th division stormed and carried the redoubt. Ross's 
troop then galloped to a rising ground in rear of another 
redoubt (Grenada), drove tho euemy from it, wlien the 
British infantry carried it and tho village of Sarre, and 
advanced to the attack of Ckusel's main position. Fart 
of it was carried, but Clausel stood firm, covered by 
a&otber redoubt and a powerful battery. These were 
speedily silenced by Boss s guna, the only battery that had 
been able to aurinount the difficulties of the ground after 
passing Sarre. The British infantry then carried the 
redoubt, drove Clausel from his position, forced the French 
to retire, and the rout waa complete. 

Sir Howard Douglas, when jn committee on tke Ord- 
nance Estimates in 1845, said—" That operation was worth 
all the money the Horae Artilloi-y ever coat the country." 

Other troops and batteriea, tlioufjh thejf did not play 
so important a part, rendered effective service at dllTerciit 
perta of the position. Itamsay's troop, Bran.dreth'B,t 
Michell's, Douglas's, Sympher'a batteries, and TuUoh'a 
Portuguese artillery, oil contributed to the success of the 
day, and great consternation was created among the 
enemy by the shot from Kobe's mountain guns, which 
came tumbling down among them when they thought 
tbemselves secure, The artillery had six men killed in 
the action, and thirty-five wounded, including Lieutenant 
J. Day, of Boss's troop. 

The achievements of the 10th November were followed 
by an interval of repose. The allied army went into can- 
tonments between the Nivelle and the sea, while Marshal 
Sonlt withdrew his army within an intrenched camp in 
front of Bayonne. 

Wellington now determined, iu order to eitend his line 
of supply, to seize the strong ground between the Nive 

* " The artiller; which was in tlis field was of the greatest mtc 
to nt ; and I rannot auffioiantly aoliDQwledgo the intolligenoe and 
utivily vith vhicli it vns broaghl to the point of nltsck, under 
the dlrootions of Coloiie! Dichaon, over the bad roads throagh the 
monntains in this aensoa of the year." — We[tii>sla)i't Despatch. 

t Served at Malta, IBOO ; coaat of Franco, 1803; GoruDDa 
campaign and Walchereo, 1809. Died at Chadlej, Dctito, ^«t 
\«mber2i, 1S51. 
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and the Adonr. The allied army accordingly advanced 
on the 9th December, and after five days' severe fighting, 
the enemy was compelled to retreat to the Adour. 

On the first day, the only guns engaged were those -of 
Hamsay's troop and a Portu&;ue8e battery. Boss was on 
the ground, but was not called upon to engage. Hamsav 
behaved with his usual gallantry; he was twice stro^ 
with musket-shot — first on the chin, and afterwards in the 
breast, a ball having fiattened a button of his waistcoat 
He never left the field, but remained with his troop 
until the 14th, when the enemy retreated ; he was then 
compelled to report himself wounded, being unable to 
move from his quarters. On the 10th, Eamsay's troop 
did considerable execution among the enemy, as did Captain 
Mosse's* battery (late Lawson's), which arrived on the 
field most opportunelv. Captain Cairnes, who was present 
as a spectator, his oattery being at Fuenterabia (afev 
miles in the rear), received a severe wound in the h^id. 

The artillery were not in action on the 11th, and on 
the 12th there were but two guns of Mosse's batteiy 
engaged. 

Most of the batteries which could be brought up, espe- 
cially those of Hill's division, were warmly engaged in 
the final struggle on the 13th; !Ross's troop was parti* 
cularly engaged, and, with a battery of Portuguese goni, 
kept the enemy from advancing by the main road. One 
of Koss's guDS was dismounted by a shot which broke the 
axletree ; but a spare carriage bemg at hand, the gun wn 
soon replaced ana in action. 

The following extracts from the despatches speak for 
the services of the artillery in the battles of the mve :— 

" Captain Eamsay's troop of Horse Artillery moved witii 
the left and centre columns, and I had much reason to be 
pleased with the active and judicious manner in which he 
and his officers conducted themselves, and with the effect 
of the fire of the troop." — Sir John Hope, 10th December. 

** In my former reports I ought to have mentioned that the 
troop of Horse Artillery commanded by Captain Kamsay. 
and the brigades of artillery commanded by Captains Ctf- 
michael and Mosse, have been employed with the adyanoed 
troops on the lOtli and 11th, and that they conducted 
themselves to my satisfaction." — Sir John Mope, IM 
December, 

** The two brigades of artillery under Lieut.-Cokmd 
Hoaa and Licut.-Colonel Tulloh were most judicioutl^ 

• Died at Devoi\potl, "CviXiiuM^ ^,\^'i>\» 
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posted to command the road, aud CBiised ponaiderable loss 
to the enemy Id his adrance, and during the contest upon, 
our centre ; the zeal and activity of these ofEeera were 
most conspicnons throughout the day. 

" I feel myself particularly iodehted to Major Carncrosa 
of the Eoyal Artillery, with the officers of hia department." 
—Sir £. Bill. IG/A Decemher. 

The winter had now set in with severity, and ended all 
miHtary movementB for a season. Towards the middle of 
February, the weather having then become more favour. 
abie, tiie army prepared to take the field. 

On the 17th the enemy were driven across the Gave de 
Mauleon hy a corps under Sir Eowland Hill ; the 92nd 
regiment, supported by the fire of Captain Beane's troop, 
CToaaed the ford, and made a most gallant attack upon 
the Frenoh infantry, forcing them to retire wiUi consi- 
derable loss, 

On this occasion Lieutenant G. A, Moore was tilled by 
B mnsket-bsll. 

On the night of Ihe 22iid February the first diTiaion 
got nnder arms and marched upon the Adour. The ad- 
vanced guard consisted of three light companiea of the 
Ist brigade, 'Captain Morrison's battery, and a rocket 
troop under Captain Lane. Their route lay through a 
deep, gloomy pine forest, over a bad country road. By 
daylight the next morning a battery of IS-pounders was 
establiahed on the left bank of the river, wliieh waa very 
shortly engaged with a corvette — the Sappho — and a few 
gunboats. A number of rocketa were fired, and one of 
them stuck in Ihe how of one of the boats and sank her. 
The French soldiers were so frightened that they jumped 
i^erboard with all their accoutrements, and were drowned. 
_.Tlie practice of the battery was not good at first, from 

I vant of platforms ; but thie was soon rectified, and 

a corvette got a most handsome pommelhng, and was 

■gjad at last to sheer off, with the loss of ihcr captain, and 

more than half her crew killed and wounded. One of our 

shots cut her dagstsS' in two, and the tricolour flag was 

en floating down the stream. An artillery man, stripping 

f Lib clotjies, swam in and brought it out, and it waa 

■ iQon seen waving on our own battery as atrophy. Captain 

airison had the skirts of his coat shaved ofi' by a shot, 

d being rather Dutch-built, his comrades were rather 

._HUed at the circumstance, and at the curious appearaDce 

£ presested. 

A bridge which had been conatructed b; Coloivel 

I Sturgeon, and completed by liie BtaS tot^, ■- 
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be thrown over the Adour ; to effect which a number ol 
^shasse-marJes ^ere sent round the coast from Passan^et, 
laden with anchors and other essentials for the foundatioiL 

The entrance to the Adour was at all times attended 
with peril to crafb of every description, owing to a bar <A 
sand, over which the waves rolled with fearful yiolenoe. 

The enemy had removed the buoys which mark this 
dangerous spot, and coosequently when the little flotillt 
bearing the materials appeared at the mouth of the river, 
it was necessary, before they proceeded any further, the 
bar should be discovered. A boat commanded by Lieuteoaat 
0'£eilly and Captain Faddv* of the artillery (who had 
volunteered to accompany him), led the way. A high 
wind was at this moment dashing the waves over the mhe; 
and defying the approach of the invaders. They paused 
for a moment, dunag which O'Beilly whispered to Oi^taii 
Faddy to unbuckle his sword, then shouted — " GKve wigr, 
my lads 1" and through the surf the cutter dashed ; hot 
was presently driven on the shore, overwhelmed by the 
waters. 

O'Eeilly was thrown senseless on the sands ; but, bdag 
quickly borne away by the soldiers, soon recovered. Faddtf 
managed to swim to shore, as did also some of the creir: 
the rest were drowned. 

Two boats swamped, and Captain Elliott and all haadl 
perished. It was not until the wind had gone down tint 
the attempt was renewed, and even then our boat's ereir 
were all drowned. Five guuboats, having ten artilkfy- 
men in each, escaped with difficulty. 

In the meantime, 500 men of the Guards and 60th Biflei^ 
with Captain Lane's rocket brigade, had crossed the rim 
by means of a raft, and the enemy, becoming alarmed, 
advanced to attack them. The Guards awaited theap- 
proach of the French columns till within a short distance of 
their front, and then commenced a well-directed fire ; the 
guns of Bamsay'tf troop and Carmichael'sf battery, whiek 
were stationed on the left bank, began to cannonade theii^ 
and the rockets were discharged with terrific effae^ 
piercing the enemy's column, killing several men, tai 
blazing through it with the greatest violence. 

* The present Colonel Peter Faddy. Prior to entering the Bijil 

Artillerj, Colonel Faddy served as a midshipman on board Hi 

Ana, at the captare of the Dutch fleet in Saldtnha Bay, in 1791 

As a lientenant in the Royal Artillery he senred in the West 

in 1808-9. 

t Died at^am, ^^\Am\«si'I\,\%*a. 
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The result was the aim oat immediate rout of the 
French, who, terror-struck at the uimanal appearance, 
and at the effect of this novel and deetmctive projectile, 
made the beet of their retreat towards the citadel of 
Sajonne, which -was invested on the night of the 26th. 
The bridge across the Adour was completed on the same 
day, bj means of which a direct communication was 
opened between Spain and Bordeaux, and waa of the 
utmost importance till the end of the war. Three com- 
panies of the Hoyal Artillery remained with Sir John 
Hope for the siege of Bayonne, Eamsay's and other troops 
of Horse Artillery forwinp part of the covering; army. 
Sir John Hope, deeming it espedient to inveat the city 
more closely, on the niglit of the 27th attacked therillage 
of St. Etienne, drove the French out of it, and captured 
Bome priaonera. Part of Caimes' battery waa engaged, 
bnt there waa not much call for artillery, the principal 
wm-k being done 1^ General Himiber and Lis German 
brigade. General Himiber applied for gome of our artil- 
lerymen to bring off a French field piece which was 
standing behind a traverse in tlie road between the enemy 
and hia own troops, but they could not be spared, and 
Colonel Frazer volunteered to lead a party of the Germans 
for that purpose. Frazer ran forward, turned the gun 
roond, and the Germans brought it in. Several of them 
lost their lives, however, and Frazer received a musket- 
ball in hia ahoulder. 

The oppoaite aides were about 100 yards asnader, and 
they remained so, firing away at each other for aome 
time. Two or three attempts were made by the French 
to charge's howitzer of Caimes' which was atatioaed in 
the road, but tbey never came up to it, aad were even- 
tually obliged to retire into the citadel. 

On the same day Wellington, with the main army, 
attacked Souli at Orthea. fio a a's and Gardiner's troops 
particiUarly distinguished themselves on tiiia occasion, 
bnt not more so than Sjmpher'a German battery, 
which suffered great losses, including that of ita com- 
mander, who waa justly esteemed in private and highly 
valued in public life by his comrades of the British ar- 
tillery. 

Maxwell's, Turner's,* and Micbell's batteries were en- 
gaged in this action ; twice they had eighteen guna in 

- * Tbe late Qenemi Sir Q. Turner, E.C.B., calonel-cmamandBut 
of the 12th brigade. Died at Meuie, near Abanleen, Becembar S, 
1 861, aged eightj-fonr yeare. 
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line, and made splendid practice. " The conduct of the 
artillery throughout the aay deserved my highest appro- 
bation," is the only notice of the corps in Wcllington'i 
despatch. 

The battle was followed by skirmishes at Aire, Etau- 
liers, Vic Bigorre, &c., and the battle of Toulouse. 

Captain Beane's troop was engaged at Aire on the 2Dd 
March, and Captain Macdonald greatly distinguished 
himself in attempting to rally the Portuguese troops. 

Four guns under Captain Jenkinson* were engaged aft 
Etauliers on the 5 th. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgeon, an officer of anperior 
merit, who was attached to Lord Wellington's stan, was 
killed at Yic Bigorre on the 18th. He began his services 
in the Eoyal Artillery, and served seven years in the 
corps, during which he took part in the Egyptian cam* 
paign of 1801 ; he was promoted into the staff corps in 
June, 1803. 

The batteries of Marshal Beresford's division, under 
Major Dyer, were constantly in action during the battle 
of Toulouse. Gardiner's troop (with the hussar brigade) 
was brought up to silence the enemy's artillery at im- 
portant points, and the German and !rortuguese artUI^ 
under Colonel Areutschild were most warmly engaged. 
Lieutenant Blumenbach, of the German artillery, was the 
only -officer killed. 

Lieutenant Charles Comwallis Mitchell, H.A., who, 
as captain of a Portuguese battery, had rendered great 

* At Kingston- on -Thames is a monument erected to the memoiy 
of this officer, on which appears the following inscription : — '*Neur 
this place lie the remains of Lieut. -Colonel George Jenkinson, C.B., 
third son of John Jeukinson, Esq., brother of Charles first Earl uf 
Liverpool: born 24th February, 1783: died 2l8t March, 1821 
Early in life he entered into the Royal Artillery, and was iIDm^ 
diately employed on active service in Holland. He served fiv« 
years in Spain under the Duke of Wellington, at whose recom- 
mendation he was promoted to the rank of lieot.-colonel . Bwrt, 
open, and geneix>us, he gained the love of his friends and the esteem oC 
the army. Amidst the temptations and vicissitudes of the mililaiy 
profession, he maintained a ste^idy and uniform course of ChriitiM 
conduct, and during a lonji; and painful illness, which terminated 
his life, he derived from religion that support and comfort wkidi 
religion alone can impart, and mot the awful summons with retif* 
nation to the will of God, and humble confidence in His mtnj 
through the merits of the Redeemer. This tablet is erected to kii 

memory by his sarviving brothers as a tokeu of their affection aad 

esteem" 
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flervice throughout the campHigna, especially at Badiijoz 
aad Vittoria, waa brouglit most prominenLlj forn-ard 
during this battle. The Spaniards, iiaving beea ordered 
to attack a fortified chapel, in their advance entered a 
hollow road leading to 'loulouse, and finding the meeh'es 
under cover iiom the guns of the fort, djstaat about 
«igbtj yards, they could not be induced to quit that posi- 
tion of safety. But iho French infantry came out ot the 
tbrt, and from the brow of the ravine poured down a 
deetruotive fire. At thia moment MitcheU'B guns were 
ordered up to cover the Spanish division and drive back 
the French infantry. In their advanDe the driver of the 
leaders of his iirsC gun was killed. Mitchell iastantlr 
sprang from his horse, and, vaulting into the driver h 
vacant eaddle, dashed forward with his brigade, placed 
hie guns in position, and quickly drove the CDcmy back 
into their stronghold. He was at thia time about one- 
and-twenty, and one of the tallest and handsomest men 
in the Peninsular army. His cap had fallen off, and his 
appearance, as at full speed he led onward the foremost 
gun, excited as much interest as admiration. Towards the 
close of the battle Mitchell received a scTere contusion 
from a spent ball, which kept him some weeks on crutches; 
and he had previously been saved from the shot of a 
French rifleman by a gunner named Vaz. who, pushinii 
Lis captatu over the gun he was pointing, received himself 
the ball. 

Don Josef de Espiteta, the commander of the division 
to which Mitchell was attached, und who had not been on 
good terms with him, on witnessing kis gallant conduct 
at Toulouse suddenly embraced him, and asked to be for- 
given the ill-will he had evinced towards him. Soon 
afterwards the following letter was sent to Sir Alexander 
Dickson :— 

" SiH, — I have sensibly felt the omission in the reports 
of the name of Captain Charles Mitclioll, who, with two 
guns, was placed under my orders on the 10th ult., and 
who followed afterwards with the remainder of the Por- 
tuguese artillery. My wounds, and other circumstances 
it concerns me not now to state, have prevented me from 
making any report, and hence many Spa.ni8h officers have 
been deprived of their merited commendation. Mever- 
thcless, 1 trust that justice will he done to them ; and X 
beg to assure you tUat Captain Mitchell was unsurpassed 
for his great serenity in the action on \,W \Clv\i, ■wa\.'«^fi^- 
etundjug that the guns opposed tolivmYiexe 'utv^\ft\osi'a'W 
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force."* I am, one of the most obedient and faithful ol 
jour servants, 

" Josef db Esfileta, &c. <&c." 

On the occasion of the sortie from Bajonne (14th 
April), the last event of the war, Lieutenant Henry 
Blachleyt received a wound, his head being grazed and 
part of his ear carried away by a niusket-ball. He was 
the last artilleryman whose blood was shed in this memor- 
able war. 

Napoleon having abdicated, peace was proclaimed, and 
the army prepared to embark at Bordeaux ; the cavalry 
and artillery, however, marched through the country — 

'* To Calais ; and to England then. 
Where ne'er from France arrived more happy men.** 

Shakspxabl 



* On the return of the Portuguese army to Lisbon, Mitchell wv 
attached to the staff of Marshal Beresford, whom in 1820 he aoeom- 
panied to the Brazils, and thence to Prance. In 1825 h« vat 
appointed Professor of Fortification at the Royal Military Aeadeny, 
and a few years afterwards was sent to the Cape of Qood Hope m 
Surveyor-General, Civil Engineer, and Superintendent of Woikb 
His attention to the important duties of his triple depaitmeat ftr 
nearly twenty years, during which he constructed many importaiit 
roads, lighthouses, &c., won for him the esteem and admiratita of 
the colonists, who, on his retirement in 1848, pronounced him "$m 
old and valued friend, an efScient public servant, an elegant aad 
accomplished gentleman and officer." During the Kafllr war «f 
1834 Mitchell served as assistant quartermaster •general on the 
of Sir Harry Smith. He returned to England m 1848, and 
at Eltham, March 2^, 1851. 

f The present Major-General Blachley. 



CHAPTEE 21. 

' ' To traverse climes beyoncl the western main. 
Where wild Oswego epreads her awampa around, 
And Niagai^ stuns with thundcmig souad." 

O01.D8UITE1I 



I AMERICA, 1812—1811 



Thb American people, goaded by Buonaparte, bad, though 
not actually at war, been on tJiBmoat unfriendly terma with 
Great Britain for some years, and in 1812 (haring pre- 
Tiouslj made extensive preparationa) they declared war. 
GBnada being at this time very deficient of troops, and the 
defences having been greatly neglected, on account of the 
great struggle going on in Europe, the Americana no 
doubt conceived that thia vast colony would fall an caay 
prey. 

In one of the first movementB on the part of the British, 
the capture of Detroit, thirty of the itoyal Artillery, under 
Lieutenant Felix Troughton,* an active .and intelligent 
officer, rendered moat effective service. At the battle of 
Qaeenatown, where the Americana were ao fligually de- 
feated, and where the brave General Brock lost his life, a 
small detachment of the Boyal Artillery under Captain 
Hoicroft.f aBsisted by the Mifitia artillery under Captaina 
Powell and Cameron, acquitted thcmaelrea with great 
bravery, their fire contributing materiaUy to the fortunate 
reaolt of the day. 

At the defence of Fort Erie, in November, 1812, the 

* Died OQ pnesage from America, Juue 24, ISIS. 
t Captaia Hotcroft received his majoiitj far tlits anfiioD^ £ 
cetiie^, and emigrated to Cau&da in l&as. 
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only artillery employed were the militia under Oaptain 
Xirby, who, however, was assisted bv Lieutenant King uid 
some non-commissioned officers of the ^oyal Artillery. 
Lieutenant King was in command of two field-pieces at- 
tached to Lieutenant Lamont*s detachment, woich, un- 
fortunately, was surprised and routed, Lieutenant Kipg 
being dangerously wounded and taken prisoner. He died 
while in the hands of the Americans, on the 22nd February, 
1813. Bombardier Jackson, of the E^yal Artillery, du* 
tinguished himself by firing a 6-pounder rapidly againrt 
the enemy, who were retreating across the river in boats. 

At the unsuccessful defence of Frenchtown (18di 
January, 1813), which was only provided with one gua. 
Bombardier !Kitson, of the Broyal Artillerj, and three 
of the Essex Militia, whom he had tramed as goa- 
uers, distinguished themselves by firing it with snooen 
upon the enemy, and carrying it ofi* with them in the 
retreat. 

During the night of the 21st a force under Colood 
Proctor advanced towards Frenchtown, and on the monh 
ing of the 22nd captured or destroyed the whole of the 
Americans under General Winchester, except about thirty 
who escaped into the woods. In this afiair Lieutenant 
Trough ton, B.A., was wounded. 

** i have fortunately not been deprived of the services of 
Lieutenant Troughton," says Proctor, in his despatch, *' al- 
though he was wounded ; to whose zealous and unwearied 
exertions I am greatly indebted, as well as to the whole of 
the Iloyal Artillery for their conduct in this afiair." 

On the 19th April two brigs, with three tenders, 150 
marines, and five artillerymen, under Lieutenant Bobertson, 
destroyed the boats and stores at Frenchtown, and returned 
without molestation. A similar undertaking took plaee 
against Havre-de-Grace on the 22nd May, and met with 
success. 

The Americans having surprised and captured the post 
of York on Lake Ontario, advanced towards Fort GreorgB, 
which was occupied bv a small garrison under Brigadier- 
General Vincent, including thirty of the Koyal Artillerf 
under Major Holcroft. These, with the exception of one 
gunner, were in the plain with field guns awaiting the 
enemy's advance. Vincent soon perceived that the Ameri- 
cans numbered more than four times his little force, and 
consequently gave orders for them to withdraw. The 
D-pounder battery in the fort, although worked by militia- 
men, assisted by one guxmet of the Hoyal ArtiUery, wu 
^OBt ably served dor'mg l\ie ^\vo\d ^tv^qI >i2(^ ^skMB^'s 
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firnt attempt to laad ; nor waa tbe gan abandonod till 
nearly all the mea stationed at it had been, killed or 
wonaded. 

On the other hand, the 24-pounder, manned also by llio 
militia, and which ougiit to liare Bunk one or two of tbe 
enemy's aehoouers, wai apiked and totally abandoned 
almost at the commeiicement of tbe attack. After some 
gallant fighting, Vincent, with his troops, retired to Bur- 
lington, abont fifty miles from Fort George, and collectiiiK 
the little garriaonB from Fort Erie and other points, found 
Jumaelf at the bend of IQOO men, and resolved to make a 
Btand. The American general Dearborn marched after 
him, and on tbe 4th June was seen approaching the English 
position. 

He encamped at Stoney Creek, about five miles from 
Vincent, with 3500 men and nine piecea of artillery. He 
intended to attack tbe nest morning, but in this he was 
forestalled, for Colonel Harvey, with 700 men, assaulted 
hia camp at midnight, and the Americans fled in all direc- 
tions, leaving two generals, one hundred prisoners, and 
foiir guns in the hands of the English. 

A detachment of the Eoyal Artillery acjompanied the 
assaulting party for the purpose of taking any ndfantajje 
that might occur in the working of tbe enemy's guns. 
Owing to the darkness of tlie night, howerer, and the 
precipitate flight of the Americans, the guna «!Ould not be 
used, but having captured niue horses, with harness, they 
took a 6-pounder and a 6J-inch howitzer to the British 
camp, spiking and dismounting the remaining two pieces. 

At the Miami (5th May), and in all the subsequent 
operations, " the Eoyal Artillery, in the laborious duties 
they performed, displayed their usual unwearied zeal." 

On the 3rd June three gunboats, assisted by a small 
body of troops on the Isle aux Noii, after a spirited 
action, captured the United States armed vessels Growler 
and JEiigle, manned with fifty men in each and twenty- 
two guns. There were three gunners of the Eoyal Artil- 
lery in eauli boat, and a detBchment on shore under Captain 
l'. Gordon, who materially contributed to the aurreooer of 
the enemy. 

On the morning of the 11th July a small force under 
Colonel Biashopp, including twenty of the Koyal Artillery 
under Lieutenant 11. S. Armstrong,* crossed the Nia- 
gara, and attacked the enemy's batteries at Black Bock. 

The pr^at llajor-Genend Armatrang. He ii«a «^i^t 
ided (luriiigthe enemy's atta<ik aiiB<iitiQ[eQii{,<ti^l^l°'>li^!'>^' 
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Having landed, tbey moved with rapidity up to the pott, 
when the ei^emj fled, leaving a considerable qnantitj of 
^xmB, clothing, and stores behind them. Oar force being 
insufficient to maintain the post, they instantly set to 
work to destroy the capturea ordnance, bringing awi^, 
however, 4 guns, 177 muskets, 6 ammunition kegs, and a 
quantity of shot. They also brought away 181 barrels of 
provisions, about 270 blankets, anda considerable quantity 
of clothing, iron, leather, &c. 

The Americans, seeing the British retire, returned and 
poured a destructive flre upon them, as they croBsed the 
river, bjr which the commander (Colonel ^isshopp) and 
about thirteen men were mortaUy wounded. 

Towards the end of the year three American armiet, 
under Generals Harrison, Wilkinson, and Hampton, were 
marching towards Kingston and Montreal. The three 
generals were routed, their forces having been defeated 
by the troops under Generals S>ottenburg and Yinoent, 
and the Americans were completely driven out of both 
Upper and Lower Canada before winter. 

In one of the principal actions during these movementiy 
which took place at Christler'sFarm on the 11th November, 
the artillery were commanded by Captain H. G. Jackson.* 

In their retreat the Americans committed savage emp- 
ties, burning down villages, and driving the die>fencele« 
population out into the snow. This ferocity excited the 
British and Canadians to retaliation. They crossed the 
water, and pursued them in their own territories. 

Fort Niagara was attacked on the 19th December, and 
the ^hole garrison captured or killed. An army of 200D 
men, under General Hull, then came up to check the 
onward course of the British, but it was met by General 
Kiall and his little force on the 30th December, and re- 
pulsed with great slaughter, followed through the villages 
of Buffalo and Black Eock, which were set flre to by the 
Canadian militia, whose homes had been so ruthlessly 
destroyed by the Americans. 

The artillery of this column was commanded by Captain 
Brid^e,t who was in consequence allowed the honour ol 
bearing the word "Niagara" on his appointments. In 
General Drummond's despatch relating to the operatioM 
of this period, he says — ** Of the conduct of the officen 
and troops too much cannot be said. The patienoe and 
fortitude with which they have borne the privation d 

• Died at VfarUy, Se^lem^t 4, 1849. 
t Died at Cheltcn^HLin, \Kicem\«t ^\,\^Vi, 
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almoat every oomfort and tlio severity of a most rigorous 
climate at ihia advaneed BeaBon of tlie year, reflects iLe 
highest credit upon nil. To Captain Bridge, Lieuteaimt» 
ArmBtrong and Charlton* of tho lloyal Artillery, and 
Capteia Cameron of the Militia Artillery, whose zeal and 
exertiona in tranaporting the heavy ordnance were very 
conspicuous, great praise ia due." 

During this campaign (on the 16th JSovember, 1813), 
Lieutenant Henry Eesterman, of the Royal Artillery, met 
with his death under moat painful circumatancea. One of 
the soldiers was lighting his pipe hy a Aaah. from the Hint 
of hia muEket ; unknown, to the man the piece was loaded, 
and on striking the flint the ammunition exploded, the 
ball entering the body of the officer. 

In the spring of 1S14 the Americana mado a fresh 
attempt to invade Canada. Wilkinson waa the first to 
cross the frontier, but he was repulsed and followed to 
Sackett's Harbour, where he took refuge. 

Early in May General Drummond, having among his 
troops a detachment of the Eoyal Artillery under Captaia 
Sdwin Crattenden, crossed Lake Ontario, stormed Port 
Oswego, destroyed it, and burnt the barracks. 

At the beginning of July the Amqrican general Brown 
crossed the Niagara with a 'strong force, attacked and 
took Fort Erie, and advanced into Canada. General Siall 
attempted to stop Itim at Street's Creek, near Chippewa,. 
with an insufficient force, and was compelled to retreat to 
near Fort Niagara.+ There he was reinforced by Drum- 
mond with a detachment of the troops recently landed 
from the army of tbe Peninsula. The Americans were 
met, and a severe battle was fought on the 25th of July, at 
Lundy's Laao, almost close to the cataract of Niagara. 
In this action the artillery were most warmly engaged. At 
one time, being nearly dark, the enemy got among our 
guna, and for a short time had Lieutenant Tomkynaj: in 
their possession, but he made bis escape. Our artillery- 
men were bayoneted by the enemy In the act of loading, 

* Died la Ifewfonadlaiid, Mi; 31, 1S22. 
■f " la thia action the artiller;, under tbe comioaad of Captain 
Mackonqckie, waa ahly aerrad, and directed with good effect." — 
JdalTa Detpatc/i. A ataff-offioer who was present bbJS : "We 
had great supericiriC; iii the liie of our artillery, whii^ was ad- 
mintUj served nnder an energetic officer. Captain Mockonoclie, and 
ire should have mado It oar principal oint, ficlng obliquely on tlio 
Amerieaa line until it was shaken, vhen we might have charged 
with proper effett."— F. S. Xag. 1856. 

J See chapter imj. 
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and the muzzles of the enemy's giyis were advanced within 
a few yards of ours. The darkness of the night daring 
this extraordinary conflict occasioned several uncommon 
incidents : our troops having for a moment been pushed 
back, some of our guns remained for a few minutes in 
the enemv*s hands ; they were, however, not only quickly 
recovered, but the two pieces brought up by the enemy were 
captured by us, together with several tumbrils; and in 
limbering up our guns at one period, one of the enemy's 
6-pounders was put by mistake upon a limber of ours, and 
one of our 6*pounders limbered on one of his, by which 
means the pieces were exchanged. CaptainMaclacnlane,* 
who had charge of the batteries at Fort Mississaga, volun- 
teered his services in the field on this occasion, and he was 
severely Wounded. Captain Mackonockiefand Lieutenant 
Tomkyns received great praise for the manner in which 
the guns under their direction were served ; as did also 
Sergeant Austin, who directed the Congreve rockets, which 
did much execution. 

The Americans, being totally defeated, retreated to Chip- 

?ewa, and thence to Erie, closely followed by our troops. 
)rummond then rashly undertook the siege of Fort Erie, 
and after bombarding it for two days, gave orders for an 
assault. Unfortunately, after our infantry had obtained a 
footing in the enemy's works, an explosion took place which 
caused a panic and almost instant retreat to the batteries. 
The skill and exertions of Major Phillot,;J; who commanded. 
Captain Sabine, § and all the officers and men of the Eoyal 
Artillery, received their commander's entire approbation. 
Lieutenant Charlton entered the fort with the assaulting 
column and fired several rounds upon the enemy from his 
own guns ; he was wounded by the explosion. 

In September the garrison of Fort Erie, being strongly 
reinforced and elated by their repulse of General Drum- 
mond, marched out and made an attack on the British lines. 
They were received with such effect that they rapidly fell 
back on Fort Erie, and no longer feeling themselves safe 
even there, they evacuated the fort, demolished its works, 
and retreated altogether from the shore of V pper Canada. 
Many attacks on smaller forts, &c., were made by our 
troops m the^summer of 1814; among these may be men- 
tioned the capture of Moose Island (Captain vV. Dunnjl 

♦ Died at Woolwich, November 12, 1835. 

t Died at Plymouth, October 25, 1815. 

; Died March 12, 1839. '^ S«e chapter xix. 

II See chaptex Vm. 
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coramandinE E.A.), lUh July; tiie affair of Hamden, 
3rd September (R.A. Lieutenant Garstin) ; Castine (R.A. 
Major G. Crawford) ;* Machks, lltli September (H.A. 
Lieutenant J. Daniel) ;t and the capture of the little post 
of Prairie du Chien. This post, or fort, aitnated on the 
Mississippi, about 450 miles from. Mi chili niacin ac, and 
garrisoned by betireen sixty and seventy men with sis 
pieces of ordnance, was also defended by a Runboat mount- 
ing fourteen suns aud manned with seTonty or eighty 
men with muskets. The force destined for the attack of 
this fort consisted of 150 militiamen, 500 Indians, and one 
sergeant of artillery, with a 3-ponnder field piece, which 
was served by the Michigan Fenoibleg. They arrived before 
tbe fort otj the 17lh July, and the garrison having refused 
to surrendei', the 3-pounder was directed against "the for- 
midable ganboat, and it was so well directed and so abty 
served, that in three hours the crew of the Governor 
Clark (the gunboat) cut her cable and dropped down the 
current. The fort had now to be reduced with six round- 
ahot (including three of the enemy's which had been 
picked up), all the ammunition having been expended 
against the gunboat. 

The first ball waa about to he put into the 3-pounder, 
when a flag was hung out from the fort, and the American 
garrison, numbering sixty.one combatants, each posaesned 
of a stand of arms, surrendered as prisoners of war. Th» 
commander of the expedition. Colonel M'Eay. says': "As 
to the Bergeant of artillery, too much cannot be said of 
him ; for the fate of the day and onr suceesa were to he 
attributed in a great measure to his courage aud well- 
managed firing." 

England having her hands freed by the general Euro- 
pean peace of ISli, detennined to act on the offensiva 
with her unruly son, and by the end of May a descent on 
the American capital waa decided on. Before leaving 
France Major-General Ross, with some regiments and two 
companies of the Royal Artillery under Captains Mitchell 
aud Carmiuhael, received orders to proceed to America, 

* Die.1 at Nice, April 1, 1S47, ftgeJ seraatj-one. 
+ "A lietaohment of thirty seamBu fruru H.M.S.Buccftanfe, under 
Mt. Bmce, were attached to the Royal Artillery under the command 
ot Lientenant Dauiel of that corps for the purpose of dragging tho 
howltaer, as no other laeans could he procured to bring it foinard. 
To tliiiir unwearied exertions and the judicioud nnangemeat of 
Lieuteuaat Daoiel I nm indebted for having a GJ-inch howitzer 
ennVBjTBd through a coontry tha most difficult ot atHftiB I «i«i ■«*«■ 
n eased. ".—/"('tt/ny/oM'* Despatch, . 
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and by the end of July the transports with these troop 
board were anchored in St. George's Harbour, Bermu 

Soon after a fresh arrival of troops from Genoa, inc 
in^ Captain Crawford's^ company of artillery, compl 
this army, with which, on the 2nd of August, Mi 
General £oss sailed from Bermuda, arriving on the '. 
off the mouth of the Potomac, and proceeding at one 
the Paxtuxent, about twenty miles further up the bay 

No sooner had they cast anchor in the Paxtuxent 1 
Lieutenant Speer,t Assistant- Surgeon Nelson, and 
•Chesterton,! B.A., attended by a few armed artilleryi 
signalized tneir arrival in the country by the timely 
ture of some sheep, foraging parties being allowed by 
•commander'in-chief, with the understanding that they i 
to pay for what they seized. 

When landed the guns and waggons were dragfi^ed 
the men ; but as they proceeded, the roads, hilly and cf 
ciously stony and sandy, offered such obstructions to t 

S regress, that all but one 6-pounder were sent aflos 
larlborough ;. and that one gun, under Captain Crawf 
was destined to fire away at Bladensburgh against he 
ordnance landed from the American ships. 

The army was destitute of cavalry, but a small deti 
nient of artillery drivers, under the prompt leadershi] 
Captain Lempnere,§ acted as cavalry, rendering n 
effective service. 

The guns were brought up by Captain Mitchell for 
action at Bladensburgh (26th August). The enemy's i 
line giving way, it was driven to the second, which yiek 
to the irresistible attack of the bayonet and the n 
directed discharge of rockets from Captain Deacoi 
brigade, got into confusion and fled, leaving the Bri 
masters of the field. During this action the artillery, 
six mcQ wounded. 

The army marched at once upon Washington, 
arriving in that city at eight o'clock the same eveni 
commenced directly the destruction of all public prope 
Lieutenant Spcer and a portion of his company were ] 
ticularly conspicuous in the work of devastation, sett 



* The present Major-General A. F. Crawford. 

f Died insane. 

t Late governor of Cold bath* fields Prison. 

i$ Died at Ewell, Surrey, January 19, 1858, aged sixty-Dim 

)l This officer commanded the artillery on board the VoU 

bomb daring an engagement 'w'llh lV\e Saury Jack^ American 

DM at Clapham, Ocxober ft, \ft^^. 
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fire to the Capitol, the A»eDd, Boiikjard, Treasury, and 
ether Govomment huitdingB. 

The guns taken, in all 19t piecea, were parted by 
Lientenant T. G. Williams, ucting quartermaster of Eojal 
Artillery. 

Oa the Both the army re-embarked, and proceeded to 
descend the Pastuxent. 

At tho battle of Baltimore, on the 12th September 
(where General Bobb was killed), the British artillery, 
especially the guns under Captain Carmichitel, did great 
execution, and created a panic, of which the inPaatry 

Eroioptlj^ availed themselves, and the rout of the enemy 
ecame inevitable. The Americana lied, leaving their 
position streived with dead and dying. 

During the night of the 12tk a very heavy rain fell, and 
the troops were greatly in want of shelter. Captain 
Mitchell, the commanding ofHcor of the artillery, found a 
comfoTiaile night's lodging in a pigsty. 

On the 15th the force took to the ships, and standing 
out at sea, awaited the arrival of reuiforcementB from 
Ei^land. 

In miserable inactivity the troops remained on board 
the fleet until the 25th November, when they were joined 
by General Keaoe and a small reinforcement. 

With this arrival was Major Munro's company of artil- 
lery ; this officer being the senior, at once asaumed the 
command of the corps. The troops destined for the ad' 
Tance were cmbarkca in small boats on the evening of the 
22nd December, and pushing their way up a narrow creek, 
landed a few miles from New Orleans on the morning of 
the 23rd. 

A brigade of 3-pounders under Captain Deacon, and 
tlte .rocket brigade under Captain Lane, were with the 
advance. One of the vessels which conveyed the artillery, 
and which was laden almost to the water's edge with 
ammunition, took lire, but after two hours' hard work 
(during which Captain Lempriere set a gallant example to 
his men) the danger was got under. 

On the night of the 23rd, just after onr troops had en- 
camped, as Captain Deacon and his brother officers were 
enjoyine some fowls that had once been the property of 
GeneraTyillorf (nhoae house was now the British head- 
qnarters), they were startled by a cannonade. Well aa- 
flured that it must be on the enemy's side, the brigade was 
instantly manned, and, with the aid of drag- ropes, advanced 
at a rapid rale aloog a road running parallel with tl 
Missisaippi. The night was ^ety dait a.ai iQ^'£^,\Ni 
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was soon discovered that the firing came from a ]arg« 
armed schooner and two gunboats which had dropped 
down the river for the purpose of harassing our camp. 
The guns upon the road were prevented from being 
brought into action by the certainty that they would de* 
stroy both friend and foe, who were jumbled together 
before them. Two men of the Boyal Artillery were JcUied 
and eight wounded, including Lieutenant James Chrif tie. 
The latter received a severe wound in the spine, it is sop- 
posed from the musket of a soldier of the 95th regiment, 
as his back was never towards the enemy till he feO. He 
suffered intolerable agony, and liogered on until the 1st 
March, when he died at New Orleans, having been left in 
the hands of the Americans. 

The 24th passed quietly over, excepting that a stray 
shot was now and then pitched into the British camp from 
the American schooner. 

On the 25th (Christmas Day) Sir Edward Pakenham 
arrived to take command of the army, and with him Sir 
Alexander Dickson, who at once assxmied the command of 
the Boyal Artillery. 

A few guns having been got up to the front, they were 
placed inl)attery, and a temporary furnace construct^ to 
heat the shot ; and at daybreak on the 27th the guns (two 
9-pounder8,four6-pounder8, and two howitzers), loaded with 
red-hot shot, commenced a rapid fire upon the schooner. 

The second shot drove her crew to their boats, and the 
third set fire to her ; and after blazing away for sometime, 
the magazine was reached and the vessel blew up with a 
loud explosion. A large vessel had come up the river to 
the assistance of the schooner, but, warned oy the fate of 
the latter, her commander had her towed out of the reach 
of our guns. 

The British commander determined to make a demon- 
stration on the enemy's fortified line on the left bank of tbe 
Mississippi. Accordingly, at davlight on the morning of the 
28th, the troops moved forward in two columns, driving ia 
the whole of the enemy's line of outposts. A strongpicket 
posted at a house the property of Monsieur la Aonda 
was ppeedily destroyed by the rocket troop and 3-poQiider 
brigade. Our O-pounders, under Captains jVlitchell and 
Carmichael, were brought into action, but they were orer- 
matched by the ordnance in the American lines, and hf 
the guns of the ship which had escaped the day previouBlyt 
but which was now brought up agamst our forces. 

Our guns were withdrawn from the enemy's fire, aod 

tiroopa retired. 
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Caring these operations tbe artilleiy had four men 
lilled ; Lieutenant B, L. Poynter* and fi^e men wonnded. 
Lieutenant F. G. WilliamB died in the camp on the 28th. 

On Sunday, Ist Januarf, 1815, a terrific cannonade 
commenced ai;ainst the city of New Orleann, which was 
as hotly replied to. Bockets, BhoL, shell, and other mia- 
Biles filled tue air, and at the close of the day our bat- 
teries were nearly destroyed, while New Orleans remained 

Many BrtiUerymen were killed on this day, and among 
thfcm was Lieutenant Alexander ttamsay, who fell under 
most distreaaing circumtitances. 

" He was the youngest brother of Norman Eamsay, but, 
unhke the ' bravest of the brave,' when brought into 
aetiial conHict hia nerve failed him (most probably a pre- 
sentiment of hia approaching end troubled him), for when 
&t his post in the foremost hattery, terror so completely 
paralysed his faculties that he retreated from the guna 
and vowed to resign his commiesion. 

" On the urgent remonstrance of Major Munro, the 
commanding officer in the battery, he once more approached 
his proper poet, only to be fearfully shattered by a. cannon- 
ball and hurried into eternity." 

An affecting story is also told by Chesterton of Eamsay'a 
servant. Gunner John Walker, who sat for hours at the 
foot of his deceased master, weeping over his remains. 
They were buried in the evening near a group of beautiful 
treea in tbegarden attached to the houseof Mr. Bieuvenu, 
the last sad offices being performed by Captain Crawford, 
.Lieutenant Hill, end Walker. Captain Crawford was so 
affected at the iidelity of this gunner that he took him 
into his own service, and the man remained with him until 
discharged with a pension. 

On tlie 8Lh a detachment nnder Colonel Thornton, in- 
cluding a brigade of artillery under Captain MitcheU, 
crossed the Mississippi and attacked the enemy's redoubts 
on the right bank of the river, while the main bodv of the 
army assaulted New Orleans. The death of Sir Edward 
Pakenham and General Gibbs, the two senior officers, the 
severe wound received by Geuend Eeane, the third in 
command, and the total repulse of our troops on this 
oecasiou, are matters well known to every military reader. 
Colonel Thornton's detachment, however, was more suc- 
cessful. They drove the enemy out of their intrench- 
ments, and captured all their guns. Colonel Diokson 

' Died at LeamioEton, Septembet W, "VMrt . 
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haying been sent over the river by General Lamberfc, im- 
mediately after the repulse from New Orleans, reported 
that, under the circumstances, the newly-captured re- 
doubts could not be held, and consequently the troops re- 
crossed the river. 

On the 19th the British retreated, but in perfect order, 
unmolested, from before New Orleans, and haying been 
embarked on board the fleet, arrived off Fort Bowyer, <hi 
Mobile Point, on the 7th February. This fort capitulated 
on the 11th, and the troops were landed. 

Two days afterwards news arrived from Eneland that a 
treaty ofpeace had been concluded between Great Britain 
and the United States. It was signed on the 24th Decem- 
ber, a week before the disastrous attack upon New Orleanf 
began. 

Though the last ^eat event of this campaign was dis- 
astrous to the British, the issue of the war was in their 
favour, and the enemy's grand design on Canada was a 
total failure. 

We had invaded Washington and destroyed the publie 
property, and at the end of the war we were in pooacision 
of their fortresses of Niagara, Fort Bowyer, and of 
Michilimakinac, the key of the Michigan territory ; and 
thevhad nothing to give in exchange for them but the 
defenceless shore of the Detroit. 



CHAPTER Sn. 

" If ve admit that daring this nrdanua and terrible da; the British 
infantry acted up to the rigJit Btandsrdofaoldierahip which their long 
career of lictor; hod eBtabltshed, it maat be added that theartillerj 
:actiiaU7 aorpaaeed ail expectation, high as, from their previous con- 
dact, that expectation naturally vaa. In point of zeal and ooacHge 
ths officetB and men of tho three arma were of coarae follj upon a 
par ; but the dromnBtanceB of the battle were fatonrable to tie 
artillei?; uid certainly the skill, spirit, gallantry, and indefatigable 
exertion whidh tbey displayed almost aitrpasses belief." — Tlie 
Campaign of WaleHao, "f»i«J Service Jnwndl" 1884. 



THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGH, 

' IH SELOIUX IN 1815 PEBTITHIEI 



As soon aa the landing ond reception of Napoleon in 
France became known, the Duke of Wellington wrote 
from Vienna to Lord Castlereagh, urging him to reinforce 
the army in the Netherlands as mueli as he could, parti- 
cularii/ in cavalry and artillerj/. This could not at once 
be attended to, the war in America having taken moat of 
the veteran Peninsular troops ; and anch was the demand 
for artillerymen, that at Woolwich there was scarcely a 
snfBcient number left to mount guard. 

By the beginning of the month of June, however, no 
fewer than eight troops and seventeen companies of tlie 
Kojal Artillery were stationed in and about Bruasels, or 
in the Bejgio fortresses; three of the oompanieB had no 
sooner landed in England from America t^an they were 
de^atched to the scene of the impending struggle. 

The commander of the artillery in the Netherlands was 
Sir George Adam Wood,* an officer in high favour with 

• Sir T. Graiiam made fraqnent mention of Sir G. Wood 
artillery under his commaud in the despatches from Ballai 
the uaBoccesaful assault on, Sergau-ap-Zoa'Di QIUxda.%.,~\.%VK 
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the Prince Begent, who had distinguished himself in 
recent campaign in Holland. Sir Augustus Frazer 
appointed to the command of the Horse Artillery, i 
the troops and hatteries were equipped and disposed 
follows :— 

HOESE ARTILLERY. 

WITH THE CAYALBT. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Macdonald <x)mmanding. 



Lieut. -Colonel Sir R. Gardiner^a troop 
Lieut.-Colonel Webber Smitb'n troop 
Lient.-Colonel Sir A. Dickson's troop 

(commanded by Captain Mercer) 
Major W. N. Ramsay's troop . . 

Major R. Bull's troop 5}-inch howitsers 

Captain T. Whinyates* troop .... Rockets and 6-poiiiiJ 



4 



6-pounder8 
6-pounder8 

d'pounders 

d-pouoders 



WITH THE BBSBRTE. 



Lient.-Colonel Sir H. D. Ross's troop 
Major Beane's troop 



Lieut. -Colonel S. 
G. Adye* . . 

Lieut.-Colonel C. 
Gold . . . . 

Lieut. -Colonel J. S. 

Williamson . . 
Lieutenant- Colonel 

Hawker . . . 



Major P. Drum- 
mond . . • 



ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

! Captain Sandham's 9-pounder ) 
battery ) 

( Captain Alms' 9-pounder bat- 1 
< tery (commanded by Capt. > 

( Bolton) ) 

I Major Lloyd's 9-pounder bat- i 

I tery ] 

j Major Brome's 9-pounder bat- ) 
i tery ] 

! Major Rogers's 9-pounder bat- ) 
tery ) 

! Major Unett's 9-pounder bat- ) 
tery J 

Captain Gordon'i 9-pounder' 

battery (commanded by 

Captain Sinclair) .... 

Major Morrison* s 18 -pounder 

battery 



9-p<nmder8 
6-poiiiiden 



I 



1st divin 
(Cooke*s) 

2nd diTii 
(Clinton's 

3rd diTia 
(Alten's) 
4th diTii 
(ColTiUe*! 
5th dirin 
(Picton's) 
6th diTia 
(Cole's) 



Resenre 



Wood Tolnnteered to lead one of the attacking columns, and hA» 
with the most astounding bravery. Sir G^rge Wood becaiM a 
de-camp to the king, and governor of Carlisle ; he died in Load 
April 22, 1831, aged sixty-four years. 

* Colonel Stephen G. Xdye, C.B. *. d\«dat Woolwich, SeptM 
13, 1838. 
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( Major Marsh's" coiapsnj (oommt 
< by Captain Mdlland) 
{ Captain T.iler's company 

CiLpUin Hunt's compaay 

Captain Ilbert'a company 

I Major YonngbQHband'e company 
Major Munro's company 
M^or Mitchell's company 
Major Carmichnet'B company 
Captain HutchoBSou's company 



1 



Captain Dewellt was attacbed to the Dutcli artillery, 
and served at Mooh, CoDdi;, Ac. 

Brusaels at Ikis time was the ecene of ^eat and untiriog 
festivity : diancrs, aoir^es, balls, theatrical nmnaemeDte, 
concerta — in -which Cataloni, then in her prime, played k 
prominent part^-caaacd the atreeta of that bpautiful and 
pictnreBguc city to echo with sonndB of gladnesB ; while 
the fie]da and meadows argund were alive nil day long 
with military parades and reviews. There was not a 
grove or a wood within sis miles of the place but afforded 
ehelter, aa the aumnier advanced, to frequent encamp- 
menta. 

The offleera of the Hoyal Artillery appear to have had 
their foil share in this revelling, thoae on the ataff being 
foremoat in mischief, for on the night of the 39th May a 
brilliant party were being driven home from a supper, 
when one of the carriaee boraea fell ; in picking him up 
the driver got a blow on the chest whicli stunned him ; 
Percy Drummond ran to the neareat village for water; 
Sir GeorRe Wood held the boraes, and Sir Angnstua Frazer 
logged the body of the said driver to the side of the road 
to get off hia nechctoth. After a decent time the man 
revived, and the party arrived home in safety. Sir 
AugnatuB Frazer, iu one of hia letters from Brussels, aaya : 
" Another auch a day as yeaterday and we ahall be ruined 
as soldiers — ruined with burgundy and champagne, and 
with all that, as the Dueheaa of Gordon says, carries a man 
off hia legs." 

But there was to be aa end lo ail thia. Sir Alesander 
Dickaon arrived at Bruaaela on the nif^bt of the J 4tb Juno 

' Major Heory Mnrah wen 
whilst there he waa thrown f 
which caused his death, July 1' 

t Captain Thomas Dewell ; died at Brighton, Aug-iat l.ft.Vy^'- 
ageU sixty- seven. 
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(he baying only been a few bonrs in Woolwich after his 
arrival irom America before he embarked for the Conti- 
nent), and was appointed to the command of the siege 
companies, or battering train, and attached to the Duke of 
Wellington's staff. 

On tne following day it was erident that serious woik 
was abont to begin, and shortly after midnight the muster- 
ing of the troops began, and before the son of the 16th 
June arose, '^alf were marching to the field of honour, and 
many to an early grave/* 

At about 2.30 p.m. Ficton's division, with Major Itogen's 
battery, came up to Quatre Bras, and were instantiy 
engaged. 

The enemy's batteries opened on them directly they 
appeared, making good practice, and Picton at once directed 
Major Sogers'* to answer them. A bombardier, laying one 
of the guns, had his head taken off by a round-shot, and 
Captain Scott's horse was shot under him before thej 
could engage. 

This batte^ suffered greatly. Two of the guns wet& 
dismounted, and for a time lost, during the repeated 
charges of the enemy's cavalry, when our artillerymen 
took shelter in the infantry squares. It was for a moment 
feared the whole battery was taken, but when the enemy 
withdrew, there stood the uninjured guns untouched. 
Lloyd ran out from the square towards them, and seizing 
a rammer tried one of the pieces, which, to his great sur- 
prise, was still loaded. This he discharged with effect, the 
enemy being scarcely 150 yards distant. 

. A second gun was also found charged, with the contents 
of which Lloyd favoured the cuirassiers. This was the 
work of about a couple of minutes, and now the gunnen 
resumed their post. Major Lloyd was slightly wounded, 
and the total casualties in the two batteries engaged that 
day were nine men killed, two officers and seventeen men 
wounded. Among the wounded in the battle of Quatre 
Bras yras Captain Harry G. Macleod, who was attached 
to the staff of the army. This officer was the fourth son 
of Sir John Macleod, and had served six years in the 
Eoyal Artillery, during which time he was at the battle of 
Talavera and the defence of Dantzic. After his removtl 
to the infantry he served with the 35th regiment during 
the campaign in Holland (1813-14), and on the staff in 
Belgium in 1815 until the 16th June, when he received 
aereral stabs from the enemy's lancers. He wad at onee 

* C^ionel Thomas Eogers : diQd.«XV^OQ\m^^ k(^5Qa^.)\^'^V 



attended to by his coubid, Captain H. Bajues,* brigade- 
major to the Boyal Artillery. Inaaliort time he recovered, 
and afterwards served for many years in the West Indies. 
He was eventually knighted, and died gOTernor of Trinidad 
in 1847. The disabled guns of Lloyd's battery were soon 
remounted, and aaaiated in covering tb.c retreat of the 
Prussians on the foOowing day. On this day (17tb), at 
the battJe of Lijniy. a fine young officer of the British 
artillery, Lient. It. Manners, who was attached to CleeveB* 
GJerman battery, received hi^ mortal wound. 

On the ever-memorable morning of the 18th June the 
artillery were placed in the moat important poaitions. In 
the words of a popular writer, " Wherever a gun could 
Bee, there it stood." 

On the extreme left were Sir E. Gardiucr's six guns, 
wiiioh had been seriously engaged in covering the retreat 
of the army from Quatre Bras. Going at a gallop 
through fiofda and country roada, the French cavalry 
frequently ahead of him, 8ir E. Gardiner had great 
difficulty in getting his troop up to join the army. " For- 
tunately," aaya Sir Eobert, "we Lad not received the 
9-pounderB (as had the other troops), or wc should 
have been all cut to pieces." Major Eogers'a batterywaa 
HtatioDed in front of Kempt's brigade, near La Haye 
Sainte ; Lloyd's with Alten's division, a little to the left 
of the wood of Hoagomont ; and Sandham's with Cooke's, 
near the centre of the line. Sir Hen- Eoaa's troop took 
post on the height immediately in rearof La Haye Sainte, 
with two pieces on the Charleroi road. These, with four 
foreign batteries, were the artillery of the firat line. 
Bolton's battery waa with Clinton's diviaion, and Major 
Beane's troop and Captain Sinclair'a battery formed a 
reserve at Mont St. Jean. The other troops of Horse 
Artillery remained with the cavalry. In the eonrae of the 
day every one of those batteries was brought into action, 
and not even the records of that noble corps can point to 
an occasion in which they better did their work. 

It was verging towards twelve o'clock when the open- 
ing thunder of the battle pealed through the air from 
Cleeves' (German) battery: the leading column of the 
enemy waa seen to lose its firmness and hurry onwards, 
when a second roar of artillery from Captain Sandham'sf 
battery stopped its progress by laying low the front ranka. 
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Before the rear could fill up the gaps, Cleeves' gui 
Bf ain at work, and as the two batteries thre? 
showers of shot and shell with deadly aim, the c 
whirled round and retired in precipitate disordei 
French advanced again, however, and succeei 
forcing their way into the wood of Hougomoni 
Duke saw at once the necessity of dislodging the 
this point, and spoke to Sir Augustus Frazer on t 
ject. The latter, however, with a foresight for w 
was ever remarkable, had seen the importance 
position, and sent his adjutant, Lieutenant Bell, t 
up Major Bull's howitzers. 

** The troop came up handsomely ; their very 
ance encouraged the remainder of the division, tnc 
down to be sheltered from the fire. The Dul 
' Colonel Frazer, you are about to do a deliberate 
can you depend upon the force of your howitzers P 
the wood is held by our troops, part by the enem] 
his grace calmly explained the nature of the p 
Sir Augustus answered, that he could perfectly 
upon the troop ; and, after speaking to Major Bull 
officers, and seeing that they, too, perfectly und 
their orders, the troop commenced its fire, and 
minutes the enemy was driven from the wood." 

This service, which, considering the proximity 
allied troops in the wood, was of a very delicate 
was executed with admirable skill, and attended i 
desired effect. 

This troop effected the greatest possible service t 
out the early part of the battle, but owing to 1 
BQfltained both in men and horses, together with 
abled condition of the guns (through excessive fi 
was obliged to retire before the close. Major Bi 
self was wounded in the left elbow ; Captain Cair 
second in command, was killed by a cannon-ball 
his head ; and Lieutenant W. Smith was wounded 
by leaving the tro»op with only two subalterns 
numd it. 

Major Bobeit Macpherson Caimes was the sec 
of Major W. Caimes of the d^>tli re^ment, wfa 
soring all through the defence of Gibraltar, 



Hit sother was married to General Cuppag* 
Boral ArrillerT, by whom she had thr?e sons j 
dai^ier, the Men son, who wa$ a lieutenant in 
Rxum'9 compsiiT, Iml\ viko waa atuched to Um 
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Artillery for the day, being near bis lamented brother at 
the 6me of hia fall. 

Bobert Caimes wae marked aa nature's favourite. 
Endued with a strength and activity of mind rarely 
enrpansed, he carried them into his profeBaion nith the 
happiest reaulta t« himself and to the servi;;e. An 
undaunted bravery, an eiquiBite Bense of honour, a cool 
snd diacriminating though quiet judgment, and a steady 
perseverance were hia peculiar charaeteriatics ae a soldier ; 
a noble and generous temper, and imdeviating aireelineBH 
of diaposition, a moat engaging peraon, and mannerB 
highly poliahed, and wniverBalTy amiable, were his qualifi- 
cations aa a member of Gociety ; a heart the moat aS*ec- 
tionate, and an urbanity the most conciliating, completed 
hia character in the different relations of son, brother, artd 
friend. Adored by hia friends, beloved by his brother 
officers, and reapected by the world, this gallant man met 
the death his noble spirit ever panted for, in the thirtieth 

J ear of hia age, and left behind him unutterable regrets for 
is fate, — to his frienda, indeed, nntiinely, bat to himaelf 
matured. During hia short life he saw much aervico, 
having been preaent in the Copenhagen campaigns, at 
the battle of Barosaa, defence of Cadiz, battles of Vlt- 
toria and the Pyrenees, and the siege of Bayonoe ; and 
was twice severely wonuded. A monument is erected to 
his memory ia Canterbury Cathedral. 

Lieutenant William Smith died at Dublin on the 3rd of 
April, 1835, from the effecta of injuries received by 
being thrown out of a car. His son, a cadet in the 
Ajjademy at Woolwich, met with a violent death in May 
of the following year. Whilst bathing in the Hepoaitory, 
he fell off a piece of timber, and pitching on his head in 
the mud, could not bo extricated from it until life was 
extinct. 

Meanwhile the fire of cannon gradually extended from 
one extremity of the hostile lines to another. 

A body of the French infantry at one time crept on 
amid the concealment which some tall rye afforded, till 
they got within pistol-shot of Lieutenant-Colonel Webber 
Smith's troop, which was stationed on the Niveliea road. 
Sow artillery, however effective it may be at a distance. 
bas no chance with infantry in a. close fight. Men and 
horses dropped beneath the fire of these stirmiahers bo 
fast, that Smith was obhged to withdraw his guns into a 
hollow beyond, and the uonsequencea might nave been 
even more serious had not timely aid been afforded. 
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• 

Two officers of this troop were wounded— Lientenants 
D. Crawford* and H. Foster .f 

An immense column, supported on either flank by artil- 
lery, approached that part of the position where Major 
Kogers's battery was stationed. Picton posted himaelf on 
the right of the battery, ordered them to load with grape, 
and reserve their fire until he himself gave the word. It 
was an anxious moment. The gunners stood with, their 
portfires ready lit. A de^d silence prevailed. Suddenly, 
" Vive TEmpereur !" with other cries became audible. 

"Point blank! — Aim low!" was passed from gun to 
gun. ** Fire !" shouted Picton, and after a few rounds tiie 
French were seen hurrying down the hill as fast as thcor 
legs could carry them, pursued not only by the Highlanderty 
wno bayoneted them by dozens, but by our ^nnen, who, 
brandisning their sponges and pdrt^re amid the excite- 
ment, could not be persuaded to remain at their guna. 

Sir Hew Boss's troop being found inadequate for the 
defence of La Haye Sainte, which was alternately held by 
iriend and foe (the troop retiring to the right or rear of 
the farm as circumstances required). Major Beane's was 
lordered up from the reserve. 

Both these troops were most hotly engaged, as is evi* 
dent by the casualties among the officers. Major Beane 
was struck by a cannon-ball, which completely ploughed 
him up the middle; Captain Webber,;]; the second in 
command, was wounded, and Lieutenant Cromie had both 
his legs taken ofi* by one shot. The latter lingered in 
great agony for two days, when he died while nnaergoing 
amputation. Of Boss's troop. Captain Parker§ and Lieu* 

* Lieutenant Donald Crawford died in Perthshire, October 
21, 1819. 

t Lieutenant Henry Forster, who was severely wounded in the 
foot by a grape-shot, served with the expedition to Oopenhagen in 
1807, and in the Coronna campaign. He died at Aix-la-Chapella, 
October 24, 1855, aged sixty-six years. 

t Captain William Webber was employed on the expeditbn to, 
and at the capture of the colony of Surinam, in 1804. On this 
occasion he was wounded by the falling of a building, in conseqaenee 
of the explosion of a magazine. He served in the Coronna cam- 
paign and the subsequent campaigns in the Peninsula to the end 
of the war. Between that time and the Waterloo campaign he wai 
engaged with the Americans in Canada. Died March 1, 1847. 

§ Major John Boteler Parker, who lost his leg on this oocasioD, 
served at Walcheren in 1809, and in the Peninsula from Febmary, 
1812, to the end of the war. He was governor of the Boyal Mili- 
tarj Academy, Died in li/larch, 1^51. 
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tenant J. Day* were wounded. A party of Whiayatea' 
rocket troop proceeded wider Captain Danaey to the front 
of the line, on the left of La Haye Sainte, and came into 
action with rockets, leaving ite two guns in the rear under 
Lieutenant Wright. Captaia Dansey very soon received 
a aeTere wonnd which obliged him to retire, and the party, 
after firing a few rockets, fell back a Uttle to where its 
horseB were standing. It waa then commanded by 
Sergeant Daniel Dunnett.fwho on perceiving the advance 
of the nearest French column, dismounted hia men aa 
coolly and deliberately an if esercisiug on Woolwich Com- 
mon, though without any support whatever, laid rockets 
on the ground, and diacharged them in succession into the 
maaa, every ono of them appearing to take effect. The 
advance of the column was checked, and was not resumed 
until Sergeant Dunnett, having expended all hie rockets, 
retired with his party to rejoin, the §ans in rear. The 
other half of this troop was engaged m the rear of La 
Haye Sainte during the deadly aasaulta of the French, on 
that position. Major Whinyates was here wounded, aa 
was also hia lieutenant, Strangways, The latter was 
struck in the hip and spine as he was pointing hia gun. 
He was at once removed to the rear. The surgeon gave 
an opinion that the wounds were mortal, and such had 
been the sufferer's idea from the moment he was disabled, 
and which caused him to request to be "allowed to 
die near hia gun." He was conveyed to the village of 
Waterloo, and here he remained in the greatest torture 
for several days, the carnage of the IStli having left more 
cases than the Burgeons could attend to. He was at length 
sent with many others to Bruasels, where the ball was 
extracted.' He Jay there for some montha in a state of 
danger, but nnespectedly recovered and returned Lome 
with the army. 

The next movement waa that which so seriously affected 
OMT artillery, calling forth all their courage and devoted- 
neas, — the advance of the French cavalry. Our infantry 
were all formed in squares, and the artiUerymen at their 
guns a abort distance in front of them. Lloyd'a battery 
waa foremost, with. Sandham's and Bolton's to the right. 

' Lionteimnt JSiDicsDay eervediut1iepGtuDHu]a, and was wonaded 
at tke F;reaees ; lie waa only alightl; woimdeil at Walctloo. 
Died 18i3. 

t Seigeaat DuiDett was promoted to ataff-Bergeant, A) 
1822, imd peniioned at 2>. 2d. per diem, Maj 1, Ift^a. 
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Eamsay's and Mercer's"* troops being disengaged, 
were at once ordered up to the support of these bait 

The Duke observing six guns abandoned by the Bel^ 
desired Colonel Sir G. Wood to have them withdraw 
the rear, a duty which was immediately execute< 
Lieutenant W. C. Andersonf and a party of Ca 
Bolton's battery. One gun, however, was unavoidabl] 
in consequence of its more advanced position and the ; 
approach of the French columns. The Duke's ordei 
*' to withdraw the men from their guns, if charged 1 
into the adjacent squares of infantry." In a few mil 
the cuirassiers of the Imperial Guard were but a 
distance from the guns. To pour the contents of grap 
canister into the advancing foe, and to seek shelter w 
or along the faces of the squares, occupied our gui 
but a verv few minutes. Captain Mercer's troop 
posted in front of two squares of the Brunswick infa 
which were very unsteady, they having been previ 
dislocated by a heavy cannonade. The cuirassiers m 
furious dash towards this portion of the line, but Ca 
Mercer took upon himself to contradict the Duke's ' 
by commanding his men to remain firm, and reservii 
fire until they were within ten yards of the mu 
opened upon them, causing them to wheel about and i 
in precipitation and disorder. They advanced in i 
manner three times, and each time were similarly repi 
Major Lloyd and his men took refuge in a square o 
guards, which was charged five or six times by the ei 
running out and firing into them each time as the 
vanced, retiring again as soon as the gun was fired. 

At last an officer of the Imperial Guard rushed a 
of the guns, and would not suiSer our artillet*ym< 
approach until he was killed by a Brunswick rifl< 
By this noble act of self-devotion he prevented the 
from being fired at least once, thereoy saving a 
number of his comrades. 

Lloyd's battery maintained a tremendous fire thr 
out the whole of the day. Shortly after the cb 
made by the French cavalry, as Lloyd was giving c 
to Lieutenants Wells;{; and Phelps,§ who commande 

* The present General Mercer, colonel-commandant of t1 
brigade. 

f The present Major-General Anderson. 
t Captain Fortescne Wells : died at Slade, September 29, 
&ged seventy-one. 
§ Lieutenant Samuel Phelpa *. dieOi m ?^\cibtokealure, Dei 
13, 1827. 
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of hia guQB, lie received a seTcre wound in K\s thigli ; Iiis 
men were so exposed to the eoemy, and ho warmly en- 
gaged ill the contest, that he was only moved a sliort 
distance to the rear, without being able to obtain proper 
aasiatance. He was afterwards mOTed to Bruasels ; but 
hia wound turned to a |;aDgrene, and Le died in a very 
short time,* 

Lieutenant Harvey, t who had jast been married in 
England, leaving his bride at the chnreh door, joined his 
battery just in lime to accompany it into the field, where 
be had not been five minutea before he lost hia right arm. 

During these advances of the French cavalry the British 
artillery had to lament the loss of the brave and universally 
beloved Norraan Eamsay. He fell, covered with wounds, 
at the moment when three other officeraj of his Eroop 
were hit by mounted riflemen who advanced behind the 
cuiraaaiera. In a. momentary lull of the fire the men of 
his troop duH a grave, and buried his warm body in the 
spot where it fell, and, before their tears were dried, were 
called to a renewal of the atruggle.§ 

* Major William J. LloyJ, as brave an officer as the army pos- 
eesseil, died at IJrussela, June 29, from the effect of wonads re- 
ceived at the battle. It wus ttie noble officer's fortune to be placed 
io a low, bad situation and ground, vbere he could obtain littls or 
no assiatajice, aad exposed moBt severe!; to the enemy ; but no one 
oonld behave better or obtain more bononr than he did in hia 
aooidenially perilona utnation, 

+ Lieatenant W. H. Harvey received 701. per annum for tbe 
lass of hia right arm, and was appoioted to the Invalid BuUalion in 
1S17. He retiredonfnllpayialSiy, and died at Eltbam, August 
18, 1828. 

J Captiun A. Maodonald, Iiieatenants Brereton and Kobe (mor- 
M t^if )< Lieutenant William LivjogstSge Kobe was tbe eldest ion cf 
* Sir Williamltobe ; he~dled BtWaterior^nne 1 9, through the wounds 
received on the previouB day. During eight years of Bervice this 
gallant officer was thirtj-three times in the presence of the enemy, 
frequently at the side of hia father (see chap. vii.). He had tbe 
eingular honour, as a eubaltera officer, to lie distinguished for his 
conduct by the Duke of WelEugMn, and in eDnsequence a medal 
and clasp for the battlea of tlie Nivelle and the Nive were for- 
warded to his family after hia death. With his latest breath ho 
sent a meaaage to bis father to assure him he died like a soldier. 
A monnment was erected to bis memory in tbe church at Waterloo, 
and an epitaph placed on his grave in the forest of Soignea. 

S Bamsay feli and was buried clone by a stone 800 yards to 
the left of Hougomont. The news of bia death prodased a moat 
peinfnl effect upon bia father, an old retired offiaev at ttin '^oiv^ 
Navy, at that time living in Edinburg^x. 'BQ«tiiisj"«tt'ia."'!«i'«w 
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Sir Augustus Frazer assisted at the interment of his 
friend Ilamsay, and took from his corpse what relics he 
oould find. Among them was the portrait of his wife, 
which he always carried in his breast; and two snuff- 
boxes, one of which he had received as a present from 
Sir G. Wood ; through the other ^a ball had passed ere it 
reached his noble heart. 

The last scene of this eventful drama was about to 
oommence. The Old Guard, Napoleon's last resource, 
were seen to advance. As soon as they descended the 
declivity above which the French ^uns were posted, the 
latter opened with a rapidity, weight, and precision such 
as they nad not exhibited during any portion of the day. 
Yainly did the English artillery, overmatched both in 
numbers and weight of metal, strive to keep down this 
storm. Gun after gun was struck and upset, horses were 
killed, men destroyed ; yet the gallant blue-jackets kept 
their ground, as they always nave done, and reserved 
their strength for an occasion which drew rapidly to- 
wards them. Down the slope went the leading column of 
the Guard — now they were in the hollow — ^now they began 
to ascend the lower wave of ground which intervenes 

by the loss of his yooogest son (see chapter x.), the fall of Norman, 
his darling boy, the pride of his old age, affected his intellect ; he 
became almost imbecile, and would wander from room to room, 
asking if any news had arrived of his son, and when Norman woold 
return. A friend of the family, conceiving that the recovery of the 
son's body might have the effect of restoring the father to sanity, 
wrote to Sir Augustus Frazer on the subject. Fortunately that 
ofSioer, having assisted at his funeral, did not consider it impooible 
to find the grave ; and speaking to Sergeant Livesay, of Baomy*i 
troop, the latter said he felt certain he should know the place ; he 
had himself dug the grave, and should know its situation as loog 
as he lived. Accordingly he was sent from Paris to Waterloo, for 
the purpose of seeking his late commander's grave, and, with aa 
extraordinary precision, decided on the spot the moment he reached 
it. This disinterment was attended with very little difficulty — the 
corpse being almost unchanged, though three weeks had elapMd 
since the day of the great battle. From Ostend the body 
conveyed by sea to Scotland. The afflicted father was led bj 
friend to the side of the coffin ; he gazed wildly upon it for 
moments ; a change came over his spirit ; he burst into tean, and 
sobbed forth. ''Norman is come home," and from that momeirt 
reason resumed her empire. . The poor old gentleman was left ehild- 
less by the death of his only surviving son, David, a captain in 
the Koyal Navy, which took place at Jamaica, July 31, 1816, mx 
weeks after the death of his elder, and alx. mouths after that of hit 
joangcr brother. 
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between the positions of the two armies — now they crown 
this height, and wliile their own gima ceaae firing for a 
space, those on the ezturnal slope of the English position 
open with terrihle effect. But the Old Guard, thinned as 
they were hy this iron hail, never paused for a moment. 
The BUTvivors closed u^ the spaces which the dead and 
wounded had left, and in due time the entire maas was 
again under cover of a Taller. By-and-bye the leading 
eectioDB began to breast the EDglish hill. ^Rapidly, but 
at a fearful cost of life, the column pasaad the line of fire 
along which the English guns told, and then tJiey became 
silent. Captain Bolton's battery was most importantly 
posted during these trying moments ; the Guards were 
just behind, lying down, sheltered by iJie brow of the 
hilt . Ere the Uld Guard had reached the foot of the hill 
upon which the guns were posted, Captain Bolton received 
a muaket-ball through bis heart. The Duke, seeing the 
importauce of this position, rode up and inquired for 
Captain Bolton. He was answered by Lieutenant Sharpin, 
that the captain was killed, and the battery was now 
commanded by Captain JSapier, "Look out, load with 
canister," waa the order given by his grace to Captain 
Mapier. The bearskin caps of the veteran guard now 
appeared on the summit of the hill, and seemed astounded 
at seeing nothing but a few field pieces, with the gunnem 
and olficera attached, and instantly opened upon them a 
storm of musketry. It was answered oy a salvo of grape 
and canister pouring into the head «f the column, which 
waa already within fifty yards of the muzzles. The 
artillerymen, under these close fires, could not long stand 
to their guns, but either lay beneath them, or retired 
beyond the abrupt dip of the hill; two or three brave 
fellows now and then springing up to hastily load, fire, 
and drop again behind cover. In a few seconds the head- 
most companies of the Imperial Guard, with rattling drums 
and deafening shouts of " Tive i'Empereur !" crowned the 
very summit of the position. Their dead bodies, the next 
day, bore unanswerable evidence to the fact. It was at this 
moment the Duke gave hia signal, when instantly a column 
seemed to rise from the ground on the left of this apparently 
unprotected battery. The Old Guard wavered, and after 
receiving a few more hurried rounds from the battery, 
their left gave way, and were then met by the Guarda, who 
broke the column and compelled them to jly in disorder. 
It was now that a German battery poured a fire on the re- 
treating column, not knowing that our own bro'iexafei&ri 
were miied with it, and CBptam SSa^\e'c,\es.Visiif,\iBi ti"^<ik^ 
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battery to stop them, received eight wounds from the 
bursting of a shrapnel shell. 

The battle was now at an end, so far as the artillery were 
concerned, and, in less than an hour, the splendid army of 
Napoleon was a mere wreck, haying been broken and 
dispersed in all directions, leaving on the field 122 guns, 
ana upwards of 200 wa ggo ns, &c. 

After the battle of Waterloo, while the main •army 
marched to Paris, Sir Alexander Dickson and six com- 
panies of the Boyal Artillery served at the reduction of 
the frontier fortresses still held by the soldiers of Napoleon. 
They were attached to the Prussian army under Trinoe 
Augustus, and their services, though not very arduous, 
were exceedingly valuable. 

Each fortress was taken in succession ; Maubeuge in 
five days, Landrecy in two days, Phillippeville* in four 
days, Marienburg in three days, and Eo<nroy in five days. 

TOTAL CA8UALTIK8 IN ^HB BOTAL ABTILLBRT AT THn 
BATTLB OF WATERLOO. 

Officers . • Skilled. 16 woanded. (4 died of wounds.) 
Sergeants . 2 ,, 13 „ 

Rank and file 60 ,, 215 „ 10 mianng (7 recovered). 

Horses . . 856 „ 137 „ 36 ,, 



* This place, having made an obstinate resistance, suffered se- 
verely ; the honses being burnt, as well as the fortifications destroyed^ 




By tennH of a treaty dated 15th Julyj 1840, Mehemet AJi 
•wM required lo accept certain coodiciona within a hmited 
time, and if he dedined, the forfeiture of the pachalic of 
Acre and the loss of Egypt were to follow. 

Having allowed the time to elapse, ofTeustTe operations 
commenced to compel liim to evacuate Syria. EoBlat"! 
being greatly involved in the treaty, a, fleet under Admiral 
Sir Bobert Stopford naa at once sent to the coast, aecom- 
panied by detachments of the ordnance corps, to saaist the 
troops of the UultAii in tliia service. Colonel Sir CbarlcH 
Smith, B.E., had command of this party, wliich sailed 
from Gibraltar in H.M.S. Pique on the 8th Auguat, 1810; 
the artillery — Lieut. Eowan, one sergeant, one corporal, 
and thirty men — being under Major Gordon Higgins. 
They served at the capture of Beyrout and the bombard- 
ment and capture of Acre. Daring the winter the artillery- 
were stationed at Beyrout, being quartered in a very good 
barrack near the harbour, the oflicers taking up their 
quarters in the Seraglio with Sir C. Smith. 

A rumour having reached Beyrout that the enemy had 
broken up his cantouments and retired across the Aoti- 
libanus, a parly of three ol&cers {of whom Lieutenant 
Bowan, B.A., waa one) was deapatched by Sit C. Smith on 
the 32nd November to watch his raovementa. ' It having 
been ascertained that Ibrahim Pacha had retreated. Lieu- 
tenant Uowan. waa sent back with the intelligence, while the 
other offioera proceeded in diflierent directions, endeavour- 
is to the whereabouts of the enemy. 
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wioh, having on board Brigadier-General Michell (who 
was to replace Sir Charled Smith in the chief com- 
mand), Lieut.-Colonel Colquhoun,"* Major Sobe,t and 
Lieutenant Bo8s;|; of the Iu>yal Artillery, besides other 
officers. 

Edward Michell was one whose gallantry and skill, 
kindness and affability, were equally conspicuous. As a 
lieutenant, in the Peninsula, he was entrusted with im- 

Sortant commands, and earned especial distinction at 
'arifa.§ 

As a captain, during the campaign in Holland (1814), 
he rendered himself most conspicuous. On one occasion a 
shell struck into the centre of a waggon of ammunition, 
when Captain Michell by a rapid movement succeeded in 
extinguishing the fire of the fuse before it could reach the 
powder. 

At the attack on Bergen-op-Zoom (8th March, 1814), 
he volunteered to take part in the assault. As all militarv 
readers are aware, this attack was a failure, but Michell 
persevered to the last, and while in the act of escalading 
the scarp wall of the place he was covered with wounds. 

He afterwards, as lieutenant-colonel, served in Spain 
during the Carlist war. 

At the time he assumed the command in Syria he is 
spoken of as an open-hearted, frank old soldier — ^in person 
small, and with a stoop from the effects of a severe wound 
received in former days ; yet there was that in his clear 
penetrating eye which marked the known attributes be- 
longing to the man — that firmness, activity, and energy of 

* Colonel Oolquhoun was ** one of the best officers in the corps ; 
of that class the most usef al, practical, and devoted to the aerrioe ; 
a sincere friend, a safe companion, an honourable and upright 
man." Though he was forty-five years in the regiment, his war 
services were not very numerous : he served as commander of the 
artillery under Lord John Hay in the Spanish civil war, and ia 
Syria. But as a practical man, both in the invention and per- 
fecting of ordnance, and in the more humane inventions and im- 
provements in connexion with the lifeboat, &c., he was most con- 
spicuous. At the time of his death, which took place at Woolwich, 
September 17, 1853, he was inspector of the carriage department 
in the Royal Arsenal, and it was truly said ''her Majesty had loci 
one of her best servants." 

t Third son of the late Sir William Robe. Died while in cob- 
mand of the artillery in Bermuda, September 21, 1853. 

^ Eldest son of Sir Ilew Ross. Killed by being thrown frni 
bis hone at Newcastle- on-Tyne, November 26, 1848. 

§ See chav^t \x. 
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mind, which, had be been spared, might have rendered 
him a leading character tn the service, of which, even then, 
lie was ODe of the brightest ornamentB. 

One of the firat moTements after the arrival of General 
MicheU was the advance of the Turkish army (under 
, General Jochmua) on &aza, Thia army was accompanied 
by the English officera (who, however, with one voice 
disapproved of the movement), and on the 15th January, 
1841, came up with the EsyptianB at Modjdel, and after a 
smart engagement compelled them to retre&t. General 
Michell, who at first disapproved of the advance, now 
nrged Jochmus to seize the opportunity and march upon 
Gaza, distant only about als milea. This commander, 
hovrerer, though he had marched from Jaffa in torrents of 
TBtD and hivouaclced each night in mod, pleaded the 
badness of the roads, and at once retired into JaSa. 

Two days afterwards tbe news arrived that a convention 
had been signed at Alexandria, and the war ended. 

It is needless to say how much the ^British officers were 
mortified. Colonel Aiderson, B.E., writing on the subject, 
says — "If we had disapproved of the espedition in the 
first instance, bow much gi'eater was onr mortification at 
having to abandon it after having come in contact with the 
enemy!" To General Michell the affair proved fatal. "The 
cold caught by him that wretched night of incessant rain 
that followed the affair of Medjdel, under single canvas, 
acting on a delicate frame arising from repeated wounds, 
together with the mortification he felt at the result of the 
movement on Gaza, brought on a fevor, under which poor 
Michel! sank in u few days. He died at Jaffa, at noon on 
the 2'lth January, 1841. 

The similarity between thia and the eipedition under 
Eoehler in 1799* has more than once been noticed. 

Each laiision was composed of about a dozen stall 
officers, with a few artillerymen and sappers, designed to 
co-operate with the Turks against their enemies. 

Each ended in the death (at Jaffa) ofthe English general 
(an artillery officer) eommaadinff, and of many of our 
officers and men ; aud both served to prove how utterly 
useieaa and unavailing waa any attempt at co-operation 
with such people as the Turks without an adequate British 
military force to follow up whatever active measurea might 
have been conatdexed advisable. 

General Miehell's remains were deposited in a vault 
hastily constructed by the British sappers, in what is 

• SBechapteii. 



212 England's abtillebtmen. 

callecl the English or soath-eastem bastion at Jaffa.* It 
is in the left flank of the bastion, overshadowed by a fip- 
tree, and opposite, on the interior face of the parupet m 
front of it, is placed a tablet of white marble of large 
dimensions, bearing the following inscription, headed by 
two lines of Arabic poetry : — 

(Translation). 

* * ' This narrow grave contains the remains of one whose fame dnriag 
life was widely extended. 
Let all respect it, for he was one of those who have rendered 
their period illustrious.' 

Zncttti to t]be fSemors of 

BRIGADIEBrGENERAL EDWAED THOBfAS MICHSLL, 

of the Royal Artillery ; Commanding the Forces of her BrittBoie 
Majesty in Syria ; Companion of the Bath, and Knight of the 
Orders of Isabella the Catholic, St. Ferdinand, and Charles IIL 
of Spain, who died at Jaffa on the 24th January, 1841, jbt. 54. 

He was distinguished by high and noble qualities, hy long tod 
brilliant services, and by the affectionate regards of all who knew 
him. 

The officers of her Britannic Majesty's Forces serving in Syria, 
in testimony of their esteem and regret, and to render sacred the 
spot where his remains repose, have erected this stone to hii 
memory." 



** Troops inured to toil 
In Afric's heats, and seasoned to the sun." — Addison. 

The Kaffirs had long been accustomed to levy blacb 
mail on the settlers whose farms were near the borders ol 
Cape Colony ; but in the year 1834 their depredatioDi 
assumed so formidable a character, that not only the pro- 
perty, but the very existence of all the inhabitants was is 
danger; many, indeed, having been murdered by the 
savages, against whom it was therefore necessary to tend 
a force of regidar troops. 

Detachments of the Eoyal Artillery were stationed 
about the different forts and block-houses erected alooj 
the frontier, and others marched with the various bodiei 
of troops ; but nothing of any importance or interest ii 
connexion with the corps occurred till 1838, when Majoi 
Charters and Lieutenant Levinge, accompanied by twc 

♦ Also called the " bastion ol ^\x ^\^tii ^mS^jir 
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other 'officers and an interpreter, -went on a mission of 

Eeaoe to Faku, the Kaffir chief. They travelled sis 
undrod miles in tliirtv-five dnja, being received most 
hotpitably by the Kaffir, and esperiencing much kindness 
Irom tlie missionaries nhom they fell in with during their 
return journey. Indeei]. had it not been for tbem. the 
party would have had to destroy their oxen, their only 
means of conveyance, for subsistence. 

In January, 1842, a small force under the command of 
Captain SmilJi, S7th regiment, with which was a detach- 
ment of the Eoyal Artdlery under Lieutenant Wyatt, was 
■ent to watch the movements of the Boers, who had at- 
tacked a native chief in alliance with the Snglish. 

The troops remained near the Umjiazi for about two 
mouths, when they broke up their camp and started for 
If atal, a distance of GOO miles. 

Great difficulties were encountered during this march in 
the way of steep and rugged bills, bushes, rivers, &c., but 
they were all surmounted in six weeks, the force reaching 
n^atal on the 3rd May. 

On the 2drd the Soers showed themaelros in force, 
when they were attacked, and obliged by our guns to 

On the 24th the force attacked the Boers at Congella, 
when a severe action took place on the beach during a 
spring-tide, the troops being at times up to their waists in 

The artillery had two field pieces and a howitzer, which 
were served under the greatest difficulties. Of eighteen 
gunners twelve were killed or wounded. Lieuteuaut 
Wyatt himself worked at the guns, and was in the act of 
firing when ho fell pierced by seven bullets — three in his 
head and four in his body. The o>:en having been all shot 
away, the enemy aclvauced to take the guns, which ho 
succeeded in doing, as, in addition to our loss in men and 
oien, the tide was rising so rapidly that it was found im* 
possible for the few men remaming to remove them. 

The artillery then took up a position with two 18- 
pounders, guarded by fifteen men of the 27th regiment. 
On the 25th the Boers attacked this poiitiou, which, after 
a desperate Dglit, th^ succeeded in capturing, together 
with one of the guns. The party of artillery — oue sergeant, 
two corporals, and four gunners — fought well, but they were ' 
soon overpowered. The two corporals were wounded, two 
gunners were killed, and the remaining two wounded. 

The wounded men spiked the guns ; and whan the 
enemy discovered it, they ripped l\ie!aw^lrttrta,'0cia''Qs*W3^ 
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of the stomach to the throat. The sergeant and most of 
the infantry men were taken prisoaers. 

On the 3l8t the Boers, havmg about 1200 men and nine 
guns, began to besiege the camp. We had but one 18- 
pounder and one howitzer. As the siege progressed 
provisions became scarce, and the troops were put on tlie 
smallest possible allowance. Horses were killed, and with 
ground oats their flesh formed the daily repast of tiie 
camp. Upon this fare it was impossible to hold out more 
than fourteen days, but on the 26th June a strong rein- 
forcement arrived, under Colonel Cleote, when the Been 
made a hasty retreat. 

The artillery of the relieving force consisted of Lieutenant 
P. Maclean, two bombardiers, and six gunners. Other 
detachments of the corps, under Captain Wood and 
Lieutenant Turner, were employed against the enemy; 
twelve gunners (of whom one was sick) being the only 
artillery left in Cape Town. 

Early in 1846 war broke out again at the Cape. The 
first notification of an irruption of the Kaffirs was re* 
ceived at Fort Beaufort on Sunday, 25th January, when 
the troops were at once ordered to be in readiness, the 
artillery being marched out of church during divine 
'service. 

'^ Then, then the brazen trumpets shrilly bra/d, 
The parson was well nigh left in the larch ; 
Men look'd mysterious, — women were dismayed, 
When the artillery were called out of church." 

One of the first to meet the enemy was a gunner who, 
with a corporal of the Sappers, was ordered to Post 
Victoria in charge of a waggon with twelve oxen and two 
natives. In crossing a drift, after marching seven miles, 
the oxen were knocked up, and the corporal sent the 
driver back for more cattle. At night the sapper corporal 
and the artilleryman took turn as sentry over the waggon. 

Next morning at davlight the Kaffirs fired at and 
wounded the native leader ; and though bravely attacked 
by the corporal, they succeeded in capturing the cattle. 
Ijie artilleryman, having only a short sword, remained in 
charge of the waggon. A patrol of the 7th Dragoon G^oardi 
came up, however, and hearing what had happened, they 
pursued the Kaffirs and retook the oxen. The waggon 
and escort now resumed the route, and reached Irost 
Victoria in safety. 

The Royal Artillery engaged in. the oi^rations under 
Colonel ^Somerset and' Lieut.-CoVonaV ^xOcAxdMs^ "mu 
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The 

1 the colony to ftssnme the com- 
mand rendered' vacant by the death of Captain Sheppnrd, 
■who was shot at Post Victoria on the 29th November, 1845, 
by Wheeler Long, K.A, Owing to want of evidence on 
the part of the prosecution (the witnesseB being all in the 
field, from whence they could not be apared), it waa nearly 
a year before the murderer was brought to trial and exe- 
CTited-t 

The artillery was ocoasionolly divided into very small 
detachments ; but in the action during the retreat from 
Bupn'B Hill to Block Drift, on the 17th April, they had 
four gnnfl in the field. Lieutenant Hill,J B.A., got a gun 
into position, and made excellent practice into tne denac 
bush along the banks of a river, the enemy pressing on, 
and opening a severe fire on our advance. Captain 
Browne's guns took up an admirable position, doing great 
execution under a heavy fire. 

These gnna were engaged during a perfect hail of 
bnlletfl, — though, strange to say, none of our men were 
Icilled. Several shots vrent through the clothes of the 
gunners, others grazed their skin, SLa. ; but no serious in- 
jury waa BUBtained. The party of dragoona by whom the 



guns were covered, thinking thev were uselessly exposed 
to so tremendous a Are, galloped off to where they oi "'^ 
find shelter. Captain Browne, however, took no oUcnt 



s movement, but encouraged his men, who were firing 
canister into the bush as i'ast as they could load and re- 
load, saying, "Bravo! my brave bojs, we'll have the day 
to ouraelvea." 

A poor Hottentot passing by Lieutenant Hill's gun juet 
as the word " fire" was given had his head taken clean ofil 

Two field-pieces, under Captain Browne and Lieutenant 
Gregory, § were with Colonel Somerset's division in Lower 
Albany on the 1st May, and on the same day Lieutenant 
Hill's detachment was brought into action at FortFeddie. 
The tatter waa hotly emjaged for three hours on the morn- 
ing of the 8th May at Trumpeter'a Bush, though the only 
casualty was a gunner (George Smith) wounded- 

A detachment under Lieutenant W. M. KingH was 

• Died at Pembroke, May 19, 1861. 
t It IB ratlier a onrioue coincidence tfaitla eergeant-io^Dr named 
Sheppiird waa sliot in a similar manaec hj one of the men on 
i^e puraile-gronnd at Woolwich. 
Z t Now of iLe Militarv Train. 

■ % Died at Fiddon, ISfiB. 

II Died at Malta, Ua^ g, 1%?A. 
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stationed in Fort Feddie. This post was attacked by tlie 
Kaffirs on the 28th May, but they were speedily repulsed. 
Colonel Lindsay, the commandant, spoke highly of the 
practice made by the artillery, and said, "When they 
came within range, I directed Lieutenant £inff to send a 
round shot at one of the masses, which killed three men.^* 

The Kaffirs now extended themselves in a line six miles in 
length. These advancing at the same time, so filled the 
valley that it seemed a mass of moving Elaffira; rocketi 
and shells were poured rapidly on them, however, whid 
prevented them nearing the fort. While they were rifling 
a store, a few shots from the howitzer sent them flying, 
carrying off their booty, blankets, <&c. ; a rocket was tfaeo 
sent after them, causing them to drop their plunder. 

The difficulties of Kaffir warfare, or the difficulty of 
giving anything like a detailed account of the movements 
of the troops in such warfare, need not be repeated here. 
Wherever a body could be met with they were engaged 
and defeated by our troops ; but they, knowing their supe- 
riority in bush-fighting, nardly ever appeared but in small 
parties, posted in and about the woods and bashes, and 
completely hid from their adversaries. Having been wdl 
pimiphed for their outrages on life and property, in 1847 
the Kaffirs were glad to sue for peace, which was as gladly 
granted by the JBritish, who were satisfied with having 
taught them that their ravages could not be carried on 
with impunity. 

During a hurricane which took place in 1846 the bark 
Francis Spaight was wrecked in Table Bay ; when, by 
perseverance, and at the imminent risk of his own 
life, Lieutenant Disney Eussel,* E.A., an officer who had 
distinguished himself during the war, saved the lives of 
two of the crew. His conduct was noticed by the governor, 
and he was thanked in general orders. 

In 1848 the Boers showed signs of disaffection, laying 
claim to the sovereignty of the Orange River. On the 
2nd August a small force left King William's Town to 
chastise these rebels, with whom it came up on the 28th. 

It was not long before they were beaten, and two days 
afterwards a great peace demonstration was held at Wyii- 
berg, the Boers bringing 800 horsemen and 1500 foot war- 
riors into the field to be reviewed by Sir Harry Smith. 

The Hoyal Artillery in this affair was commanded by 

* Son of the late Major-General Russel, R.A. Died at Wool- 
wicli, Jadustj 16, 1852. 
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lieutonnnt Dynely.* Peace was maiQtained till 1S50, 
when the incursiona of the Kaffirs became mora frequent, 
and the crnelties exercised by them toivards the aettlere 
on the frontiers more dreadful than at any formor period. 

On the 18th December Sir Harry Smitli marched all 
the troops in Albany and British Kaffraria to the Amatola 
Mountains, his object being to make sach a demonstration 
SB mijiht overawe the Kaffirs without resorting to force. 

A few days later, howefer, and it was evident theenemy 
was determined for war. The Eoyal Artillery at this time 
in the colony was comtnanded by Major Barnaby, who 
was appointed commandant of Graham's Town and the 
Lower Albany district. Major Wilmot, E.A. was also 
present at Su- H. Smith's head -quarters, and he was 
entrusted with toany important commands. 

In March, 1831, with a patro! of 900 men, Wilmot 
encountered and defeated tke tribe of Seyolo, and laid 
waste their country, destroyinf; their kraals and stores. 
In April another patrol under Wilmot, including a de- 
tachment of artillery under Lieutenant Pasley.f wb* 
deapatched into the country about the Keiskama, when 
100 huts were destroyed, several large granaries of com 
captured, and the enemy kept at bay. 

In May Major Wilmot's patrol was employed in the 
Amatola Mountains, and agam in the country about Fort 
Peddie. 

Detachments of the Eoyal Artillery under Lieutenants 
Field, Pasley, and Campbell were in the field with Sir H. 
Smitii and Colonel Somerset in all the principal engage* 
tncnts. 

A Ij-ponnder howitzer, with the usual detachment, ac- 
companied a party which, on the 14th July, 1851, was sent 
out against Macomo. After two days' hard work, during 
which they had to drag the gun by hand up the st«cp and 
narrow Waterkloof Pass, and lift it bodily over large 
felled trees placed across the path by the enemy, they 
came in sight of the KafBrs. 

The gun was brought to bear upon them, but owing to 
the nature of the cover in which they took refuge, the 
effect could not be ascertained, though from the precisian 
with which the sheila were dropped their loss must have 
been considerable. 

• Soa of the late Li cut. -General Dynely, RA. Died iu India, 
1863. 

+ Died at TiaeliorBt, September 27, 1883. 
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In September a force under Lieut.-Colonel Mitcbell, 
6tli regiment, received orders to carry on operationB 
against the Kaffirs and rebel Hottentots on the eastern 
side of the Fish Eiver Bush. Lieutenant Campbell, with 
a detachment of the Eoyal Artillery and two 6-poimders, 
accompanied this force, — Lieutenant Fasley, B.A., being 
attached as aide-de-camp and brigade-major to Colonel 
Mitchell. 

Jn the engagement near the Blinkwater and Waterkloof 
(14th October), the practice of the I(oyal Artillery under 
Lieutenants Campbell and Field was most effectire. 

It was the shells from Lieutenant Field's guns whieh, 
falling amons the enemy with wonderful precision, diofe 
them from the rocks where they had taken shelter. On 
New Year's Day the artillery had to dejAore the loss of 
Major Wilmot, who was killed while leading a patrol in 
the villages near the Fish Eiver, where SandiDi had taken 
shelter. 

He had left Fort Feddie on the morning of the Slst 
December, and proceeded to Committee's Post, where he 
burnt some huts, captured some cattle, and took a Kaffir 
prisoner. On the morning of the 1st January the tmAkA 
proceeded about a mile in the direction of Foonah's Kloof, 
when they came upon a nest of Kaffirs and Hottentots. 
Major Wilmot went into one of the huts, when three shots 
were fired ; the third, str^ing him in the left side, passed 
out at the other. He lived about half an hour. 

Major Henry Eobert Eardley Wilmot was the fifth son 
of Sir John Eardley Wilmot, and brother of the present 
Colonel Wilmot, E. A. He was an officer greatly admired 
and highly respected in the colonies, he having served in 
AustraBa, New Zealand, &c., and as the " Graham's Town 
Journal" observed, " on every occasion when hard and 
gallant service was demanded he distinguished himself." 

In the early part of 1852 many reinforcements were sent 
to the Cape, including fresh batteries of artiUery, which, 
under Captains Faddy, Devereux, Eobinson, Lieutenant 
Singer, &c., were usefully employed in various parts 
against the eneniy. 

In February Sir H. Smith made a grand attack upon 
the difficult and dangerous positions of Waterkloof, Blmk- 
water, and Fuller's Hock, completely clearing the spot 
known as " Macomo's Den." 

Shortly afterwards be was recalled to England, and the 
command taken by Sir G. Cathcart. On the 30th June 
Major Uurnaby left the coVoivy ,'w\ieii iVi^ following general 
order appeared : — 
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" Major Bomaby was appointed commandant of 
Graham's Town by Major- General Somerset when hos- 
tilities first commenced, at the moat critical period of the 
war, involving duties of the most vital importance and the 
greatest responsibility. Id addition to the duties of equip- 
ping and completing the field battery, whose efficiency m 
the division has been so donspicuous, the datiea of escorts 
for protecting the general supplies of the army had to bs 
detached from the irregular lovies hastily raised and called 
together, and other most important duties provided for, 
requiring great consideration. Major-General Somerset 
has the greatest satisfaction in expressing his opinion that 
Major Barnaby has conducted the whole of the important 
and numerous duties entrusted to him in the most efficient 
manner, with an energy and promptuesa that has been of 
the ntmost advantage to the public aervice and the frontier 
generally." 

The war was continued till December, when the Kaffirs 
aned for peace, with many protestations of allegiance to 
Queen Victoria. General Oathcart, having so far humbled 
them, at once granted their petitions, assuring them, how- 
ever, that a repetition, of their fiendish couduct towards 
the settlers would bring on them a repetition of the chas- 
tisement which in their appeal for peace they allow was 
merited. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

" A braver choice' of danntlefls Bpirita» 
Than now the Eoglish bottokis have wafted o'er. 
Did never float upon the swelling tide." 



THE WAR IN THE CRIMEA — ^FIELD OPERATIOK& 

INVASION OF THE CRIMEA — DISPOSITION OW THB TB00P8 W 
BATTERIES OF ARTILLERY — AFFAIR AT BULGAVAO — BATTU OT 
ALMA— turner's BATTERY — LIEUT. WAL8HAX — ^WODSHOVI^S 
BATTERY— KX)LOKEL D ACRES — ^ADVANCE OF ABTILLXRT — ^MAUll^S 
TROOP — CAPTURE OF A RUSSIAN GENERAL — MARCH TO BAU- 
CLAVA — CAPTURE OF BAGOAOE AT MACBJSNZIE's FARM — DRITIB 
SMEATON — BATTLE OF BALACLAVA — OALLANT OOMDUOT OF TBI 
ENGLISH GUNNERS IN THE REDOUBTS — CAPTAIN KAUDB — ATTACK 
OF THE 26th OCTOBER — BATTLE OF INKERMAN — TURKBR'S AD 
YATES's BATTERIES-^-WODEHOUSB'S BATTERY— OAPTADI HAMUT 
— ANECDOTES OF NON-COMMISSIONED 0FFICBB8 AMD MXH — OB* 
OEANT HENRY — TOWNSEND*S BATTERY — DEATH OF MATOK 
TOWNSEND — LIEUT. MILLER — COLONEL DICKSON WITH THI 
18-POUNDERS — DEATH OF GENERAL STRANGWAT8 — DMFIAT Of 
THE RUSSIANS — HURRICANE — BATTLE OF TCHERNAYA — MOt- 
BRAY's BATTERY. 

DuBiNa the latter part of the year 1853 the peaceful 
horizon of Earope became overclouded, and the minda of 
many were imeasy at the aspect presented in the affgressif e 
policy pursued by Eussia towards her weak neighbour, the 
Ottoman Empire. 

Diplomacy was resorted to for the purpose of indneiDg 
Kussia to abandon her projects, but in vain, and in March, 
1854, war was declared by England and France againit 
the Emperor of all the Eussias. Troops were at once sent 
to the East, but passing over the encampments at Gidli- 
poli and Scutari, the reviews at Devna (where the Hone 
Artillery astonished Omar Pasha by the rapidity of their 
movements), and the inaction at Varna,* we come to the 

* In July a reconnaissance of the Dobmdicha was effeeted I7 
twelve artillerymen, mounted on pack'Saddlei and baggages, under 
Colonel Gordon. Captain Gage, R.A., had* command of apsrif 
which marched to the Danube, a distance of 120 milea, sail 

rewaiDetl with the TaTkish atm^ uxidsx Omar Pasha dmiag Ike 

oijeniiona at Eudchuck and QVui^^no. 
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of the Crimea, which' took place in September, 
1854. 

The disposition of the British artillery at tliie time was 
ae follow B : — 

Brigadier T. Fox StrangwajB, commanding ; Captain 
J. M. Adye, Assistant Adjutant-General ; Captain Hon. 
E. T. Gage. Brigade Major ; Captain G. T. Field, Deputy 
Aaflistant Quartermaster- General ; Captain E. B. Hamley, 
Staff Officer. Colonel J. E. Dupuis, commanding Eorae 
Artillery. 

T„op. . . . .{"f "I.j:SI... 



Colonel E. J. Dacres commanding. 

B.Uerie. . . I CapUia E. Wriehouiie. 

( „ D. \\ . Paynter. 



Colonel J. W. Fitzma; 
Batteries . . . i C'^P'' 



C. T. Franklin (Yates).l 



Colonel W. K. Nedham commanding. 
■a h™'„ S Captain W. Swiaton. 

Batteries . . .| i;^ G. E. Barker. 

FOUBTII DIVISION. 

Colonel D. E. Wood 
Battery .... Major S. P. T. 



Colonel N. T. Lake commanding. 
Ti u. - ( Captain Anderson. 

BattencB . . .[ ^^^^ ^^^^-^^ 

The allies landed at Old Fort on the Uth September, 
Captain Anderaon's battery being the first of the British 
artillery to more inland. By the 16tli nearly all the guns 
were landed, and a reconnaissance was made by thecavaJry 
under Lord Cardigan, accompanied by Maude's troop of 

* This troop, lately C&nimandeiibjAIaJDr Leiinge, who, in Turkey, 
fell n victim to aa orerdose of opium, takeu an an nntidote against 
cholera, wai led into action by Captain IiraTkd\ui^,^.\.., ^-^jvxto. 
Thomas aat bnring nrrired fronj EoslsLnil. 
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Horse Artillery. They started at one p.m., and went aboat 
fourteen miles in a north-easterly direction, over a yery 
flat country. 

They dia not meet one Cossack, but the Tartars in the 
village supplied them with provisions at a very cheap rate. 
Lieutenant Taddy,*!R.H.A., bought fourteen pigs for two- 
pence, and other officers of the troop obtained a turkey, a 
chicken, and four ducks for two shillings, while the men 
indulged in eggs, which they purchased at fourteen a 
penny. 

After remaining an hour in the farthest village, the 
party returned to Old Fort by the same road. 

Early on the morning of the 19th the armies began their 
march towards Sebastopol, the batteries of artillery main- 
taining a position on the right of the respective cuvisions 
of infantry, and Maude's troop advancing with the cavalrj. 
In the afternoon they arrived at the river Bulganac, from 
whence the Russians were visible, their cavalry (withgoos) 
having taken up a position on the opposite hills. 
* One of the flrst to meet the enemy was Major Colling- 
wood Dickson, K.A., the son of the great artilleryman of 
the Peninsula, who, with Dr. EUiott and some dragoon 
officers, was riding between the cavalry and the skirmiahen, 
when the Bussians descended the hill towards them. 

After some thirty rounds from the enemy's gnns, 
Maude's troop galloped up and opened fire. &eir 
round-shot ploughed up the columns of the cavalry, who 
speedily dispersed into oroken lines, wheeling round and 
round with great adroitness to escape the 6 and 9-pound 
balls. Our shells were not so successful, but one, oetter 
directed than the rest, burst right in the centre of a column 
of light infantry whom the Eussians had advanced to sup- 
port their cavalry. Our fire was so hot, and the service of 
the guns so quick, that the enemy retired in about fifteen 
minutes after we opened on them. 

Morning dawnea on the 20th of September, the day of 
the battle of the Alma, amid a busy camp, for all expected 
that that day would become a memorable one in historj. 
Nor were they disappointed. Before sunset the allied 
armies of England and France had driven the Russians 
from a position formidable by nature, and rendered doubly 
80 by art, and the army of England, by far the greater 
part of whom had never seen a shot fired in anger, proved 
to the world that they had in no way degenerated* but 
were worthy followers of the men of Cre^y, of Blenheim* 

♦ Died at fidin))urgVs OciVAj^t V^, ^'^^^i.. 
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and of Waterloo, Tlie remembranco of tlieae actions' 
liowever, was obliterated by the glories of this day ; the 
BOldiera of France, whom we had ever ooDaaion to respect 
as enemies, ise now learned to trnsb as firm and faitJiful 
friends. May they ever remain aa such, and the world 
will have eanae to remember with thankfulnesB the events 
of 1854. 

It was noon when the allies arrived at the river Alma, 
on the Bonthern Bide of which the HuaaiauB, in poaltion on 
the heights, were waiting to receive them. The French 
commenced the battle by turning the enemy's left flank ; 
the 2Dd and light divisions of the British then dashed 
throngh the river and up the face of the heights, to attack 
the Busaian batteries. The British artillery had been 
throwing shot into the Bussian rodoubta since the com- 
mencement of the French attack, and had lost one ofiicor, 
CaptainDew, who was struck in the head by around-shot; 
now they were ordered to advance. Turner's battery was 
the first to cross the river. A wheel waa knocked off one 
of the guns by a round-shot while in the middle of the 
stream, and ollicers and men vied with each other in their 
esections to get the gnii ready for action, they being all 
the time up to their middles in water and e.'qioaed to a 
most destructive fire. 

Two guns of the battery quickly aiTived at the spot to 
wliich they were ordered by Lord Kaglan, but they had 
advanced so rapidly and the difficulties in crossing the 
river were so great that there was bnt one bombardier 
besides the drivers who came up with the guns. The 
ofQcers of the battery instantly dismounted, and assisted 
by Major Dickson, Captain Gordon, and the officers of 
General Strangways' staff, serred the guns until the 
gunners came up. The first shot fell too short, it was 
aimed at the Bussian 18-gun battery, which was causing our 
second division, in its immediate front, and the fight division 
and the brigade of Guards in its right front, great loss. 

The guns were only O-pounders, and the distance was 
considerable. The second shot, however, went through a 
EuBsian tumbril and kiUed two horses. These two shots 
were sufficient: the Bussian general seeing that he waa 
taken completely in flank, gave orders for them to hmber 
up their guns. This they did admirably, but durmg the 
time our two guns kept playing on tJieir retiring artSlery, 
causing them great loss; and the gunners and two more 
guns of Turner's battery having now arrived, the firing 
went on rapidly. 

This battery sustained iUEiD.y loaeee, Kiui «ra,Oa.'««a %ga-J 
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scarcity of men at one of the gnns that Lieutenant Walthim 
took a gunner's place, and was in the act of sponging the 
^n when he received a bullet in the right breast which 
inRtantly deprived him of life. 

This young officer, the third son of Sir John Walsham, 
Bart., was one of that daring class of adventurers whose 
name became public by ascending Mont Blanc, and the 
feat, as performed by him, was duly mentioned in the 
papers of the day. At the Alma he ascended a moie 
glorious height, and his devotion in acting as a common 
gunner, which brought his uniform to the enemy's mark, 
entitles him to the grateful remembrance of his countrj. 
He had just entered his twentieth year when he fell in the 
first battle in the Crimea. The only other casualty among 
the officers of Boyal Artillery was Lieutenant Uockrelu 
whose leg was carried away by a cannon-shot. He died 
after amputation. 

As soon as the Kussian ^uns ceased firing, Wodehoose*! 
battery, which had been lunbered up and led acroM the 
river by Colonel Dacres, came up on the right of the dOCh 
regiment. The slopes in front were still covered with the 
enemy's skirmishers, obstinately contesting the ground 
with our own, and giving way, if at all, very slowly. 

Over the heights beyond the contested battery, the 
helmets of a Eussian column might be seen, and presently 
the solid mass, apparently about 2000 strong, marched 
over the hill and began to descend towards the British line. 
A shell from a gun, laid by Colonel Dacres himself before 
the ^un detachment could come up, dropped among Uie 
Eussian skirmishers; the other guns coming up in soe- 
cession, opened their fire on the column and struck it 
every time. Franklin's and Anderson's batteries, croesinfi; 
the river, came up and opened on the lefl, and Faynter'f 
followed; and the column, after marching about fifty 
yards down the hill, halted, turned about, and disappear- 
ing over the crest, was seen no more. 

Maude's troop went up the hill and into action in the 
most gallant style, on the extreme left of the English 
position, and did great execution, as there were upwards 
of 200 dead llussians on the spot his shot had reaohed, 
and where no other battery had directed its fire. 

The British infantry now crowned the heights, and the 

position was ours. While ascending the hill, some men 

of Wodchouse's battery discovered a Bussian general 

(Shokanoff) and his servant lying on the ground as though 

they were wounded. Gunner M'Anasby and Trumpeter 

M.'L&rcu, to whom I believe t\ie ere^x* \^ ^xsa ^<(st bafing 
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diBOOvered these irapoators, at once delivered them up to 
their officer, Lieuteuant Eicliards, by whom the general 
was reoeived in a manner betittinR his position. He waa 
Bent to Seutari, where he afterwards died of cholera. 

At the auminit of the hill a brief stand was made by the 
enemy, and it seemed as if the contest waa about to be 
renewed, bnt the infantry, levelling their bayoneta. ad- 
vanced at a rapid pace, and the Bussians, daahin^ down, 
their accoutrements and arms. Bed like frightened sheep 
down the declivity. The victory waa complete — a great 
army in a position of immense strength had been igno- 
minioualy defeated in less than three hours by the sheer 
valour of English and French soldiers. 

For two days the armies remained upon the field, and at 
early mom on the 23rd September commenced their south- 
ward march. They bivouacked that night on. the baaka of 
the £atcha, and on the following morning advanced to- 
wards the Belbek. This day the northern forts of Sebastopol 
were diatinutly viBible — indeed, at one lime the allies were 
within range of the guns of the great Slar Fort. They 
therefore turned somewhat to the left, and rested for the 
night 00 some hills around the little village of fielbek. 

The 25th was a day to be remembered by all in the 
army, for it waa a day of much difficulty and fatigue. The 
distance from the Belbek to Ualaklava IB but fourteen 
miles, but the troops had to pans through a thick forest or 
jungle, each man threading u path as he best could. 

Lord Eaglan and his staff were the first to emerge 
from the wood, and on so doing they came right upon the 
rear-guard of the Kussian army. Maude's troopwaa quickly 
got out of the wood and fired a few rounds ; a volley from 
the Eifles and a charge of the cavalry followed, and the 
HuBsians rushed pelhmell along the road to Simpburopol, 
leaving everything behind that might have impeded their 
flight, and strewing t!ie road for two or three milea with 
waggons, carts, tumbrils, provisions, ammunition, baggage, 
officers' uniforms, personal ornaments, and a countless 
array of miscellaneoua wrt'deB. 

Out gunners got hold of the baggage of aome general 
officer and his staff, for they were soon laden with em- 
broidered hiiasa J k t p 1 , and garments of various 
kinds ; they al g t a q nt ty of jewellery and watches, 
and some, mo 1 ky ban the rest, got hold of the 
general's lunch n b k ad feasted on wild boar 
washed down w 1 1 mp m 

An officer of h E ynl A tdlery, who was fortuTiate 
enough to bee m p B d t a "fi\iQ\e %\ie ^A ■»■ ■>h^^ 
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boar, politely sent Lord E.a;glan a leg. A quantity of 
ammunition was found among these spoiis, six waggons- 
iul being blown up by a party under Captain fOTtes- 
cue, E..A. 

A halt was made for an hour or two on the heiehti 
near Mackenzie's Farm, after which the army resumed iti 
march towards Balt^lava, reaching the river Tchemaya in 
the evening, and remaining there for the night. 

Before the army commenced its march on this day 
Driver Eobert Smeaton, of Major Maude's troop, gu- 
lantly jamped into the river Belbek, and succeeded in 
saving the life of a French soldier, who would have been 
drowned but for his timely assistance. This man served 
throughout the whole of the campaign, and at its close he 
received the medal for ** Yaleur et discipline" from the 
Emperor of the French. 

On the morrow the armies approached Balaklava. A 
few shells fired from an old Genoese fort was the only re- 
sistance offered to our troops, who speedily occupied the 
town and established a communication with the fleet, whidi 
had already entered the small but peculiarly useful harbour 
of Balaklava. 

Preparations were now made for the sie^e of Sebastopol. 
The details of the many occasions on which '* British ar- 
tillerymen" distinguished themselves during this gloriooi 
siege will be found in the next chapter. We have now to 
do only with the field artillery who were stationed in and 
about Balaklava. 

By the 30th all the heavy guns were parked on the 
heights above Balaklava, and then it was that both men 
and horses of the field batteries experienced the hardest 
work they had during the whole of the campaign. These 
guns had to be dragged over hilly and rocky ground a dis- 
tance of seven miles before they could be placed in posi- 
tion against Sebastopol. The horses fell under the heafy 
loads, never to rise again ; the men also were worn oat 
with the continual and harassing fatigue duties, and ere 
winter commenced reiDforcements were sadly wanted to 
complete the efficiency of the field batteries. 

On the 6th October Maude's troop was engaged in a little 
skirmish with a body of Cossacks who had come down for 
the purpose of ann03^ing our working parties. 

On the morning of the 25th October a Kussian army of 

about 30,000 appeared openly on the plain before BalakuiTS. 

ready to meet the allies in fair fight. At early dawn largs 

masBOS of Hussian cavalry, supported by artillery and in- 

fsuitry, advanced again&t ihe Tedo\]\)\A ^^Odl \^3^ been 
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thrown np for the defence of Balaklava, and which were 
manned by the Turks, haTinK one English artilleryman in 
ea.1^. Ounnera David Jeokina, Jacob M'Garry, and John 
Barrett were the men to whom the oondnct of the Moalem 
gnnneTB wbb entrusted, and nobly they performed their 
dnty, and anstained for their corps that high character 
whioh it haa ever had the good fortune to poBgesB. 

After a few rounds from the Eusaian batteries the Turks 
in No. 1 redoubt quitted their guns, and fted precipitately 
towards No. 3. They were followed by the En^liah fjuoner, 
biit not until he had spiked the guns. The Turks in Noa. 
2 and 3, finding that their comrades on the right bad fled, 
took the alarm, and the whole of them were in a, few 
minutes running out of the redoubts, abandoning our guna 
and artillerymen to their fate. The latter were, of course, 
obliged to follow, but they took care first to render the 
ordnance in the redoubts unserviceable. 

There was another Englishman in No. 4 redoubt, a 
sapper named Lankaster, with whom the artilleryman, 
sharing the kin of country, behaved as became their 
national character. 

When No. 3 redoubt was evacuated the Euseian bat- 
tery increased its fire on No. 4, which, answering with an 
energy probably emboldened by the nearness of supports, 
checked the enemy in bis career of success. It is due to 
the gallantry of the Turks in No. 4 to aoknowiedge, that 
while many of the infantry Taulted in alarm over the 
parapet at the first blush of the fight, and ran from the 
opportunity to cover themselves with honour, there were 
not wanting staunch artillerists, firm and courageous, to 
stand to the guns, and, as instructed by the British gunner, 
to work them manfully. Regarding, however, any display 
of courage on their part as useless, and their position as 
untenable, the little garrison of this redoubt, after spiking 
the guns and breaking the wheels of the carriages, quitted 
the battery and took up a position under cover of the 
Highlanders. Thenamesof Jenkins, M'Gan'y,and Barrett 
were recorded by order of her Majesty; the former also 
received the French war medai, and the two latter were 
decorated with the Sardinian medal. 

Maude's troop and Barker's battery, supported by the _. 
Scots Greys, were ordered up from Balaklava to the slopes ^ 
between the outposts, and found themselves opposed to the 
firer of several field batteries and some guns of position, 
which covered an advance of infantry. As the troop was 
armed only with 6-pounders, it and the tielAbaWei^ ti«W) . 
quite OFermatehed, both in metal and \n TOitrioeta ■, -ospici* ■ 
Cjt ^ 
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thelesB, our artillery maintained the contest till its ammnni- 
tion was exhausted, when it retired, having lost a good 
many horses and a few men. Captain Maude himself wu 
dangerously wounded ; he was struck in the arm by a shell 
which burst at his saddle-bow and killed his horse. 

Thomas's troop (under Captain Brandling), was stationed 
near the heavy brigade, under cover of a vineyard, ready 
to come into action at a moment's notice. After the heavy 
cavalry charge, Maude's troop (under Captain Shakespear) 
formed upon their left flank, and afterwards manoBuvred 
about, but never came again into action. After the repulse 
of the Kus^ian cavalry by the Highlanders, Barker's bat- 
tery flred into the retreating columns. 

The B.oyal Artillery took no further part in the erents 
of this memorable day, though all the batteries were drawn 
up in readiness for action. 

The Hussians remained satisfied with the redoubts they 
had captured from the Turks, and did not advance any 
further towards Balaklava. 

On the following day (26th October) the enemj came 
out in force and attacked the camp of the second dtvisimi. 
Thev had thirty-two guns, to oppose which the batteries 
of the second d[ivision, under Captains Turner and Tates, 
were quickly brought into the field. Presently Colonel 
Dacres, with Captain Wodehouse's battery, came up to 
their assistance, and in half an hour these eighteen guns 
forced the enemy's artillery to abandon the field. 

Our batteries were then directed, with equal accuracy 
and vigour, upon the enemy's columns, which soon fell into 
complete disorder and flight. They were then literally 
chased by the infantry almost to the walls of Sebastopol. 
On the 5th November the battle of Inkerman took 
place. In this, the most memorable achievement of 
modern times — when the allied army of 14,000 men 
defeated the Russians, numbering 60,000, causing them 
to leave a greater number of killed and wounded on the 
field than the entire force of English and French who 
were engaged — the Koyal Artillery nobly sustained their 
fame, both as good gunners and as brave men. 

Two hours before daybreak the horses of Turner's and 
Yates's batteries, of the second division, were hooked in 
the guns, and the first line of waggons, as was their uinal 
custom. As the men turned out, they could plainly bear 
the bells tolling in Sebastopol, and as* it was the 5tli 
November some of them jocosely remarked that " it wai 
in commemoration of Guy ¥a\i^." H.o'Neyer, just at the 
break of day, the HuBaiana oi^eu^^ «^ ^«di^^ %x% ^a.^ 
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seoood division camp with Boveral heavy guns which they 
had placed in position witli muffled wlieek durius tbo 
ni);ht. The two pieces on picquet, a 9-poundeT and u. 
34-pounder howitzer, under Lieutenant Broughton, were 
the lirst engaged. Turner's and Yates's batteries, how- 
ever, being already horsed, quickly advanced to tha front, 
and came into action. Wodehouse's hattery soon follnwed, 
a,nd before an hour had elapsed all the batteries were np 
and hotly engaged. 

Tbo 4l8t and 49th regiments were pushed on to check 
the advance of the enemy, and Wodehouse's battery was 
at once ordered up to. the support of these regiments. 
Three guns of this battery were placed under the command 
of Captain Hamley, and were so advantageously placed by 
him that they continued to fire with deadly cuect on tha 
enemy's columns. " It must be remarked, sajs GTeneral 
Todleben, in his recent work ou the defence of Sebas- 
topol, "that the English artillery sustained its infantry 
perfectly. It followed them everywhere, and opened fire 
at BulHciently close diBtauccs againat the assailing columns 
of the Baa ' 



Townsend'a battery was taken up to the assistance 
Codrington'a division by Colonel Wood, by *hora it 
i most adrantageously placed. The first few rounds 



e told with murderous effect upon the Russians, 
who, however, faToured by the mist of the morning, crept 
up among the brushwood, picked off our artillerymen, and 
caused severe loss. 

Major Townsend* fell at this moment, and the Russians 
charging, captured four of our guns. Hardly had hostile 
liBuds touched English iron, before our 77th and 88th, 
Leaded by Lieutenant Miller,t E.A., were in the midst of 
the Kuasians. A second or so and the guns were our own 

Bj this time, notwithstanding the tremendous struggle 

• Major S. P. Townsend was thB Eldest aon of tha Ebt. W. K. 
TowBBend, rector of Aghedft (Ireland), and a grandaon of the 
late Major- General Brooke Young, li. A. He reraived his first 
commiasion ia 1831, and ju 1337 he served on the staff of the 
Bo;al Artillery daring the sappresBian of tlie reliellion in Canada. 
Distingaiahtd aa he was in hLi mililary capacity, he was still more 
so in his maoifolt) Christiiin qnalities, which earned for bim the 
love of hl:< bratiier otSccrs and tiie reapecl and affection cf his 
soldiers. His excelleot life hae heen home testimony to on maajr 
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in which the infantry were engaged in the redonbt known 
as the two-gun battery, all our guns were in position, ot- 
posed to pieces three times their weight (so placed on toe 
crest of the opposite hill that only their muzzles were 
visible), and exposed to their deacuy fire, which caused 
great loss both m men and horses. 

The incidents which occurred during this tremendout 
duel of artillery would fill a Tolume. A few, howeTer. 
deserre especial mention. 

The batteries of the first division, under Colonel Dacies, 
suffered great loss. Dacres' horse was shot under him* 
when he immediately took that of Trumpeter M'Lareii, 
of Wodehouse's battery, telling the boy to go home (that 
was to the camp) out of danger. The brave little feUow, 
seeing the loss his battery had sustained, requested to be 
allowed to remain, and he served as a gunner during the 
remainder of the action.'* 

Sergeant Fairfax, Gunner Maloney, and Driver Hay 
were all noticed on the field by Colonel Dacres as having 
displayed extraordinary courage and zeal during this try- 
ing time. Captain Hamley's horse was killed by a round- 
shot, and fell heavily, crushing his rider under him. Ser* 
geant M'Xown ran to extricate his officer. He had just 
fifbed him from under the horse, and was assisting him to 
steady himself, when a shot carried off his thigh, and he 
fell back on Hamlev» uttering cries as if of amazement at 
the suddenness of his misfortune. Captain Hamley laid 
him gently down, and called two men to carry him to the 
rear. He afterwards died at Scutari.t 

At one time the Russian infantry made a dashing charge 
at the guns of Turner's battery, which for a time remained 
in their hands. Sergeant Henry, who commanded one of 
the guns, called out to the gunners not to leave their posts, . 
but defend the gun to the last. Setting an example, which 
was immediately followed by a brave gunner named James 

* McLaren received the French war-medal for his gallant conduct. 
After the war he was transferred into the Royal Artillery band, in 
which he remained till his death, which took place 3larch 15, 1859. 
He was interred in Charlton Cemetery, a stone being erected to hii 
memory by his old companions with whom he had served in the 
Crimea. 

f Sergeant John M'Kown was the second son of the late 

Quartermaster M'Kown, K.A., a distinguished veteran of the 

Peninsular and American wars, who had received severe wounds in 

each. Sei^geant James M'Eown, his younger brother, alao 

Hurougbottt the campiugn in the Cnmeos **^^ ^t its dote 

ibe French war-medal for hit d'latVniS''''^^ oo^^^ 
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TajloFj lie drew his sword and prepared for the worst. In 
a minute they B-ere surroundea, aud Tajlor received liLi 
death-wound. Henry, seizing one of the enemy's hftyonetB 
with hia left hand, and throwing the man off, out away at 
tLe others with his sword. He was soon overpowered, 
however, and was atmck in the breast with, a bayonet and 
lifted off the ground, and when he fell he received no fewer 
than twelve wounds. The French and one of our infantry 
regiments soon recaptured the guns, and then turned their 
attention to the wounded. A French soldier gave Henry 
a drink, which revived him, and he was then carried to 
the rear by two infantry soldiers. Suffering so much from 
loss of blood, he begged of the men to put him down and 
leave him, and he waa afterwards rescued by Corporal 
Conway and Gunner M'Grath, of his own battery.* 

Farrier Mark Sutton, who was taken prisoner with his 
guns, contrived to efieot his escape. 

Turner's battery suffered fearfully, having twenty men 
killed And wounded, and thirty horses killed, besides 
having tlieir Hmber-boses broken, i&e. 

Lord Uaijlan — seeing the difficulties under wbicli the 
artillery were engaged, and wishing, if possible, in however 
small a deffree, to equalize the contending ordnance — be- 
thought himself of bringing into action any guns of posi- 
tion that we might have unempJoyed in the siege-train. 
He inquired what guns there were in the right siege-train, 
and was told therewere two ironlS-pounder guns of position. 

Lord Raglan immediately despatched an order for them 
to be brought up. The officer to whom it was delivered 
Bent an answer back that it was impoesible. Lord Baglan 
was much annoyed at this, turned to the assistant adja- 
tant-general of lUiyal Artillery, and said, " Adye, I don't 
like the word impossible .- don't you think the guns can be 
brought upP" Major Adye said he was certain it could 
be done. Lord Haglan then sent Captain Gordon, B.A., 
with directions to Colonel Gambier to bring the two 18- 
pounders into action with the least possible delay. 

At this time a splinter of a shell which had burst in the 
midst of the staS struck General Strangways' leg with 
such force as to leave it hanging by a mere shred of 
jagged flesh and a portion of the trousers. Without a 
complaint — hie face as placid as though nothing had oc- 
curred — the bravo old man, in his uanal gentle manner, 

* Sergeant Ileiir; nfttrwurda received a comiuisaiiin in the 
Land Traoaport CDrpa, aaJ waa decorated wllU t,\ie Kv^CA. «««&■ 
He is now a captain ia the Gaul litigii&t, 'Bo^e.V b.-eC^^tsi:i. 
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said, " Will anyone be kind enough to lift me off xnj 
horse P" Major Adye had abready dismounted, and in a 
moment he lifted the poor old general off his horse and 
laid him on the ground, and then hurried off to procure a 
stretcher. As the gallant old soldier was laid on the earth, 
tears forced themselves from many a stout heart, for 
Strangways was known and beloved by every man ; his 
snow-white hair and kind and genUe manner having ren- 
dered him conspicuous in the camp. He was removed 
with great care to the hospital of the right siege-train, bat 
he had lost so much blood even before ne haa been lifted 
off his horse, that it was considered better not to torture 
him by an operation, which, in his weak state; would faci- 
litate the death he was so fast hastening to. After ad- 
dressing a few words to the officers of the staff and leaving 
his last message for those most dear to him in England, he 
said, "I die, at least, a soldier's death!" 

Towards the close of the battle, when the Russians were 
retiring. Lord Eaglan received intelligence that the poor 
old general was fast approaching his end. His lordiship 
immediately rode to the hospital, and going in found him 
rapidly sinking. He pressed the old man's hand, and told 
him we had gained the day. A faint smile passed over the 
dying veteran's countenance, but he was too weak from the 
loss of blood to speak. A few minutes after, and hia spirit 
fled to rest. 

The moment at last arrived when the battle was de- 
cidedly in favour of the allies, for at this instant the two 
18-pounders were being brought into action. They were 
dragged up, not without considerable difficulty* by horses 
taken from the field guns which had been spiked, and by 
the men of Dickson's and D'Aguilar's companies, under 
Lieut.-Colonel Gambier. This gallant officer was proceed- 
ing with these pieces of ordnance towards Lord Baglan, 
when a spent shot (comparatively speaking) ricocheted off 
the ground and struck him on the chest. Of course he 
was knocked down senseless, and carried to the rear (as it 
was thought at the time) a mortally wounded man. 

Colonel Gambier was many months before he recovered 
from the effects of this blow. Indeed, for a long time his 
life was despaired of, for although the shot made no open 
wound, it caused so great a contusion that the medical 
men never expected he would get over it. 

His place was taken by Colonel Dickson, who brought 

the guns into action, and continued till the end of the 

battle in command of them. TVie^ \i«A iiot been in action 

half an hour before their Bxi^efvoTvVs ^^ ^<^'^\i\f^^ 



f.^1 
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enfeebled reply of the enemy's artillery. The loas of men 
encased in serving these gutiB was very great. Seventeen, 
artillerymen were killed or wounded, Captaias Tupper aud 
Injrilby being among the latter. 

Several men were noticed ou the field by Colonel Diclc- 
Bon, the most conspieuous beiDg Gunners John Morton 
and Hugh Davie. The latter received a slight wound, but 
would not leave his poat until a round-shot came and took 
away both Lis arms. He was pensioned after the war, unil 
died at Woolwich In April, 1861. 

Fresh men having bsen received from the right siege- 
train, our fire, if anything, became more accurate. There 
was never such beautiful practice. The greatest praise is 
due to Colonel Dickson for the admirable manner in whjoh 
be directed his men. 

The mighty duel of artillery continued for some time, 
the enemy drawing off their guna by fours every ten 
minates or so, until but two batteries remained. These 
were severely knocked about by our IS-ponnders, but Lord 
Kaglan sent an aide-de-camp to Colonel Dickson to desire 
Iiim to cease firing, as he wished to advance some infantry. 
Dickson begged to be allowed to have a few shots more, 
as he said he had the ran^e so perfectlyi aud to verify his 
assertion the guns, which were then loaded, veers fired, and 
the shot went crashing through the Eussian carriages. A 
minute or two later he ceased firing, an example which the 
EusBians immediately followed. 

On witnessing the decisive effect of Dickson's skill. Lord 
Saglan, accompanied by his etas', immediately rode op to 
him and congratulated him on his success. "Dickson, my 
brave fellow," said he, " jou are jour father's better." In. 
a few moments the British had the satisfaction of seeing 
the last of the enemy's artillery limber up and gallop off 
the field. 

Besides the casualties mentioned at the battle of Inker- 
man, Captains Morris and Baddely were wounded, while 
the loss in men was 13 killed and 76 wounded. Besides 
these the loss in horses was enormous ; seven officers had 
their horses shot under them, of whom no fewer than four 
were doing duty with Wodebonae's battery. 

The day after the battle a melancholy spectacle was 
afforded to the camp. A lofty eminence in front of the 
fourth division was appropriated as the burial-place of 
the more distinguished olhcers who had fallen in the 
battle. Cathcart and Strangways, who hud iirst met on 
the field at Leinsic, when fighting for the Eussians 
against the French, and had a£terwax4a?.et\cii\B'(j*ia.«t^ , 

« 111 ■ 
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Waterloo, had fallen in the valley of Inkerman, and were 
this day laid side by side, mourned not only by the whole 
of the army but by the English nation. Strangways was 
borne to the grave on a gun, escorted by the 1 troop of 
Horse Artillery, formerly the rocket troop, the only por- 
tion of the British army which (under his command) nad 
served at Leipsic. 

On the 14th I^ovember occurred an event which 
crowned the su£Perings of the devoted armies. A hurri- 
cane broke over the whole camp, scattering the tents to 
the winds, and a deluge of rain for more than twelve hours 
completed the disasters the hurricane had commenced. 
The poor horses were almost swept away, dying by hun- 
dreds ; the camp became one huge quagmire, and the 
soldiers, deprived of shelter and food, cowered in wretched 
groups, vainly endeavouring to shield themselves from the 
" fierce pelting of the pitiless storm." 

The siege of Sebastopol now engrossed all attention 
until May, when an expedition under Sir George Brown 
embarked at Balaklava for the Sea of Azov. The artil- 
lery attached to this division was commanded by Captain 
Barker. Arriving at Kertch, the place was taken without 
the artillery being called into action, and was quickly 
occupied. Anapa and the neighbouring fortresses having 
all surrendered to the allies, the presence of so laree a 
body of troops at Kertch was no longer necessary. The 
greater number were therefore re-embarked and returned 
to Balaklava, resuming their duties before Sebastopol. 
Captain Grs^don and fifty men of the E/oyal Artillery 
were left at Kertch to assist the Turks in the defence. 

On the 16th August the Kussian army in the field 
attacked the French and Sardinians, who held a position 
on the river Tchemaya. None of the English army were 
engaged on this, the last occasion on which the allies were 
attacked in the field, with the exception of Captain Mow- 
bray's battery of 32-pounder8, which was placed in advance 
with the Sardinian troops, and did most excellent service 
in preventing the advance of the enemy's artillery. 



CHAPTER XV. 

" Bouse yonr batteriea' cionniuit thunder, 
Hurl the blazing Rhell on high, 
Till yon ramparts, ceot asnndec, 
OouM yonr prowess to defy !" 



WAR IN THE CRIMEA (COSTINUED)- 
OP SKBABTOPOL. 




In October, 1854, the artillery destined to bombard Sebaa- 
topol was commanded by Colonel Gambler ; the companies 
of the right attack (DicKBon's, D'Aguilar's, and Strange'B) 
being under Lieut.- Colonel Dickson, and those of the left 
(Young's, Freese'a, [aad Rowan's) under Lieut. -Colon el 

At nifihtfall on the 8th October ground was broken 
before Sebaahipol, and for the next week the trench work 
proceeded vigorously. The gims were then placed in 
pMition, and batteries erected, and on the evening of 
the 16th orders were issued to commence the bombard- 
On the 17th, at daylight, the silence was broken by 
such a peal of artillery as has scarcely ever before in the 
most famous battles or sieges shaken the earth around the 
comhatanta. A hundred and twenty-six pieces, many of 
them of the largest calibre, opened at once upon the 
Huasian defences, and were answered by a still larger 
number of equal range and power. The din was incesaant, 
and the smoke in the batteries ho dense that arter a few 
rounds the gunners laid their pieces rather by the line oa 
the platform than by a view ot the object Biia£>&iA.. 
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Tlie magazines of the right attack running short of 
powder, Lieut.-Colonel Dickson sent a demand to Colonel 
Gambler for more. 

It was a difficult and dangerous operation to bring au- 
munitioD-waggons into the trenches imder so heavy a fire ; 
but the duty was most gallantly performed by the men of 
Wodehouse's field battery, under Lieutenant Maxwell, 
who galloped the waggons across the open to the trenches 
amidst the loud cheers of the gunners and sailors. 

The conduct of Lieut.-Colonel Dickson on this occasion, 
in directing the unloading of the waggons and personally 
assisting in conveying the ammunition into the batteries, 
was also very much noticed.* 

At midday the fleet approached the scene of action, and 
prepared to take their share in the dangers and glories of 
the day, 

A distinguished officer of the E/oyal Artillery, one who 
in his youth had bravely sustained a terrific fire from the 
French batteries on the Trocadero at Cadiz, had taken 
part in the great battles of Barossa, Salamanca, Toulouse, 
&c., and had shed his blood on the glorious field of 
Waterloo; and who in his riper years had taught the 
Chinese to respect the power of England on their own 
shores ; was, almost unknown, engaged with the fleet this 
day. This was Major-General the late Sir William 
Brereton,t who was on board Admiral Dundas's ship the 
Britanniay directing the fire of the rockets against the forts 
and city of Sebastopol. 

On the 18th the bombardment was confined to the land 
batteries. 

On this day Sergeant George Symons volunteered to 
unmask the embrasures of a five-gun battery in the ad- 
vanced right attack, and, when so employed (under a 
terrible fire, which the enemy commenced immediately on 
the opening of the first embrasure, and increased on the 
unmasking of each additional one), after unmasking them 
all he boldly mounted the parapet, and was throwing down 
the sandbags, when a shell from the enemy burst and 
wounded him severely. J 

On the night of the 19th, as a gunner was returning 

* Colonel Dickson afterwards received the Victoria cross for hii 
conduct on this occasion. Lieutenant Maxwell died in India, 
January 23, 1860. 

t Died in London, July 27, 1864. 
X Sergeant Symons afterwards receive<l the Victoria cross, and 
"w&B presenM. with a commiBsvoii \u Uve lilvlvtAx^ Train. He isnuw 
adjutant of the Yorkshire Vo\\mt.eftt KxXiCiXcn. 
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from ffttigae duty in tlie trendies of the rinlit attact. he 
lost his iraj, and wandered on till he found himself among 
the enemy's outpoHts, by wliom he was quickly made 
prisoner. 

Major Young* was slightly wounded on the 20tii. 

The interest GKcited hy a contest of artillery without 
decided advantage on either side soon languishes, and in 
a few days the thander of the bombardment was almost 
onheeded. Sut the tioops in the trenches and batteries 
were hardly worked, the artillerymen not having more 
than five hours' rest out of the twenty-four, and esposed 
day by day incessantly to a tremendons fire. 

On the 23rd tlie fire of the enemy was unusually sharp, 
OUTB having Bomewhat abated. Captain Childers, K.A., 
WHB killed on this day ; Captain Moubrny and Lieutenant 
Hope were wounded. 

The first, a most promising young officer, the son of a 
captain in the 42Qd Highlanders, was in converantion with 
Major Freeae as to the progress of the enemy's earth- 
works ; and leaving him for the purpose of taking an 
observation of the Bussiaa batteries, he had no sooner 
looked over the parapet than a large round-ahot struck 
him on the head, and death was instantaneous. 

From this time the lire slackened on both sides, and the 
incidents of the siege were not distinguished by any im> 
portant result : sometimes the besiegers made some appa- 
rent decided hits ; then in turn the besieged effected some 
triding advantage, bat nothing of moment occurred. 

The sufferings of our army during the ensuing; winter 
are, alas ! too well known. It cannot be expected that the 
lloyal Artillery fared any better than their companions in 
arms — indeed, it is not certain that the men of the sieee 
train were not worse off than any other portion of the 
army, for the reinforcements did not begin to arrive till 
the season was far advanced, and the whole line of English 
batteries had to be defended by the remnants of six 
companies who were worn out with continual duty.f 

Among the heavy fatigues which had to be performed 
by the artillery at tliis ioi'Iement season, was that of briuff- 
iug shot and shell up from Bakklava to the front. The 

* Thijs offiter, whu had served In Spain dnring tlie UarLiet war, 
in Chhiti iu 1842, nad in Kaffraria in 1847, was invalided home ; 
and OB Fobruary 34, 1865, he waa killed hyfallma HUluf the window 
of a Itntel in Portsiuonth. 

t The men of the field batteries were ocoisionally saut 05 (a 
assist in the treuchn. 
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process was most tedious: one man would have a 
32-poander shot in a sand-bag over his shoulder ; another, 
witn three horses, himself on the centre one, would bring 
four shot or shell, one being slung on each side of the two 
outer horses. Thus two men and three horses, in bringing 
fire shot, would be occupied many hours, the said shot 
being hurled against Sebastopol in as many seconds. 

Four officers of the Eoyal Artillery died during the 
winter, one of whom. Major Swinton, was suffooatM by 
charcoal which he was burning in his tent in the hope 
of obtaining warmth. 

Many changes took place in the artillery department 
during this winter. The chief command, rendered vacant 
by the death of Strangways at Inkerman, deyolved on 
Colonel Dacres.* 

When Colonel Gambier was wounded, the command of 
the siege train devolved on Lieut.-Colonel Lake.f This 
officer being shortly afterwards invalided, the command 
was taken Iby Colonel E. C. Warde.^ Majors !EU>wan, 
Freese, and x oung having been promoted, they were sno- 
ceeded in command of the batteries by Captains Henry, 
Grant, and Shaw. Among the reinforcements which 
arrived during the winter were eight companies for the 
siege train, commanded by Captains Broughton, H. Camp- 
beU, Wragge, Graydon, Oldfiold, Dixon, Sogers, and 
Hawkins. Excepting a stray shot now and then, and an 
occasional puff from a rifle when any of our men exposed 
themselves, there was very little fighting before Sebastopol 
until the night of the 22nd March, 1855, when the fiussians, 
about 7000 strong, made a sortie upon the whole face of 
our lines. 

The attack was principally directed against the French 
works in front of the Mamelon, from whence, however, 
after an obstinate struggle with our allies, they were re- 
pulsed. They were driven from our batteries on the 
right by a party of the 97th, under Captain Yicars, though 
Lieutenant Price and his detachment of Eoyal Artillery 
in charge of the guns barely escaped being made prisoners, 
as they were for a time completely surrounded by the 

* The present Lieut. -General Sir Richard J. Dacres, E.C.B., 
late commandant of Woolwich garrison. 

t Died at Shooter's Hill, May 19, 1864. Ho was cousin U 
Colonel Atwell Lake of Ears. 

X The present commandant of Woolwich garrison. In July, Col- 
onel Wanle returned to En^^land, when Colonel St. George assumed 
the commaiid of the siege train, 'w\i\(iVi Vi<i Te,U.vtved until after the 
^baatojK)!. 
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EusaiaiiB. While tlie attentioa of the defenders of the 
trcuchea wae tliue drawn to Uie conflict in. this direction, 
the enemy made another attempt to penetrate our linea 
farther to the left, where there was a mortar battery. 
Here they succeeded iu gainiag a footing, nod the men 
were compelled to retire Ironi the battery. 

Bombardier Mareh, B.A., of Captain Dixon'a company, 
WM in charge of the magazine of this battery, where bo 
remained acter the enemy had taken possession. Two 
lUissians came into the magazine, and fancying they heard 
somebody, probed about with their bayonets, till one of 
them iaserted the point of his weapon into the bombar- 
dier'a thomb ; the other, on leaving; the place, fired big 
pieoe, the bullet goiagintoacaac of fnses. Some infantry 
being now brought up, the Eussians gave way, and a 
general attack was made upon the retreating masses, who 
fled utterly beaten. 

The escape of Bombardier Marsh was most miraculous, 
as the magazine was fiill of powder ; the only harm he 
sustained, however, was tlie scratch oa bis thumb, which 
did not prevent him from joining in the pnrsoit. 

Shots now became more frequent, as if, preparatory to 
the nextbombardment, our artillerymen were endeavouring 
to obtain the most aconrate range. 

The correspondent of the Times, in a letter dated March 
33, says — " The practice of our artillerymen is splendid. 
Scarcely a shot iaila in striking the top of the parapet just 
at the right ^lace, and a black pillar of loose earth Bboots 
up into the air from the work after every discharge from 
onr guns." 

A number of new batteries having been constructed, 
and connected by trenches into one entire line of attack, 
on April D, the second bombardment commenced from 
140» j;uuB and mortars, and continued night and day for 
a week, when it gradually diminished. 

If even the supply of ammunition bad been unlimited, 
it would have been impossible, considering the way our 
artillerymen were worked, to have continued the bombard- 
ment much longer. The gunners passed eight hours in 
the batteries, Chen had eight hours' relief, and then re- 
turned to their guns; and out of the eight hours' remission 
nearly two were spent In going to and returning from 
their camp ; so that they spent ten hours on theur legs, 
which caused many to sufier so much from sore feet that 
they performed their duties with difficulty. Added to this, 

* Britiab : the French hul 360 ^ei»a va WUier^ -.— ^tAA^V 
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daring the first ^few days there was an incessant rain, so 
that the artillerymen were drenched to the skin, and 
standing in thick mud i* nevertheless they worked the guns 
with aomirable vigour. 

On April 11, Lieutenant Luce was struck by a round- 
shot in both legs, and died about two hours after his re- 
moval to camp. On the 13th, Lieutenant L'Estrange was 
wounded. Lieut.- Colonel Dickson had some mantelets 
made from cow-hides sewn together and stuffed with hay, 
and slung on a beam across the top of the embrasure ; th^f 
withstood the rifle fire remarkably well, but the gunoen 
could not be persuaded to use them during a bombard- 
ment. The gunners were invariably careless of their own 
safety, and, unless strictly watched by th^ officers, would 
sure to be unnecessarily running into danger. On one 
occasion, taking advantage of the presence of a yoong 
officer new to the trenches, a party of them came aeroM 
the open to the second parallel, instead of by the oovered 
way. The Eussians saw them, and at once sent a hail- 
storm of rifle-balls at them. One man feU, shot throng 
his red night-cap ;t the rest dispersed, two lying down 
for shelter under a low wall. A sailor came along, 
''dodging" the balls ; he looked at the bod^, seized it up, 
and carried it to the doctor ; but the spirit had for erer 
fled. 

Disobedience of orders usually brings its own punish- 
ment. Thus an artilleryman was told to load a gun in 
No. 17 " after dusk." BLe went in daylight, at six o'clock, 
took out the gabion from the embrasure, and was pro- 
ceeding to load, when a round-shot came in, kiUed him, 
wounded two others, and dismounted the gnn. Durioff 
the 13th and 14th, the guns of the Russians were turned 
upon some of our advanced works in vast numbers ; and 
in one particular instance, the injury sustained by a bat- 
tery was so great that the unremittmg exertions of Captains 
Henry and Walcot, and the gallantry and determination 
of the artillervmen under their orders, alone enabled them 
to keep up the Are and maintain themselves in it On 
April 15, the following order was issued : — *' Colonel 
Dacres will be so good as to communicate to Captains 
Henry and Walcot, and express to them not only my 

* '^ The sappers worked in providing channels for clearing avay 
the mud, which ohstnicted the artillerymen at the gans." — Conolljft 
*' Jlistory of Royal Sapjtera and Miners" vol. ii. p. 264. 

f The dress worn by the gunnen uv the batteries consisted of a 
red worsted cap, a blue guernBey, ttJi^>2lEie\x x^\TSi«QNai2L\xu<ui(8&. 
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approbotioa of their conduct, and that of the officers 
and. men under them, but my warmest thanka for their 
gallantry and perseveranue in the discharge of tiieir duty. 

RiQLAN." 

On the 14t]i Lieutenant Mitchell was killed by a 
round-Bhot from the Redan, ivliich fractured the base of 
Lia skull. 

About tea oVloclc on the morning of llie 16th th n my 
sent a shell through one of the magazines of N 'I ba y 
right attack, which caused it tu explode, killi g h m a 
zine man, of whom no remains were ever f und x p 
his hands, and wonndiug &ve others. The d b ts f Ei 
magazine and of the parapet, a considerab po oa of 
which was knocked down, rendered unserviceable f lie 
moment all the guns of the battery, with the p on of 

one, wbich the officer in command — Captain D s — urn d 
at onco upon the Huasians, who stood on th p p 
their works and cheered, at the same time ponnng ah y 
fire on the ruined battery. 

Nothmg oonid exceed the gallantry of Captain Dixon, 
whose cooluess und courage excited the admiration of all. 
He has received the Victoria cross. 

During the month of May (witii the exception of the 
troops despatched on an expedition to Kertch) the army 
was occupied in t g n w batteries, replacing the 

magazines, and pi g ddit nal guns and mortars in 

At three o'clock n th ft n on of the 6th June the 
third bombardm t mm n d The Russians replied 
with a heavier fire than u al all the afternoon, but during 
the night and mm f th 7th they scarcely returned 

The Mamelon, which on the previous afternoon had 
fired aalvoa, waa reduced to two or three guns, and its 
parapets, as well as those of the Bedan and the face of 
the Malakoff looking towards our batteries, were little 
more than a sliapeleaa heap of earth, testifying to the 
excellence of our artillery fire, which waa probably un- 
equalled for precision ana effect. The caaualtiea in the 
artillery were very heavy during the bombardment of the 
6th and 7th: Captaina Mortimer Adye* ajid Alexander 
Gordon, with Lieutenant Keane, were wounded (the 
former aererely, by a ahell which burat between his legs) ; 

• Thia officer ilieii m Woolwich, Api-il 3, 1863, nftor two da-jt' 
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one corporal and ten gunners were killed ; five sergeants,* 
and forty -seven rank and file wounded. On the Tth 
another explosion took place in No. 9 hattery, when 
Captain M. C. Dixon was again on duty. When the 
embrasure in the sand-bag battery caught fire. Gunner 
John Powell leaped into it, and extinguished the flame 
under a heavy me. He was rewarded with the French 
medal. At half- past six on. the evening of the 7th the 
advanced works of the enemy, known as the Mamelon 
and Quarries, were assaulted and carried, the former bv 
the French and the latter by the English troops. Botn 
works were turned against their former masters by day- 
light on the morning of the 8th, and in the arming of the 
Quarries no one was more conspicuous than Sergeant 
Fitzsimons, E..A., a non-commissioned officer who had 
been noticed on the previous evening for the manner in 
which he directed the fire of the 8-gun battery, while 
covering the French columns attacking the Mamelon. 
Gunner Thomas Arthur also distinguished himself dormg 
the attack on the Quarries, by carrying barrels of ammn- 
nition across the open to the 7th Fusileers. This he did 
of his own accord several times. 

The cannonade subsided with the capture of ilie 
Mamelon and Quarries, and trenches were poshed out 
from these works towards the Malakofi* and JEledan. A 

* One of these sergeants was Daniel Dowling, of Wodeboase's 
battery, who served with the siege train as a volunteer. He wM 
noticed for his gallantry on two occasions, and at the conclosioo of 
the war he received the Sardinian medal, and was appointed to the 
Military Train as adjutant. He left that corps in 1859, and soon 
after obtained an appointment in the Volunteers. On the cry whidi 
arose in 1860, *' Help fur Garibaldi," Dowling was one of the fint 
to offer his services. Arriving in Sicily, he was appointed to the 
command of a battery, and on the arrivsd of the British volonteen 
in Italy, he selected a body of forty men with the view of fomuBg 
them into a small and independent artillery force. The aenieci 
of this body will be remembered by all who are acquainted witk 
Garibaldi's campaign in Naples, and its members will be regarded 
by their countrymen as they were by the liberator of Italy— tke 
redemption of the British Legion. Dowling is now a colonel in the 
Italian army, and is the only one of Garibaldi'svolunteen, bong i 
foreigner, who was gazetted into the army. ** His noble, gnlliit* 
and soldierlike behaviour throughout the campaign of the t«* 
Sicilies defies argument, while it hajs procured for him the utaw 
of Garibaldi, the admiration of Victor Emmanuel, and thegratitDde 
of every man who takes pride in the high estimation by (oreigneo 
of the name of a Britvah aoVOikt." — U. S. Sfogoziney 1860. 
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mortar battery was also constructed nearer the enemy'a 
works, and as aooa as the new works were properly armed 
the bombardment reeoounenoed. 

On the 17th June the fourth bombardmeDt began, and 
for three hours the fire was warmly returned, and then 
the Eussian batteries grow almoat silent. In the evening 
ordera were iaaned for the assault to take place on the 
following morning, but without a previous cannonade. 
This was greatly regretted by the artillcTy officers, who 
were very confident of rendering tlie Euaaian batteries 
nearly harmless in a. fire of three hours. 

Lord Baglan was at his poet ut tvro o'clock on the 
morning of the IStb June, a day of glorious memory to 
him, bnt which doubtless he hoped would be obhterated 
by tjie result of the coming attack. The point he had 
selected, though it commaciaed an excellent view of both 
the Malakoff and tbe Sedan, was certainly not one of 
security, for besides tbe wounds received by General 
Jones and other officers attaohod tJ) his lordship, tlie 
if^Dnner atationed there for the purpoBO of disoharging the 
sienal- rocket had his head smashed by grape-shot. 

The signal being given about half-past three a.u., the 
British column advanced to the assault of the Kedaa. 
Twenty men (volunteers) of the Boyal Artillery, under 
Captain W. J. WiUiams and Lienteaant Ward, accom- 
panied the assaulting column for the purpose of spiking the 
guns, or, if opportunity offered, of turning them round on 
tiie enemy. Of this party eleven were killed or wounded, 
Captain Williams being among the latter. Among 
the moat distinguished of this party who survived were 
Corporal James Erowne, Bombardiers John Hagan and 
Samuel Ewing (lost a leg), Gunners Michael O'Donohne, 
E. O'Brien, W. Glass (wounded), and Thomas Arthur 
(wounded). The latter was the man who dialinguishcd 
himself during the attack on the Quarries. He waa after- 
wards decorated with the Sardinian medal and the Victoria 
cross. Gunner Glass was wounded when about half way 
between the Eedan and our advanced trenches. He was 
completely disabled, having been wounded ifa three places. 
Gunner M'Ardle crept out of the trendies on his hands 
and knees, and managing to get Glass on his back, re- 
turned with him t« the trenches. 

The attack was met by the Eussiana in a determined 
and successful manner, the allies being repulsed and com'- 
pelled to retire, sufferins great loss. 

As our troops were retiring, Colonel D\ii\w<)Tv o^ero.«&.«30. 
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the Eussians from the 21-gtLii battery, and swept them 
away in numbers as they crowded out to fire on our 
broken columns. 

Though the besiegers had been repulsed, they were 
still resolute and determined to oyercome every ob- 
stacle. 

" The work of glory still went on 
In preparations for a cannonade 
As terrible as that of Ilion, 
If Homer had found mortars ready-made ; 
Bat now, instead of slaying Priam's son, 
We only can bat talk of escalade, 
Bombs, drums, guns, bastions, batteries, bayonets, bullets." 

Btbov. 

On the 6th July Captain Alexander Gordon, ILA. was 
killed in an advanced battery. This officer went out from 
England in charge of troop horses, and after his arrival in 
the Crimea asked permission to remain for a short time to 
do duty in the batteries. His request was acceded to; 
but his services being required at Woolwich, he was about 
to return in a few days. He was wounded on the 6th June, 
but his ardour for the service was only increased, and he 
returned to duty as soon as he was able, which was on the 
5th July. As he was leaving the battery on the evening of 
the 6th, he observed a large shell coming towards the spot 
where he and some of his men were, and at once gave the 
word to seek shelter. He himself appears to have felt a 
momentary hesitation as to the side of the traverse on 
which the missile was falling, and while looking up, the 
shell struck the side of his head, and he was killed instan- 
taneously. The shell lodged near him and burst. 5o 
one else was injured, the men having thrown themselres 
under cover immediately the word was passed. 

On the 17th August, as soon as day broke, the English 
and French opened their batteries for the fifth bomrard- 
ment with a sweeping fire upon the whole range of the 
enemy's works. 

It was returned almost as briskly from the Bossian 
batteries, and the deaths in the trenches were terrible. 
Nevertheless our men worked with unwearied assidaity, 
each day getting nearer the defences of their antago- 
nists. 

On the 17th Au^st the conduct of Bombardier John 
Trotter, 11. A., in clearing away the earth from an embra- 

>re which had been laid in ruins by the enemy's fiie 

Qi^if all the while expo%e^ \.o «k %\iQwer of buUeti> ti 
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well as the fire from the guns), wae notioed and recorded 
by his commaDding olScer. 

Captain Oldtield, than whom no man worked harder or 
toot more interest in t)ie treuchwork, after being daily 
and closel; passed b; death for ten months, was on thia 
day struck on the head by a fragment of a shell at a bat- 
tery of the left attack, and, to the great loss of the service 
und the rej^ret of many friends, never apoke more. On 
the same day Major Henry, K.A. lost his rig-ht arm. 

During the remaining few weeks of the bombardment 
the casuBltiea in the Koyal Artillery were unusually severe. 
On the 19th August Lieutenant Scott was wounded, on 
the 20th Captain P. Diokson (an officer who served in the 
batteries during the whole period of the siege), on the 
21tb Lieutenant de ~Wint«n, and on the 26th Captain 
Arbnthnot. The latter, " one of the best artillery otheera 
in the Crimes, and one of the coolest men under fire it is 
possible to conceive," was wounded by a rifle-bullet which 
passed through the fleshy part of both his thighs. This 
was the second time he was struck by the enemy. 

Although there were daily cannonadtnga betwixt the 
besiegers and the besieged during the closing days of 
August and the beginning of September, yet the fire was 
not anything like brisk until the 6th, when it assumed a 
formidable aspect. 

Hew batteries were opened, and a fire poured upon tho 
devoted city snob as had never before shaken the earth. 
The British alone had in operation 111 guns of heavy 
calibre, besides ninety-seven mortars and two Lancasters. 
Our artillery practice was perfect. Every shell and bomb 
appeared to tell e^tactly where they were intended, and in 
the evenin;;;, as if to encourage the besiegers in their work 
of destruction, the flamo from a line -of- battle ship in the 
harbour, which had been set on fire by our artillery, illu- 
roinated the whole of the Euseian works, and showed the 
terrible effect of our fire. 

Captain Snow, K.A. was killed during the day, and 
among the other casualties may be mentioned the death 
of Sergeant Morian. The circumstances connected with 
the fate of this most excellent non-commissioned officer 
are best given in the words of Mr. Conolly in his " His- 
tory of the Sappers and Miners." "Two old acquaint- 
ances, who had not met for years, chanced in the early 
night, as the darkness nas felling, to recognise each other 
in the Quarries. Each grasped the other's Wad, TOi4"''"wiv 
engaged in the animated greeting, -wiV^i 'Cos. ■• ^""^ 
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welcome on their lips, a roimd-sliot struck off both their 
heads ! The friends were Sergeants Wilson of the Sappers 
and Morian* of the Artillery." 

The Russians during tms bombardment; replied but 
feebly. On the afternoon of the 7th another yessel was 
set on fire, and burnt all night. This was the eve of the 
assault, the orders for which, detailing the diviaioiia of 
attack, were issued in the afternoon, and the hour fixed 
for noon. Accordingly, after what GrortsohakofiT most justly 
styled 9k feu d'enfer, which lasted up till twelve o'clock on 
the 8th, the columns advanced to the assault. In a few 
minutes the French were in the Malakoff, working vigor- 
ously to establish themselves securely in that fort — ^the 
key of Sebastopol. Major H. F. Strange, BjL, who was 
in command of the batteries in the Quarries, perceived 
masses of the enemy pushing forward to repulse the 
French through some streets of the Karabelina suburbs, 
which were enfiladed by only two of the guns of No. 17 
battery, where he was commanding. Promptly cutting 
away with his artillerymen the left faces of the five other 
embrasures, he brought the guns to bear in the same 
direction as the other two (though it threw them off their 
platforms), and was enabled to direct a crushing ^re of 
round-shot and shrapnel on the Russian reserve coming 
up in support. The Russians came on to the open 
ground, but the shot and shell told on them fearfully, 
and arms and legs fiew into the air; they retired, but 
again attempting to run this terrible gauntlet, they were 
driven back a second time. This energetic service, per- 
formed by Major Strange at so critical a moment, was 
most valuable. 

The signal was now given for the British to advance 
against the Redan ; twenty artillerymen, under Captain 
Davis, taking part In the assault. The infantry attack not 
meeting with success, however, the services of this party 
were not called for. They remained at the head of the 
advanced sap, under a murderous fire, until the troopi 
retired from the Redan, and suffered heavy loss. They 
did not remain idle, however, but inspired by the examine 
of their captain (who was decorated with the Victoris 
cross for his bravery and humanity on the occasion)) 
rendered great service in assisting the wounded, at the 
peril of their own lives. Among those who rendered 
themselves conspicuous on this occasion were Sergeant 

* BrroneouBly Bpe\tM.omBoii\ii"i!lt. VioiwiVl^j'^work. 
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William Armstrong,* Corporal James Hamilton,"!- Bom- 
bardiers John Bower f and Daniel Cambridge^ Gunners 
Eobert Botlield. John M'Ardln, Charles Henderson, 
and Edward O'Brien. There had been two brass fleld- 
gnns in the Redan when our men entered, and these the 
fiuBsiaas, immediately after the repulse, placed in 
embrasnreB, where their green wheels were plainly 
risible, and began firing on our trenches and on tlie 
IVench on the slope before the Malakoff. Two or three 
of. our guns were directed on them, and struck and 
silenced both. 

Captain WilliamB, E.A., the officer who commanded 
the spiking party during the assault of the 18th June, 
serred on this occnaion as aide-de-camp to General Strau- 
benzie ; his gallantry in the Sedan was teetiiled to both 
by the general and Colonel Windbara- 

The daughter of an artillery ofBeer|| was during this 
terrible assault anxiously watching from the right pioquet- 
house the return of lier husband, Colonel Handcock, Aiih, 
whose bleeding corpse was soon conveyed to the rear ; 
while at the same time the son of another gallant officer 
of the artillery, If struck through the body, had moved 
himself into a cave to die. Major Fyers of the Bi&es, an 
ofGoer who led his regiment to the assault in a moat 
praiseworthy manner, was also the eon of a distinguished 
artilleryman — the late Major-General Fyers, C-B. 

The casualtieu among the artillery in the batteries were 
very numerous. At one gun (No. 2 of the five-gun 
battery) a sergeant was wounded, when his place was 
taken by Mr. Hayter, an oflicer of the Commissary 

* Wounded in the bead- Reoeived a, commission in tlie Uilitar; 
Traia. 

"h Rsoeived tha Froncli war-medal for oarrjing a wounded officer 
of the SrdBDtis from tha ditch of the Kedaa to the sdyanced trenoK. 

i lUceived the French medal QrsBtly eserted Mmself in bringing 
in wounded men uulil wounded himself. 

S Beceived the Sardiaiita medal and tiie Victoiin cross. He 
was oeverel; wonnded when odvimciiig to the assault, but refused 
to go to the Fear. Laiter ia the day he asaiated in removing the 
wonnded from the most eirposed places, amid showers of shot and 
IjoUeVs, nntil he was comiilctel; disabled, being wounded u second 

II Colonel H. Williams, who died at Barbadoea, Novflmber 10, 
1352. 

H Major-GanBiul Djnelj. The son alwve referred to was Lieu- 
tenant Doaglss Djnelj.adjnlJint 23rd ^TOilieia. 
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Department, who began his career as a drummer in the 
E/Ojal Artillery, and had served many years in the corps. 
He had not been long at the gan before he was struck oy 
a shell which broke both his legs and one of his arms, and 
he died the same evening. Gunners W. Smitii and 
J. Cockshoot were severely wounded while serving at the 
same gun, — the former by a rifle-bullet, and the latter by 
grape-shot. Lieutenants Champion and Tyler were 
wounded ; but the greatest loss sustained by the corps <m 
this eventful day was that of Captain Fitzroy, who was 
killed by one of the last rifle-shots fired. 

He was the son of Sir Charles Fitzroy, and nephew of 
the Duke of Eichmond, and his gallantry had been borne 
testimony to on several occasions. 

In a letter from Sir R. Dacres it is stated : — 

** On the opening of the bombardment (17th Augost), 
when Captain Oldfield was killed in an advanced battery, 
he volunteered his services ; and his bravery was the 
theme of admiration of all who saw him." In another 
from Captain ICeppel to his father — '* There was no man 
in the British army to surpass him in gallantry and oool- 
ness under fire. The last aay of the bombardment, when 
one of his gunners hesitated about clearing the embrasure 
of earth that had shaken down, he shamed the man by 
seizing the shovel and jumping outside to perform that 
dangerous service." 

During the day Captain Fitzroy himself laid nearly all 
the guns in the battery where he was commanding, and 
with most signal eflect. As he was leaving the battery, 
about six in the evening, he was struck in the spine br a 
rifle-bullet. He did not die immediately, however, bat 
lingered in great agony till a little after midnight on the 
10th. Firing ceased at dusk on .the 8th, and a few hoars 
afterwards it was discovered that the work of the British 
artillery was accomplished. 

Gortschakofi*, seeing he could no longer withstand the 
tremendous fire the allies had for three days poured into 
Sebastopol, and which they were prepared to continue, 
withdrew his troops across the harbour to the forts on the 
north side, sunk his ships, and blew up his forts ; and thai, 
after a siege of nearly twelve months, the soldiers of 
England and France took possession of what the Hussiso 
general truly termed " a ViecLip oC bloodstained ruins." 

The on]y other event o£ aii^*\xsiv^x\.witt^ 'Ya.^^MkRS^the 
siege train was concerned, waat\i€> %x^^\.ex.^Qiiv«i.^\ia^ 
took place on the IStVill^o^emAaet. ^ > . xx.^ 

'^iie great magazine in l\ie ^xencV ^wV\^^m^>.V«« 
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up, the fire quickly communicated to the stores of our 
Biefie train, whiuh were parked around a windmill near 
Inkerman, in wliicli were depoaited eighty tons of gun- 
powder. Shots, cBrcaBses, rockets, and shells, with their 
myriad splinters, fell in a terrible shower, breaking up 
tents, burning huts and siege materials, and striking 
down men at a oonalderable distance from the scene. 
The only olficer killed was Deputy Assistant Commiaaary 
G. Tellon, whoso body was so charred that his identity 
was only established by a ring which remained on one of 
hia hands. Some brass spurs, which it was remembered 
he had been wearing, were found near his corpse. He 
Lad been a most respectable non-commissioned otBcer in 
the Artillery, and was promoted in 1854 to the position 
he held at the time of his death. 

Iiieutenaut Dawson, K.A. and a sergeant of the Iii£e 
Brigade were carrying away a box containing combustibles, 
when a shell fell and burst near them. The sergeant was 
killed ; Lieutenant Dawson escaped with the loss of his 
left fool. Lieutenant iioberts whs severely burned and 
received other slight injuries. 

la the meantimo the powder mill was the poiot on 
which all eyes were riveted. Between two fires, and with 
flaming combustibles falling all around, it seemed won- 
derful that the powder was not ignited. As quick as 
thought, however, several brave fellows, headed by Major 
Grant, R.A., ascended the mill, and, with wet blankets 
handed to them from below, covered the roof so completely 
that any rockets or sparks which afterwards fell upon it 
were perfectly harmless. One of the foremost to ascend 
tha mill was Bombardier Angna Sutherland, E.A., who 
waa decorated with the French medal for hia brave conduct 
on this occasion. 

One company of the Eoyal Artilllery. under Captain 
Johnson, accompanied the expedition to Kinburn, but was 
not actively employed. 

Before closing this chapter it must bo observed that 
several officers of the Eoyal Artillery were, during the 
siege of Sebastopol, employed in various situations, not 
the least important of which waa the office of that valuable 
agent — the employment of which in the field was suggested 
by an artillery officer, Major-General Wylde* — the electric 
telegraph. 

■ Hajor^ Geuerai IV'ylde served iii HoWiuid "m \&^W^, i 
wards went vitb the army iulo Frirnce. In t^tr^V ^'^^ 
needed Lord milium Eusaell aa mililarj comnii»s"i>^*^ «*• - 
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The submarine department of the telegraph was under 
the control of Major Biddulph, E.A., assisted by Lieu- 
tenant Holdsworth. 

The office on the opposite side of the Black Sea, at 
Yama, was under Captain Oldershaw, who was assisted 
by some intelligent sergeants* of the corps. 

Lieutenant, afterwards Captain Fenn, B.A., serred as 
assistant engineer .during the siege of Sebastopol, and 
acquitted himself most honourably in performing all the 
toilsome and hazardous duties connected with the Engineer 
Department. 

Lieut.-Colonel C. Morrisf was attached to the staff of 
General Bosquet, of the French army, during the greater 
part of 1855, and assisted at the carrying of the lines of 
the Tchemaya, the assault and capture of the Mamelon 
and of the Malakoff. He was especially named by the 
French general in the official despatches. 

Nothing more remains to be said of the siege train in 
the Crimea. That they performed their duties in a manner 
which could not be surpassed, was borne testimony to, not 
only by our generals and the officers of the French army, 
but also by the Eussians, who declared that nothing bat 
the artillery compelled them to quit Sebastopol. 

quarters of Don Pedro's army in Portngal, and continued with 
them until the convention of Evara Monte ; and subseqnently, from 
November, 1834, to 1840, at the head-quarters of the Spanish 
army, and in all the general actions during that period, indodiog 
the raising of the siege of Bilboa, for whioh he received the thanki 
of the Spanish Cortes. During the civil war in Portugal, in 1840, 
he was sent as British commissioner, and signed the conventioii of 
Oporto. 

* These non-commissioned officers were afterwards discharged, 
and are now employed on the Indian telegraph, at Mosul, in Asi* 
Minor. 

+ The present commander of the Volunteer Artillery. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
man not cunqnercd, but bj fate." 

DEFENCE OF KAB3. 



Ddeino the progress of the struggle in the Crimea two 
officers of the Eojal Artillery were earning for them- 
selvpB imperiahable fame bj nobly upholding the honour 
of their country under the most disadTantageouH circum- 
stances. Their names are now as " familiar as household 
■words" in all places where bravery and endurance are 
looked upon as virtues. Williams of Ears, and his gallant 
aide-de-camp Teeadale, hare, by their conduct in Asia, 
gained not only all the honoura a grateful queen and 
country could bestow, but the admiration of all Europe ; 
they were also eBpecially honoured by those a^'ainst whom 
they fought, and treated by them more as conquerors 
than captivea while in their country. 

William Fenwick Williams, in 1840, then a captain, 
was sent on a special mission to Turkey, where he re- 
mained three years ; and the knowledge of the country 
acquired by him during that period led to his being sent 
to the conference at Erzeroum in 1847, and to his appoint- 
ment aa commissioner of the settlement of the Torco- 
Peraian boundary, in June, 1818. 

In August, 1854, he was appointed Her Majoshf's com- 
miasioner to the Turkish army in Asia. On hia first visit 
to Ears, on the 24tb September, 1854, he found a noble 
army almost mined by the villany of its officers, and, 
insleadof satisfying himself by makmg a report of the case. 
he at once set to work, called these robbera to account, told 
them of their villony, personally inspected the habitations 
of the mcu and the hospitals, and examined their food. 
These fine soldiers had been plundered of their pay, their 
olothing, and even their food, by the mushirs, pashas, and 
beys, and consequently they looked upon Williams as 
their deliverer; the guilty officers meanwhile crouching 
before him, and submitting to aUliia ^ct3.\.\Qa&. \ab:^\xi^ , 
Teesdale to establieh what diacitUne ani ot&KtVft «p^^ J 
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Williams returned to his quarters at Erzeroum, and wrote 
innumerable despatches and demands for pay and clothing 
for the Turkish troops, both to Constantinople and to 
London, which, it is too well known, were unattended to. 

Information having been received that the Rossiaiifl, 
between 30,000 and 40,000 strong, were advancing upon 
ICars, Colonel Williams at once determined to go to the 
assistance of the British officers (Colonel Lake, of the 
Bengal Engineers, and Captain Thompson, of the Line) 
who had been for some months engaged in the oonstme- 
tion of earthworks round that city ; for he waa convinced 
that these gallant officers could not depend upon any 
support from the Turkish commanders, though every 
dependence might be placed on the soldiery. 

He arrived at Kars on the 7th June, 1855, that fortress 
then containing 1^,000 men, three months' provisions, and 
very little ammunition. 

On the 12th Teesdale reconnoitred the Bussian anny, 
which as yet had given no symptoms of an attack. The 
feast of the Bairam, when the Turks give themselves en- 
tirely up to pleasure and idleness, is held on the 16th June ; 
and the British officers, who expected an attack would be 
made on that day, with great difficulty persuaded the 
Mushir to postpone the festival. 

At the time when they are supposed to have completely 
given themselves up to enjoyment — ^9 a.m. — eveni* man is 
at his post, and, as foreseen by our officers, tlie Russians 
are advancing in great force. 

No doubt they thought that, what with the Bairam and 
fear, the Turks would bolt, but they found their error ; for 
when their cavalry advanced to within a thousand yards, 
the guns opened and showed them that Slars could not be 
taken by a coup de main. As soon as they found the shot 
told upon them they rapidly retired out of fire, and the 
whole army disappeared in the same order in which it 
advanced. 

A few days after this the garrison of Slars .was com- 
pletely invested by the Hussian army under Grenenl 
Mouravieff. Nothing daunted, however, the brave troopSi 
encouraged by the British officers, set vigorously to worki 
strengthening the defences, and preparing to receive sa 
attack. Cavalry skirmishes, feints, &c. were of daOy 
occurrence, but no regular attack was made, and the gsr- 
rison was wearied with continual watchings. 

At last, on the 29th Sent ember, the Kussiana made • 
desperate attack, the wliove d«k^ \)^\Tis^ ^^e)Qn.\{ied in the 
conteat. 
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This tremendous atrnggle, in which t!ie ability of 
WillianiB, the gallantry of Teesdale, and the worth of tlie 
other Eoglieh offleera were conspicuous, ended in the total 
defeat of the enemy. 

The numerous batteries planned by and erected under 
the saperintendence of General WilltamB and Colonel 
Lake completely baffled the enemy. No sooner had they 
taken a position than ^ns opened on them from another 
fort, compelling immediate evacuation. The moremeats 
of the Eusaiana were also so closely watched by General 
"Williams, that lie always had bodies of infantry marched 
up ready to meet and repel an attack. 

In the story of the aiege by Dr. Sandwith, it atatos ; — 
" Under him (Williams) each British officer felt it a pride 
and a pleasure to serve, while his peculiar knowledge and. 
large eiperience of the Turkish character enabled him to 
detect and irustrate intrigues, to check peculation, and lo 
stimulate Asiatic apathy ; his many noble qualities en- 
deared him to the soldiery, and made the people hia 
enthusiastic partisans. No one can deny that he was truly 
' the right man in the right place.' " 

Teeadale displayed extraordinary activity and, notwith- 
standing his extreme youth, great wisdom and skill. One 
might apply to this intrepid and clever young warrior the 
words of the great dramatist: — 



Mora active 








To grace tlii 


s latter age with noble deeds. 



During the battle of the 29th September he played a 
most conspicuous part. The hardest fighting took place 
where he commanded — at the Tachmasb and Yuksek 
Tabias, — and nobly did he encourage the Turks in the 
performance of their duty. The enemy being close upon, 
the Tachmaab Tabia, Teesdalo worked the gun himself, 
and having checked their advance, svcord in hand he led 
the Moslem infantry forward to the charge, the Eussiana 
retiring in a precipitate manner. 

They again advanced, however; and here Teesdale 
showed that, like a true Christian warrior, bo waa mer- 
ciful, and risked his own life to save an enemy. 

Seeing a. Eusaian officer desperately wounded lying out- 
aide the battery, notwithstanding the advance of the 
enemy on one side, and the Turks impatient for the 
charge and thirsting for the blooii of ever^- E.viwfta.'Q. ssft. 
the other, Teesdale leaped boldly ou.t,\jioM%\xt'v ' -'-■ 
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less adversary, and placed him in safety ; he again led the 
Turks to the charge, and drove the advancing foe before 
him. For this g^ant action Teesdale received the Vic- 
toria cross. 

After this victory Williams was almost worshipped by 
the Turks. They kissed the batteries, and said the Meer 
Ali Bey (Colonel) was very wise when he made them 
work; thinking they would now be relieved from the 
presence of the Bussian army. 

Colonel Williams made preparations to go to ErzerouD, 
in the hope of ascertaining why reinforcements, or at 
least provisions, had not been sent to Xars, and with the 
intention of using every means in his power to have the 
necessary supplies forwarded to that garrison. The 
E.ussians, however, though they had retired, had no inten- 
tion of retreating ; for me defenders of Kars soon dis- 
covered that they were more closely blockaded than ever, 
nearly every post and every messenger falling into the 
enemy's hands. The Eussian general, however, with the 
kindness which particularized him throughout the cam- 
paigD, forwardea all private letters to the British officers 
m Ears.* 

It was the beginning of November, and the cholera 
(which had broken out among the Turks) had disappeared. 
So far the news was cheering. On the other hand, winter 
had set in, heavy falls of snow were hourly expected, and 
the garrison of Sars, reduced to very little more than 1000 
fighting men, were almost destitute of provisions, clothing, 
ammunition, and everything necessary for the prolongation 
of the defence. Cavalry there was none ; the horses had 
nearly all died from want, and the few remaining were 
kept for the purpose of supplying the hospitals with nuat 

Notwithstanding, there were brave hearts in Slars. 

Having heard that Omar Pasha was advancing to their 
assistance, they were determined to hold out to the last 
and submitted cheerfully to all manner of privations, in 
the hope of terminating the campaign gloriously. 

It was fated, however, to be otherwise. In such a state 
of physical prostration were the troops, that they wew 
unable to stand at the guns. In General Williams's last 
despntch, dated 19th November, he says : — " No animal 
fooa for seven weeks. I kill horses secretly in my stable, 
and send the meat to the hospital, which is very crowded." 

* On October 29, General Mouravieff forwarded, with a polite note, 
Captain Thompson's medal iot Wv% Y»wrKi«&^ -ww, which had beet 
Bent out by the mother of thai ^yxWwiX. MA\M&Aii\^^JSttM(, 
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On the 34th. an Eneliah olficer gave 26s. for a rat, and 
three days later na iewer than 230 men died of Btarvation. 
The ^omen crowded round the house occupied by 
WiUiamB with their starving cliildren crying for food, and 
throwing down, their little ones at hia gate, would not depart 
but with food. Himself, whom it had been their dehght 
ta ealute and recogniae as he passed, they no lon^jer 
noticed kindly, bnt Jiuiried by with an ominous half- 
averted scowl; the same look was perceived in the soldiers; 
and how this must have lacerated a breast irhich always 
overflowed with tenderness towards suffering humanity ! 
Whatever courage may have suggested, humanity had 
hicher claims, especially on men who had proved that they 
did not lack courage. A few days more and the troops 
would have been too weak and prostrate, had the enemy 
again assailed the intrencbments, to have either defended 
them with sueeess or to have retreated in safety, Kothine 
was left hut to capitulate on the most honourable and 
advantageous terms, which might be granted by an enemy 
who so well knew their prowess that it was hoped he 
would respect their miafortunes. 

A council of war having assembled, one and all declared 
that it was impossible to prolong the resistance, and that 
the men were too much exhausted to make a successful 
retreat. Major Tcesdalewas despatched, after the break- 
ing up of the assembly, with a flag of truce to the Eussian 
camp, to request an interview with General Mouravieff 
for the next day, and did not return until after nightfall. 
General Williams, having drawn up nine articlea relative 
to the capitulation of Ears, on the 25th November he 
i^ode over into the Eussian camp to treat with General 
Mouravieff. He at first seemed determined not to comply 
with articles 4, 5, and G, which stipulated that a number of 
Hungarian andothcr officers, the militia, bashi-bazouka,&c. . 
and the non-combatants (medical ofBoera, &c.), should be 
allowed to return to their homes. "If you grant not 
these," esclaimed the general (WiUiama), "every gun 
shall be hurst, every standard burnt, every trophy de- 
stroyed, and you may then work your will on a famished 
crowd." "I have no wish," answered Mouravieff, "to 
wreak an unworthy vengeance on a gallant and long-suf- 
fering army which has covered itself with glory ind only 
f'iclds to famine. Look here," he exclaimed, pointing to a 
ump of bread and a handful of roots, "what splendid 
troops must these be who can stand to their arms in (hia 
severe chmate on food'such a^i thiat GenetaV'S^'fiCvft.'mfc, , 
you have made yourself a name in 'Viiatovj , aiAv^*Afi^^ I 
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will stand amazed at the endurance, the courage, and the 
discipline which this siege has caDed forth in the remains 
of an army. Let us arrange a capitulation that will «ati8fy 
the demands of war without outraging humanity." 

On the 28th November the Turks laid down their arms. 
So weak were they that they were four hours in reaching 
the Bussian camp. Here they were received in a manner 
unprecedented in history. Being marched into the camp, 
they were regaled with bread and soup which had been 
prepared for them. Some of the famished creatures ate 
80 voraciously that even this simple fare was fatal to them, 
and they died of repletion in a few hours. The English 
officers were entertained by General Mouravieff at his 
own quarters in the most sumptuous style; and for 
the three days they remained in the camp they were 
treated with the greatest kindness and consideration by 
the whole of the Eussian officers. On the 30th they bade 
farewell to their old friends of the Turkish army, and 
also to their late enemies the Russians, and commenced 
their journey into Russia. In all their travels through 
this vast country they were most hospitably received and 
treated more as guests than prisoners, the emperor receiv- 
ing General WiUiams and Major Teesdale (who were in- 
troduced to him) in a most gracious manner. Arriving 
home, these distinguished officers were rewarded by their 
country in a most worthy manner, General Williams being 
created a baronet and appointed commandant of Woolwich 
garrison, and eventually commander-iU'Chief in Canada ; 
and Major Teesdale,* beside other honours, was attached 
to the household of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. 

* "La fortune de la guerre" was never more fully contraKted 
tban in the two sobs of Colonel Teesdale, R.A., of whom our hero 
was the youngest. His elder brother, Lieutenant H. Teesdale, uf 
the Royal Engineers, was severely wounded in his first engagement 
— the battle of the Alma — and being taken to Scutari, eventually 
died there of cholera. 
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CHAPTEB XTII. 

"The dle-idTitateges nhicfa oppress the tisde of Bmopeui ctma- 
trieB with China are well kaown, anil to remove them in behalf 
of our own was an object well wortliy the attentive wiwioiu of 
our QovenmieLt." — Akdbhsos, 1795. 



THB BOTAt AHTILLERT IN C 
laiSST, 1792 — WAR c 



In the year 1792, the empire of China having been for- 
mally recognised by the British Governmeut, an embaBsy, 
of which Earl Macartney was the head, was sent from 
England to the court of Pekin in the hope of effecting a 
treaty of commerce betweeD the two nations. 

Among the numerous presents sent to the Emperor of 
China by George IIL were several pieces of ordnance, and 
for the purpose of mounting tho guns and esplaioiug the 
nature and management of them to his Celestial Majesty, 
Lieutenant Henry W. Parish" and a detachment of 
twenty men of the Royal Artillery were seni with the 
embassy. 

They sailed from Portamouth on the 25tli September, 
1792, and arrived at Madeira, where Lord Macartney 
went on shore, on the 11th Outoher. Early in November 
the ships anchored ofi' the islands of Cape Verde. Here 
the artillerymen went on shore to wash and dry their 
linen ; whence they returned extremely scorched, and their 
legs covered with blotches from standing in the burning 
Bands. On the eth February, Vlffi, the island of Amster- 
dam was reached, and Sir George Staunton, with several 
other gentlemen, accompanied h; a partv of artillerymen 
properly armed, went on shore and made great destruc- 
tion among the natives of the place, such as seals, 
penguins, albatrosses, &b. Great quantities of fish were 
also caught here and salted for the Bervice cS 'Oos i^\ii. 

" PrarBBd whUe on paesage from IreVwid, ■Detnini.\iei,\Wb^- 
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Having arrived in China, the presents were examined and 
the guns uncased and mounted on the carriages. They con- 
sisted of six new brass field pieces, two mortars, and one wall 
piece, with a complete artillery apparatus.* The report 
of the state of the ordnance being made to the ambas- 
sador, he was pleased tq come and see the guns exercised, 
when several rounds were fired with '* great quickneM, 
activity, and exactness." On 28th August Lord Macartney 
received a message that the emperor desired him to pro- 
ceed to Tartary, where he wished to see him and receife 
his credentials. On the 17th September the embassy wai 
presented to the emperor, and the presents delivered. 
When Lieutenant Parish caused the field pieces to be 
exercised and fired in the presence of the Chinese man- 
darins, the latter afiected to think nothing of the evolu- 
tions performed by our artillerymen, saying " their own 
soldiers could do it just as well, and perhaps better." On 
the 20th it was notified by the imperial orders that the 
embassy was to quit Jehol the next day for Fekin. 
Shortly after they had quitted the city, an artilleryman 
named Jeremiah Keid, who had been suffering from an 
attack of bloody flux, died ; and the next morning his 
body was taken to the village of Quangchim, where Swas 
interred with military honours. 

On Tuesday, 8th October, a mandarin came with a 
letter from the emperor, expressly commanding the ambas- 
sador and all his retinue to quit Pekin the next day. The 
reason assigned for this conduct by the mandarin was, 
that his Imperial Majesty was said to be alarmed at the 
number of sick persons in the retinue of the embassy, and 
to apprehend the communication of a contagious disorder 
among his subjects. On the 10th they were embarked on 
board seven junks, which conveyed them to Canton ; the^ 
afterwards went to Macao, where, on the 8th March, 179i 
they embarked on board the fleet, and on the 17th sailed 
for England, arriving at Spithead on the 3rd September. 

For the next half century China was, if not to England, 
to the Eoyal Artillery at least, a sealed book ; unexpected 
circumstances then familiarized our soldiers with that po^ 
tion of the world, from whom, it is hoped, the Chinese 
have learnt a valuable and lasting lesson. Difficultiss 
having arisen with the Celestial Empire in 1841, two com- 
panies of the Eoyal Artillery, under Captains Grreenwoodf 

* These pieces of oTdixaTiee ^^tq taken by our annj in ^ 
sacking of the Summer YaVaceml^^Q. 

t Died at CbeWfeuiiaai, ^ife^XKniXw 'if^X^^Y, 
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and Enowiej, were aent to reinforce the artillery of the 
army deatined for aervice in Ctiina, which consisted of 
drails from the artillery of the Eaat India Company. 
The latter were veteranH inured to aervioe in EaBMrn 
climes; bntthemenof the Hoyal Artillery were for the moat 
part young, to whom tales of battle were as stories of the 
past, and who had for the first time trarelled to a country 
previously regarded sa one to be claased with those in the 
" Arabian Nights." I^otwithstauding these disadvantages, 
when called upon they nobly performed their duty. 

At Chuanpee, at Canton, and at Chic^-£.iang-Foo they 
rendered most important aervicea, and at the storming of 
the laat-named fortress the gallantry of Captain Kuowles 
was most conspicuous. The gate-house waa firmly de- 
fended by Tartar soldiers, and for three quarters of an 
hour the efForts of the British troops were of no avail. 
Enowlea armed himself with the musket of a dead soldier 
of the 55th regiment, and leadiug a charge nt the head of 
the 41flt Native Infantry, drove the enemy before them.- 

Towarda the end of 1842 the espcdilion reauhed Nankin, 
when the Chineae acceded to all tlie demands made on 
them by Great Britain. One of the articles of the treaty 
was the cession of the island of Hong-Eong to the Biitisb ; 
and among the troops detained for the occupation of this 
newly-acquired terntory waa Captain Knowles' company 
of the Koyal Artillery. The unhealthy state of this island 
and the consequent mortality among the British troops 
are matters well known and not eaaily to be forgotten. 
Knowles having reached the rank of lieut.-colonel, and 
having seen his company die one by one till reduced to 
a am^l detachment, himaelf fell a victim to the perni- 
cious eiTects of this climate on the 2nd November, 1843. 
Colonel Knonles was a man of superior talent aa well as 
of nnqueatiooable bravery, and among the services on 
which ^e was employed may he mentioned the mission to 
Turkey in 1836, when, asaisted by a sergeant of the regi- 
ment, ha had charge of the ordnance stores preaented to 
the sultan, Mahomed II. At his death the command of 
the artillery in China was assumed by Colonel Chesney, 
on whom was bestowed the rank of brigadier-general. 
Immediately on the arrival of this ollicer he ordered the 
commencement of operations to ameliorate the unhealthy 
Btute of the island, and gave instructions to drain the 
land and build hospitals on the north or more healthy side. 

Hong-Kong is now comparatively a healtti'^ %\ia>.\sm., 
and undoubtedly to General Chesnej in 4vie tiae creS^ ov 
baring bven the prime mover in. makiivg A bo ■, xJiiBMCi^ 
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drawing upon himself the gratitude of the country, and the 
hlessing of every soldier whose lot falls in that island. 

On the 1st April, 1847, Major-Greneral D'Agnilar, C.B., 
commanding the troops in the island of Hong-Kong, re- 
ceived a communication fromHer Majesty 'splenipotentiaiy 
in China, Sir John F. Davis, informing him that, in oonae- 
quence of the reported agg^rcssions of the Chinese npoa 
British subjects in the neighbourhood of Canton, and the 
unsatisfactory replies of the Imperial High Commissioner 
to his demands for redress, it was necessary to proTe to 
the Chinese that our forces in Hong-Kong were snfiioient 
to chastise aggression. Without waiting for reinforoementi 
from England or India, he at once, in conjunction with 
Captain M*Dougall, E.N., organized an expedition, whieh 
embarked at Victoria at midnight, and by nine o'clock in 
the morning of the 2nd the squadron arrived in the Boom 
Tigris. 

Colonel Brereton, C.B., Royal Horse Artillery, who 
Was second in command of^he exp edition, at onoepfo- 
ceeded to the forts on the islands of Wantong, accompanied 
by detachments of the 18th regiment, the Royal ^ppcn 
and Miners, and the Koyal Artillery. The latter was nndtf 
the command of Lieutenant Paterson.* The gates of 
the fort on the northern island were opened and poosesiiwi 
taken, the garrison making no resistance. Lieuteniat 
Paterson and the men of the Royal Artillery at onee pro- 
ceeded to spike the guns. Possession was taken of the 
fort on South Wantong in a similar manner, 259 gnni of 
great calibre having been effectually spiked, the msganim 
destroyed, and much powder thrown into the sea dmiof 
the day. 

By eleven o'clock on the morning of the 3rd the 
squadron arrived at a reach of the river on whieh ftoid 
four strong forts — Pachow, Wookongtap, Napier, oi 
Whampoa Creek. The attack on the first two wii 
entrusted to Colonel Brereton, and that on the tvo 
others was led by Major Aldridge, R.E. Entrance beiaf 
refused Colonel Brereton's force at Pachow, the gates 
were instantly blown open by the Royal Sappers ud 
Miners, the work occupied, and sixty-four guns eSeoH* • 
ally spiked by Lieutenant Paterson and the men of tht 
Royal Artillery, the ammunition being, as before, sO 
thrown into the sea. Fort Napier was entirely dissriBod. 
On approaching towards Forts Wookongtap and Whsn- | 
poa Creek, a well-directed fire of round-shot, ohainHihoti f 
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Eand grape waa opened by tliose batteries upon the 
Bteamera and boats ; and Major-General D'Aguilur said 
Site considered it due to Colonel Brcreton to atate, that 
nt for the intelligeDt manner in which that officer directed 
Kb crowded boats under bis comEoand to be steered upon 
toe salient angle of Fort Wookongtap, a very lieavy Iom 
must have inefitabl; enaued, as showera of grape, poured 
from guDH of targe calibre, fell thickly around the boata 
almost immediately after the colonel had caused this judi- 
cious movement to be made." A gunboat, mauned by 
the Boyal Artillery, threw shot and shell into Fort 
Whampoa Creek. 

Brereton'a force wa« landed, and formed for the attack 
on Fqrt Wookongtap, but the garrison escaped from the 
rear, and the cuds were at once spiked and the ammuni- 
tion destroyed. The expedition nest proceeded to the 
French Folly fort, which, with four other batteries, 
were disarmed ; and by six o'clock in the eveniog the 
troops had landed at the British factories, Canton, after 
having rendered unserviceable 879 pieces of ordnance 
and 160 rockets, besides having destroyed tons of ammu> 
nition. On the Sth, the demands of the British having 
been acceded to by the Ctiinese, the troops re.embarked, 
and arrived in Kong-Kong the arterooon of the following 
day, not one man having been killed or wounded during 
the operations. " Of Lieut.- Colonel Brereton," says 
D'Aguilar in his despatch, " I cannot speak too highly. 
Hi«ToQg experience, his distinguished military reputation, 
and his professional attainments and resources, have been 
apparent in every step throughout the expedition) and I 
cannot suUiciently express my ackaowJeagtnent for the 
scope he has given to all these valuable qualities, and for 
bis perfect and most cordial support. Lieutenant Fater- 
SOD, commanding the detachment of itoyal Artillery, 
afforded me every assistance." 

On the night of the 28th December, 1851, a fire broke 
out in the Chinese town known aa Skeong-Wan (Victoria, 
Hong-Kong), by which nearly 500 houses were destroyed. 
The Hoyal Artillery, under Colonel Tonikyns, were soon 
upon the spot, rendering every assistance in their power. 
A train was laid for the purpose of blowing up the 
JS^emesis Tavern, to prevent the flames from communi- 
cating with the Tapmgshan, and as it did not explode 
within the time expected, Colonel ll'onikyDS, Lieutenants 
Lugg and Wilson,* Bombardier Whitford, aud GDWi>ii 

fio;al EugineecB. 
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Mills of the Eoyal Artillery, re-entered the house to exi- 
mine the fuse, and the explosion took place before they 
could escape. Lugg was close to the gunpowder, and no 
remains of him except his sword were ever discoTered. 
Colonel Tomkyns, Lieutenant Wilson, and the men werq 
taken up alive and sensible, but the colonel died before 
daylight on the 29th. 

Having forgotten the lessons they had received in 1843 
and 1847, as well as the treaties into which they entered, 
the Chinese again commenced a series of aggressive acts 
against British subjects, the most remarkable of which 
was the seizure of the crew of the Arrow in 1856. They 
also attempted to destroy the English troops in Hong- 
ICong by supplying them with poisoned bread. Fortu- 
nately the plot was discovered, out not until many bad 
felt the ill effects of the poison, among whom was Colonel 
Dunlop, the commanding oflScer of the artillery, who was 
seriously ill for some days. The Government being de- 
termined to put down these aggressions, an expedition 
was organized in England, and in April, 1857, Co^el 
Crawford, with four companies of the Boyal ArtiDeiy 
under Captains Knox, Barstow, Longden, and Middleton, 
embarked at Woolwich for service in China. They 
arrived at Hong-Kong just at the time when India was in 
danger, and accordingly Colonel Crawford, with the two 
last-named companies, was immediately sent to Calcutta. 

The campaign in China was deferred for a time, and 
when it opened, in December, 1857, the artillery force 
consisted of three companies under Major Barstow, Cap- 
tains Rotton and Knox, the whole commanded by Coloniel 
Dunlop. The old working qualities of the Royal Artilleiy 
were not less conspicuous on approaching Canton than in 
any other corner of the " tJbique ** nearer home. They 
had but to look behind them, where Artillery l^land and 
Kuowles Point had received their names fifteen years be- 
fore, to be reminded that the reputation of the corps had 
travelled before them, and was to be sustained. 

The naval* bombardmentof Canton began on the morning 
of the 28th December, and during the day the artillery 
were landed and placed in position. 

The first piece to open hre was a 4|-inch howitser of 

* Captain Rotton and eighteen gunners of the Royal ArtiU*! 

served with the fleet during an attack on Canton, in Noreober, 

2856. An entrance was eSetle^i \i\\.q the city by blowing opea <^ 

of the gates, iu which opeiaWoia. C«b^\A\u"^\Xft\L MAtc^ur g;anafl> 

Were employed. 
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Knox's battery which had heen run forward in front of 
even the most advanced battery by Captain C. W. Elgee, 
lieutenant Kocbfort, and a zealous gun-detachmont. Two 
shells nere fired into the Lin fort with sood effect ; imme- 
diately after which the French, quite tired of long-ahots, 
ran forward at their pas gymnasiique, and in a most daz- 
Eling way swarmed over each other up the sides of the 
fort and into the embrasures ; the ChingBe, about thirty, 
acampering down the other side of the hill and into the 
city as the alllea advanced. The French had one or two 
wounded in this little affair; we were without a casualty, 
save adog. " Punch," who had followed the Eoyal Artil- 
lery from Hong-Kong, and was shot before the foremoat 
gun. As soon aa the fort was taken, the guns from the 
nearest part of the city wall cotnmeneed to play upon it, 
but without the slighteet damage. They were replied 1^ 
by Lieutenant Dillon with a howitzer of Enox's battery. 
Which was placed under the walls of the fort, exposed to 
the whole fire of the city. This useless cannonade was 
stopped, and attention turned towards maiijng the Lin 
fort habitable for the night, in the course of which, by 
some unknown means, a quantity of powder was ignited, 
and very nearly blew up Colonel Duulop and a number 
of artillery officers. The night paased over quietly. 



where the wait was higher and the parapet might require 
breachiQE(hisgunsbeing the heaviest of the field batteries), 
ftod Knoi's occupied LinFort. 

iBotton'a battery upset the parapet and cleared the wall 
for a space at the centre of attack ; this was done at point- 
blank range, with considerable accuracy, eliciting the 
praise of the French admiral Gerouilly. Two of Barstow'a 
gnns, under Lieutenants Hamilton and Carr, were posted 
within eighty yards of the wall, espoaed to the very 
thickest of the lire, strange to aay, these guns escaped 
without a casualty, although rockets dropped all about 
them, and a round-ahot upset a house so close to Carr's gun 
that some of the bricks fell among the detachment. The 
} gunners of the Boyal Artillery were employed as 

f>ahoDtera during the bombardment, which lasted till 
y nine o'clock, when the aasanhing parties advanced. 
Lieutenant Cane and Gunner M'Luggan accompanied the 
attacking force ; and when, on eapturios one of the forts, it 
wnadesivabie to turn the guns upon their late owners, these 
two artillerymen (aaaiated by a moUe^ ctWN <A V'iAotvS.t^- 
men, sailors, and Frenchmen) tumeitbe gant t:o>ki.*i.,^^. 
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came into action, but with little effect, from the bad 
quality of the Chinese powder. Some jolly tars attempted 
to compensate for this deficiency by ramming in as many 
Chinese cartridges (each about twenty inches long) ai 
the gun would hold, until the battery tottered again, and 
gave evident signs that the overloaaed gun was as great 
an enemy to it as any that had been employed against itr 
In the meantime orders had been sent to tne artillery to 
come into the city by the north-east and east gates, whidi 
had been opened. 

Barstow*s battery took post in Mud Fort, a clay redoubt 
over the north gate, commanding the adjacent country ta 
the north and west. Colonel Dunlop, with Botton'i 
battery, soon joined Barstow,* and in about an hour the 
last orthe enemy melted into the village beyond Canton, 
and the allies set about consolidating their position. 

The head* quarters of the artillery and Botton's batteiT 
took up their quarters under Magazine Hill; Barstowi 
battery was posted at the south-east angle, and £nox*i 
took up a position on the north-east wall, excepting a 
division under Lieutenant Bochfort which held Lin Fort 
The allies remained in the forts till the 4th January, whea 
the troops entered the city and captured the Ijoperial 
Commissioner, Yeh, who was the chief cause of the war. 
This functionary was shipped off to Calcutta, where he died 
in 1858. The troops occupied the city of Canton till the 
signing of the treaty of Tientsin, which was effected by 
the allied ambassadors under the protection of their naviei 
. on the 26th June, 1858. 

One of the clauses of the treaty of Tientsin was that 
France and England should each have an ambassador at 
Pekin. These gentlemen having been appointed, they 
proceeded, escorted by a number of gunboats, to be in- 
stalled in their respective offices in the Chinese capital, to 
reach which they must ascend the river Peiho. Tne rirer 
was barricaded, but it was resolved to force a passage. 
There were forts on either side of the river, howerer, 
against which the gunboats were of no avail, and they 
were obliged to retire, having suffered a heavy loss. 

This treachery was not to be unavenged. 

As soon as the news reached England, in the antumn of 

* A remarkably good shot was here made by one of Bantov^ 

S-poanders. A mandarin who bad been particalarly prominent ia 

encouraging the men waa observed coming boldly forward aid 

waving a £ig. The gun "waa amo^iox '^)^m^ voii tso^ him ia tv* 

At about 600 or 700 ^aida. 
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1859, an expedition was orgaoized on a grander scale than 
anj that had before viaited the Celestial Empire, which 
asBembled at Hong-Eong in April, 1860. The army, 
commanded by Sir Hope Grant, iacluded eight batteries 
of artillery, two of which were armed with the Arm- 
strong gun, B weapon that bad never yet been employed 
gainet an enemy. These batteries were commanded by 
ajor Barry and Captain Milward ; the other field bat- 
teries (6-pounderB and 9-pounders) under Captains Des- 
borough, Stirling, and Govan, were forwarded from India; 
while the heavy batteries under Captains Eotton, Penoy- 
cuik, and Bediugfield, were those stationed at Hong-£ong. 
The whole artillery force waa under Brigadier- General 
Crofton." 

On the 29tii May, Captain Govan'a battery was em- 
barked on board the ship Maldan for trunaport to the 
north. At pine o'clock at night a detachment of this 
battery, under Sergeant W. Tjindsay, having loaded a 
reSt Willi harness, men's kits, &c., was leaving the shore, 
when the raft sunk three feet in the water. Having 
pushed off, the raft began t« sink rapidly, when Sergeant 
Lindsay gallantly jumped over and seized the rope at the 
peril of his life, and with the water up to his throat, 
thereby saving a total wreck or loss of men. 

The detachment, with the raft, &c., were then got o& 
board the gunboats, where they remained all night. 

Sergeant Lindsay served in India with Colonel Mal- 
colm's force, and bis bravery in volunteering to blow up 
the gates of the fortress of Murgoond, which he suuceeded 
in doing without the loas of a single man, and to the satis- 
faction of all his officers, was recorded in the Bombay 
Gatelte. 

After a long and wearisome encampment at Talienwhan, 
the British army embarked on the 26th July, and set sail 
for the rendezvous, about twenty miles south of the Peiho. 
Being joined by the French, the troops landed at Peh.tang 
OD the 1st August, but three days passed before the whole 
of the artillery were landed. 

On the morning of the 3rd a reconnaissance was made 
by a portion of the allied troops, who, after they had been 
outforsome time, were joined by twogunsof Deaborough's 

* This officer served in Spain iluring the Chria^no and Carlist 
war in 1837-8, vhen be waa taken prisonur by the Carlista ; he 
made his escape, baneTer, and rejoined the army after traversing 
the country, unknown and nnfriended, for 300 mitea, Ke AwA. 
anddenly, wbile in command of tlia axtaUeni tXlKn^'us ^^^^i^^i 
1S63. 
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battery, which came up at a gallop. They had receiyed 
their orders but an hour before, and the horses had only 
been landed on the previous night. Nevertheless thev 
turned out as though they had been stabled in Woolwich 
Common instead of having passed the night in a muddy 
bivouac at Peh-tang, and tne easy way in which the guns 
were moved along the filthy causeway excited uuiTersal 
admiration. The reconnaissance was attended i^ith im- 
portant results, the nature of the ground and the state of 
the Tartar field force having been ascertained before the 
troops returned to Peh-tang. 

On the 7th Captain Govan, It. A. discovered a slow 
match lighted in a house occupied by the artillery, which 
match was connected with a large catty of powder. It 
was providentially found in time, for the effect of an 
explosion in the town, with the enormous mass of ammuni- 
tion collected in every quarter, would have been some- 
thing frightful. 

On the 12th Aufi^ust the army began its march. Mil- 
ward's and Barry's* Armstrong batteries being with the 
advance. After a long and tiresome march, during whidi 
the guns had to be dragged through a muddy country by 
men who had also to assist the horses in getting over tbie 
same ground, the troops arrived before Sinho, a place 
defended by about 5000 Tartar cavalry. The Armstrongs 
having been inspected and found (contrary to all expecta- 
tions after the rough usage they had haa)t quite perfect, 
were now ordered to open fire — for the first time upon an 
enemy. The first gun was fired at twenty minutes to 
eleven a.m., at a range of about 1200 yards. The first shot 
was bad, the elevation was too great, and the shell passed 
harmlessly over the enemy. It was the only failure. The 
second shell burst right in the midst of the largest group, 
and half-a-dozen saddles were instantly empty. " Three 

* Major Barry's battery suffered so much from sickness, that oa 
going into action the only officers were himself and Lieutenant 
Fhill potts ; and about one-third of the men were in hospitaL 

t ** Barry's and Mil ward's batteries were shipped in the Thames 
Arriving at Alexandria, they were unshipped and conveyed acnMi 
the desert by rail. Between Suez and China they were shipped 
and unshipped at Eowloon and Odin Bay, and were eTentaaOy 
landed at Peh-tang. They had undergone that process no fewer thaa 
eight times. Milward's battery was then dragged for miles ont 
ground all but impracticable for artillery, and yet not one fs> 
received the slightest damage. It may therefore be assumed tkit 
the AnoBtrong gun is not too deAicaXe l^i >}l(i^ x<)i\x:^bL osa^ of war.** 
—^Yz/ies, Nov. 3, 1860. 
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degrees !" shouted Captain Milward, aod tlie range yraa 
got by every gun. For upvFBrda of ten minutca the battetr 
made msi^ifii^ent practice. Not a shot failed, oot a abell 
that did not bnrstin the esact spot to which it was directed. 
The Tartars stood right manfully for ten minuter, when 
they found the place too hot for thera ; so, after aome 
wavering, they took the deaperate reaolution of attempt- 
ing to turn both Sanka of the English and aoget into theii 
rear. Stirling's battery was now brought into action, 
when, to the surprise of every one, a body of eighty or 
ninety Tartars rushed from their front to take his guns in 
flank. So unexpccled was this attack that Captain Stirling 
had barely time to Are two rounds of case, when they were 
within 100 yards of the guns. They were gallantly mot, 
however, and quickly dispersed by twenty-five of Fane's 
Horse, who were attached to Stirling's battery. Barry's 
(Annstrongs), Desborougb's, and Govan's balterieq now 
oominenced a tremendous fire against the adranced ia- 
trenchment. The enemy were soon driven from this 
on to their second line, from whence they were quickly 
dislodged, and retreating along the caiiseway to Tang-kow, 
they crossed the river, leaving the allies to take posses- 
Bion of Sinho. 

The nest few days were spent in getting up the heavy 
guns, &c., for the siege of the Takoo i'orta. On tha 
morning of the ISth a Chinese battery opened across the 
river Peiho upon our working parties, wherenpon two 
of Barry's Armstrongs, under Lieutenant Hosier, were 
brought to bear upon it. The guns were hardly tin* 
limbered when the Chinamen opened fire from five guns 
in good tine, but twenty feet too high. The first shot 
from the Armstrongs fell to the right and missed them i 
the second burst in their battery ; tiie third diamounted 
tk large gun, sending the carriage into the air in splinters ; 
the fourth plumped in among the fugitive gunners, who 
never fired another shot. 

Early on the morning of the 20th a party of offioers 
rode to the upper northern fort with a summons to sur- 
render. The C'hinesB refused, and began to throw some 
32-pound shot near our troops. Milward'a Armstrongs 
were at otice brought up, and in an hour silenced the 
enemy's guns at a distance of 2000 yards. Our artillery 
was placed in two lines for the aiege of the large fort. 
The centre battery, GOO yards from the fort, contained 
three 8'inch mortars, under Major Pennycuib- la ^W 
left front batfepy were two 8-inch liowitieta awi 'vno ^"(^ 
poanders vader Captain Bedmg&eld, In tew cS \Nisaft,*m^t 
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at abont twice the distaDce from the forf, were two of 
Govan's 24i-pounder howitzers, Milward's and Barry's 
Armstrongs, and an 8-inch gun under Major Itotton. 
Desborough's battery and the remainder of Govan's directed 
their fire as required. About five a.h. on the 20th the 
fire commenced from Milward's battery, and soon after 
six all the batteries were in full play. At half-past six a 
tremendous explosion took place in the forfc, followed ten 
minutes afterwards by another. The credit of having 
caused these explosions was hotly contended for among 
our batteries. It is more than lixely, however, that they 
were caused by shells from Sotton's gun or moveable 
mortar. The whole of the English artillery were now 

' pushed up to 500 yiurds from the gateway, and kept un an 
mcessant fire, under cover of which our skirmisnen 
advanced. Here Lieutenant Gye and several men were 
wounded. At eight a.m the Chinese guns were nearly 
silenced and the principal fort was assaulted, and in a 
short time Captain Bedingfield, with one of his offieen 
and a dozen men (volunteers), was preparing to enter it 
for the purpose of turning the guns round on the other 
forts. This, however, was unnecessary : they were all 
taken without any further bloodshed. Tientsin was now 
occupied by the allies ; and on the 9th September Lord 
Elgin started for Pekin, escorted, however (and, as it 
afterwards proved, most fortunately), by the greater part 
of the army. On the 13th Messrs. Parkes and Wade, 
the interpreters, advanced to Tungchow for the purpose of 
making some preliminary arrangements with the Chinese 
authorities respecting the advance of our army. It having 
been finally settled that the main body of the army was 
to encamp at Changkewan (a village about fifteen miles 
from Pekin) while Lord Elgin, escorted by 1000 men, 
proceeded to the capital, the troops advanced, and arriv- 
mg at Matow on the 17th, halted for the night, while Mr. 
Parkes, accompanied by a party of ofiBcers and civilians, 
among whom were Mr. Locn, Lord Elgin's private secre- 
tary, and Mr. Boulby, the special correspondent of the 
Times newspaper, went on to Tun^ohow to make the final 
arrangements respecting the campmg ground. 

Judge of the surprise of our army when, in the morning 
of the 18th, they advanced to take up their quarters ^ 
Changkewan, they found them occupied by a strong 
Chinese army in position, with a number of guns in earth- 
works thrown up during the night. At the same tima 
the party returned from Tun^cYiONT, ^si^'vot^^c^jBLlly sur* 

prised. Mr. Parkes at once xelxxiii^^Xft ^«'eqasAIi4i&^ 
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authoritiea at Tuagchow what tlie meaning of this might 
be; while Mr. Loch rode tliroagh into our ranka and 
reported the etate of afiaira, Mr. Soulb; and tlie olBi^ra 
and escort remaining among the Chinese. Mr. Loch 
BDDounced bis inteution of returning to meet Mr. Parkes ; 
and it waa ant;gested that it might be useful it' an officer 
of the quarter master-general 'a department were to go 
with him, as he might have an opportunity of obaerviDg 
tile enemy's position. This was said in the hearing of 
Captain Brabaaon of the artillery, who at once volunteered 
for the duty. Ever ready for aervice of this sort, and full 
of zeal in liia profession, poor fellow, he started, — alas! 
never to return. What became of him was never satis- 
factorily ascertained. It is generally helieved, however, 
that he waa beheaded by order of the mandarin who com- 
manded the Chinese during the engagement of the Sist, 
and who was severely wounded by a splinter from an 
Armstrong ahell, and that liis body was thrown into the 

Mr. Loch and Captain Brabazon had been gone some 
time when Colonel Walker and four men of the King's 
Dragoon Guarda, who had gone as escort to Mr. farkes, 
&o., were observed to be fighting their way through the 
enemy. Fortunately they all got in, though some were 
wounded. It was evident that there was no time to be 
lost. The enemy was at once attacked, and in a short 
time completely routed, with a loss of above 500 men and 
seventy-five gnus. The artillery engaged in this action 
were Barry's (Armstrongs), Desborough'a (9-pounder8), 
and Stirling's (6-poupders) batteries. Great anxiuty pre- 
vailed all this time about the missing party, as nothing 
oonid be heard of their fate; but on the 21st the troops 
marched for the Tartar camp beyond Tungehow. Thii 
force was estimated at 25,000, cavalry and infantry, the 
former greatly preponderating. The allies attacked them, 
and drove them off the ground with a loss of 500 or 600 
men, of their camps, and of thirty brass guns ; and then 
continued their march till they were withm four milea of 
Fekin, from which they fell back to their camp, about aii 
miles from the city. The only artillery engaged in this 
affair were three Armstrongs under Captain Rowley. 
The army at once advanced towards Pekin, and maoft 
preparations to assault that city. 

On the evening of the 12th October the guns were in 
position, and everything in readiuess for an attack theisaiS. 
day. About ten minutes before l\ie n.Y^u\<«i t\ivift,^isy«- 
ever, the Cbineae troops were wVliidia'WQ- ^vota VNiB ■s'Ki* 
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and the ^ate surrendered in due form, a body of infantry 
and Desborough's battery passing through, it, the latter 
immediately afterwards taking up position on the top of 
the wall, and by so doing commanding all the approacnes. 

Mr. Parkes and Mr. Loch were liberated on the 8th 
October ; but no tidings could be obtained of the other 
Englishmen in the hands of the Chinese. A few days 
afterwards information was received that they had all 
died from the effects of the cruel treatment they had re- 
ceived; and on the 14th the bodies of Lieutenants De 
Korman and Anderson were brought in, followed on the 
16th by those of Private Phipps (King's Dragoon Guards) 
and Mr. Boulby. 

Brabazon alone continued missing. 

The British demanded 100,000/. to be paid in forty-eight 
hours, as an indemnity for the friends of the-murdered 
men ; and furthermore resolved on the destruction of the 
emperor's palace of Yuen-ming-Yuen, and the destruction 
of all the moveables therein, thereby inflicting on his 
Celestial Majesty a loss of about 2,000,000/. The partiality 
of the late Mr. Boulby for the artillery, and the manner 
in which he recorded even the most minute details con- 
nected with the corps, cannot have escaped the observation 
of those who read his letters from China. This is, doubt- 
less, owing to a feeling of esprit de corpSf which it is easy 
to believe he conceived it his duty to exhibit ; for when 
he was born (at Gibraltar, in 1817) his father, " Thomas 
Boulby," was a captain in the Koval Artillery. Having 
retired upon half- pay. Captain Boulby took up his residence 
in Sunderland, where he entered upon the business of a 
timber-merchant, and where his son, the above Mr. T. 
W. Boulby, was articled to a solicitor. He died in 1843, 
and a few years afterwards Mr. Boulby, conceiving a dis- 
taste for the law, became connected with that joimial in 
whose service he lost his life. 

The war was now at an end. On the 24th October 
Lord Elgin entered Pekin in state, the ratifications of the 
treaty of Tientsin were exchanged, and a convention 
signed. An army of occupation, including Govan't and 
Desborough's batteries, remained at Tientsin; a oonii- 
derable body of troops was sent to Hong-Kong ; and the 
remainder, including the two Armstrong batteries, returned 
to England. 



CHAPTEE sYnr. 



The hoarj ocean's glittering diadam. 

But none appear so lovelj to tfae eight, 
Ftoatiag amid tfao waiea' refulgent light, 
As thine, New Zealand 1" 



MEW ZEALAND. 

1880-1-2, 1 



Is 1845 t!ie natives of New Zeakud liaving Bhown a 
Bpirit of resistancie to tlie Queen's authority, and pulJed 
down the flag in several places, the gOTenior, to enforce 
Bubmission, upjilied for troops from the neigh bo uiiug 
* colonies of Australia. 

The only artilleryman, or rather the only member of 
the Eoya! ArtiOery, in this part of the world w as Lien- 
tenant Eardlej Wiimot,* mho was on the governor's stalf 
in Van Diemen's Laud. 

This young ofBeer immediately volunteered for active 
seTvioe in New Zealand, and, nith a ba^ til; -formed artil- 
lery from the Auckland Militia, was most invaluable 
throughout the operations. 

At Eawilta'a pah, at the destruction of Arratuah'a pah, 
and in the various afialrs which took place before Ituape- 
kapeka, in December 1845 and January 1846, Wiimot 
and his juaai-artillerymen were most eliective, and 
received great praiac from the governor. 

Twenty-three men of the Eoyal Artillery, under Cap- 
tain Henderson and Lieutenant Yelverton, were sent to 
Hew Zealand in May, 1846 ; but the disturbances had 
oeaeed before they arrived at Auckland. 

There has ever since been a detachment of the corps 
in the colony. 

In 1800 fresh disturbances arose thiougVan^^wft wSrov^ 

- * AftonranlB Major Wihnot, killed in 'K.BJliaiia. Set i^Qa.^. "»»- 
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land to the Goyemment, of which the Maories declared 
he had no right to dispose. 

By this time the New Zealanders had become an 
intelligent race of people, and by their conduct darlns 
the war (which unhappily is not yet ended) have prored 
themselves no contemptible foes, while their obaeryaaee 
of Christian ordinances has raised them to an equal 
standing with ourselves.* 

On the 28th February, 1860, a force including a detadh 
ment of the Boyal Artillery under Lieut. Macnaughteiiy 
embarked at Auckland for Taranaki, the district of tlie 
rebellious Maories, and at mid-day on the 17th Mardi tlie 
artillery fired their first shot against a strongly-defended 
pah which the Maories had erected in the face of the 
British camp on the Waitara. 

Although good practice was made, the shells burstmg 
on the stockade, and the shot going through the outer 
defences, the natives showed no disposition to surrender; 
and by the evening, all our ammunition being expended, 
the troops were obliged to lie down among the iem. till 
more should be brought up. 

Early on the following morning the guns again opened 
fire, tearing away a large portion of the stockade. 

Lieutenant Macnaughten went forward, and was imme- 
diately followed by several of his gunners and some of th^ 
65th regiment ; and rushing into the pah, they found it 
empty, the defenders having made their escape by a goDy 
leading to the river. This, the first engagement of the 
war, is known as the capture of the Te'kobia, or L. |Mdi. 

On the 16th April a reinforcement of forty men of tbe 

* Though a few cases have occurred at which humanity shod- 
ders, such as the decapitation of Captain Lloyd and the snbaeqneBt 
exhibition of his head, there are many things to be recorded <^ tkt 
New Zealanders daring tbe present war which prove them to bet 
race on whom the Qospel has come with telling effect, and vbo^ 
physically and morally, are, if anything, in a very alight d«gne 
inferior to our own troops. At an early stage of the war tbt 
schooner Louisa was wrecked on the east coast, and the crew aad 
the passengers were in a helpless condition, when one of the naliit 
chiefs received them must hospitably ; and not working on Sondaj, 
on Monday saved spars, sails, and running gear from tbe wifok, 
and thirty sacks of wheat, and sent in canoes the crew and paiitt* 
gers to Auckland. They never fight on Sunday unless compiled lif 
our troops, and latterly they have not only refrained from kiUiiC 
our wounded, as was their cuAlom, Wt they have not even plia- 

dered the dead, whom tbc^ buT^ siacot^mi^^ \a >2bft fv>i(a imL tm^ 

MDomoB of the Church of EngUnd. 



Sovol Artillery, under Captaia Strover, arrived from 
Sjonej, and at onee joined the army. 

Tall Caeataffs and yards for signals were now erected at 
the Bell Block, Omata Stoekade, and Marshland Hill, 
and a code of signals was arraoged under the direetion of 
Sergeant Marjouram, Koyal Artillery, by means of wicker 
balls by day and lanterns by night, ibrming words, 

Thia worthy man and excellent non- commissioned 
ofBcer did good serrice during the early part of this war, 
commanding the artillery in tlie absence of Captain Strorer 
and Lieutenant Macuaughten ; while his services in a 
higher cause, that of advancing the truths of the Gospel 
(both by esatnple and precept), were recognised and 
aok DO wl edged by Arcbdeacon G-ovett and all the officera 
Tinder whom he served. 

He was invalided home early in 1861, and died at 
Woolwich in June of the same year. His " Memorials," 
published by Nisbet and Co., haa been widely circulated 
and productive of much good. 

Abo^t the middle of June Major Nelson, 40th regiment, 
oommanding at the Waitara, determined to attack a pab 
the enemy had erected at Piiketakauere, about a mile 
distant from our camp. 

There were eighteen artillerymen under Lieutenant 
Macnaughteu engaged, of whom two died of their 
wounds. They did their work well, especially when our 
infantry were repulsed, checking the advance of the 
enemy, who made several attempts to follow tbem. 

The attack was a failure, but the retreat was conducted 
in an orderly manner, the troops returning to camp with 
a loss of sixty-fire men, thirty-two of whom were killed. 

Major Kelson remained before the pah, however, and 
continued to harass the enemy by shelling them, espe- 
cially by night. 

Grenersl Pratt now arrived from Melbourne and assumed 
the command. Lieutenant Forster, !B.A. attended as hia 
aide-de-camp. 

Another espedition was at once prepared to assist 
Major Nelson at the Fuketakauere pahs, when they were 
suddenly found to be evacuated. 

About the end of July a settler named Hurford, with 
three artillerymen from the Omata slockade, had gone 
into the bush to visit his farm. The natives came upon 
them in force, and the party separated, and two of the 
artillerymen made their way back ' 
reaching it at sunset, and the othi 
Neither could give any account o 
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left behind, and the following day a party was sent in 
search. They discovered the artilleryman, a fine strapping; 
youn^ man of Captain Strover's detachment, quite dead 
and hideously tomahawked. The farmer's body was not 
recovered, but there was no doubt about his death. 

On the 10th September a large expedition was organized 
at New Plymouth, under Major-General Pratt, to adyanee 
as far as possible into the country. 

The force was told off in three divisions : — No. 1, com- 
manded by Major Nelson, having a detachment of the 
Royal Artillery, with two 24-pounder howitzers, under Ser- 
geant Marjouraro ; No. 2, under Major Hutchins, 12th regi- 
ment, with Captain Strover*s detachment, two 24-pounder 
howitzers, ana two 3-pounder guns; and No. 3, com- 
manded by Colonel Leslie, 40th regiment, to which the 
remainder of the Eoyal Artillery under Lieutenant Mao- 
naughten was attached. 

Several pahs evacuated by the enemy were destroyed, 
and an engagement took place in which a brisk fire was 
kept up on both sides, the Mabries replying to tt^roond- 
shot, grape, canister, and musketry with volleys irom the 
bush and the rifle pits, and wounding a few of our men, 
including; a bombardier of the Royal Artillery, who was 
severely injured in the foot. 

The order was then given to retire to the Waitara camp. 

The artillery, under Captain Strover and Lieutensat 
Macnaughten, took part m all the subsequent engage- 
ments, — Mahoetahi, Matorikorika, &c., — and worked with 
the greatest zeal in their important arm of the service, in a 
long and arduous struggle against a brave and determined 
foe, when Captain Mercer arrived from England with a 
battery of Armstrong guns, which in four days compelled 
the Maories to surrender or disperse, thus suddenl/ 
closing the campaign. 

On the 4th March, 1861, Captain Mercer, B..A. arrived 
at Auckland in the Norwood., after a prosperous voysf^ 
with the Armstrong battery and 10-inch and 8-iodi 
mortars. That day week he had cleared the ship of the 
battery, mortars, shell, and other stores, in all amoontiog 
to 700 tons : notwithstanding the extra labour of dis- 
charging by lighters, as the Norwood lay out at tome 
distance in the harbour, being unable to go alongside tbe 
pier to discharge, officers and men worked with a wili, til 
oeing desirous of taking part in the Maori war in the 
Tara.nak\. 

On the 12th March laaVt o^ \^vft kxm^Vtw^^Vi^UeTy, witk 
the mortars, embarked on boai^\iti^wiVi^>»J^'^*x-^vwn» 
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Vieloria, Captain Kormnn, for tlie seat of . 

Hunter, E.A,, was left beliind in chiirge of the othalf 
lialf battery, and was to follow on the arrival of Captain 
WfttBOD, R.A.., with 180 hordes from Australia. Captain 
Uercor'a party arrired at the Waitara riTcr on the mom- 
mg of the 13tb Miireh, and catnmenced lauding at once 
in Burf.boata. The same afternoon the Armatrong guns 
irere taken out of their cases, cleaned and mounted, the 
immnnition, &c., examined, and the whole found to bo 
jomplete and in perfect order. Major-Genera! Sir T. S. 
Pratt, E.C.B,, then com mandi a g, directed Captain Mercer 
lO proceed with Mr. Parris, the native commissioner, the 
'bliowing day, and select a favourable position for sheil- 
.ng MataitawB, the stronghold of Wiremu £ingi, but the 
Jifltance of the nearest ipot from whence it could be 
leen over the topa of the trees of the foreat was {by 
iaiculation) beyond the range of the 12-pouudeT Arm- 
itrong gun. Whilst Captain Mercer was absent. Lieu- 
«nant Pickard had the men drilled and exercised at 
ayiug the guus, in order to see that they had not fc 
gotten during the long voyage the instruction they hi 
■eceived in England. The artificers were at the s»il_. 
;ime busily employed in making poles, &c., for bullock 
Iraught. Three poles were completed during the day, 
^na enabling the gans to iiart for the front at six the 
next morning, Friday the 15th of March, 

On arriving at No. 7 redoubt, the white flag was fljinj; 
Tom the Te Arei pah ; but about midday, when Captain 
llercer was iu the advanced trench with the kie Lieute- 
nant E. C. Macnaughten, !R.A., examining the position, 
be. of the Maori rlAe-trenches, itVas hauled down, and 
n place of it a lame red war-flag was run up, A single 
lefiant shot was then heard, which was immediately fol- 
owed by volleys from the Maori pita ; these rattling 
igainst the gabions of the sap showed that the natives 
vere recommencing hostilities iu right gnod earnest. 
Japtain Mercer immediately returned to Wo. 7 redoubt, 
md opened fire from the Armstrong guns and mortars on 
he lines of the enemy's rifle-trenciies, there being nothing 
ilae to fire at except the open stockading of Te Arei paJi. 

There was no heavily -timbered stockade to breach to 
nable the troopa to take Te Arei by assault, for a broad 
oadway led right over the crest of the hill into the centre 
if the position of tlie Maories through open picketing, 
file extraordinary occurrence of findW^ dnes^ m S.1Q1A 
if the eaemy with apparently nolVing !ot M\Si\et^ ^n '^^^ 
t, struck the nowJy-arrived artiiierj oSceta, atiA. Ti^aa"^- 
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ing the same, they were told if the white flag was hauled 
down, the rifle- trenches of Te Arei, as well as those of the 
neighbouring hills, would be alive with natives, as fyr as 
their fire was concerned, but they themselves would be all ' 
but invisible. Captain Mercer then attentively consider- 
ing these lines of pits or rifle-trenches along the crest of 
the hills all around, coupled with the peculiar mode of 
Maori warfare, and also being informed that their trenchet 
were generally constructed in the following ingenious 
manner : — First a narrow deep trench is made, then oa 
the side fronting their assailant it is dug out in the form 
of a shoe, the earth so excavated being thrown outside on 
the t(^ to the rear, rough woodwork, beams, &e. 
arranged so as to support the earth above &e excavation, 
thus forming a secure place where they immediately re- 
tired after delivering their fire, — it appeared to Captain 
Mercer that he had hefore him in these rifle-trendnes a 
target of about eight feet in height, counting from the top 
of the trench to the bottom of the excavation, and nmning 
laterally some distance ; and he calculated that, by aiming 
at the centre of this target, some three or four feet bekm 
the earth thrown on the top rear of the trench, the shell 
penetrating just below the crest of it, and meeting with 
the resistance of the rough wooden support of the eartk 
in the trench, or any other body momentarily to arrest 
the flight of the shell, it would burst inside and d^ ds> 
struction around. 

To increase the chance of unearthing some of these 
wily natives, planks were procured for gun-wheels and 
trails to rest upon, so as to adiust the gun to the greatett 
nicety of level. After a trial shell on each of their posi- 
tions, and the range having been accurately obtained, tlie 
Armstrong guns were loaded and laid on certain points of 
the lines of the enemy's rifle-trenches, and the gunner, 
with lanyard in hand, waited for the word to fire from the 
officer who was watching the trench with glasses, vaV^ 
some heads appearing above, or a pufl* of smoke from the 
discharged pieces revealed their presence in that direetioo, 
when the gun was instantly fired, and the shell was ob- 
served from the battery to enter just below the erest of 
the trench, carrying destruction to any Maories in that 
portion of the pits. 

The natives were also in the habit of firing Tolleys when 

the working parties or any number of men were going to 

or returning irom the \iead of the sap. On these ooca- 

§ionB the guns were \a\d on l\i^ Voi^ ol V^« <^\\a^ and the 

theUa fixed with both time Wid eoxwsojMkvnkloMi^wh^fr 
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fore tha partiea marclici], t!ie gunners were ready vaitins 
for the word, wLich was gireo directly f.he natives opened 
fire, and the ArmHtrooR uhells at the same instant burst 
amongst them. LLeatenant I'itkard and Acting ^ergeaat- 
Hajor B,. Hayes made some excellent shell practice with 
the Armstrong guns. Colour- i^ergeant J. Moran, Royal 
Engineers, whiUt at the head of the sap, and Bombardier 
T. oinger. Royal Artillery, whilst working the Cohora 
morcsrt (with tbo late Lieutenant E. C. Maunaugbten, 
K.A.) hare both given Batiafactory evidence of their 
having personally observed the action of the Armstrong 
ahel!, its enterinH Just below tlie crest of the rifle-treuoS 
in front of Te Arei and bursting inside. 

On Saturday, 16th March, an attack waa made on our 
extreme ridht. A 9-pounder gun, accompanied by a de- 
tachment of the 40th regiment, commenced firing some 
rounds of common case into the bush to drive out the 
natives ; and aubaequently, on their retiring to the 
trenches on the edge of the wood, some shrapnel shell 
were sent amonget them. Soon after the firing ceased, 
and the men returned to camp. 

It had been the practice to place every night behind the 
sap-roller, and suqu in the earth in its box, an eiehc-inch. 
naval shell, with a frictioo-tube fixed through the fuse, 
and a cord attached to it and the sap-roller, so as to ex- 
plode should the natives attempt to capture the roller. 
This was suggested by the Royal Engineers, and carried 
out at their request by the Naval Brigade, in consequence 
of one sap-roller having been carried off by the. natives ; 
conceiving that, ta the event of tkeir trying to do so a 
second time, the main rifle-trench in front of Te Arei, 
not far from the head of the sap, would be lined with 
natives watching the operation, as well as at hand to help 
to secure the roller and drag it up the hill to the pah. 
The Armstrong guns were loaded and laid on this trench 
the last thing before dark ; each night also the mortars 
were laid on difiereut parts of Te Arei. On Saturday 
night the trap of the shell succeeded ; the Maories en- 
deavouring to capture the sap-roller, the shell exploded, 
and immediately afterwards the enemv got the beuefit of 
both the Armstrong and mortar sheila from No. 7 re- 
doubt. 

Stiuday, 17th March, was a sad day for the artillery, for 
they lost poor Macnaugkten. He was killed whilst m the 
act of laying a Cohorn mortar in the extremJ-^N t>^ 'Oaa 
advance demi-parallel, the ball passing t\i.v(i\iv(]a wi« ■w^'-'A 
s^d eatenag the chest. He died akaoat \BBafiS-'>a-^^'S» 
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firing his last shot on the anniversary of his firing his first 
one in this war. He had ably conducted the fire of the 
Cohom mortars since the advance of the sap from No. 8 
redoubt, and had been in every engagement throughout 
the whole war. 

Lieutenant Macnaughten's death was thns recorded in 
the Taranaki Herald, Sunday, March 17th, 1861 (St 
Patrick's Day) : — 

" The first anniversary of a war that has for twelve 
months cursed New Zealand, and desolated the province 
of Taranaki, has been marked by the irreparable loss of 
as brave an officer as ever fought ajid fell on flood or field, 
—as devoted a soldier as ever gained lustre for the British 
flag at the price of his blood. Lieutenant Macnaughten 
of the Boyal Artillery is, alas ! numbered with the dead. 
This intrepid soldier was stooping over a mortar, in the 
act of adjusting its elevation, when a musket-ball stroek 
him in the hand which held the plumb-line, and then 
pierced his breast. An officer who was near him exclaimed, 
' Macnaughten, you are hit!' but the lieutenant smiled, 
and, with his usual calmness, replied, ' Oh, never mind, 
'tis but in the hand !' They were his last words. He 
stood up, turned pale, staggered backwards, fell, and died. 
The sorrow of the troops of all corps for the loss of this 
officer is inexpressible. Every soldier knew and appre- 
ciated his worth ; all admired his unsurpassable valour, 
his uniform coolness, and his skill in gunnery ; while his 
undeviating affability and kindness endeared him even to 
the most-thoughtless. His presence at the guns was the 
inspiration of confidence in the troops, for no one doubted 
the accuracy of an aim taken by Lieutenant Macnaughten. 
He walked up to the sap to-day full of ardour, full of con- 
fidence, full of every quality that constitutes a perfect 
soldier. Alas that the green shamrock which he so 
proudly wore on his manly breast should be so soon dyed 
red with his life's blood ! Many a stout heart sighed, and 
many a stem eye dropped a tear, as they beheld the noble 
soldier borne past them a lifeless corpse. When the tm* 
bulance whicn bore him from the field arrived at No. 6 
redoubt, the officers and men of the 65th regiment min- 
gled round the vehicle to get a last glimpse of the honoured 
and beloved dead. The brow even of the most thoueh^ 
less wore a sad gloom, and rough hands endeavoured in 
vain to conceal the big tears that rolled from the eyes that 
could not restrain tnem. T\ve Ta^mory of Lieutenia^ 

■^kfaenaughten will be evet ^T^cnimKoJO^'^ ^skwl \a ctt 

heartB," 
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Sergeant J. Christie, H.A., an oicellent non-eominia- 
sioned officer, waa wounded in the ahoulder in Ihe advance 
demi-parallel early on Monday morniDg, nhilafc Oaptnin, 
Mercer wai arranging with Mm. about carrying on the 
practice with the Coliorn mortara. 

On Monday afternoon an attack waa made on our ei- 
treme riglit in the wood. !Dnrin[r this attack the Arin- 
strong guns were used against the main rifle-jiita just in 
front of the pah, to keep down the fire of the natires on 
the head of the aap. A 9-pounder gun and a 24-pDunder 
howitzer were taken down towards the wood, the former 
wider Captain Strover, and the latter under Lieutenant 
Pickard. The practice with common and shrapnel ahell 
was with good effect, after the natives had been driven 
from the bosh to their riSe-pita by a few rounds of eom- 
mon ease. Gunner T. Selford waa wounded in the leg. 

At four o'clock on the morning of the ]3tli March, 
Captain Mercer, with an escort of tiie guard, went outflide 
the redonbt and fired the last two mortars at Te Arei, and 
within two houra afterwards white flaga were flying from 
all the Maori poaitioaa. 

It ia beyond our province to enter into the events of 
1863, but the Royal Artillery have bo aignally distinguished 
themselvea in New Zealand during the preaent atrnggle, 
that passing notice must be given of their servioea. 

The Maories having, in May, 1SG3, waylaid an eacort 
of the 57th regiment and killed the greater number of • 
them, the Government determined to uphold its authority, 
and, if needs be, exterminate the rebellious people. A 
number of additional troopa were therefore deapatehed to 
Auckland, including another Armstrong battery nnder 
lieut.-Colooel Baratow. 

A. Bcriea of engfliieiuentB with various results have taken 
place, in all of which the Eoyal Artillery have rendered 
important aervices. Not only have they exhibited their 
usual courage and ability in the working ot their guna, 
bat have acted as cavalry and also as infantry. Captain 
Mercers battery rendered great service at the taking of 
the Eat kara pah on the 2th June. The Maoriea were 
driven from the r hid ng placea by the guna, nhen they 
fled inland pursued by the infan ry atid by Lieutenant 
£ait and his detuchment of artdlery armed with sword 
and revolver a 

At tie capture of Eangirn (^Oth November) the as- J 
sault waa most gallantly led by Captain Mettet, Ti,,k., 1 
■who was followed by about thirty oE Xiia o-kh. ^i^fQ sj-ioiei. 
with revolrera A f,reat number oE tUia deWiiDit'cA ''^'sta 
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struck down, the first being Captain Mercer, who receired 
a bullet in his jaw. By his side fell his servant, Gunner 
Culverwell, upon whose corpse the captain rested his 
mangled head till he was removed on the following 
morning. 

Lieutenant Pickard, who bravely followed his captain 
to the assault, scaled the parapet, and, lying flat on the 
t6p, fired his revolver at whoever showed. Finding him- 
self alone, however, and hearing that Captain Mercev was 
wounded, Lieutenant Pickard descended, and, the assault 
being imprlicti cable, collected the few remaining men and 
drew them ofi* in safety. Assist.- Surgeon Temple, B.A., 
hearing that Captain Mercer was wounded, determined to 
go to his assistance, although warned that to j^o over was 
almost certain death. He succeeded in reachmg the spot 
in safety, however, and stayed there attending to the 
wounded all the evening, until, a trench being dog, the 
dead and wounded were removed. 

Captain Mercer died on the 25th I^ovember, and WM 
buried with military honours at Auckland on the 27th. 

Other engagements have since taken place in which 
the corps has sustained its high reputation, and special 
mention has been made of Lieutenant Itait and hif 
mounted detachment (acting as cavalry) ; of Lieutenant 
Larcom, who commanded a detachment at the capture of 
Kaitaka, and who, although severely wounded, remained 
with his gun until the detachment retired; of Sergeant 
M'Kay, a "stalwart Scot from Sutherlandshire/' who 
rendered great service at Orakau by pitching hand- 
grenades into the midst of the enemy *' as coolly as if he 
had been playing a game of quoits ; " of Lieutenant A. 
Grubb, who, with a battery of six mortars, drove the 
enemy from their rifle-pits ; and of Assist.-Surgeon Man- 
ley, who, under a heavy fire from the enemy, went to the 
assistance of the wounded at the disastrous assault of the 
Gate pah. 

Lieut.- Colonel Barstow and Captain Betty have both 
been mentioned as having directed the fire of their batte- 
ries with good eflect. 



CHAPTEB XIX. 
" Peace biu her viotorieB, no less than tl 



SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITIONS — MEN OP B 

UN BiBINB WITH PiKRT JN THE iHCTIO REGIONS, 1818-20-^" 



In 1818. his Eoyal Highness the Prioce Beeent having 
signified his ploaKure that an altempt ithauld be made to 
find a paaaa^e by aea between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, an expedition was sent out under the command 
of Captain Jolin Kobb for that purpose. No former ex- 
pedition had been fitted out OQ so extensive a scale, or 
BO completely equipped in CTery respect, a» thia vaa. 

At the Tecommendation of the Boyal Society, Captain 
Sabine,* of the Eoyai Artillery, accompanied this expedi- 
tion for the purpose of making obserTationa, whieh it waa 
considered would be most valuable additions to science, 
and which would alao bring great honour to the society of 
wbioh Captain Sabine was a most zealous and active 
member. The erpedition, it is well known, so far as the 
primary object was concerned, was a complete failure, but 
in a Bcientifio point of view was far from fruitless. 

The magnetical observations made by Captain Sabiaa 
and communicated to the Eoyal Society were considered 

• The present Major-tJeoeral Edward Sahine, president of the 
Bujal Societjr, the yuungest sua uf Juseph Subine, Eau., of Tevin, in 
Henfordabire, entered tbe Hoyal Mililu-y Academy on January 2G, 
1803, and paaaed all the necessary examinations at that eatabllsh- 
nient in less than a year, receiving his comroiseion as Ueutenant on 
December 22 foUowing. He served with gtcat honour during the 
Americaa wur oa captain of tbe batteries at Fort Erie, on the 
Niagara frontisr. This was bis only military service before aa J 
enemj, bnt bis aervioea in tbe caose of science are of the greatest I 
magnitude and of anrpaasing value. ljiBU\BOB.Tvt "iXTOl^it '^- \ 
Sabine Paeley, late of tbe Eoyal ArtiWevj, ie QocanN. 'feiQisiS* 
graad-aepbeir, and sou of Sir WiUiam Easlej, ^ai^. 
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valuable additions to physical science. The council passed 
a resolution expressive of the sense they entertained of 
the ** high merits of these communications, which afford 
strong proofs of the industry, ingenuity, and accuracy of 
Captain Sabine, and of his devotion to the cause, and 
ardour in the pursuit of science, under circumstances when, 
to ensure success, severe privations had to be endured and 
great difficulties overcome." 

During this expedition an addition was made to the 
knowledge of natural history by the discoveiy of a species 
of gull, which, out of compliment to this scientific officer 
of the Artillery, was named " Larus Sabinus," or Sabine 
Gull. 

In the following year (1819) another expedition was 
sent to the Arctic Regions, commanded by Captain W. 
E. Parry — Captain Sabine resuming his post as astro- 
nomer, &c. 

This expedition was far more fruitful than it« prede- 
cessor, and penetrated beyond the meridian of 110^ W. 
longitude,* making valuable discoveries both in astronomy 
and geography, as well as in natural history. 

The scientific experiments made by Captain Sabine were 
both numerous and satisfactory. The clocks used in the 
pendulum experiments were the property of the Boyal 
Society, and the same which had accompanied Captain 
Cook in his voyage round the world. 

The ships composing this expedition were completely 
frozen in during the winter of 1819-20, and part of the 
time the light of day never appeared.' Under such cir- 
cumstances very little work could be done, so the time was 
principally occupied in providing recreation and amuse- 
ment for the crews. Upon Captain Sabine fell the task of 
editing a newspaper, entitled the Winter Chronicle and 
North Georgian Gazette^ the articles being generally 
composed of original subjects furnished by the officers of 
the ships. 

In the summer of 1820, Captain Parry, accompanied by 
Captain Sabine, the surgeon, two midshipmen, and seven 
seamen and marines, made an excursion across the large 
island which Parry had discovered and named ** Melville 
Island." During this journey, which occupied fifteen days 
and extended over 180 miles. Captain Sabine suffered 
terribly with bowel complaint, and had to be conveyed 

* The crewB of the vesseU leceWed a reward of 500^ for being 
tiie Bret to reach that meridiaji. 
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part of the jonrney on a cart with one of the tent blankets 
rigged upon it ae a sail. Tills contrivance enabled them 
to make great progress- 
On the 7th June a small island waa discovered, which 
Parry named after his companion, Captain Sabine. This, 
however, in 1851, was proved to be a part of Melville 
Island, and is therefore now called Sabine Peninsula. 

In tliis expedition Captain Sabine vras accompanied by 
& sergeant and a gunner. Sergeant Martin rendered some 
service to the expedition as a naturalist, and both he and 
Gfnnner Smith (Captain Sabine's servant) are frequently 
honourably mentioned by Captain Parry. On the 24l:h 
February, , 1830, while they were in the ObHervatorj at 
Melville Island, a fire broke out which, destroyed that 
building, and both greatly distinguished themselveB in 
their attempts to subdue the flames and save the ma^nietic 
instruments. Parry says, — " John Smith, of the Artillery, 
who was Captain Sabine's seri-ant, and who, together vtith 
Sergeant Martin, happened to be in the house at the time 
the fire broke out, suffered m-jst severely. In their aniietj 
to save the dipping-needle, which was standing close to the 
Btove, and of wnich they knew the value, they immediately 
ran out with it ; and Smith, not having time to put on his 
gloves, bad his fingers in half an hour so benumbed, and 
the eniniation so completely suspended, that on his being 
taken on hoard by Mr. !b.dM'ards, and having his hands 
plunged into a basm of cold water, the surface of the water 
was immediately frozen, by the intense cold thus suddenly 
communicated ta it ; and not with standing the moat 
humane and unremitting attention paid him by the medical 
gentlemsTi, it was found necessary some time after to resort 
to the amputation of a part of four fingers on the one hand 
and three on the other. 

The espedition relumed in the autumn of 1S20, and in 
the following year the Copley medal was awarded to Cap- 
tain Sabine for his researches, Sir Humphry Davy re- 
marking that " his experiments were principally conducted 
on the ice of the Polar sea when the vessel was for several 
months frozen up. During a considerable portion of time 
lie was in darkness, or only guided by a very doubtful 
twihgbtj and the temperature, probably as cold as any 
belon^ng to the Nortbern hemisphere, was such, that the 
artificial horizon of mercury became frozen during an ob- i 
Bervation; yet Captain Sabine's inquiries seem to have M 
been conducted with as much care and giecUviti as. SS. V» V 
tad been possessed of all the ooiweiaensea Mi.i.\'aa:«r«» >&. i 
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a Eoyal Observatory, with the advantages and repose of 
the happiest climate and situation." 

In 1823, Captain Sabine, encouraged with the sncoesi 
which had attended his efforts, suggested to the lUyyal 
Society, through Sir Humphry Davy, the importance d 
extending similar experiments into higher latitudes towards 
the Pole. Accordingly, the Government placed at his dis- 
posal H.M.S. Grriper, 123 tons. Commander Clavering, 
which was to convey him to Spitsbergen, and thenoe to 
the east coast of Greenland. 

They sailed from the Thames on the 11th May, and in 
about three weeks reached Whale Island, near the North 
Cape, Norway. After staying here from the 4th to the 
23rd June, they proceeded on their voyage, arriving at 
Spitzbergen in a tew days. Captain Sabine made his ob- 
servations on one of the small islands round Hakluyt's 
Headland; Clavering, meanwhile, sailing due north, reached 
lat. 80° 20^, where he was stopped by an impenetrable 
barrier of ice, and compelled to return. By the 24th July 
fdl were on board again, and the vesseFs course was direeted 
for the east coast of Greenland ; and after some yaluable 
observations were made by Sabine, they returned to Eog* 
land, arriving at Deptford on the 19th December. ^ 

Suddenly changing the scene from the frigid to the torrid 
zone, we find an officer of the Eoyal Artillery embarked 
on one of the ** most remarkable enterprises ever attempted 
by a single individual." 

Captain Chesney,* a man of superior intelligence and 

* The present Major-General Francis Rawdon Chesney. This 
most intelligent and energetic of modem explorators was bom at 
Ballyrea, in Ireland, in 1789. He entered the Rojal Military 
Academy in 1803, and received his commission in November of the 
following year. He served in the Channel Islands, at Gibraltar, &e. 
In 1814, while on a visit to his family, Lieutenant Chesney, during 
a terrible storm, fearlessly ventured through a raging sea, and sne- 
ceeded in* rescuing from the waves one of the perishing fiahermen 
whose boats had been wrecked during the gale ; and on the follow- 
ing morning he had the satisfaction of leading the way through the 
breakers to a ledge of rocks, whence a line was propelled into a 
stranded ship, which, by means of a grumment along her cable, 
landed in safety the whole of her crew, although the storm was 
beating violently at the time on a lee shore. Chesney received an 
honourable mention from the Humane Society. At one time he 
conceived the project of crossing the desert of Sahara for the pur* 
pose of solving the problem of the Niger. The fate of Major Laiag* 
however, led to the abandonmenti oi \.\i« \md«rtaking. An aoooual 

of the service rendered to hia coxxnXar} \)3 CiVeKiVs va >^^ >]i&aaulof 

JIoDg-KoDg will be found in chap^Ai xm. . 
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eitraordinnry energy, whose mind was at all times bent on 
useful explorations, sailed in 1B"29 for Constantipiople witU 
a view to aasist the Tarts io iha organization of their 
artillery, the; being at the time deeply en^ged in a war 
with Bussia Before he reached the Turkish position a 
peace bad been, signed. After examining the fortresAi-'a 
and poaitiona occupied by the contending armies, Captain 
Cbesney obtained an extension of his leave of absence for 
the purpose of visiting Aaia Minor. Greece, and Egypt, 
with a view to (be solution of the problem of a regular 
■team- communication with India. 

Accordingly he commenced by sailing down the Bed 
Sea from the Isthmus of Suez to Eosaeir. Thence be 
crossed the desert of the Nile, which he afterwards de- 
soeilded to ita ijionths. These explorations were succeeded 
by a journey through Palestine, Syria, &c., to Elkain, on 
the Euplirales, descending the great river from thence to 
its estuary, a distance of 701 miles. 

Illness, real or assumed, enabled him to lull the sus- 
picions of the Arabs, and a raft having been prepared, on 
the 1st January, 1831, be turned bia back ou the Medi- 
terranean to descend along the current tc the Indian 
Ocean ; accompanied onlj by a Turk as his interpreter 
(with his slave, a mere boy), and three Arabs to manage 
the raft and the inflated skins by which it was supported. 
He thus prirately took soundings, and sketched tile width 
and nature of the banks of upwards of 700 miles of the river. 
After an examination of the rivers of Susiana, he proceeded 
through Persia and Asia Minor, and carefully examined 
the upper part of the river Euphrates, as well as the 
country lying between its banks uud the shores of the 
Medi te rranean . 

He at once forwarded to England, through the ambassa- 
dor at Constantinople, papers describing the territory, and 
explaining the relative advantages of the routes to India 
by the Bed Sea and by the Euphrates ; and returning 
home, he found every one deeply interested in his under- 
taking, especially the king {WilUam IV.), who sent for 
him and expressed a desire that the route by the Euphrates 
abould be practically put to the teat. 

A grant of 20,000^. was obtained for the experiment, 
end preparations made on a scale of completeneaa worthy 
the objeeta of the expedition. The rank of colonel was 
conferred on Cheaney, and a number of energetic and 
scientitio olBcera, both naval and military, vi^ca %%W\«A. 
to accompany him. 
The oiEcecB and men ot ttie "&o^aV kri-&ef3 's^^ "s**^^ 
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part in this service were Colonel Chesney, Lieutenant 
feobert Cockburn, Dr. Staunton, Sergeant- Major William 
Quin, Sergeant E. Clark, and twelve gunners. 

The expedition quitted England on the 10th February, 
1835, and having at length achieved the transport of the 
vessels* from the mouth of the Orontes to Bir — ^though 
unfortunately not without the loss of eight men by fever 
-T-tbe descent of the Euphrates was commenced on the 
16th March, 18^6, and surveyed successfully 509 miles, 
not only unobstructed, but even aided by the Arabs. In 
short, all was continued prosperity up to the afternoon of 
the 2l8t May, when a storm appeared, bringing with it 
clouds of sand from the nortu-west quarter. At that 
moment the Tigris^ having the commander on board, was 
passing over the rocks of Is Geria, when she was driven 
against the bank with a violence which caused her to recoil 
a distance of about eight yards. The wind had obtained 
all mastery over the vessel, the engines were poweriess, 
and the waves, rising to four or five feet, forced their way 
into the windows. Lieutenant Cockburn, Dr. Staunton, 
and some of the men made ineffectual attempts to keep 
out the water, for the fate of the vessel was already sealed ; 
and the fore part of the deck being under water. Lieutenant 
Lynch, E.N., the commander of the vessel, reported that 
the Tigris was sinking, and the word immediately passed 
for all to save themselves. The darkness was worse than 
that of night. Lieutenant Lynch dived out underneath 
the starboard ridge rope at the moment when there was 
about four feet water on the deck. Colonel Chesney, 
who was standing beside him, immediately did the same 
through the larboard side, and swam he knew not whither, 
but fortunately direct to land, where he found Lieutenant 
Lynch, Dr. Staunton, and other officers and men — twenty 
persons, including Lieutenant Cockburn, Sergeant Clark, 
and four gunnersf of the Royal Artillery, having gone 
down with the vessel. The whole aiSair lasted about 
twelve minutes. 

All attempts to recover the vessel, with the instruments, 
journals, and surveys, were fruitless. Nothing daunted 
by this misfortune, which, he said, "had no more to do 
with the navigation of the river than the loss of a packet 
in the Irish Channel had to do with the navigation of that 
sea," Colonel Chesney determined, notwithstanding his 

* Two steam-vessels, the EupKroAe* wid Txgrw^ were oonsimcted 
for tbia exj>e(liiioi\ by Mcsbtb. LawOi wivV^o. oVIIvhw^wX. 
f T. Jones, R. Tumei, 3. "MLwiXft, wA^.^B^^, 
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orders to return home in July, to puraua tlie enterprise 
at his own expense, until freali instructions should reach 
him. Raving made his iurtber arraiijiiementti, tlie survey 
was continued without any additional oasualtj, nnd on 
their arrival at Bassa on the 19th June, a salute ivaa £red 
in aommemoratioa of the eucceasful passaj^e of the expe- 
dition through the heart of Arabia from the Mediterranean 
to the India a Ocean. 

After surveying a great part of tlie rivers Karun and 
Bahamisher, the steamer ascended the Tigris 531 miles, 
with an Indian mail brought hy the company's schooner 
Shannon from Bombay, and having despatched it from 
Bagdad, she returned to Kirna, when a large Indian 
mail and two paGsengers were received from the Bugh 
JLindsay. 

The ascent of the great river was then commenced, and- 
after advancing some 200 miles, an accident disabled one 
of the engines, and tile steamer returned to Bassa. Thin 
damage being repaired by the engineer of the Hugh 
Jjindsat/, Cheaney proceeded to Bombay, to urge inperson 
a continuance of the expedition, leaving Major Escourt 
to complete the survey of the Karun and Tigris. 

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce presented a splendid 
sword to Colonel Chesney, and originated a subscription 
in the different presidencies for the benefit of the relatires 
of die men who nad perished during the expedition. 

The Bombay Government had decided on continuing 
the expedition ; but a repetition of previous orders having 
been received from home, Major Escourt had already 
laid up ihe vessel at Bagilad ; and the seamen having re- 
turned to their ships, he proceeded with the ofiicerB and 
remainder of the men tiirough Arabia to England. Colonel 
Chesney followed, and being entrusted with important 
despatches from the tndiuo Government, crossed the 
Arabian desert, by the aid of a compass, in seventeen days 
to Damascus ; and having hired a small schooner at Bey- 
rout, took passage in one of the French steamers from 
Alexandria. On arriving at Marseilles, he found that bia 
recommendations to continue the expedition had been 
seconded by the king, just then deceased ; and that Lien- 
tenant Lynch was already on his way to carry out th& 
navigation of the rivers of Mesopotamia, with officers be- 
longing to, and at the entire expense of, the Eant India 
Company. Double pay, with a gratuity, was awarded to i 
all the men who returned with Major Escow^., a.-&ii. 'Ows ' 
olticers were promoted. 

The guest jou of the practicabiiitj ot 't^i.e ■tiw'\'ei.'«Kio-"'Bs* 
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now been fully decided, and General Chesney has the 
honour not only of opening another route . to India, but 
of introducing commerce and civilization into regions 
which had never before been penetrated. 

In 1839 a scientific enterprise, the most gigantic ever 
conceived, was organized by the Grovemments of England, 
Hussia, Prussia, Denmark, and Belgium; the object being 
to determine the configuration of the earth by means of 
pendulum vibrations in difierent latitudes — the observa- 
tions to be made in various places at the same time. 

A meeting was convened at Gottingen, under the presi- 
dency of the illustrious Humboldt, on the 15th October, 
1839, when the observations to be made at the difierent 
observatories were arranged. Colonel Sabine was one of 
the members of this scientific congress ; and under his 
superintendence the observations in the British colonies 
were to be made. 

During the course of a long and active life General 
Sabine has enjoyed opportunities of making observations 
with magnetic apparatus and with the pendulum through- 
out a great range of latitude,'"' and his observations on 
magnetic intensity are particularly valuable. 

Although he was seconded by young, able, and enthu- 
siastic officers of his regiment, the difficulty of starting 
simultaneously systematic observations (with instruments 
new and little understood, and dispersed to the widest 
possible extent over the surface ot the elobe) was evi- 
dently very great. The observations made by the Conti- 
nental members were taken in various parts of Kussia 
and Germany, Kussian America, China, Egypt, Algiers, 
Copenhagen, and Brussels. 

The French Government took no part in the enterprise, 
but many scientific members of the Jraris Institute set up 
private observatories in difierent parts of France. 

The British observations were to be made in Canada, 
St. Helena, the Cape of Good Hope, and Van Diemeo's 
Land ; the first three being entrusted to the Boyal Artil- 

* No one has ever travelled greater distances in the canae of 
science than General Sabine. The following table will give an idea 
^ of the extent of his travels, he having made magnetic obaervstiona 
in all these places : — 

St. Thomaa, Jamaica, Drontheimy 

Maranham, New York, Hammerfest, 

Ascension, Paris, Greenland, 

Trinidad, QTQ«T\V\c^it Spitzbergen, 

Sierra Leone, Lot^doTi, iL^T^Xi&aad. 
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lery, and the last to tbe Royal Navy. The whole of their 
obeervationfi were ordered to be eeut to Woolfficli, to be 
reduced, urranged, and published under Gecerol Sabine's 
preaidencj. 

Tlie detachmenta of the Eoyal Artillery appointed to 
cany on the duties of the survey at St. Helemi aud the 
Cape embarked on hoard Ihe Erebas aud Terror (tsro 
BhipB fitted out for an expedition to the Soulb Pole, under 
Sir James Hosa) in September, 1839, and landed ilie party 
at St. Helena in February, and tha.«e at Che Ciipe ou the 
18th Mareh, 1840. The party destim'd for St. Helena 
consisted of Lieutenant J. H. Lefroy, Corporal Kobtrt 
Fuleher, aud Bombardiers Thomas Jones and Jamea 
M'LernoQ. 

Longn'ood House, tbe last reeidence of Napoleon 
Buonaparte, was obtained for the aecommodation of the 
detachment, and the observations were made there until 
Augost, when a proper observatory was completed. 

£i 184^, Lieutenant Lefroy was removed lo the mag- 
netic station in Canada, at Toronto, and was replaced by 
Lieutenant W. J. Hmythe. This olficer resifjiied the 
appointment in 1H47, and Lieutenant H. F. Strange was 
directed to fill it. 

In 1841, Bombardier Wear was sent as an addition to 
the orijjiiial party ; he piu-chased Iiis discharge in 1843, 
and was replaced by Bombardier William Oldham. 

The detathraent at the Cape consisted of Lieutenant 
F. E. Wilmut, three non-eom missioned officers, and two 
gunners ; and carried on its obaerratlooa from April 1841 
to July 1846. Lieutenant Wilmot volunteered lor active 
service during the outbreak in tbe colony in 1842, and the 
observations were made under the direi'tion of Lieutenant 
Henry Clerk. This officer, in 184-1, sailed with an officer 
of the navy, on board the Pagoda, to complete the survey 
of the southern hemisphere. 

In 184«, on the breaking out of the Kaffir war, at the 
request of the governor, Wilmot again proceeded on 
military duty, and the observatory vras left in charge of 
Sergeant Weir, who had been the senior non-commissioned 
officer at the establishment since the commencement of 
the service, and who, in the trust thus confided to him, 
acquitted himself with the intelligence aud fidelity of 
which his previous conduct had justified the a,nticipation. i 

The establishment at Woolwich under General Sabine 
consisted of Captain Eiddeil, Sergeaut WG^B.^^i, Cot- 
poral Heodley, Bombardiers 0'Su\Vi'iu,n. aui C- Ot^kq.- 
hi ISio, Captain Jiiddell returned to \iw ■m.VWta.t-j i.M-'t'.e* ■■. 
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and he was succeeded by Captain YoungliuBband, who 
was brought from the observatory at Toronto. About the 
same time titree of the non-commissioned officers were 
removed — Corporal Hendley by death, Bombardier O'Sul- 
livan was discharged through ill health, and Bombardier 
Organ volunteered for foreign service. 

When duties are peculiar, the loss of men trained to 
them, and who have shown themselves trustworthy, neoes* 
sarily retards progress; and in Corporal Hendley par- 
ticularly, the establishment was deprived of the Bemces 
of a non-commissioned officer of unusual intelligence, who 
liked the employment, had become conversant with all 
its details, and whose accuracy could be thoroughly o(m« 
fided in. 

Upwards of twenty years have now passed since these 
observations were begun. The lieutenants are now all 
colonels, holding important situations, and the non-oom- 
missioned officers are all either dead or discharged. Mr. 
M'Grath, however, retains his situation as heaa clerk in 
the office at Woolwich, under the originator and head of 
the establishment. General Sabine. 

The first trigonometrical survey of the United Kingdom* 
which was commenced bv General Eoy in 1787, haying 
been interrupted by the death of that officer in 1790, the 
task of completing it was entrusted to Captain Madge, of 
the Koyal Artillery, an officer of great scientific attain- 
ments^ to whom we are greatly indebted for the large and 
beautiful maps of the several counties. William Mudge 
was born at Plymouth in 1762. After some trifling pre- 
paratory education he was sent to Woolwich as a cadet, 
where he soon distinguished himself by his talents. 
Indeed, these might have been deemed hereditary, for hii 
father. Dr. Mudge, and his grandfather, the BeTerend 
Zachariah Mudge, were both men of distinguished abilities. 

He obtained his commission in 1779, and, after serriog 
abroad for some time, attained the command of a oompanr, 
and returned to England ; and becoming a member of tne 
Boyal Society, published several curious and interestiiig 
papers in the Philosophical Transactions. It was now 
he was engaged in the trigonometrical survey, and in coo* 
sideration of his services while thus employed he reoeived 
the brevet rank of major in 1801. He was employed fof 
many years in the education of cadets, both at Woolfrkk 
and Addiscombe, and in 1809 (then colonel) he wn 
appointed lieu tenant- j^OTexiiOT ol \>aft Woolwich AcadeoT* 

Colon el Mudgewas ipTeaeiite^ VvXJcl \Jtv^ ^«^e«ft ^ ^'^ 
by the Univeraity of ^diii\i\Mc%\i, wi^\»«wafc ^ 
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sioner of the Board of Longitude. Hia abilities were duly 
Bppreciated by foreigners, as he was elected a fellow of 
the Itoyal Academy of Sctencea at Copenhagen, and cor- 
respondent of the Eojal Inetitution of Paris. 

The King of Denmark presented him with a magnificent 
chronometer, and intended to hare honoured him with a 
more distinguished proof of his royal fav0)ir about the 
time of his decease. He died in Holies -street, London, 
on the i7th April, 1820. 

The third son of General Mudge (Zaehariah) also served 
in the Eoyal Artillery ; he reoeived his ooromisaion in 
1818, and died at Kingston, Upper Canada, on the 10th 
June, 1831. 

Not the leaat distinguished in practical science was the 
late William Sturgeon, who aerved his time as a gunner 
in the Kojal Artillery, and afterivards held rarioiis sima- 
tiona as a professor of natural philoaophy, a lecturer on 
electricity and magnetism, &a. 

He was bom of humble parents, at Whittingham, near 
Lancaster, in 1783, and was in early life apprenticed to a 
shoemaker. He thea served a short time in the militia, 
from which he voluntered into the Eojal Artillery. He 
was frequently solicited to become a non.com missioned 
officer, but his love of learning kept him from accepting 
the proffered honours, knowing that the extra duties con- 
sequent on promotion would deprive him of many hours 
of study. It is said that while he was on duty iu New- 
fonndland his curiosity was quickened by a terrific thun- 
derstorm, when he determined to become better acquainted 
with the causes of this wonderful phenomenon. 

The few books he obtained afforded him little informa- 
tion, and even the perasal of these showed bim that in 
education he was deficient in the elements esaential to 
physical investigation. With an energy and perseverance 
that cbaractt-riised him through life, he resolved to over- 
come these difficulties. Ho begiin at once the study of 
mathematics, of which he obtained an excellent knowledge ; 
he then cultivated the Latin aud Greek languages to an 
extent aufiicient to enable him to understand the me.ining 
and origin of scientific terms, and coin for himself such as 
he needed. French, German, aud Italian be studied with 
much ansiduity, that he might read the researches of the 
great Continental pliilosophers. These languages he read 
with considerable facility. 

Thus prepared he entered on 'Can sWiv cS ■a^V'ifBi. 
phi!oBOph_f-, of which he obtained « noiina Vnci-xXBi^^ 
The phenomena of electricity andmagoetisnv^^o.^. e^et "w** 
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greatest charm for him. Mr. Sturgeon's earliest essays 
on electro-ma^etism appeared in the " Philosophicied 
Magazine" in 1823 and 1824. 

In 1825 he received from the Society of Arts their silyer 
medal and the sum of thirty guineas for a set of improyed 
magnetical apparatus. In 1836 he commenced a perio- 
dical entitled " The Annals of Electricity, Magnetism, and 
Chemistry," of which he issued ten volumes. 

His essays have been collected and published in a quarto 
volume. 

Soon after he left the army he was appointed Professor 
of Natural Philosophy in the Military Academy at Addis- 
combe, where he continued to lecture until he went to 
Manchester to superintend the Victoria Gallery of Prac- 
tical Science. 

The pressure of the times occasioning the discontinnance 
of this institution, Mr. Sturgeon was left to the precariouB 
source of income arising from lecturing. After struggling 
with difficulties which would have weighed many men 
down, he was at length placed on the pension list by 
Lord John EusseU, with an income of 50^. a year; of 
which he lived to enjoy only one year and a quarter's 
payment. He died at Prestwich, near Manchester, <m 
the 8th December, 1850. 

Had he fought his way to renown in the artillery serrioe 
he might possibly have risen from the ranks to honour 
and fortune ; preferring the more enli£:htened and useful 
pursuits of science, he was left to shorten bis days by 
mtense pecuniary solicitudes, his only income being that 
received from his country (the sum of 621. 10«.) in the 
period of his want and decline. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

" Of most (lisaetrouB clisncs^ 

- Of mcniDg Hccideats b; flood aod gold ; 

Of BotreB vast, and desaita idle, 

Bongb quuriea, rocks, and Ullg whose heads tonoli hesTea." 

Shiespiabi. 
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BTkB," 1S34 EXrEDlIlON DP IHB IANa-T3E-EUAN0, 1S61. 

Is Anguat, 1795, a. detachment of the Eojal Artillery 
embarked on board the PkiUis transport, for Uie purpose of 
proceeding to Quebec to lill up the Tacancies by deaths, 
promotiouH, &c., which had occurred in the eonipauiea in 
Canada. The officers of this detachment were Lieutenants 
Douglas, Caddy, Barclay, Forbes, and Barnes. 

Th!ey had been at sea two montlia. and were in honrlf 
eipectation of sighting the coast of America, when, on the 
night of the lltli October, to their great horror, they dis- 
covered that the ship was amid breakers, running into the 

The crew were al! foreigners except two b^s, and a 
greater set of cowards could not have esisted. When the 
captain ordered them aloft to shako out a reef they Bp~ 
peared paralysed, and refused to obey him. " He knew 
there were brave men in the skip, however, and called for 

" One sprang into the shrouds on the instant — it was 
Lieutenant Douglas ; and his example drew out the two 
Snghsh cabin-boys, who followed him aloft, one helping 
to shake out a reef of the close-reefed maintop-sail, while 
the other loosed the maintop- gallant sail." Their exer- 
tions were of little avail, however, for after plunging and 
rocking for some time, the vessel was grappled by a wave 
and flung on a sunken rock. Again and again the ship 
struck the rock, each time with the same violence and the 
same terrible c fleet. 

The exertions of the officers and soldiet* ot 'lW^jss^ 
Artillery at this critical period are bejonil (B.-eTBlw». ^^"^ 
captain called on. the crow to maa liie ttctie Ko.iVo'S'^'^*^ 
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boat, but only three of them responded. These were 
joined by Lieutenants Douglas, Caddy, and Forbea ; but 
their united efforts could hardly get the boat over the side. 
It then seemed that'she would stave the ship, and Douglas 
lumped in to keep her off, followed by Forbes and Caddy. 
But the boat was already half full of water, and they were 
obliged to spring back, in doing which Douglas missed his 
footing and fell into the sea, and was only saved from a 
watery grave by the exertions of his comrade Forbes, who, 
when a wave lifted him up, grasped his ooUar and dragged 
him into the vessel. 

After a long night of agonizing suspense morning came 
(the 12th October), when it was discovered that the- shat- 
tered and sinking vessel was but fifteen yards from the 
land ; but the intervening space was studded with rocks, 
through which the high waves surged in floods, forming a 
cauldron of foam. Lieutenant Francis Barclay, seeing the 
situation, undertook to make fast a hawser to the shore, 
and thus rescue all. He took an affecting leave of his 
brother officers, gave one look round, and plunged into the 
sea. They watched for his reappearance, but only to see 
him throw up his arms and sink for ever. 

Lieutenant Barnes, who had posted himself in the fore- 
chains to watch the progress of his friend, was almost 
immediately afterwards washed into the sea. Many women 
and children were at this moment swept overboard by the 
waves. Sea upon sea struck the ship, and successive 
breakers carried off half a dozen others, Lieutenant Bar- 
clay's servant following his master, and bearing with him 
one of the boys who had accompanied Douglas alofl. 

Another night was spent on the wreck, during which 
the women were, with one exception, washed overboard ; 
and many of the men also lost their lives during that 
fearful night.'"' The weather moderated towards morning, 
when a rtSt was constructed, and the shore was reached 

* ''Some years after this event, as Douglas, then a major in tbt 

Horf>e Artillery, was going through the streets of Woolwich, he wai 

attracted by a crowd, and found a drunken man lying on tha 

ground, crying out, and moving his arms and legs as if swimminf. 

He saw that he was one of the party who had been with him in th« 

shipwreck, and touched his arm, when the man looked up, giTiatt 

him a vacant stare. ' Where were you on that night f asked 

Major Douglas. The man sobered in a moment. * I was by your 

side, sir, hanging on by the shrouds,' he answered. * Well, it*i aJl 

ower/ returned Major Douft\aR\ *^ou must be quiet bow.* H« 

aent bim te a lodging, and U\eA to YVwsfcVvvmKTi cnnA^tV^^iiif fcr 

his Jxuuntenaooe ; but noOang couVdi Vaas^ X2bA v^oc \^^^ \»^ 
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Za portion of the crew. These eatablished h bridge to 
wreck, by meana of whici all were brought safe to 
laud. j^^H 

' ' Thef landed on a irild bnt iibftov scene, ^^^H 

WlierB fen bu( Nature's footuteps jet had Imn." ^^^^H 

Coat OQ a shore bo desolate that there wad not a trace 
of bird or beaat, without sufficient food, and with very 
little hope of a vessel pasaing (as the ahorB was out of the 
track of narigation, and known as dangerous), their situa- 
tion was now very dreadful. The rocks all around were 
covered with snow, and, to add to their misery, when at 
night they huddled toifetber in the hope of obtnioing a 
little rest, the rain fell in torrents. Yet the two nighta 
ovthe wreck had caused such exhaustion that it prevailed 
over wet and cold, and all fell asleep. 

A frost set in, and all must have been frozen to death, 
only that they were awakened by the screams of the only 
Burvivintt woman — the wife of one of the artillerymen — 
who had started up mad. The poor creature raved and 
shrieked for some hours, and at last aaak and died ; and ao 
the last woman perished. 

After wandering about for some days {durinfr which 
many of the men perished) in the hope of penetrating into 
the country, they abandoned the enterprise, and returning 
to the landing- place, erected a beacon on the eiiffs. They 
then built a hut, which, however, afforded but little de- 
fence against the climate, and then it was observed that 
their slender stock of provisions would not long supply 
tlieir dole of food. Their sufferings increased every hour, 
and they lost their powers of endurance in proportion as 
they were most needed ; men inured to liardahip sinkinif 
under the cold and privation, and resigning themselves to 

A feeling of despair seized every breast as days and 
nights succeeded each other and brought no prospect of 
relief. Starvation might be said to have be(>un, when a 
about broke from the look-out on the cliff, and twenty 
voices echoed the cry^" A sail! n sail!" 

The vessel proved to be a trader to the (iabing settle- 
ments about Newfoundland, and was at Ihia time pro- 
ceeding to Great Jervis, to which port the castaways were J 
conveyed. They were now obliged to tnke up their J 
quarters amongtne ^hermen, who lived here among iea I 
diink, and it drove him mad. HaWnitweaiiiVSivs »Wi'u4^ai.*'&tB»t, 1 
snd tJien died."— /"uaom'* Lift nj Sir iloin<wd. DawjVi*. I 
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and si^ow, cut off from the world, and who received them 
most kindly, provicling them with clothing and other 
necessaries. This settlement maintained no commnnica* 
tion with Canada or any part of British America, so here 
they were obliged to wait till fortune should fayour them 
with the sight of a passing vessel. 

In April, 1796, however, n Newfoundland schooner was 
driven by a storm into the harbour of St. Pierre, and the 
captain, hearing that a party of shipwrecked soldiers were 
detained at the fishing-station, decided to go round and 
take them off. 

The commanding officer of the artillery at Quebec had 
been informed of tne departure of the Phillis from Eng- 
land, and began to feel alarmed for her safety, as the time 
passed when she should have arrived. Hopes were enter- 
tained up to the close of the navigation, when her non- 
appearance was reported to the governor-general, who 
requested the admiral commanding the squadron to ascer- 
tain if she had taken refuge in one of the seaports on the 
coast of Newfoundland, Cape Breton, or Nova Scotia j or 
whether there were any traces of her being wrecked on 
the Sable Bank.* 

The search proved fruitless, and it was concluded tfait 
the Phillis had gone down at sea with all hands. 

The excitement caused, therefore, when the sorvivon 
arrived at Halifax, can be " more easily imagined than de- 
scribed." Among those anxiously waiting to receive the 
survivors was Lieut.-Colonel John Barnes, K.A., whose 
son had perished in the' wreck. H.E.H. Prince Edward 
(Duke of Kent), who commanded the forces in Nova 
Scotia, instantly sent his aide-de-camp to bring up to his 
quarters any of the wrecked officers who might be in a 
state of health to attend. Lieutenants Douglas and Forbes 
were thereupon presented to his Royal Highness, who re- 
ceived them with the most gracious sympathy. He 
commanded them to dine^with him in the evening, on which 
occasion they were compelled to appear in the dresses 
supplied to them by the fishermen at Great Jervis. On 
the following morning the prince sent his secretary, Cap- 
tain Thomas Dodd, K.A.,T to offer them and their com^ 
panions surgical attendance, and whatever money, clothes, 
or other necessaries they might require. 

The survivors of the detachment of Eoyal Artillery left 

* Two officers of the Royal Artillery perished by shipwreck near 
this spot, — Lieutenant ThomoA ^\^^\^&SxvVl^&) ajid Lieatenaot 
Qeorge Mercer in 1799. 

t Pied in London, Z\iX^ ^ft,\%Vi» ««i^ w««qN.1-^'*v 
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Halifax in a West Indian Teasel, carryiog produce to 
Canada, and tliey arrived at their destioatioQ in Ju'y- 

Doui;ltt9 having reached the rank of major in the Eoyal 
Artillery, was in October, 1804, promoted into the Ime, 
receiviuff at tho same time a staff appo in traent. 

The death of his brother in 1809 raised him to the 
baronetcy, and as Sir Howard Douglaa he jb familiar to 
every EDf[li.^hmBn. Those who do not know of his aer- 
Ticea at Waleheren, in the Peninsnla, &.i!., are well ae* 
qiiainted with hia worka on " Military Bridses," " Naval 
Gnnnery," &c. He died NovemberSth, 1861, aged eigbty- 

Geoerai Thomas J. Forbes is now oolonel-coramandant 



of the 8lh hrieade, and the senior officer of the Coyal 
Artillery. Caddy, having reached the rank of major, sold 
out in 18-27. 

In 1832 an officer of the Eoyal Artillery — Lientenant 
A. J. Taylor,* — fully Euatained for his corps its well-earned 
motto, "TJbiqiie," by ascending the celebrated Peter Botte 
Mountain in the island of Manritiui, 

This mountain, one of the most extraordinary in its con- 
BK'f^tioQ- >a a pedestal of rock of a conical form, upwards 
of 300 feet hifjn, at the top of which is an enormoua mass, 
of globular shape, forming the head of the mountain. At 
the bottom of the pedestal a narrow atrip of land runa out, 
about six feet broad and twenty yarda long, on two sides 
of which a precipice goes down direct 1600 feet to the 
plain, the other aide being a veij steep wooded gorge. 

An ascent to the summit of this mountain had gene- 
rally been considered impracticable ; and although a 
tradition existed of a man of the name of Peter Botte 
having effected it, and losing his life in returning, it was 
not generally believed. The ascent was frequently at- 
tempted by both Englishmen and Frenchmen during the 
early years of the present century, but it was left for the 
bolcl adventurers of 1833 to accomplish the feat. 

On the 6th September in that year a party of four 
persons,— Captain Lloyd, C.E.. Lieutenant Phillpots, 39th 
regiment, Lieutenant Keppet,B.N.,and Lieutenant Taylor, 
ll.A.^ — accompanied by a few negroes, atarted from Port 
Louie, and spending tue night in a house at the foot of tbs 
mountain, eariy on the 7th commenced their pertlons 
journey. 

After considerable esertion the neck was reached, aiid. 
then arose the question how to plaiie t,Vi.e\«A.iei* wa %ai "w* 

• Tie present luapeotot-deiiewl <A (ii\ffliwi - 
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reach the top. The head, which is an enormous mass of 
rock, about thirty-five feet in height, orerhangs its base 
many feet on every side. A ledge of tolerably level rock 
runs round three sides of the base, about six feet in 
width, bounded everywhere by the abrupt edge of the 
precipice, except in the spot where it is joined by the ridge 
up which these bold adventurers climbed. With great 
difficulty and danger (Captain Lloyd having trusted his 
life to a single rope held by the others) a ladder was 
placed against the side of the head, up which they all 
scrambled, and in an instant " Old England's" flag soared 
freely and gallantly on the redoubted Peter Botte. 

Though they had kept their expedition secret, it was by 
some means made known, and the excitement in Port 
Louis and the harbour was intense. No sooner was the 
flag seen flying from the summit of the mountain than 
the battery and the ships in the harbour saluted, and the 
shouts of the astonished natives could be faintly heard b? 
those above, who were drinking King William's health 
and dancing round the flag, almost frantic with delight at 
having achieved their object. They dined on the shoulder, 
and after dark discharged three rockets and burnt blue 
lights, and then rolled themselves up in their blankets and 
laid down to sleep in Peter Botte's neck. 

After spending a miserable night, during which they 
drank all their brandy, but without being able to keep oufc 
the cold, they arose at daybreak, and, fixing a barrel in 
which they placed a long staff with the Union Jack upon 
the summit of the mountain, they commenced their 
return, and after a long and somewhat troublesome 
descent, arrived on terra firma without one accident 
(except losing some blankets) having occurred. 

Two officers of the Koyal Artillery have since ascended 
this mountain, — Lieutenant Swinney in 1848, and Lieu- 
tenant G. Burgmann in 1864. 

In 1833 an expedition, of which Captain (now Sir 
George) Back, R.N. was the leader, was despatched from 
England to the Arctic Regions in the hope of obtaining 
some intelligence of Captain Ross and his crew, who had 
been absent from home since May, 1829, and of whom 
no information had been received since their departure. 
Captain Back arrived at Montreal in April, and while there 
he was waited on by Captain Anderson,* R.A., who inti- 
mated the eager desire of several of his best men to 
Bccomp&ny the expedil'ion. 

• The preaeMMaioi-Qseiviewl'^ . ^. ka.^«n«^ 



Having but a few undiaciplined men under hia com- 
mand, Cftptttin Baclt lost no time in appljing to Lord 
Aylmer, the Boyemor- general, who at once granted per- 
miBsion for four men of Captain Anderson's company to 
be attached tit tlie part; under hie command, 

" Strengthened by tliese volunteera," writea Back, " I fult 
that I had now a check on any that miaht hereafter prore 
refractory, as weli as the comfortable assurance of having 
those with me on whom I could rely ia the utmoat need.' 

The four men who accompanied Captain Back were 
Gunners John Eoaa, William Malley, Hugh Carron, and 
David Williamson. The latter was discharged on account 
of ill-health, and afteritards died. The following extracts 
from Back's journal will show that officer's anxiety con- 
cerning him ; — 

"The seriouB apprehension raised in my mind about 
the fate of David Williamaou, the artilleryman, who had 
been bo lately discharged, was infinitely worae. It ap- 
peared that he had left the fishery witli bis cotnpunions, 
and two Indiana aa guides i but, bein;; a slow walker and 
much encumbered with useless baggage of his own, be 
Lad one day set out first, the route being quite straight ; 
while the others, knowing that they conld easily overtake 
him, had loitered in their encampment, perhaps an hour 
a.fter big departure. Aware of his eccentricity, they were 
not alarmed at not seeing him for the better part of the 
day ; but as the evening drew in, their feara were excited, 
and one of the Indians retraced his way, in order to ba 

Juite sure that he was not behind among the islands. 
[ia search was fruitless, and he very properly returned 
with the information to the fishery, Mr. M'Leod lost 
not ft moment in selecting another tndiau to accompany 
the same person, directing lliem to use the utmost vigi- 
lance, and holding out the promise of a considerable 
reward to whoever should find him. With such an 
inducement, it was not likely they would leave any part • 
nnexamiued ; and accordingly, after an absence of three 
or four days, they returned to the fishery with the 
assurance that lie had not stopped between their last 
encampment and the islands, from which the traverse ia 
made to the south shore ; on the contrary, they concluded 
that he had crossed over and made the best of his way to 
Fort Besolution. For my own part I much doubted thia ; 
bat, at all events, it was consolatory to know that he had 
a compass, and was not destitute of pKniavitia. 
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the fishery, and brought with them the melancholy tidiBgs 
that the Indians had been at Fort Besolution without 
hearing anything about poor Williamson, who, it was now 
conjectured, must have got bewildered among the islandf 
away from the track, or met with some accident so as to 
incapacitate him from making a fire and thereby indica- 
ting his situation. 

" The faint hope I had entertained of poor Williamson 
beinga live was extinguished by the intelligence that his 
body had been found and interred by Mr. M*Leod. The 
unhappy man was discovered lying on the ground, with a 
few sticks near him, not far from his fire. He had died, 
it seemed, from famine, aided perhaps by the despon- 
dency observable in his conduct for some months pre- 
vious to his discharge. The cause of this dejection we 
were unable to discover ; but so melancholy was he, that 
in the autumn before the house was built, and when we 
were all encamped around it, instead of associating with 
his comrades, he built himself a hut with pine branches, 
in which he ate his solitary meal ; and frequently in the 
stillness of the night, when most others were at rest, this 
extraordinary man would be found sitting before his dwell- 
ing, with his eyes intently fixed on the dying embers of 
his fire. He did little duty of any kind, and was treated 
with uniform kindness by the whole of the people, who 
called him 'poor David,' seeming to regard him as one in 
deep distress of 'mind, whom they were bound to pity. 
As it often happens to those who go astray, he was but a 
short distance from the fishery he had left, and to which, 
as was conjectured by his having followed a track made 
by some of our men but two days before the ice broke up, 
he was endeavouring to return.*' 

Malley was particularly useful to Captain Back. 

While descending the narrow and encumbered stream 
of the Savannah, he slipped ofi* a floating tree as he was 
attempting to open a passage for the canoes, and narrowly 
escaped being drowned ; but he bore the accident with so 
much indifference and good -humour as to call forth the 
admiration of Paul (an old Canadian), who at once 
predicted that he would make a good voyageur. 

So much confidence was placed in him by Captain Baek 

that on one occasion when the search was being made fof 

the TLJew-ee-ehoh,* Malley was the only Englishman 

iriio accompanied the comm8iXidLe;T, ^^ oaxioQ being 

♦ Great Fidi'BA^w* 
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manned bj e, Cuniiclian, tffo half- breeds, and two Indians. 
Having discovered tlie river, Caplain Bauk proceeded to 
descend it, and oa the 6th. September he discovered a 
lake, about forty miles long and tvcelve broad at tha 
widest part ; and, saya Back, "out oF reepect to the dis- 
tinsuiahed corps to which some of my crew helon>ri;d, 
and from a grateful remembrance of tlie deep interest 
inanifeBted by its offioera (Colonel Godby,* Captain 
Anderson, Lieutenants Tjlden. and CranfurdJ for the 
sacceBS of the expedition, and of their friendly oourtesiea 
to myself, I called it ' Artillery Lake,' * 

A deep, perpendicular fall rushin|r betn~een monntainoua 
rocks inio a vast chasm, and formiuK part of the river 
Ah-hel-des.'ay, was named after Captain Anderson, B,A, 

It was not till Jnne, 1834, that the expedition started 
towards the Polar Sea. After a few hours march Malley 
became so ill as to be unable to proceed. Captain Back, 
however, ansious to make the best use of the fine weather 
with which ihey were blest at this time, requested Dr- 
Ein;; and one of the men to stay witli him, ufin^ their 
diseretion in coming forward; wWe he pushed on with 
the remaining party. Captain Back afterwards sent three 
men to bring up Malley, who, howerer, was unable to 
perform any duty for several days. 

On one occasion while a party were hauling up a boat 
(in doing which ihey were obuged to paas along the 
margin of ice nearest the stream), the ice gave way, and 
Hugh Carron broke through, aud sank over his beaS ; his 
next companion fortunately looked behind him at the mo- 
ment, and on his reappearance instantly seized him by the 
arm, and saved him from being swept away by the current. 

Malley at one time lost himself among the swamps and 
rocis, and was absent for several hours. A party was sent 
in search of him, but he chanced to find his own way back 
to the main body, who had just accomplished the perilous 
task of descending a rapid. " Such incidents (among voya- 
geurt)," says Captain Back, " generally aflbrd a name to 
the spot where they happen ; so, to conform to the usage, 
I called this ' Malley's Kapid.' " 

Having reached the mouth of the river, on the 2nd 
August, an island was discovered wiiich was named by 
Bade " ikontreal Island," and about a fortnight after- 
wards, the party baring crossed the sea and estabiisUed 
themselves on land whicli was named aflrer the k.\n%i 
;• William IV.," it was determinci Wi teWTa, 

K^ • Died at Island Bridge, DabUii, Bsjcamtoet Vt , "Vi^ - 
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It was on Xing William's Land that the relics of the 
Franklin expedition were discovered by Captain M'CIin- 
tock in 1859 ; and on Montreal Island the last suryivor of 
that ill-fated party is reported by the Esqaimanx to hare 
perished. 

While on King William's Land (A.agast 17th), Captain 
Back writes, '* I had long observed a depression of spiritB 
in my steersmen, which I had attributea to the novelty of 
their situation, bat I could not account for the gloom 
which now spread itself as if by infection over the rest ; 
except, indeed, tUB artillerymen, whose steady conduct 
was such as to deserve the highest commendation." Cap- 
tain Back having heard of the safety of Captain Hoss and 
his crew before he ascended the Great Fish Biver, and 
having by his discoveries added another link towarda the 
completion of the northern shore of the American con* 
tinent, he now deemed it advisable to return. The whole 
of his party, except Gunner Williamson, returned safe to 
Fort Beliance (a post of the Hudson's Bay Company), 
from whence they started for Canada, and from thenoe 
proceeded home, arriving in Liverpool on the 8th Sep* 
tember, 1835. 

On the 5th Augnst, 1854, the freight-ship Polar Star, 
having on board Lieutenant Temple, Sergeant Christie, 
Corporal Marjouram, two bombardiers, and twenty-five 
gunners of the Eoyal Artillery, sailed from Gravesend for 
New Zealand. 

They had a prosperous voyage until the 30th Sep- 
tember, when, in 31^ S. lat. and 35° W. long., Ihey were 
overtaken by a heavy gale of wind, which did consider* 
able damage to the vessel. 

About half-past eight o'clock on the following morning 
(Sunday, lat October) the fearful crv of "Fire!" wai 
heard sounding through the ship ; and in a few moments 
smoke was issuing from every hatchway. Every one was 
now seen running wildly to and fro : some with only 
a blanket round them, and others half dressed ; women 
calling for their children, and wives for their husbands. 
The women and children were soon hurried into the 
cabin, which was on the npper deck, and the crew, male 

Eassengers, and soldiers, began to throw water down the 
old. But it was soon discovered that such a proceeding 
was useless, as the fire was fast increasing, and the men 
were in danger of being suffocated. 
I , The captain then gave orAeTft \.o\)«L\X«\i do^u the hatchet. 
Despair was visible on everj iac©, ^\i^\^ ^v3ti «iA ^S. 
expected that death wo\ild ftoon ^uV. wi wA \ft >^i«a \«wa. 
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One of the women, who had heen ill all the Tojage, be- 
came 80 alarmed that she died ; and the fire was spreading 
so rapidly that in a short time her hody Has consumed in 
the berth where it lay. The boats in the ship were not 
capable of holding more than half the paasengers; hesidea 
which, a heavy sea was running that wonld have swamped 
any hoat the very instant it touched the water. 

All were now on deck, while every hatchway and creyice 
was securely stopped — so securely, indeed, that the car- 
penter was obliged to bore small holes, in the deck, into 
which funnels were ineertcd and watef poured through. 
The pumps were then set to work to discharge it from the 
hold, returning it through the fnnnelti. In the evening 
the crew and the artillerymen were told offinio two watches. 
Lieutenant Temple and Sergeant Christie having charge 
of the first, and ihe first mate and Corporal Murjuuram of 
the second : they relieTed each other every two hours. 

Monday came and passed away without an; BiL;n of relief. 

Crouched on the deck, exposed to a burning sun by 
day, chilled by damp winds at night, with very little to 
eat and no fresh water to drink, the situation of ail on 
board was terrible. 

Itwaa also known that the fire was gaining on them, as 
the water pumped from the hold was quite hot. 

Tupsday c-amc, and with it unmistakable eTidonce of the 
progress of the fire. The pitch was beginning to melt in 
the deck-seama, and the water was becoming too hot for 
the hand. 

At length evening drew on, when, about six o'clock, the 
blessed cry arose, '"A sail on the weather bowl" All 
lungs and throats were instantly strained, and three vehe- 
ment cheers resounded over the waters. Having a little 
powder ill reserve, it was quickly used in the guns ; but 
as these did not attract attention two blue-lights were fired 
from the deck, and one — their lust — from the fore-yard. 
After a weary ten minutes' interval, a similar light was 
witnessed burning from the deck of the other vessel. Now 
woke up the grateful hymn, "Prabe God from whom all 
blessings flow !" The deliverer was soon seen bearing 
down upon them, and in half an hour ihej were hailed 
by— 

" Ship ahoy !" 

" Hallo 1" 

" Do you want any assistance ?" 

" Tes." 

"AH right. rUgo sboutftndWeto." 

^fcoatn-MJowered, which vraBsoOtt8ieiti?,ftv\o*CviaNa'*B 
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She proved to be the Annamooha, bound to Cadiz from 
Callao with a cargo of guano. 

The women and children were taken on board at ODce, 
though the difficulty in transporting them from ship to 
ship was very great. A very heavy sea was running, and 
the night was so dark that at times neither of the vessels 
could be distinguished. 

On the following morning (October 4th) the captain of 
the AnnamooJca paid a visit to the Polar Star, and at 
once recommended instant departure from the burning 
vessel. The boats being all ready, the order was given to 
open the hatches and make a speedy retreat. 

The men had barely got into the boats before the pent-up 
flames raced along the main deck with great fury ana 
caught the rigging, and in less than ten minutes the main* 
mast went over the side, tearing the fore top and mizen* 
top with it, and ripping up the decks, so giving greater 
vent to the maddened flames. In two or three minutes 
all the masts went over, and the vessel was in a livid sheet 
of flame from stem to stem. 

The Annamooka now steered for St. Helena, where she 
arrived eighteen days afterwards; those from the Polar 
Star having sufi'ered from want of food, clothing, and 
accommodation. 

On Sunday morning, 22nd October, the company of 
artillery at St. Helena having heard from Lieutenant 
Temple (w ho went ashore in a boat on the previous day) of 
the inability of the detachment to land for want of clothes, 
sent on board a quantity of old jackets, trousers, boots, 
&c.; but, notwithstanding their generous aid, the soldiers 
made but a sorry appearance. 

The following extract from the St. Selena Jfferald will 
convey an idea of the state of the artillerymen who were 
rescued from the Polar Star : — 

" The troops were landed about nine o'clock in the 
morning, and they indeed seemed to have lost their alL 
Some ^ere without shoes, some without caps, and others 
without jackets. Some were dressed in clothes which bad 
evidently not been made for them, and all, in their soiled 
and worn-out attire, presented a most melancholy spec- 
tacle. Their viives and children, too, were distressinglr 
ill provided for. Nor were the passengers any better off; 
they had to leave all behind them, and were only too 
tliankful to escape with their lives." 

The detachment remamed «it St. Helena until the 24tli 
Febru&ry, 1855, wbenlYie^ emViwVe^ oyiXwi^x^vVkft Seika 
(a vebflei lately taken iiom t^ie ^\JA«v^as^ lot '^\\.^^3MaJL 
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They landec! nt Woolwinh on tlie 1.3th April, and early in 
SeptambiT again embarked for New Zealand, where they 
arrived in safety on tbe 3rd January, 1856. 

In the latter part of the year 1860 peace was concluded 
with China. 

A party of Britiah officers took advantage of this, and 
endeavoured to reach India by way of China and Thibet, 
croaeing the Himalaya mountaina; at the same time it 
waa their intention to survey the unesplored river Yang- 
tze- kiant;- 

Captain Blakiaton, Koyal Artillery, was generally looked 
upon aa the leader of this expedition, though that officer 
diBclaims all right to that distinction, affirming that the 
idea originated aimultaneously with himself and another 
of the party. 

Lieut. -Colonel Sarel, 17th Lancprn, with Captain Blakis- 
tiin, a medical olGcer, and a chaplain, obtained leave of 
abgesce, and, at their own expenae, began (he exploration 
ofthe Yang-lse-kiang. Thejfltarled on the 11th February, 
1861. accompanied for 800 miles by a portion of the British 
fleet under Admiral Hope. 

Farting from the ships on the 16th March, they embarked 
in a jnnk, manned by natives, in trhich the; proceeded a 
distance of 1800 miles, arriving at Pingshan on tlio 25th 
May. Here iheir progress was stopped by the Chinese, 
who fired upon them, compelling them to retire. 

It was afterwards ascertained that the Chinese, being 
ia expectation of an attack from the rebela, were terribly 
afraid of tin.' few EnHJisihmen who had dared to penetrate 
BO far into their country. 

The defenaive preparations of the Pingshanese proved 
to be very necessary ; for during the night the town was 
attacked by ihe rebels, who kept up a fire tiU three a.u. 
on the 36th, which waa recommenced in the form of a 
regular siege two boors afterwsrda. 

Our eiptoratora now found it impossible to proceed; 
they remained, however, till the morniQEof the 30th May, 
when thej began their return journey, leaving the rebels 
blazing away at Fingshan. Captain BlakisCon and hig 
friends arrived at Nankin on the 4th July, and reached 
BJianghai— the mouth of t!ie river— on the 9th. i 

Though their object waa unaccomplished, these bold fl 
exploratora made valuable additions to our knowledge of M 
China and the Chinese, which were acknowledg,cd fe-^ ^3tu6 M 
Eoyal Geographical Society, bolt in v\ie\i ■^e.-^ta raSi. '^^ 1 
tbe preaentatioa to Captain Blakiaton ol V\ib ■^ft.vwjii* i*P™- I 
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CHAPTEE XXI. 

^' Since nought so stockish, hard, and fall of rage, 
But music for the time doth change his natare." 

Shakspkabb. 



MUSIC IN THE ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

MUSIO IN THB BRITISH ARMT — BISTORT OF THB ROTAL ABTXILBBT 
BAKD — COLOHBL QUIST — MB. M 'KBNZIB-7-LOBD BLOOMFIBLD — 
SIMS BBBYBS, BTO. 

Fhom the earliest times the trumpet and drum have heen 
considered warlike instruments, and their animating strainft 
have always accompanied armies into the field — 

** The sounds of trumpet and of drum, 
That makes the warrior's stomack come ; 
Whose noise whets valour sharp, like beer 
By thunder turned to yinegar ; 
(For if you hear a trumpet sound or drum beat^ 
Who has not a month's mind to combat ?)" 

The employment of other music in armies is neither bo 
ancient nor so universal. The army of William the Con- 
queror was accompanied by minstrels, the chief of whom, 
named Taillefer, a gipjantic Norman (who waa minstrel, 

i'uggler, and champion), at the battle of Hastings spurred 
lis horse to the front of the van, and sang with a loud 
voice the songs which immortalized the* valour of Charle- 
magne and Eoland ; and as he sang he performed featf 
with his sword, throwing it into the air with great force 
with one hand, and catching it with the other. The 
Kormans repeated the burden of the song with shouts of 
" Dieu aide P Taillefer in the struggle killed two Saxoni ; 
but in attacking a third he was mortally wounded, and 
having sung his last war- song, he crossed nimself and was 
at peace for ever. 

The earliest mention of bands being attached to th« 
British army is in a document dated St. Quintin's, 1557 
(reign of Queen Mary), when a charge is made for^- 

40 sergeants of banda at \.^q\^q ^\icq l^cr diem 
40 drummers »« «« «^ 

40 fyfers t» « 



«« 
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We also find the following rulea laid down, by one 
Ealph Smith :— 

" All (^aptaines must have irorames and fSfes and men 
to use the same, wlioe should be falthfull, aeerett^, end 
intienious, of able personage to use their iiiBlrumenta and 
o&ee, of Bundrie languages ; for oftenlinies the; bea sent 
to parley with their enemies, to Bomtuon tlieire fforta and 
dyverse other measagea, whii'h of necesnitie reqiiireth lan- 
guage. If such drommes and ffiftis should fortune to fall 
into the hands of the eoemieB, noe giiifte nor force should 
cause them to diacloae any seorettea that they knows. 
They must ofte practice theire instruments, teach Ihe 
Dompanye the sonndea of the marche, allnrum. approache, 
aasaulte, battaile, retreate, akirmifhe, or any other callings 
that of necessitie should be knowen. The/masl be obe- 
dient« to the commandemente of theire caplaiue and en- 
signe, nhen as they shall oomniand them to comme, goe, 
or atande, or fiounde theire retreate or collinge." 

The old Eogliah march was formerly in high estima- 
tion, as well abroad as with ua ; its dmracterietic is dignity 
and gravity, in which respect it ditfers greatly from the 
Prent'h. which is brisk and alert. 

_ Sir liager Williams, a gallant soldier of Elizaheth'a 
time, had a conversation with the Erench marshal Blron 
on the subject of Eogliah marches. 

The marshal observed that the English maroh was slow, 
heavy, and aluggish. " That may be true," answered Sir 
Boger ; " but, slow as it is, it has traversed your master'a 
oountry from one end to the other." 

Tlie fifers were dispensed with about the time of 
Charles I., drums and trumpets bcitjg retained for field 
purposes. In the eatimatea for the train of artillery in 
1620 (James I.) there is one drummer at one shilling;, and 
one trumpeter at two shillings per diem, but in the esti- 
matea for 1639 (Charles I.) they are omitted. 

The use of fifes was revived by the Duke of Cumber- 
land at the termination of the nur in Flanders, in 1747, 
the !Royal Artillery being the first regiment to which they 
were attached.* 

During the campaign in Flanders the great kettledrums, 
mounted on a triumphal car finely ornamented and drawn 
by six horses, marched at the head of the artillery, and on 
arrival in camp they were placed before the quarters of 
the Duke of Cumberland, and the artillery guoB -^^xVc^ 
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round them. John TJlrich, a Hanoverian, was brotight 
from Flanders by Colonel Belford for the purpose of 
instructing the hfers of the artillery, who progressed 
favourably, and were soon employed to march at the head 
of the regiment. 

At a review of the corps in the Green Park, on the 13th 
June, 1753, it was headed by a drum-major, ten drummers, 
and sixteen fifers. 

The band was originally formed by Colonel Phillips 
and the officers of the regiment in Germany, in 1762, the 
following being the articles of agreement upon which the 
musicians were engaged. The original is written in English 
and German, the last article being added by Colond 
Phillips himself :— 

" 1. The band to consist of eight men, who must also be 
capable to play upon the violoncello, bass, violin, and flute, 
as other common instruments. 

" 2. The regiment's musick must consist of two trumpets, 
two French horns, two bassoons, and four hautbois or 
clarinetts ; these instruments to be provided by the regi- 
ment, but kept in repair by the head musician. 

" 3. The musicians will be looked upon as actual soldiers, 
and cannot leave the regiment without a formal discharge, 
The same must also behave them according to the artides 
of war. 

"4i. The aforesaid musicians will be clothed by the 
regiment. 

** 5. So long as the artillery remains in Germany esdi 
musician to have ten dollars per month, but the two 
French horns to have twelve dollars per month, out of 
which they must provide their own bread ; but when they 
arrive in England each musician to receive one shiUing, 
the two French horns one shilling and twopence per day ; 
this payment to commence at their arrival in England. 

" 6. The musicians shall be obliged to wait upon the 
commanding officer so often as he shall desire to have 
musick, without any hope of gratification, but if they shall 
be desired to attend upon any other officer they are to 
have a ducat per night, out in England half a guinea. 

" 7. Should the aforesaid musicians be taken sick thflj 
are to be attended by the surgeon of the regiment, for 
which they are to allow fivepence farthing sterling montUy 
to be given out of their wages. 

" 8. The two French horns will enter into pay as looa 
as they sign the articVes, \\ie ^oc^j o^VJci^cAker sizmusidasi 
to commence as soon aa iVie^ ww^ «X^iJt\a onrn^. 
" 9. [la the band^wiitABi^ ol CioVsimSi "^[ysSiM^:^ ^^w^ 
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Tided the musicians are not fouad to be good per- 
formers at tlieir arrival they will be diaeliargej, and at 
their own espenae. Tbis is meant to niake the peraon 
yiho engHgea the musicians careful in his choice. 
' "W.Phillips, 

"Lient.-Col. Comdt. of British Artillerj," 

"When the fourth battalion was raised in 1771, the band 
was taken over and subscribed for bj Colonel Ord and 
the ofiicers of the battalion ; but the foilowing year the 
battalion waa ordered to America, whea the officers 
remaining at home agreed to keep up the band. In 1774, 
however, it was taken over by the masler-Kcneral, and 
placed upon the establishment of tlie regiment; two 
musicians at Is. G^d. per diem being mustered with each 
battalion, and a bandmaster at 3s. Gd. per diem, to rank as 
an additional staff sergeant of the first battalion. 

An Englishman named Bennett waa the bandmaster in 
1780, but I have not been able to discover if he was the 
first who held the appointment. 

In 1782, Mr. Wedle, a foreigner, became master of the 
band, and it was under his tutelage that it began to assume 
that position which it has proudly held for so many years. 

The string band espeoialiy improved, and Pleyel s and 
Haydn's symplioniea, overtures, quartetts, &e. were per- 
formed in adaition to the lisht musio which had hitherto 
been the principal feature of the orohestral perforin an cea. 

The band was also considerably angmented. two addi- 
tional musicians being raised with the fifth battalion in 
1794, and a number of young men being attached as 

When the Royal Irish Artillery was incorporated with 
the Eojal Artillery, in 1801, the whole band of the former, 
numbering about thirty-five, was sent lo Woolwich, and 
the host musit^iuns (among whom were the late Sergeants 
Collins* and Wilkinuon, and the late fife- Major Collins) 
were retained, and three or four of the old band (those 
leaet proficient) were discharged. 

By this meaoH the band was increased to twenty-four, 
and received valuable acquisitions in individual musicians. 

Mr. Weille was disi'barged in ISO'2, with a pension of 
3*. Sd. per diom. He then became bandmaster of a 
dragoon regiment, and afterwards of the Buatiex militia, 
subsequently retiring to Hanover, his native tCTiiAi-^ , 
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where he died. He was succeeded by another German, 
named Scbnuphass, a gentleman not distinguished for his 
musical abilities. He died in 1805, when M. Eishenherdt 
became bandmaster. 

About this time the band was placed under the sole 
command of Colonel Charles Adolpn Quist, the command- 
ing officer of the E.iding-house Establishment, and to him 
was due, in a great measure, the excellence to which the 
band attained in the early years of the present century. 

He was a natural son of Gustavus of Sweden, who was 
assassinated by Aukerstrom, and is described as " a verj 
handsome man, very erect, hair always in powder, whilst 
a thin queue nearly reached to the sash whicn encompassed 
his taper waist." 

In 1810 M. Eishenherdt married a lady with a fortune, 
and leaving the service, retired to Greenwich, where he 
afterwards died. 

At the recommendation of Colonel Quist the c<yrponil 
of the band, Mr. George M'Kenzie, was appointed to the 
vacant position of bandmaster, which he nlled in a most 

Eraiseworthy manner for thirty-five years. To him. and 
is successors is due the present enviable fame of the 
band, and it is worthy of note that the best bands in the 
British army are nearly always under the contr(d of 
Englishmen. 

George M*Kenzie was the son" of a non-commissioned 
officer of the Royal Artillery who served in the war of 
the American Eevolution, and was wounded at the battle 
of Guildford. It was during this campaign (in a hut at 
Eort Brooklyn, Long Island) that the future bandmaster 
was born. 

Shortly after his birth an incident occurred the recital 
of which may perhaps prove interesting. About ten 
o'clock one very cold night in the winter of 1780~1, Mrs. 
M'Kenzie was sitting with her infant on her knee, when 
she was startled by a tremendous rap on the door, which 
immediately opened, and three young fellows, apparently 
sailors, entered the hut and shut the door quickly after 
them. 

They laughed immoderately, and laying a handkerchief 

on the table containing something evidently very heavy, 

asked for some brandy. It was supplied, and pajiog 

handsomely for it, they proceeded to enjoy it, maJkiD^ 

frequent allusions (one to the other) to the contents of tht 

handkerchief, and \auft\\\n^ \iftw\\W meanwhile. On 

leavinfT they very warmXy l\iw\Vfe^ Mi.T%. '^'^^\vto for 

the fliieJter she had afforded \itiem, %«.i>si% ^^ \Miftw 
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dered them a Rreat serrice. One of them, atepping back 
to her, said, " If yoQ should erer want anything done for 
tbia child, ask for the officer who ia now the eenior mid- 
Bhipman of the Frince George." The next mornioK New 
York woa in alarm, and a large reward was offered for tlie 
" person or persona who had knocked the head off the 
statue of William Pitt and carried it away." 

Frinoe William, Duke of Clarence, was at this time 
ierving as midahipnian on board Admiral Digby'a ship, 
the J'rince George, though no inquiries were ever made 
BB to whether his royal highnesB was one who had taken 
shelter in the artilleryman's hut at Fort Brooklyn. 

Fifty-five yeara afterwarda, when the king (William IV.) 
was speaking to Mr. M'Kenzie, he asked him of hia pa- 
rentage and the place of his' birth, and doubtleaa his 
Jnajeaty thought of the Pitt'a head adventure when he 
received tlie bandmaster's answera. 

George M Kenzie was enrolled as a fifer in 1792, and 
the following vear was sent on the reoruiting service to 
Brecknock iu Wales. Here he was taken notice of by the 
organist of St, David'a (pariah church), who bein^ greatly 
interested in the boy gave him gratuitous lesaons tn music, 
and imparted to him a taate for the higher branches of 
that science. 

In 1795 he was taken into the band a^ a supernumerary, 
and gradually worked hia way — first to musician, then to 
corporal, and finally to maater. Mr. M'Kenzie, having 
bad every opportunity of observing where there was room 
for improvement in the government of the band, with the 
asaiatance of Colonel Quiat at once proceeded to introduce 
many new featurca in the performances of the music. 
Weekly concerts in the officers' mesa-room, and a singing 
class in the band, were among hia earliest establishments. 
The former were got up at Colonel Quist'a enggestion. 
He, being an amateur of no mean order, with the asaiat- 
ance of other officers who were able to play, obtained the 
aervicea of some of the moat diatinguiahed musicians in 
London to lead them, and with the principal members of 
the band was enabled to get up c-oncerts of the highest 
order. Spagnoletti, Mori, Lindley, and Droaet iho 
flautist were among the professionals who conducted the 
early concerts at the mess-room ; and among the most 



distingaishod amateurs may be mentioned Sir Benjamin, 
afterwards Lord BloomEeld. This olHcer owed hia intro- 
duction at court to his musical talen\,B. B-e ^ta aXvaviSR^ 
nant in the E.oyiil Artillery, and Viy chMiCB^vu"^^"*^^"*' 
bis companjhi Brightoa. The Eyiqcb ol^ tiei.-w'wa 



J 
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always fond of music, 'then gave frequent concerts at the 
Pavilion. Some one happened to mention that a young 
officer of the artillery was a proficient on the violoncello ; 
an invitation was sent» the royal amateur was pleased, the 
visits became more frequent, and the fortune of the young 
lieutenant was assured. 

In the 3rear 1806, Bloomfield (at that time major of 
Horse Artillery) became a gentleman attendant upon his 
royal highness. For an office in the household of that 
illustrious personage Major Bloomfield was pre-eminently 
qualified. In a rapid appreciation of human character, in 
a familiar acquaintance with the best society, few men ex* 
ceeded him. His useful qualities were very soon perceived 
by George IV., who speedily advanced him to the rank of 
chief equerry and clerk marshal. But even at that point 
his promotion did not stop. In the year 1815 he received 
the honour of knighthood. In 1817 he succeeded Sir John 
M'Mahon as receiver-general of the duchy of Cornwall, 
keeper of the privy purse, and private secretary to hii 
patron, who was then Prince Regent, and at the same 
time was sworn a member of the privy-council. For t 
period of five years from that date he was the confidential 
adviser of the prince, and was, so to speak, the chief exe- 
cutive officer of his administration. In 1822 he was sent 
as minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary to 
the King of Sweden, upon which occasion he received the 
distinction of a civil grand cross of the Bath. On his re- 
turn in 1825 he was raised to the rank of a baron in the 
peerage of Ireland by the title of Lord Bloomfield, and in 
the meantime his military promotion proceeded without 
interruption. 

After the death of George TV, he assumed the command 
of the Eoyal Artillery at Woolwich, in the exercise of 
which important office he was long known and much re- 
spected. 

The king left many of his musical instruments to Lord 
Bloomfield, and they were placed by him in the care of 
the Boyal Artillery band. Several of them, including a 
maguificeDt violoncello, are still in use. 

His lordship was greatly interested in the performaoee 

of the band, and used every efibrt to improve it. On one 

occasion when it was playing in the Arsenal, Lord Bloon- 

field was so displeased at the inattention paid to the piaoo 

passages that he came out of his quarters in a rage, and 

Aseuming the office oC condMctAT, made the pertormen 

repeat the piece they were p\«L^*\v\%, nsWV vviOti ^xv^iiAaoq tv 

the marks that the effect, ^aa eVecXxvi?^, 1^^ V'^^^'^ 
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flute very well, and had played eoneertoa, &/:. at concerta 
in Fraiite; but that inatrument boing diataateful to the 
Prince Segent, he devoted his whale attention to the 
violoncello. He frequently played Bolos on that initru- 
ment at the mene contrerts, and occaaionally took part in a 
duet witb Liudlcy, bis pcrformauce beiog only second to 
that eminent inBtrumentalist. His lordship's memory is 
revered at Woolwich, where hia numeroaa uaoatontatioua 
acts of charity worked such general good. He was the 
founder of the regimental schools for children of aoldiera 
belonging to the Ordnance corps, and muoh of bis atten- 
tion was beitowed upon them ; the children, who looked 
upon him as a village pastor is generally looked upD)i by 
his little flock, feeling they had reached tlie summit of 
human ambition if tbej were patted on the head by Lord 
Bloom&eld. 

He resigned his appointment aa commandant of Wool- 
wich garrison in the early part of ISlti, and died in Port- 
man Square, London, on the 15th August following, aged 
seventy -nine years. 

Another ofnuer who occasionally played the violoncello 
at the mesB concerta was Captain Coiirtoey llbert. This 
olEcer served with distinetion in Holland in 1798. and 
commanded a company in Oitend during the Waterloo 
campaign. He was taken Ui while practising hia farourite 
instrument, and died immediately afterwards at Valen- 
ciennes on the 14th January, 1816. 

Quartettes, &c. of Boecarini, Felton, and other of the 
old masters whose compositions were fashionable at that 
time, and occasionally a aymphony of Hayclu'a, Plejel's, 
or Mozart's, were the masic played at the early concerts,* 
with the performance of which the professionaia who as- 
sisted were so pleased, that they ocoaaionally recommended 
members of the band to play at the parties among the 
nobility. (On one occasion Mr. M'Kenzie and three of 
the band played a selection of eharaber-muBic h itU Cervetto, 
the celebrated yioioncellist, before Queen Carohne and her 
frienda.) 

Mr. M'Kenzie oondaoted a number of local harmonio 
societies, glee and catch clubs, &c., and the thought o 
curred to him that a vocal association might be formed o 
members of the band. He accordingly conferred with 

' In after years, when tlie e^mpLoniea of Beetha 
overturtB of Eoaaini became known, t\it^ "Wtjtft "^\" " 
baaA hy Mr. BUiotl, an amatear wko UiOl ^eB-^- 
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two men who came from the, Duke( of Bichmond's band, 
and who possessed excellent voices — Morris (tenor) and 
Downham (bass), — and they, approving of the idea, pro- 
mised every assistance in their power. The first per- 
formance of a glee in the mess-room delighted the oi&cers 
beyond measure, and they determined to promote the cul- 
tivation of a full choir. Mr. M'Kenzie then suggested to 
Colonel Quist that some boys should be enlisted into the 
band for the purpose of singing the treble parts. An order 
was instantly given for four boys to be enlisted, and for as 
many more as could be obtained, to sing with the band, 
with the idea of their being enlisted when a vacancy oc- 
curred. Among the first band boys were — Mr. Scott, the 
late sergeant of the band, and the late Mr. Henry Laweon, 
bandmaster of the Forfar Artillery. Dr. Kenning, of the 
B.H.A., an excellent violinist, was one of the officers who 
took particular interest in the singing class. He came to 
Mr. M'Kenzie one morning and told him that he had 
heard one of the Horse Artillery recruits singing in the 
square — that he possessed an excellent bass voice, and he 
thought would prove a valuable acquisition to the band. 
Mr. M'Kenzie at once sent for the man and asked him 
what he could sing. He replied that he had often song 
** Tbe trumpet shall sound, ** Why do the nations, ' 
and other famous bass solos, which caused Mr. M'Kenzie 
to smile, as the appearance of the recruit was not sufficient 
to impress him with the idea of his capabilities as an in- 
terpreter of Handel's music. However, having heard 
him, Mr. M'Kenzie was both surprised and delighted, 
and inquired into his history. The man informed him 
that he was the son of a coach-builder in Sheffield, and 
that he ran away from home and enlisted in the Marines ; 
but after going one voyage he was disgusted with that 
branch of H.M. service, and was bought off* by his friends. 
Not satisfied to remain at home, however, he had enlisted 
in the Eoyal Horse Artillery. In answer to Mr. M'Kenzie'f 
inquiries he replied be was willing to come into the band, 
and he was accordingly transferred. His superior attain- 
ments brought him into considerable notice, and he was 
soon promoted to the rank of corporal, and having married, 
in 1821 he became the father of a son now known as the 
** first tenor in Europe," — Mr. Sims Eeeves. 

Corporal John Eeeves will long be remembered both ss 

a splendid singer and a good instrumentalist, while the 

quantity of old music \ym§\i3 va.\.\ie library of the B.A 

band bears witness to \i\s TemwV^X^ %M^«rtfst\\.^ «i s 

penman. He was diachaise^ *m Y*^^, wA ^^^^^^j^^ 
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Cray, Eent, in 1861. "Wlien hia son readied the age of 
nine or ten veara he was Bttaclied to the band as a treble 
dinger, and beinB rather proaiiainB, application waa made 
for him and another boy (John Wilkinson, the Boa of 
Sergeant Wilkinaon) to be enlisted. Sir Aieiander Dick- 
son, who was at that time adjutant-genoralof the Artillery, 
objected on account of the number of orphans wbcae 
ffttUers were killed in the Peninsula, and whoao mothers 
were anxious to have them enrolled ; and when the per- 
mission came, a year or bo later. Corporal Beeres informed 
Mr. M'Kenzie that a clergyman of Foot's Cray having 
taken notice of bis son, he thought he would be able to 
do better for him. John Wilkiuson was enlisted, and in 
a lew years becHme an exceUent violinist, and when he 
arrived at manhood, waa jSosaessed of a beautiful tenor 
voice. He ia now baadmaster of the Eoya] Haval School, 
Greenwich. 

Shortly after the singing-class was formed an entertain- 
ment was given to the Prince Hcgent by Sir William Con- 
frere at bis housedn Charlton. The prince haviuj^ been 
informed by Colonel Bloomfield that some of tlie band 
were good aiogera, requested tliem to sing the " Bam of 
Derby," and added that he would assist. Morris satig the 
first tenor part, and Mr. M'Kenzie the second, E.R.H. . 
taking the baaa. 

The band were not only delighted with the honour of 
singing with the prince, bat charmed beyond measure 
with his magnilicent voice and the artiatic manner in which 
he executed the part. 

Colonel Quist died on the 26th December, 1831, having 
reached the great age of ninety-one years. Kis death 
waa sorely feit by the band. He loved music, and was 
like a father to those under hia command. He covered 
their faulta, extolled their virtues, and did all in his power 
to make them comfortable, frequently paying them from 
his own purse when they were engaged any extra time at 
a mesa concert, &o. 

The command of the band was now given to Colonel 
Peroy Drumraond, who was a tolerable musioian, having 
received inatructiona from Ashley, the celebrated violon- A 
cellist. He also waa very kind to the band, and took ^ 
every opportunity of promoting its interest. It played I 
frequently at the aristocratic parties at Fulham and I 

.Itamea Ditton about thia time, and at the akc-Na cS. ■^Jqb | 
Horticultural Society at Chiswick. \\,B\ftO'?Vw^'ii»-^'^^='^ 
sin^lOD Pa/flce on many oeeaa\ona,t>ioDv\Ve "^'^ *'^**''*^!^ 

the Duohese of Kuat taluag gre&t. iu.tei6at\a ^^^ -^esvs™ 
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ance. The latter brought a quantity of music from Grer- 
many purposely for the band. 

At the launch of the Thunderer in Woolwich Dockyard, 
the band attracted the notice of the kiog, William IV.» 
and a week afterwards received an order to go to the 
palace. His Majesty thanked Mr. M'Keuzie personally, 
and expressed his satisfaction, declaring that the queen 
was especially delighted with the performance. They 
afterwards were ordered to the palace on every great oc- 
casion till the death of William iV. 

They now use a magnificent pair of kettledrums which 
were presented to them by that monarch. At the opening 
of the new church in the barracks, a grand performance of 
Handel's " Messiah" was given, the solos being sustained 
by Mr. and Mrs. Seguin and Mr. Andlegear, and the 
chorus and instrumental parts by amateur officers and the 
band. 

Sir George Smart and Sir John Stevenson were present, 
and paid a very handsome compliment to the performance 
on this occasion. Sir John Stevenson invited Mr. 
M'Kenzie and Mr. Eeeves to join him at a musical party, 
where they sang glees, &c. with him. 

Before the establishment of the choir the only music 
performed in the church was a voluntary which was played 

Eon wind instruments. The performances of Handel's, 
mt's and Mendelssohn's anthems by the band have been 
the admiration of the inhabitants of Woolwich for many 
years.* 

Towards the end of Colonel Drummond's government 
a bassoon player named Biddle applied to leave. His 
application bemg refused, he wrote to the Master- General, 
stating that he had never been sworn in. An inquiry was 
instituted, and it was found that there were no fewer than 
seventeen in the band who had never taken the necessary 
oath, and when they were required to do so, many 
refused, and on their refusal were discharged. Many 
valuable musicians left the band in consequence of this 
mistake ; among them was Mr. M'Coombie, now the band- 
master of the Governor-General of India, and the principal 
musician in Calcutta. Colonel Drummond died on Uie 

* At the consecration of the new garrison church, St. Qeorge*i^ 
on November 2, 1863, the hand, assisted by a number of ladiei 
and the bauds of the Uorse Artillery and Dep6t Brigade, Muif 
Townshend Smith's anthem, **0 how amiable," and Handel's 
**L\h up your heads," from Oae *''i\^%«ttiJti" m addition to the 

nsoai service. H. K.H. tVve DvxV^ oi ^wsAifv^^ viA \JbL«^ ^KcoaiAik 

of War were present. 
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6th September, 1843, when the band waa placpd under 
the comiTiimd oF Colonel Sarauel Eudyerd. 

Thie ofSeer, who waa a son of the ]ate Geoeral Rnd- 
yerd, Royal Engineers, had Been much service ia India 
and other parts of the world, and hla health being much 
broken, he did not long retain his commaod. 

He retired to Whitby in Torkahire, where he died on 
the I9th July, 1847. 

He waa auuceeded by Colonel John E. Jonea, the 
^asistant Adjutant- General, and the command of the 
band then became part of the duty attached to that 
appointment until the eatabliahment of the Dep&t Brigade 
in 1859. 

Colonel Jonea died at Hampton Wiofc on the S9th. 
Angnat, 1854, aged aeventy-one. He hud served under 
Kelson, at the battle of Copenhagen and the bombard- 
ment of Boulogne (1801-3). Colonel Palliaer* waa the 
next who held the appointment of Aaaistant Adjutant- 
General ; he reaigned in 1857, and was succeeded by 
Colonel Bingham. 

In 1816 Mr. M'Kenzie retired on a penaion of 4f. Qd, 
per diem, and hja place waa filled by Mr. William 
Collins, the eldest son of Sergeant Collins, who had been 
brought up in the hand from a child. 

Naturally gifted, ho had devoted the whole of his time 
to the study of his profesalon, and had received leasoos 
from Dr. Harris, with whom he was a great favourite. 

Before he was appointed to lead the band he was sub- 
jected to a gerere examination befnre'Sir Henry Bishop, 
Cipriani Potter, and other eminent musiciana, when he 
came off triumphant, much to the chagrin of hia numeroua 
opposerri, among whom were the late Lord Bloomfield 
and other influential officera, who, however, aeiiaibly 
and honourably bowed to the deciaion of the appointed 



The appointment of a young man of Mr. Collina' 
talent wa^ very opportune. Endued with remarkable 
energy, he at once aet to work to infuse a vigorous style 
of playing into the hand, more in areordance with the 
spirit of ttie age than the quiet, easy performances of by- 
gone daya, Many of the old members were (discharged 
soon after their respected master, and their places being 
filled by younger men, Mr. Collina waa thereby aasiated in. 
this measure, and in a few yeara the band 'aop.a.ta.c &a^ 
tinguiahed as one of the first ii ' " ■ ' -vv,™ 
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sphere of their performances was also grreatly extended ; 
engagements being entered into to play at Hatfield, Ayles- 
bury, Cheltenham, Ashford, Colchester, and other places 
at a greater distance from London than they had pre- 
viously visited. In December, 1853, the band was taken 
to Brighton by Captain (now Colonel Sir David) Wood, 
S..H.A., and it was here their performances as a string 
band first elicited that commendation which has since 
been re-echoed throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. The following are a few extracts from the Brighton 
Gazette of December, 1853 : — 

" This band, which we believe never performed in 
Brighton before, is acknowledged to be the best in the 
service ; and for versatility of talent it is unrivalled : it 
contains in itself a brass band, a stringed, and a vocal 
band. There is none to equal it ; and we can only 
imagine that it was brought to its present pitch of per- 
fection by the indomitable perseverance of its talented 
conductor, Mr. Collins. If we had heard no other per- 
formance than the selections from *Lucrezia Borgia,* it 
would have been quite sufficient to stamp our admiration 
of their playing. All the points were worked out with a 
master-hand and with much spirit, and, at the same 
time, evenness of tone: no single instrument was so far pre- 
dominant as to pain even a critical ear by the circumstance 
of its being overpowering. The crescendos, that we 
never heard excelled, if equalled, were beautifully worked 
up, and the subdued passages given with all that exquisite 
modulation that nothing but a thorough drilling under a 
first-rate master like Mr. Collins could effect. It was 
remarked by many in the room that this performance 
approached perfection as near as it possibly could be 
reached ; and we doubt not, if Donizetti could have heard 
this music handled by our artillery band, he would not say 
with many that the English are behind the foreigners in 
their appreciation and performance of good music We 
cannot let this opportunity pass without offering our meed 
of praise to the cornet player, Mr. Lawson, who is a 
second Koenig on that instrument. His solos were given 
with the utmost purity of tone and taste ; and we heard 
frequent exclamations of * Beautiful !' We shall probably 
by some be thought too lavish in praise of this band ; but 
we could n9t discover a single point with which to find 
fduh. Three vocal pieces were performed : Sir Henrj 
Bishop » glee 'Blow, ^enWe %«\e*,* \-\ifc ^«feT«.d« « Sleep, 
gentle lady,' and the echo c\iOT\x%^to\siN^ <i\i<it'%^^^c«swb.\ 
the solo parte being Bxiatame^ >b^ ls&.^V.«t ^ , >^xatfK 
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Master J. A. Browne, Mesara, Gilberfaon, Wells, and. 
Smith. In the serenade the treble of Master Maine waa 
Tery aweet, well in tune throughout, althoueh we under- 
Btand his voice is breaking ; ttic bass of Mr. Smith wua 
flowing and telling, without auy degree of hHrsliness ; 
the tenor of Mr. Gilbertaon waa admirable; and tlia 
counter-tenor, with a trifling; exception, accorded well 
with the other voices. At the close of the performances, 
Mr, CoUins was much complimented by several of the 
company ou the efficiency to which be had miaed hia 
band, and by none more bo than by the Hon. Archibald 
Macdonald, the ' father of the London Catch Club.' The 
performers are for the moat part joung men, and many 
of tliem mere boys, a cirrnruBtance which shows that 
greater merit ia due to the conductor." 

In April, 1854, Mr. Collins' time having expired, he 
left the regiment. He wbb afterwards bandmaster of 
Lord Carrington's regiment, the " Butrlta Militia," and haa 
since held the same appointment in the !Eoyal Engineers 
at Chatham. His placa in the Royal Artillery waa filled 
by Mr, James Smyth, a gentleman of ^real experience, 
whcf had served as band master of the IBth regiment in 
many parts of the world, including the West Indies, 
Canada, and the Ionian Islands, and who by hia intimate 
connesion with some of the leading members of the 
musical world had had exery opportunity of qualirying 
himself for the directorship of the bund of the Eoyu 
Artdlery, 

Being known in almost every part of the country, Mr. 
Smyth soon obtained engagements for the band at Bath, 
Bristol. &.C., and on the 20th of December, 1854, they 
gave their first concert (as an orchestra) in London, at 
the Eojal Panopticon, Leicester Square. They played 
frequently at the Crystal Palace and elsewhere during 
the summer of 1S55, and in September of that year gave 
a series of concerts at Durham, Sunderland, and !New- 
castle-on- Tyne, 

Seldom hearing any music of a higher class than that 
performed by the local bands, the people of the North were 
almost frantic with excitement at the performances of the 
band on this occasion, and frequent applicaiions have i 
since been made for them to visit that part of the i 
country. On two subaequect occasions (1858-60) they I 
have played in the Park at Bishop's AucklMii,«.«f^'TOaa 1 
drawing an immense coneonrae of -peo^Xe ^tQ«i.l&6-«e'ia-0«. 
and all the towns and villages £oi mW-eaxowiii- ^^^ 

^jtuiyiUiMiii^wiii^il^ 
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in generally known aa the "Bagle Band." The depflU at 
Warley and Skeerness have each a band, aa have also 
nearly all the hrigades ; the iagtructora in many inatancea 
being men from the Boyal Artillery Band, who are now 
the trumpet -majora of the hrigadea, 



CHAPTER SXII. 

MlSCELLAlfEOUB, 



4 



BBH, THE ^^^ 

"Those Bcrapg are good deeds past ; nhicli are davonred ^^^^H 
As fast aa thej are made, forgut as aoon ^^^^H 

An done. FereoTeraaae, dear my loni, ^^^^| 

Keeps honaor bright."— 8hakspbahs. ^^^" 

Ok the 29th August, 1782, the Boyai George, the finest 
veaael ia the British service, carryinjij 108 guna, went down 
at Spithead, and Admiral Eempenfelt, aU the crew, and 
a number of Tisitors (upwards of a thousand persona) 
periahed. 

Among those who witnessed the foundering of this ill- 
fated veaael waa Sergeant Bell of the Boyal Artillery, 
who waa pafraaaler-aer^'eant and conductor of stores to 
that portion of his regiment encamped on Southaea 
Common. 

From that time hia mind became occnpied in deriaing 
Home plan for raismg, or should that he impracti cable, for 
deatroying the wreck. Bell felt so confideut of being able 
to succeed in accomplishing that operation, that he ofiered 
to carry his project into efiect on condition that the gnns 
should be given to him as big reward. 

It was rejected ; and aa rnsuy clever persons had de- 
clared that it would be impossible to ignite the gunpowder 
at so great a depth under the water. Bell reaalved on 
demonstrating practically that he was master of the 
Eubject, and that the objection raised presented no dvffi.- 
culty in hia mind. Accordin((ly, Vie ^\aceii ». dliis-t?,* 
of fifty. four pounds of gunpowder in a boi, Vovda"^ 
depoeited m ■ eondwaaed TCBaeV Bvmk gs^TcwAl ™- '™*! 
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Thames at some distance below Woolwich, over which 
the tide rose so as to coyer the charge with a depth of 
eighteen feet of water. These arrangements were all 
completed so as to allow of the experiment being made 
immediately after an examination of cadets, whidi took 

flace on the 11th July, 1789, at which were present the 
)ake of Richmond (Master-General), Sir W. Green (the 
Chief Engineer), Colonels Morse and Dauban, B.E., Major 
Blomefield and Captain Fage, B.A., Dr. Maskelyne (the 
Astronomer Eoyal), and a vast concourse of officers of 
the Ordnance Corps and others. 

The experiment was attended with ample success ; the 
vessel was blown to pieces, which immediately floated. 
Under the place where this mine had explodedf, the bed 
of the riyer was noticed at low water to haye been exca- 
vated to the depth of several feet, and an immense 
quantity of fish was found killed, even to the distance 
of half a mile from the place where the vessel had been 
destroyed. 

Notwithstanding the satisfactory result of this exhibi- 
tion, Sergeant BelPs reiterated assertions of his being sure 
of destroying in the same way the wreck of the Roffol 
OeorgCf whicn had during seyen years prior to this time 
incommoded the nayigation of the outer harbour of Ports- 
mouth, were disregarded. 

Half a century later Bell's idea was carried out by Sir 
Charles Fasley, who, however, in a letter to the Times 
generously awarded to Bell his readj assent to the claim 
of his bemg the first projector of this scheme for her 
demolition, although he had not been previously acquainted 
with it. 

John Bell was the son of a hatter in Carlisle, where he 
was bom on the 1st March, 1747. He was enlisted by 
Sergeant Harding, E.A. in 1765, and the following year 
he went to Gibrdtar in Major Innes's company, which 
remained on that station six years. 

Shortly after his return to Woolwich, the expertness of 
Bell in handling the maccaroni gun elicited the applause 
of his soyereign, who, clapping him on the shoulder, ex- 
claimed, "Fine young fellow — fine young fellow — make t 
man of you !" 

From this time his abilities were more noticed, and his 
promotion was rapid. 

Among the many useful inventions of Sergeant Bell's 
may be mentioned t\ie "G'Y'sr '^iXix^iVi^^A till very lately 
the principal one inuaemt\ie'&«^«^'^^^Kr^^^V5«v^^ 
the " Suw-Pboof " by 'w\iicYi >2!tvft ^oxol^^ma q1^^\&.\«mil 
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of ordnance is Bcrutiuized mosteffectuaJlj; tbe "Method 
OF Desiboting OttDUijiCE," by means of a potiderouB 
WFiglit norked at a cODaiderable altitude ; aud the 

"APPiBATCS FOB EESCUfNU ShIPWBECKBD MaBINEBS." 

The latter ia identical with that known as Captain 
Manby'a, the only difference being that the idea of the 
former was to project the rope from the ehip to the shore, 
and the latt«r from the shore across the ship. "Bell's 
idea." says Sir A. Farrington, in a letter dated 19th 
January, 180S, " ia assuredly the method m09t to be de- 
pended upon, aa the vt'sspl in that caaa carries the means 
nith it, and need not rely on any fortuitous assiatance 
from tbe shore." In 17EI2 a premium of fifty Kuineas was 
awarded to Bell for this invention by the Society of Arts, 
and in 1815 the House of Commons voted the sum of 
5Wl. to Mrs. E. Whitfield (the only Burvivini; child of 
Bell) as a " reward for the ingenuity of her father in dis- 
covering the apparatus for rescuing persons in danger of 
losing their lives by shipwrecks." 

In 1791 a silver medal and five guineas were awarded 
to him by the Society of Arta for " a safe eraue w hereby 
the lives of persona descending or ascending precipices, 
wella, shafts of mines, &c. will be saved, although the 
line by which they are aaspended may by accident be 

In 1793 he received twenty guineas from the same society 
for " a gun and harpoon on a new conntruction, for taking 
whales, after satialactory trials made therewith." 

The hreaking of chams or booma laid across rivers by 
meana of a mine of gunpowder, and the attac^hing of 
chains and hooks to carcasses for the purpose of destroying 
an enemy's rigging, are both Bell's inventions. 

In 17U3 the Duke of iEichmond, who had frequently 
witnessed Bell's esperimenta, and unreservedly expressed 
hia high ojiiDion of his abilities, presented him with a 
',n the Boy al Artillery. He was then despatched 
expedition which had for its object tbe de- 
a of the Butch fleet in the Texcl, but which was 
abandoned. 

He died suddenly at Queenborough, on the 1st June, 
17tl3 (whilst eng^'ed in jilting out tbe tjre-ships there}, | 

in the height of his successful career, after having devoted 
his beat energies to tbe service of bis country, to tbe 
interests of science, and to tbe cause of humanity. <k\)J&<:iv>^ | 

having reaped those pecuniary beuefe* -BWdo. Va -oivfSi 
have reasonubi^ anticipated as t\ie Tewasio^ .io.v-e.'Wfeet'A ' 
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SERGEANT DREW AND HIS FAMILY. 

" Honours best thrive, 
"When rather from our acts we them derive 
Than our fore-goers." — Shakspeabe. 

Upon the establishment of the Royal Military Artificers 
in 1787, a number of non-commissioned officers of the 
£>oyal Artillery, who had served with distinction in the 
American war or at the sies:e of Gibraltar, were selected 
to instruct the artificers in drill, and to " enforce discipline 
and maintain order" among them. The first regularly 
enlisted soldier transferred to the corps of artificers was 
Sergeant John Drew, of the Koyal Artillery, who was 
appointed sergeant-major. 

After serving with credit in his new situation for eight 
years, he was commissioned as lieutenant in the Invalid 
!Battalion of the Royal Artillery, from which he retired in 
March, 1819, and died at Woolwich, 7th November. 1830. 
One of his daughters married the late Richard Byham, 
Esq., secretary to the Honourable Board of Ordnance. 

A son — Richard Hobinson Drew — attained the rank of 
major in the Eoyal Artillery, and married Geriloma Barona, 
daughter of the late Marquis de Montebello. This lady 
died on the 4th September, 1854, and the major on the 
5th January following. .Both were int-erred in the family 
mausoleum at Mesnina. Though springing from a stock 
without any remarkable antecedents, good fortune seems 
to have attended the career of the ofispring of the worthy 
sergeant ; and much as his son may haye added distinction 
to his race by his matrimonial alliance with a lady of high 
birth, it was atill more honoured in the person of his grand- 
daughter, who was wedded to the noble Prince di Castel- 
cicala, the late minister plenipotentiary for Sicily. 
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THE STAGE. — BENSON HILL AND PBE8C0TT. 

** This fellow*8 wise enough to play the fool. 
And to do that well craves a kind of wit." 

Shakspbabb. 

"Some nohle lord 
Shall stuff his shoulders with King Richard's hunch. 
Or wrap himself in Hamlet s iuky cloak, 
And strut, and storm, and straddle, stamp, and stare, 
To show the world how Garrick did not act." — Cowfbb. 

In the year 1808 the ^enWemexv t^L^^^a ^^N««L^^<^QTt\> 
ance of Douglas at t\ie Aca^emi, \N^« ^«t\. q^ V^s^j^ 



being' snataiued by Mr. Jamea Preaoott, aad that of Lady 
Eaudolpli by Mr. Benson Earle Jlill. 

" There IB a tide in tlie affiira of men," /ca. 
This was the tide in tlie afFairs of tbese young men, mhich, 
taken at the flood, did not lead on to fortune. 

The former receiied his commission in the EojbI Artil- 
lery on the 4th December, 1809, and served in the regi- 
ment about seven years ; but, owinff to hia theatrieal 
propensities, be was constantly in trouble, ne^jlecting bis 
duty, &a., and was ultimately superseded for absence 
wichout leare. He waa now on tbe ata^e under the 
assumed name of Warde, and as an actor obtained some 
celebrity. He played for some years at tbe Bath Theatre, 
and made bis debut in Loadoo, at tbe Hajioarket, on tbe 
irtb July, 1819. He was for many years a member of 
tbe Covent Garden company, and perhaps no actor baa 
been better known to tho public. He was eaat in all the 
most prominent second parts to Charles Kembie and 
Young, and occasionally played Othello, Uiubard III., 
King John, &c., always carrjinR tbe rapt attention of his 
audience with tbe earnestness of bis impersonation. 

Warde was one of tbe most useful and original actors 
of bis time, and bad it not been for an unfortunate h hining 
drawl he might have taken tbe first rank. He foil a prey 
to bad habits engendered by actual want from tlie impoa- 
aibility of gettinE a remunerating employment. He was 
constantly in debt aad in arrest, and was almost nightly 
escorted from the tbeatre by the servants of the law. 

Poor ftllow I he died in Manchester Street, Jjondon, on 
tbe 9th July, 1841, aged forty-eigbt years, and found a 
grave and a home toijethei in some obscure comer of tbe 
great metropolis, unfriended and uncareJ for. An excel- 
fent portrait of bim as Cassius, by Thurston, is in tbe 
possession of the Garrick Club. 

Mr. Hill, who received bis commission on the 4tb 
March, 1809, was, at tho CDraroencenient of bis career, 
however, ratber more fortunate. Though oompletel^f 
" alage-struck," Hill did not neglect his duty, as did bia 
unfortunate friend, but, on every occasion when practi- 
cable, be contrived to get up amateur performances. 

In August, 1816, the officers of the corps gave a p< 
formance at Woolwich Theatre, when Bowdioli, tbo ee 
brated African traveller, honoured tbem witb l\va ■"jt'iwn 
Hill tells an amusing story ot \i\mBe\^ xn toKe.fciv)|*- ■■ 
tiis evening, wbicb serves to show tVe «.mQtt.iA i* "^ 
iw'f wJueli Ae at aT' ' ' "" 
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He was playinp: Bombastes, and his comrade who 
took the part of Fusbos was unfortaDate in having (to 
say the best of it) a most unmusical voice. Arriving at 
that part of the play where Bombastes says— 

** Fusbos. give place, you know you haven't got a singing face ; 
Here, Nature smiling, gave the winning grace," 

he substituted the following lines : — 

" Your croaking voice would dfive him to a frenzy ; 
ni sing a song — and so play up, Mackenzie.*' 

The master of the band, thus singled out so unexpectedly, 
lost all power over his bow, the clarionets squeaked, and 
the trombone uttered an unearthh sound, whilst the 
liberty taken with the author and leader was rewarded 
by a hearty laugh. 

Lieutenant Hill served with credit in the American 
campaign, and acted as aide-de-camp to Sir Alexander 
DicKSon at New Orleans, &g. (he could not remain at 
Fort Bowyer a few weeks after its capture, however, with- 
out getting up some theatricals); he also served with 
his company (Major Munro's) at Ostend and other for- 
tresses during the Waterloo campaign. 

Having served seventeen years in the regiment, and 
seeing his name still far down in the list of licHtenants, in 
1826 he resigned his commission and adopted the stage as 
a profession. He afterwards published several works, in 
which he expresses anything but regret at the change. 
The best known are, "Recollections of an Artillery Officer," 
•* Home Service," and " Playing About." 

He is known, however, to have been in great poverty, 
at one time subsisting entirely on what his sister could 
occasionally earn by writing for the magazines. Isabel 
Hill was a talented woman, and wrote many plays, essays, 
and poems ; she is best known, however, by her transla- 
tion of Bentley's edition of ** Corinne." Great affection 
was at all times exhibited by Benson Hill towards his 
sister ; she became his housekeener while he was stationed 
at Dover, in 1817, and remainea with him till her death, 
which took place in 1842. 

In December, 1841, Hill became manager of the 
Monthly Magazine; but in August, 1842, the property 
fell into other hands, and, without any public announce- 
ment, the staff of writers was also changed. 

HiWs death took p\ace\nIiOTidoTicra.\>Ekft1\Ja.Seijtember, 
184f5, when the following anivoxix^efe^eiiX. %.^^%s^^\si>(^^ 
public papers :— •* Died ixi au o\i%<ixa^ ^^«A^, \ii ^Tixai 
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and distrcBB, ajed fifty, Mr. Benaon Hill, the comedian. 
HIa last emuloyraent was at the free list of tbe Lyceum 
Theatre. While attendioE; to his duties here he caught a 
severe cold, ivhich resulted iu coaauoiptioD." 



le roar of all the world had passed ; 

I s. siiuDdinj; rank alone, 

n exile, to tha earth he cast 

is gathered glones down !"— G. Mblieh. 



1 



August, 1815 ; Napoleon defeated and the world at peace. 
The Royal Artillery, hon-erer, had not yet done with him 
to whom — 



Among Ihe passengerB on board the Nbrlkamberland (Ihe 
TCMsel which conveyed the imperial exile to St. Helena) 
was Captain Thomaa Greatly,* to whom Napoleon, with 
hia characteristic fondnc'sg for artillery men, showed himself 
roost kindly disposed, and frequently invited him to spend 
an hour with him in hia cabin. On one of these occaaions 
Greatly won four points from the illustrious captive io a 
game of wliiet : these he ever afterwards preserved at 
valuable relics, with the following inaoription engravad on 
the rim of each : — " Won of the Emperor at wbiat, by 
Tliomas Greatly, September, 1815." 

A salute was fired by the Eoyal Artillery on the occa- 
sion of Napoleon's funeral, in 1821 ; and when his remains 
were delivered to the French, in 1840, an artillery officer. 
Colonel the Honourable Hamelin Trelawney, waa governor 
of St. Helena. A non-com missioned officer and twelve 
fionnem conducted the horsfs and car to the place of em- 
barkation, and minute guns were fired by the remainder 
of the artillery from the battery on the ramparts of Jamea- 

Colonel Trelttwney was the fourth eon of the Eev. Sir 
Henry Treiawney, who died in Italy in 1834. ITe entered 
the Iloyal Artillery in 1798, and served tha camowi^s-^ii 
Holland in the following year. "H-e tfiso serseS, '■m. "&»» 

* Died in London, Sovenv^ici, "i-S*^^- 
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Peninsula and South of France in 1813-14. After sernng 
many years in the island of St. Helena, first as command- 
ing officer of artillery, and afterwards as governor, he died 
there on the 3rd May, 1846. 

In September, 1830, an old woman died at St. Helena 
aged 110 years. She had been married eight times, her 
last husband being Sergeant Lambe, of the Artillery, wh6m 
she survived some years. Elizabeth Lambe was a native 
of the island, and was never long absent from it. She had 
lived under twenty -one governors, with one of whom (Pyke, 
1731) she had lived as housemaid. She had numerous 
children, and at the time of her death 260 of her descen- 
dants were living. 



FOFULAB WOBKS B7 OFFICERS OF THE B07AL ABTILLEBT. 

** A perfect judge will read each work of wit 
With the same spirit that its author writ ; 
Survey the whole, nor seek slight faults to find/* 

POPB. 

Works on Artillery. 

As the science of artillery progresses, there are always 
a number of able officers and other persons ready to in- 
vent drills for the effectual working of the newly -invented 
guns, and also to write instruction books for the use of 
those employed in the practical part of gunnery. 

Towards the close of the last century a work entitled 
" The Artillerist's Companion," published by Egerton 
(1786), obtained a fair share of attention. This was written 
by Thomas Fortune, who enlisted as a mattross in the 
Royal Artillery in July, 1761, and was discharged 
with a pension in 1783. In May, 1795, he enlisted 
into the !Royal Military Artificers, in which corps he be- 
came sergeant-major. In 1798 the non-commissioned 
officers and labourers of this corps, headed by Fortune, 
contributed three days' pay to the Treasury, ** to be applied 
as should be considered be^t for the defence of the State." 
Nearly all classes of the army, who had about that time 
received an addition to their pay, contributed in a similar 
manner, not only to show their gratitude for the increase 
of pay, but also to assure his majesty that they were still 
his loyal and devoted subjects, notwithstanding the 
mutinous demonstrations of the previous year. 

Fortune died at CantetWtjA^^^ K.\x!^>3At, 1799. 

In l^^l appeared tVie " li\l\Xft "BoxixXi^t^x^ ^.xv^'^otV^^ 
Gunner/' by Captam Adye.li.^ TV^&^«^w^^ wixaMA. 
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in this by his friend Captain Spearman, whoae son was the 
author of the improvea work now bo well known as the 
" British Gunner." The latter wan the most popular 
work amon^ artillerymen for many years, until it was 
Buperseded by the " Artillorist's Manual," by Major 
Griffiths. 

Thifl book baa enjoyed a popularity aeldom, if ever, 
reached by a Bork of tliia claaa. It has gone through niue 
editions, and is so well suited to the reqairementa of the 
practical artilleryman that it has not only been made the 
Bubjectof a " Horse Guarda" order, but has received tlie 
honour of beiog inserted in the Queen's Begulations as 
follows : — " Offlcera and non-coraraiaaioued officers are 
recommended to provide themselves with a work entitled 
'The Artillerist's Manual and British Soldier's Compen- 
dium," by Major F. A. GriffithsJ Jtoyal Artillery." 

Mueellaneovs Worjct. 

Of other works by officers of the Hoyal ATtillery, those 
that enjoyed a world-wide fame, aod are still trea.>iured as 
Tsluable books of reference, are Jamcg' " Herculanean 
Straits," Gold's "Oriental Drawings," and Coekbura'a 
" Views of Pompeii." 

Many other works, including Smith's " Military Dic- 
tionary," Wittman's " Travels in Turkey," Li[;ht's 
" Travels in Egypt," &e., were in high repute at one time, 
though they are now almost forgotten. Captain Leake's 
works on "Greece," "Asia Minor," Ac., and his valuable 
book on coins, together with Sabine's " Magnetic Obier- 
vations," Stureeon's "Annala of Electricity," and Clies- 
net's (unfinished) "Survey of the Euphrates and Tigris," 
belong to that high class of literature to be found only in 
our national libraries or in the studies of our greatest men. 

In 1847 appeared " Hochelaga, or England in the New 
World," with an introduction by the author of the 
"Crescent and the Cross." The latter was the distin- 
guished writer, Eliot Warburton, who perished in the 
burning of the Araaxoa; the author of "Hochelaga" waa 
his brother. Major George Drought "Warburton, It,A. 
I'his officer, who was born in 1816, entered the corps 
1S33, and shortly afterwards served in the Carliat war 
Spain, where he distinguished himself and waa severely 
wounded. The success which attended Major Warburton a 
first work induced him to follow it unwWn.&ie"' tidwsjijn 
of Cai,a(ia," ■' Life of Ixird "PetcT^)OTO^^ftV^ _&^-> '^^ 
whidi enjoyed a modertite -popaUavt^ - V^^ %SSai 
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Warburton was ele6ted to serve in Parliament for the 
borough of Harwich, where he was greatly esteemed ; his 
conduct, and that of the company under his command, 
being highly appreciated by the inhabitants of the towns 
and villaj^es at the mouth of the Stoar and Orwell. 

Eventually his mind became deranged, and he committed 
suicide at Frant, near Tunbridge Wells,, on the 23rd Oc- 
tober, 1857. 

The most popular writer in the Artillery at the pre- 
day is Colonel E. B. Hamley, the author of *' Lady 
Lee*s Widowhood," "Story of the Campaign in the 
Crimea," " Wellington's Career," &c» Bfe at present 
holds the appointment of Professor of Military History 
at the Staff College, Sandhurst, and is a constant contri- 
butor to Blackwood's Magazine, 

The officers of the Royal Artillery visit all countries, 
and go through all campaigns, so it is but reasonable to 
expect that they have produced works on the various 
colonies, expeditions, &c. The best known at the present 
day are — " Corfu," by Captain Jervis, M.P. ; " South 
Africa," by Captain Drayson; "A Year Among the 
Pandies" (Majendie) ; and filakiston*s " Expedition up the 
Yang-tse-kiang." 



THE END. 



